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T O THE r 

Right Honourable 

S E L I N A, 

Countefs'of Huntingdon, 



. Ma dam, 

IB EG Leave to prefent tlie fc^ow- 
ing Work to your Ladyship m 
this publick Manner, as well in Ac- 
knowledgment of my beii^ indebted 
to ycMT Converfation for many things 
A 2 in 



t) E D I C A T I O N. 

Ill this Voliimer as to add jny Tefti- 
jitohybf 4ae'Ref^da:'iuidEiteem for 
a' Charader become ihdeed Right 
Honourable, by a diftinguiflied 

"Zeal, for the Gpfpel of Chfift : That 
this Zeal is according to Know-? 

,ipdge, aod that of th^ beft' Itindri 
can ttuly amrm, havmg tound it 
pn^fitahfr.tP. n^y ^r tnftnidi^ -in 
Righteoufnefs. But if, Madam, you 
ftand thys largely iiidebted to the di-r 
vine Gpodnefs for the Gift of Know^ 
ledge, your Obligations to the Same 
^e ftill ^eater for the Grace of Caa- 

rity, as this, is yef a more exceUent 

I/.'-.''- ••/ •:'•.;•.■•.■•.-■■<■■ :.'■:■ ■: ' »■ ,^ 

- The Nirfownd^that isobfe^t^ble 
•'-ifei^'aHy VhriJIiam^iy^o ih-btte te- 
"^•'* . ^ ipedts 



,t^c«lai: PoinlS of. jDodrioft or Mpdjps 
j jgff jWorflup, is not only a great Hu^'- 
<^ijn^ejtQ i^dfr Perjf^on,^ but alio^a 
. V^ unhappy.Blpmiflij intheBeayty 
j-oFl H<^in€^,, jwid owing chiefly ^to 
,ifeir refting in^e outward Courts of 
;the Templq, #nd not entqing into 
.tjmt/ which i^ within th^ Vailj ^r 
;^^ more, Spiritual any Perfoh is, the 

m9ftv 4J®?A^^ pf Benevolence and 
Cfc^ty ^ . the Heajrtlpf fuch a one to- 
wards all the Members diCh'iJl\s my- 

J^cal Body : And this is well exem- 
plified in that eafy Accefs to your 
Ladyship, which the truly Pious i£ 
i ^^y pea(»BJaiation are fure to-find : 
^uch free J^t^r^^He of Chriftian 

H'. j: A 3 Fellow- 



|J'€ll6w{Mp, l^ch iiftfJiiiitcd Gdd3r 
^ttbWiftls.&^€fl, y it'is the iiirift 
■ifeiikSle JExpreffioii df^a 'Cs^ri^ 
-Charity, f(^ I am fure, it is Bi5%- 
irig the higheft Honour to any-paiti- 
eukr Church ; for it bears the apteft 
• RefemWance to thatt bitefl^d Commu- 
nion of Saints in Glory, where i^ 
^human Diftinftions a*t fwallowed up 
in thetj^mty of'lie Spkit and the 
Bond of Peace ; and where no other 
Preference takes place than what ari- 
^8 from Superiority iii Holinefs and 
I^ove. 

That you may go on, Madam, in 
the fameStrength of divine Grace to 
adorn the Dodrine <)f God our Savi- 
our in ail Things, and to evince by 

' your 



D E PjlC A XJA N. 

)f»^^pcTfev?riiig Example that Hety 
g^es the trupft Dignity^d brighteft 
J^^^e to Nobility, is the finc^e 
l^yerpf. 
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. (mdnwjic^edient Servant^ 



Thpmas Hartx-by* 
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SI R Anthony Thomas AhAy, Bart. ' 
I^ Auften, JuMey-ftreer, Lcnnhm ^':/' ' 
iJw. Ai^.^Adam, R. ofWintringbamLin" 
colnjh. - ' 

Mr. Adams. 

Rev. Mr. Affleck, Mnifter ofDafoentty. 
Mr. ]q)m^ A^tttv^ Northampton. 
Mrs. Allalee, Upper Grofvenor-Jireet. 
Mr. Allen, Surgeon to his MaJeJIfs'S 

roline. ■ •;■• "^ 

il4rj. Allen, .>?/ G^y^, T<7^ 
i^tf'z;. Edmtritd- Arnold^ XL j^. ft/iiw of'Nei:v 
Coll. Ox. , :■ ^' 

iWrj. Alh, of MUon^ Northemtpionjh. 
Rev. Mr. AitiVfoxth^ of Daventry. 
Mr. Atkins, Northampton. " ^ 

B. '■- ■•• .- /:•. •; V".; 

Right Hon. the Countefs of Burlbgton. 
LMdy Boughton, of Burwell Park, Lincolnjb. 
Thomas Babington, JS/g. (fRhodeky, Leicefterp. 
Rev. Mr. Baddelley, V. of Markfield, Leicefterp. 
Rev: Mr^ Bakeii jR. cfSt(kV(nton\ Nmhamftimfh. 
Mr.Bi\2iam, Northamptdn/^ - - 

John Banksr^ M. A. Fell of New Colh Oxon. 
Mrs. Barham, Grofvenor-ftreet. . 
Mr. Jofeph Fofter Barham, Margaret-Jireet^ 

Cavendtjh'fquar^. 
Mrs. Barlow. 
Mifs Barlow. 

■ Mr. 
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Mr. Barnett, Kirby Stephen^ Wejhnoreland. 
Rev. Mr. Baflet, Archdeacon ofStowe^ Lincolnjh. 
Mr. Batty, of Newby Coti^ Torkjh. 
Rowland 9erkclcfj: £/y. Gin$. Commoner ef. 

New Coll Oxoh. ,^ 

il^rjs. Berkeley. * * ,> 

il^Jrjr. K4ary Belt, ofSilton^ Torkjh. 
Mr. William Beech, ^een-Jireet. 
Afrj. Prifcilla Bethel 

Mrs. Bridget Be^el . . ' 

Mrs, Bevan. 

Rev^ Mr. Birdy B.^ of Crojhy J PTeJimorelafiJ^ 
Mr. BiQiop, cfRotberbUb. 
William Blair, Efq^London. 
Rev.' Mr. Blacky R. of Hampton^ Middle fex. 
Mr. Boldock, rork. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bofton, South Judley-Jireet. 
M/iBofville, Tork^ . 
Mr. Richard Brewerton, Piccadilfy. 
Rev. John bridle, B. D. Fell, of New Coll. Oxon. 
Mrs. Brigham, Leicejterjhire. 
jVfr. Brogden, of Brownlow-Jireety London. 
Montague Brooke> Efq. Xflrk. , 
Rev. Mr. Browne, V. ofOlney^ Bucks. 
M^., 5rowne, PauPs Churchyard. 
Charles Bruneval, JE/j. Piccadilfy. 
Rev. Dr. Bulkeley, R. ofChingfordy Effeic. . . ' 
Rev. JW?-. Builtvant^ F. of Gidljborough^ North-. 

amptonjh. 
Rev. Mr. Burn, K of Orton^ Wejlmoreland. 
Rev. Mr. Burflem, Leicejlerjhire. 
Rev. Mr. Burton, y. of Ravenjione^ Bucks. 
James Burton, Ef(j[, Fell, of New Coll. Oxford. 
4 John 



&U:BSGRI3BRS names; 
John Burton^- jE^, ofJami. MOdk^x. ^ 
Rev. Mr. BuiitvBM^R. of Md.Ckydm^ Bucks. 

C " ' "'^ ''-- 

Right Hon. tb$ Countefs tf^Chyifterfeld. X 

Right H(m. the Lord Garysfort. 

Sir Thomas Cave, Bart, of Stantfsriy Norths 

amptonjhiri. . / 

Lady Cox, of Bath. 

ilfr. CantrclK -^ » . 

JkTr. Cave, efClayCoton^ NonPhamptfoifiHre^ u'. 
Rev. Mr. Chalmers, V. of Welfordy Northamp- 

tonfhire. . 
Rev. Mr. Chapoian, FrAendary of Br\^ol. '>\7. 
Henry Chaytor, £^. ofCtoff^^TtfrkJL .. : i - 
Rev. Mr. Chefter, V.of K ffaddtm^ Jifanbam^ 

tonfh. - :^ 

Jofeph Churchill Sen. EJq^ Nfr^Hmftofu i M 
Fleetwood Churchill, A. B^ of Glare HaU^CajfOL 
Mrs. Phillis Churchill, 7 : . ^ . x : vi: 

Jl^^XorndiaChurehUl, >JVir/iE^^ :?. 

Af//J ChurcbilU S • -r 

Mr^ Thomas Churchill, JVefiminfhr. 
Rev. Dr. CohAtTXy Archdeacon of London.\ 
Rev. Mr. Collier, V.^ColdJ^^ NorSba$aft6n>^ 

[hire. • _ .:. 

R^. Mr. Collier, V. of Croydon^ Surry. I \ - 
James Collins, Efq. of Knarejborougk, Jf^nifbAS. 
Rev. Mr. Clarke, li^i^ifmjioHrBmh.- .'■■. 
Mr. Thomas Clarke^ if Wefiminfier. - - 
Mr. Richard Clarke, ofCbiftmck. : C .1 
Mrs. Clarke, of Guilfborougb^ Nor^amptonlh. ^^ 
Mr. Clarkfon. . - - ^.-"^^^ 

Rev. Mr. Clendon, V. of XingU Br^mpion^ St^\ 

merfetfb. ..v»-. • ^ cJ^ :- ^^ : - - ^^^- ::A 

• Rev. 
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Rev. Mr. Clever; Minijier ofiwyfmrd^ BMch. 

JM^jrr^ Margaret Coates, Tbrk. 

Mr. Colling, ofHurwitb Co. Durham. 

Charles Colmer, Efq. Ctmef Hatch. 

Br. John Q^o^i^^^f Ifigh^. Bffe». \ 

Mrs. Cooke, of Ncwif^itOh . \ 

Ai^. RiduMrdQmy^ o/H^rpk^ K^thmftot^ 

Mr. Thomas Cowden, ofCbifmickm 

Mr. Jofeph Cowper, Northampton. 

Mrs. Creflet, of Leicefter-Jireet. 

Mr. Culverwell, if Kngs-fireet Sobo. 

' ii. •■■■ '■" ■, ' 

Right Hoii. tbe^C^mefi Dc Litz« «. 

^ Thomas ©riiryv jBi^r^i 

/8«v A^. Dayxefi^ £. of IMt^m Dayrett^ 

Bucks. 
Mrs, Davis^ Nerthamttt&tt. 

Atrs. Dawfon, Tork. * 

Rev. Mr.Dtam^vRi^oj^Gdthurfl^ Bucks. 

James Delaune, Efq. Weftminfter. 

Mr. Henry Dcnnifon, &f Kspb^ Stephen^ Wejt^ 

moreland. 
Mr.\>tnt^ (f Cotftow^ Bucks. 
A^i. Dicken, Tork. 
Mr. Dicker, Chijwick. 

M'Sihhty Didt^. - ' ■) 

Rev, M'.'DHi&^k^Ke^/ington. .. 
Mrs. Ddiffe, BurkrigtM^fireet. 
ilfrx. Dolxns^ ofMadkifiyi 
Mr.B^mng. ^ 

Af^ l>owning. »^ 

MIt. Pr^ytoni Noribamfton. 
Rev. Mr.IiyjiK^iy R. of Byfleet, Surry^ • 
■-A E. 
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JMifs EkinSj .Ncrtban^lon. 

Rev. Mr. Elliot, 5. Miltony Devon. 

Mr. Ely, of Brentford. ■ .■ . ^ 

Mr. Emcrton, ofTbornfyjNorfbdmfionJ^^^^^'^^^^; 

A&-. George Evans, Nortbatnftpn. " v" 

Nicholas Fazakerly, "^. 
J?lfrj. Fazakerly, . .^ 

il4rj. Farrin 5^. iV"^i&i7J!5^/i^^^ " ' 

Rev. Mr. Fcnwick, R. of Hdllaton^ Leicejhfjhl 
John Ferret, Ef^.^Picca0ly. 
r Mr^\ l^erret. ! 

i»^ William Eell. — ^ ' --A 

Rev^ Mr. Feltpn, i?. of fTen^nLou^bts, E^iix. 
Rm. Mr:F\6yd^ Daveni9f.'^^ \ V 

iJ^v. Mr Finley, ofBurimjLeicefier^. ^" 

William Fofter, Efq. Grofui^or^JtreeL 
Rev. Mr. Fofiir, Tork: ■ '^ ^ '^ 

ilfrj. Fofter, Tork. 

MifsFoQiety GrofvepoT'ftreet.^ - vr^ 

Rev. Dr. Foihcr^lU Prihc^ of Edmund tiaX, 

Oxford. 
Rev. Thomas FothergUl, M J/Fell. of^.C^Sl. 

^"oJird:'"- ■ - '' ' .^' ''■-'■ -^'^ 

Mt.%thct^KcfW^^ mjimrehnd. 

Mr. FotKcrgin; ofWh'art&t^ I^kes, Wefimreiand. 
Mrs. Fothergill, Tork, 
Rev. Mr. PVeeman, V. of L. Bugl^^ Nortbamf- 

tonfhire'.^ '' - 'i'"-- ^ ' .'- '^^a 

Mr^^ GTcbrjge Fit^vix^vi^fft^^ 
*'v.* * ' " Mrs. 
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Mrs. Freeman, cffmit^nj Nortbantptot^bbn. 
Rtv. Mr. Froft, V. ofjBl Saints^ Northmftm. 
Mr. Samuel Fuller, ofCbifmpk. . 

.:.G. •• ^-^ . ■■ '; 

lUgbi Hon. fbe Edri^f GTZtitkm. ' 

JMrj. Gillatin. ; . : 

Mrs. Gzmhlcy Narihampton. ^ 

Rev. Mr. Gambold. 

Rffo. Mr. Garden, R. efSlingjby^ Tarkftnre. 
Rev. Mr. Gardiner, Lmhn. . - :, ^ . : ..\. -. . 
Mr. Garl, cf Hackney. ^ . . , . y . 

Rev. Dr. Giurnttty- Preiendaty of ^ 
W^^pf Gftfcftyn^^ , V-^ . / 

Afiv. Gee. .-•;.:5:v.-.''. •■ -^ --• ' --'■.• 

Afr. George, Comptoh-ftreet^ Sobo. . . , '.*' 
Rev. Mr. Gibberd, -R. of JUtborpey Mneokjb. 

Mrs. Gibbons, of Kmg^iCUffey fiortbampton/L ' 

Mrs. Gol^9^. J^iccoi^ . /v — 

Mrs. GoodfelW, :,^.jfir- Bofawrib, Lacefterjb. / 

Thomas Gordon, Efq. Towtr HUi.. 

Mr. John Goring, of Cbifwick. 

Mrs. Grant, ofTurnbamGreefk 

CSmft. Gouhon, Efq. of Beverky. 

'JMI/J Kitty GoMltpni T^k. 

Mrs. XSreenfield, Bed-Chamber PPlman U ibehr 

S^^Jl^U^fbePfii^uf^At^ Caroline. . ; 

v^^XJurircf, of CaJHeDontfingtonj Leiceftsrjb^ ^ 

iiigbi Hon. the Marquis (jf Hartington. : 
RigkhS^n.jbt,Marckfonefs of i$a«iiigcoit 
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Rigbt Uofk tbi Eatlof Harrington. • .\ .ar.';^ 
Right Hon. the^ Covnufs^ ef HuntingdoiXi v.-.v-x r^J-.^ 
Right Hon. ihe Gmntefs ^/Harborough. ] '■ . 
Right Hon. Lady Anne Haftings. v 

Right Hon. Lady Scliha HailitiqgA.; ^■■' t v Vl^ 
Right Hon. Lady Gertrude Hodiatn. v ; . ; - -\ K 
Lady Haflerigg. ..- \ '^\ « /. :\.h 

Jkff/} Hotham. . / . \A 

Mfs Melefia^-tJdMmsi: • . :>:'::■ .: •; ; ; •; i .-.'vA 
Mr. Hamblcton, o/jB^U^-ftreet. V. 

JR^- M-. Haniniond^ iJV:^:i5«c^>^ i^ 

William Hanbury/£/ji K.5tr&Uflfjif^*^^ 

Nfirthampt(n^. •- ./. i ut 

A6v. Hanbury. * ' •. /\ n 

J2w: Mr. Haidmrjr ,• .iJ\:s (^:(^:JMgt0ii^ &w^: 

ilfr. John HotmeU^^rZ. Jki^^ NoKthmftof^ 
— -- Hardy, <%. ofDOapri^ ^hr^tfimpmjh^e^\\ 

ilfe'Harm.' -"rt-v^' ■ .^l -hu. ^^^ .. ; -- U .^*'. 
iifr, John H«Aifatf> ^.J^ 

nwreland. . '.:• ■ .v *.*! .■:■.'■.••.::;.' -am/o 

iWir. John Harrifon, cfStake/bg^^ Zork/k \ . ' xt: 

iJ<v. Jfefr, Hartley, K. of Kirby Stephen^ Jf^- 

moreland. . .' ^^. .lii/r.^ : :-..-..L'r a^-. 

jto^i^ Jftliana H«tlcy,: dfSs^k^^ risrjtfb*:. ^i \ 

Rev. Mr. Haffell, V. of Lawrence Eyot^ Hertf. 
Charles Hedges, Efq. of Peter Houfe^ Camb. 
Mr. Thomas Hdmcinpfiv^ *jft^^^-^^ :; : Vf vC 
JM>^ Hdmcrrow, ; : l^^:: .....i - v 
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Mr. Heygate, cflVi. 'Haddan^ Nmkamptmjb. '\ 

Mr. HigginfoDt HoWam. 

Capkifn HilU SUf^cit, ' 

Mr. Hill, af tie Grtrf/e^ Wftmtk: — - ^ 

Mr. George Hill, Londetij 

Mr. John Hilman, Brentford. 

'Mrs. Elizabeth Hitch, tutchMk-^reet. ^ 

Rev. Mr. Hoaxtj; hfy^ ^f tbdh-ee^St^^l » 

A^s. Anne Hobkirk, ofStokeJley^ Torkjb. 

Mts. Elizabeth Holland, ef H. ^fmmhj LH- 

cefterjh. 
il3^j;Hort5Cmj>^JV5wtJ&^^ •> , — . 

il^. Howard, of Tarm^ Torkfb. 
M-, Valentine Hqwcll, Rider-ftreet.' -k 

Revi Mr. Howlet, K of Roarfpton^ Nottl^^dmfir;. - 
M-. Hqwlet, of Stokefieyy TorkA. ^ ^ 

C^&»^/ Hudfon, of the Guards. 

Mrs. HudJi>n, TeifUl - 1 

Rev. ifiO-. Hughes, Cter. tf sM MfOSi Nartl^^ 

hnpton: : -/A. 

Mr. Thomas Hull, CMfmck^ 
M^s. Huftkf, of'^m^v rwkfh: '^" • 
Afri: ttuf»hinfooi 9ff[»gs Cl^i-Northm^tof^^ 

ftnre. 

Mrs. }^)&ioTx^,of.^iigrt9HtipmTrem. ^ 

ilfi/5Teficutt, Norimi^. ■ ■' -- 

iW^Tjcnrafe, tf Tower m. 

Rev, 
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Mr. Ofgood, London. 
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Society at Packington, Lncefierjh. 

Francis Paddy, Efq^. Berry-ftreet. 

Mr. John Page, Northampton. 

Rev. Mr. Parkhurft, of Epfom. 

Rev. Mr. Pawfon, of Lincoln. 

Mrs. Frances Paxcon, Co. Durham. 

Rev. Mr. Pepperell, ofClipJion^ Horthamptonfh. 

Mrs. Pepperell. 

Rev. George Periam, M. A. Student ofChrifi's 

Ch. Oxford. 
Rev. Mr. Perfehowfe, M. Canon of fFeJlmin" 

fter. 
Rev. Mr. Perronet, V. of Sborebam^ Kent. 
Mr. Edward Perronet. 
Mrs. Peftall 

Thomas Plampin, Efq. ofTehertoft. 
A&-. Jofeph Pratt, IVeftminfter 

AL-s. Qucnby, Northampton, 

R. 

Mrs. Raper, ofStokeflty, Torfij, 
%ifo. Mary Raper, i^. 

*v'* ' Mr. 
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Mrs. Richardfon, Red Uon-fquare* 
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Rev. Mr. Roberts, of Belton^ Ruilandjh. 

Mr. Roberts, of Belt on. 
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Mfs Robinfon, of Bu5ton, Torkjh. 
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Rev. Mr. Romaine, Lecturer of St. Dunjl4t% 

London. 
Rev. Thomas Rotheram, M. A. Fell, of ^ 

Coll. Oxford. 
Mr. William Rowntree, Sen. of llutton Rudby^ 

Yorkfh. 
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Mr. Edward Sawbridge, of Dav entry. 
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Mrs. Scawen, of MaidwelU Northamptonfh, 
Rev. Mr. Scott, R. of Arthingworth^ North amp- 
" tonfh. 

Mr. Severn, of the Tower. 
James Shaw, Efq. Grays Inn Lane. 
Mr. Sheerman, Kings-Jireef^ Golden-fquare. 
jM^. Shrapnel, of Bradford^ fVtlts. 
A-\ (a '2) Mr. 
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Mrs. Skrine. 

Rev. Mr. Smith, R. of Clay Cot&n^ Norfbamp- 
ton/hire. 

Rev. Mr. Smith, C. of Clay Coton. 

Rev. Mr. Smith, of Alexton^ Leiceftirjh. 
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Rev. Mr. Smyth, of Houghton^ Hampfbire. ' 

Mrs. Smyth, ofWirmoick. 
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Mifs Smyth, 
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land. 
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Sir John Thorold, Bart. ofCranwelly Lincolnfh^ 
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Mr. Henry Terry, Chifwick. 
J^f. John TetloWa Piccadilly. > 



- SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas, Le£iurer of St. Paul% Cf- 

,wni Gardin. 
Francis Thompfon, Efq. Bond-ftreeU 
Mr. Thompfon, afBavtutrj. 
Mr. Thornton, ofKiw. 
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Mr. Treflove, Northampton. 
Mifs Trott. 

Mrs. Turner, of Stockton. 
George Tyndall, Efg. of Batb-ford. 

Y. 

Right Hon. the Earl "VtmtY. 

Right Hon. the Count efs Vcrney. '..• 

Right Hon. Edward Wefton, Efq. of Somerhy^ 

Lincolftjhire, 
Mifs Wade, of Sulby^ Northamptonjh. 
Mr. Walker, Piccadilly. 

Mr\ Walker, fV. Haddon^ Northamptonjh. /. 

iV/r. Henry Wall, of Wolfingham^ Co.Durbam*\ 
Mr. Nathaniel Wallis, of Briftol. -.V' 

Mr. Walrond, Piccadilly. 

Rev. Mr. Ward, Chaplain to the Houjhold at ' 
^enfwgtcn. 

4 Mr^ 
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M^. Ward, Shorls Gardens, London. 

Rev. Mr. Warneford, R. of St Martins, Tork. 

Rev. Br. Waterland, Prebendary ofBriJloL 

Rev. Mr. Watkin, R. of Yelvertoft, North- 
amptonfh. 

Mrs. Watkin, Northampton. 

Mr. John Watters, ofDaventry. 

Mr. Welch, Mafter of the Free School at Wat- 
ford^ Northamptonfh. 

Mr. Thomas Weftall, Chifwick. 

i?w. M-. Whaley, of Low Mddleton, 

Mr. Wharton, of Wharton,, IVeJlmoreland. 

Rev. Mr. Wheler, Prebendary of Southwell. 
Mrs. Wheeler, of Park-fir eet, London. 

Mrs. Whifton, BeetftrHt. 

Rev. Dr. WilC6Ck«, Mafter of Clare Hall, Cam- 
bridge. 
Jl4^j Wilcox, of Hanovet'ftreet. 
Mr John Wilkins, Piccadilly. 
Rev. Mr. Williamfon, Choral Vicar at York. 
Mrs. Wills, ofWinwick, Northamptonfh. 
ilfr. Wills, of Richmond Buildings, Soho. 
Mifs Wilfon. 

Mrs. Wintringham, Tork. 
Mrs. Wood, ofTurnham Green. 
William Woodrooffe, Efq^, Chifwick. 
Mr. Henry Woolley, Northampton. 
Mr. Richard Woolley, Bitto. 
Mr. John Worcefter, of JV. Haddon, North- 
amptonfh. 
Mifs WorQey, Tork. 
Mr. Wowen, of Hackney. 
Mifs Wowen. 
Stephen Wrigh t, £y^ . ofHamptonCourt. 

Mrs. 
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M^s. Wright, ofWelford. 
John Wright, Efq. Piccadilly. 
Mr. Wrighton, of Daventry. 
Aff/iWyntcr, Batb. 

iV. B. Several of the Subfcribcrs Names came 
too late to be inferted. 




The Reader is dcfired to attend to the following 
Errata^ more particularly to that in page xciii 
of the Preface, Line 20. 

ERRATA. 

^ In the Pr E F A c E. 

Pag. XYii. lad Line but four, after of, for thin read than 
without a Comma between, 
aclv. Line 13, for Lmrdxtui Word. 
Iv. laft Line but three for Boylt read Bayle. 
Ixiv. Line 21, after m^n add than, 
Ixvii. Line 6, after corrupt Nature ^dd to mljleadus. 
Ixxiv. Line 21, for nnhire read whoft^ 
zdii. Line 20, for run read Jfcribe tt. 

In the S £ R M o N s. 

Pag^ 47. Line 21, for Sons and Daughters read Creatureu 
1 1 9, Line 1 8, after <wajh add away. 
Ibid Line 21 , after 1/ dele to. 
I ;8. laft Line but two, for you read Kve. 
224. Line 1 9 {ox2AfaJhionahlexcdAandf§Jbionahie. 
251. Line 199 dele the formers. 
272. Line i6> £w tot&Afo. 
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PREFACE. 



THE ,main ' Defign of tbe Sacfc^ 
Writings is to bring us acquainted 
with our IfH State, under the Cor- 
ruption and Apoftafcy of the Human Na- 
fer^/ by iKfe^ FklFv i&d with our Redenip^ 
tion by JefuiQbriJi.; The Rules* and iVe- 
cepts laid down both in the Law and the 
Go/pel were given primarily to reftrairi ds 
from Sin, which, as it was the Occafion of 
cur Rum, fo| If. continued in, willbetEie 
certain Hindrance of our Recovery : And 
the Do^Tines therein contained, inftruft us 
in the Nature of that Grace vrhich bririg- 
eth Salvation, and teach usf to turn to it as 
our only fie! p, and Remedy: Thus in rc- 
friaining from Evil, and being fubjed: to 
Grace, we are in th^'way of pradtical and 
acceptable Obedience to all God's Com- 
mands! To deny that Man is by Nature 
wretched "and finfill argues extrenae Igng« 
ranee of 5*ttYcrfencfej\and to affirm that he 
"^" * ' a came 
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dime fuch oat of die Hands of his C^«i^-*. 
tor is to contradid the Tcftimony of tl>^ 
Scriptures, and to charge God both foollflin 
ly^ *arid itopioufly : To deny therefore Qci-^ 
pttil Sin J in the Senfc of ^ow Church, is 
the moft complicated of Herefies, as, h 
^ inakes void the Covenant of Grace, and 
iaps the Foundation of xeycakd Rdligioa, 
Every one Carries i» his own Bolbm a Witr 
titCs to the Ttuth oCUiia : DotStrinej = as 
everyone fiftds in himfelf|.in a greater <m- 
fcfs degree, ia Want of due Love both to 
God and his Neigbboon- f jih; : i ; 

The GoffJ^i of Cbr^ is i JDifpenfatipn! pf 
Peace, gracloufly calculaied-toireooncil^ uisi 
both to God ' and one another*, but how jt 
has failed iA general of thcre:bk{re4 Efici<^s^ 
tlirough the prevailing Powder of Gorruptioq 
^M Sin, let the Annals of Church ttiftp^y^ 
tcftify, which iibform us how often Cl&r^/?«- 
^ew has been turned into a Field of Blaqd^ 
smi reprefentlhe horrid Barbarities o£C!hr\f 
Hans, fo called, towards, their Brethreij, aa 
equalling, and in fome Inftaoces eijceedingj, 
ftie tyrannous Hatred of perfccutiijg : IJea^ 
thens: And therefore all thofe Prophecieg^ 
which fortel the peaceable happy Stat^^c^C 
G&rj/?^' Church on^ Earth .(uffcr, VjdgQc$i. 
•^^ " ^ wlien 
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when expounded as already fulfiUed: Tbo 
otttward Eftablilhmeot of G^f^i^/i^ has la 
no fuffident Senfe yetanfwcrcd the glorioui 
DdfcriptioD, andcoiifequendy they muft re* 
fer to feme future joyful Time when Men 
d)al! not only live fafe under the Proft^oo^ 
but alfo in the Temper and Spirit of thi| 
Gofpel. THen> and not till chen» fhall 
Nat^onceafe to lift up Sword againft Nation^ 
dhdthey that are called by the Holy Namc^ 
depait from IniqtiJty and love as Brethren* 
-' The bloody Sword of Periecution hath 
indeed for fome time flept in it^ Scabbard, 
Irtitth* Spirit of it neither flumbcrcth nor 
Qecptth : The Animoiities;. that prevail 
dtrtffrig the foveml divided Parties of Cbrif^: 
tik^ In the World are an indubitable Proof 
^ this 5 nor can we hefitate to pronounce. 
rt»t- they have War in their Hearts 
wfiilft they (harpen their Tongues like %. 
Serpent, and ihootout their Arrows, even 
bitter Words. If we go to and fro among 
the outv^ard Chnrches of Cbrijkndi^m^ and 
fiac^tfer Attention on the wrangling Difputcs. 
of^tiie Learned, and the higotted Zeal of 
tfi6 ij^orant Multitude, . inftea^ of faying, 
io hii^ is Chrifi, or lo, there ! we ihaU be 
twti^ed to fay, that He i| neither here 
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nqr there, but that the whole is a Babel of 
Contention, and that were the emblematic ' 
Dove fent forth from the Ark of G6d 
amongft us^ fhe would find little Reft for 
th^ Sole of her Foots nay, to fuch' a^ 
Kfeighth have tHe Waters of Strife prevailed'' 
as fcarcely t6 afford her an Olive Branch' 
for a Token of Peace upon the Earth : Now 
where Envying and Strife is, there is not 
only Gorii"ufion, but every Evil Work, 
Wickednefsr in High Places, and Wicked- ' 
nefs in Low. 

Great Pains and much Invention have 
been employed by Authors of diflfercht' 
Perfuafions , to 6x the Character of jititt^ 
chriji .on tHis or that particular ChQrcb : 
Spme of our own, learnedly wife in theif ' 
Expolitions of the jipocalypfe^ have &hcied 
that this M3rftery of Iniquity, in every 
Limb and Feature, is exadly and fingly 
pourtrayed in the Bifliop of Rome -, arid' 
feme among the weaker of the Proleilant 
Dlffenters, led by an educational Prejudice 
againft Epilcopacy have divided'the flooT^'* 
and given one half to the Church of RdM¥^ 
and the other to the Churcti of Emlaridy ^ 
npt knowing. that Antichriji has no mor^ t^* 
do with the Hierarchical than with any' 

other 
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other Form of Church Government ; that 
he is hot confine:d to any particular Charac- 
ters, Places, or Churches, but hath let his 
Foot on the Breadth of the whole Eartft, 
and erefts his Throne as eafily in ia Synotl 
of Prefbyters as in a Confiftory of Cardinals : 
For wherever there is a Thirfi after earthly 
Dopainion, or the Exercife of tyrannical 
Power over Mens Confcienc^s; wherever 
the fame Hands that deal out the^ myfti- 
cal Body and Blood oiCbriJ are defiled, wi A 
the Wages of tlhrighteoufnefs ; wherever 
thofe Hearts which (hould be Temples of 
the living God, and bear the Image and 
Sqperfcription of .the humble Jefiis^ are 
exalted in Pride above their Brethren ; 
wherever any thing that is in IVIan, or can 
be of Man, ufurps the place of Cbrifiy and 
robs Him of any Part of the Honour of 
our Salvation J and laftly, wherever Pcrfc- 
cutipn hangs out her bloody Flag for the ra« 
vening Wolves to hunt and devour the 
harmlefs Sheep of Cbrijl j whether this be 
at Rome or Geneva^ among Paptjls^ Luibe-* 
rans^GaJviniJis^ or others — There Abomi- 
nation fitteth in the Holy Place --- Therd 
Cain finileth Jbel — There jinti(br^ Ms 
iiphisHprn. , 
, - a 3 Thdt 
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>: That is a corpmon Error jind fatal in; jjts 
Confcquences to true Religioni which pla^ 
ces more to the account of the outy^^ard 
Conftitutiofi of that national Churqh to 
^hich Men belong, th?(n to th^Lifejaod 
Fbwer «f Godlmcfs : Hence it is, that 
ttioft qf die Difputes which have exercifed 
the Pen§ and JPaticnce of Writers andRea* 
ders, have been aboijt thtJ external Polity, 
the Cerenaonies, or the different PpWons 
of this or that Chutcli,;^!rwh6r than conr 
cerning the Fiindanientai? of i^ifii^^^tji 
and hence- that m general' FfJ/t^le do npt|b 
ipiach mean \?y v^kivg Gonver^xhc winning 
of Souls to Cbnfiy ^nd-bripgif^:thpm uricl^f 
f:he pQwfcrfiiUnflucncss of pofpe;! Salvatiopj, 
as making thence Prpfelytc&.tofSme particular 
Modes of Worihip, or to n Certain Way, of 
fFhinking abdut Religion. That Samenefs 
of Commpnion in Externals among Chrif-^ 
fiamy who are united in. Spirit and Affec- 
tion, is a diifirable thing;no one can well 
deny ; but that fuch Agreement in all .out- 
ward and aDceffary things is neceflary or to 
l>e expeded, ought -flot to. be atfirnrijed j foj: 
^ere Peoplevdiydied of that ?x\^% Selfi/b- 
-nefs, atidlmpatience which fo Indiipofe^bern 
ifor bearing with. (^her% they mig|it find 
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^ftC^diff^tteiiroutwaiid Commnmoos- among 
C^^mis, anvAcompa^hl^wkk thePeactt 
df'tha UnlveriaiCbnrchj as> difiereiit 6odi«« 
€brpOrflteu>e widi the Peace of arKiogdomi 
f^^ffeak of Aich Chiiiflian Sodetict as build 
l^n Che Fouffdttion, hold >th« fame-Head^ 
Md enaintalift'nd Friadj^ies'OOntttry to tfaf 
Bffehctof FtaUt/ or the Saftty of the Gq« 
vtt^hitient •: ■ Such ' > different' Families cif 
€hfpiitns,'ifi!tHsBixpttffion maybeallowedi 
zMtibiy diifeMJng. concerning; leiler Points^ 
aitd^Wpplyyng Bu BatiJ'^s DoGxtie of Mod^ 
<iatiditt abdut'M«9stand Drinks, to the refpec* 
ti9eJ8tibjeas;dfStheir Differencic, may haf>^ 
&;feigil!j|}^i»ifted!inithe^Chiuiih fiom the Be* 
^fitfttig^ fetveis'fomzny Checb one upon 
d^bth^Mo reftrftih from diforderly Walking, - 
i& &3^tc holy Emulations, to afiTord varioui 
0^%'gons for ithe Exerci(b of Cttfiftian Cha^ 
ri^v^ ft) prevent Ownbinations to corrupt thf 
Seriptui^; or asa Mtansto prefcrve or xer 
vivc ibfrie precious Truth or :Do&rine that 
E^ht btherwife fiiferLofs : But tho' iboie 
W ■ other of thfefe good Eiitk^imay hereby 
be^ aftA^rtd thttiugh the over-rtiUng Power . 
ofProvidenceijjyet it woiild confefledly he 
making a bad >U& of this Argument t» 
fdfhi -it ^irito a -ftretext for Diviiipns entered 
?'^^ > a 4 upon 
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upon through Warxtonncfs, or to palKtte 
the OuHt of caaf(?lefs Schifms grounded in 
F^ndnefs for Novelty and Ghang-c. 

What has here been faid iD Favour of ten- 
der Confciences well agrees with theTemper 
and Moderation of our excellent Cluifcb 
m this>Matter ; ya» forne, dtherwife minded, 
object to all fuch ditritable , Indulgence, 
^hat God is the God of Gr^r and not of 
Gonfufion : But jhe Applipatipn of this 
T^exti obtains no^ proper Place here, as Or*- 
dier is well co;)fiftenf with vDiverfity, tho' 
ftot with Confiifion^ nay DiVterfity, in pro-» 
per Difpofition and Arrangement, is.in fire^^ 
qucntlnftanccs the very Beauty K>f Order} 
and . fuch Diverfity is viable in all God's 
Works ; every GeTms of AflinJals and V^* 
tables an their dififerent Tribes bears Teili- 
fnony to this Truth, and doubtlefs theBlef- 
fed Angels and Spirits of juft Mea made 
perfoft, belong to different ClaiTes and Go- 
3HJemments, according to their various Kinds 
said Degrees of Excellence, and their differ 
tent .Gapacitiesr for Glory : - If Men therefora 
differ, let it be according to their Order and 
to the Will of God, and then all is well j 
cheirDiffcretices^f hen. become only as diiFer-r 
ewt J!^otes.in.a Pfaltcry,' ^whofe Variety harr 
J- : piQnizes 
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moni^^cs in .one mek>diQU&TuQe.of. Pdrai^ 
to the Lqrd of all Lorda, :wiiofe \l|/ii4^Q9; 
Power, and Goodods are difplayed with 
infinite rDiv^rfity; jho' v^ronderful^ Order, 
throughout the Kingdoms of liieayen ami 
Earth. ^ 

, ASvthe Wor4 EJiabliJbn^nt is o6en v^ 
by ifofne as .a Pieg for Uncharitablencfs^ and 
iiach a Conflitution is tOQ much/eftcd io b^ 
otiher&as a proper Security for.tbe Tmtl) and 
Welfare of Religion : That we-^may: -odt 
grow r^mifs by our Advantage, and ib be^? 
conie Loieris by that which, was intended 
for our Benefit; jthat we be not high mindt- 
ed "but fear^. and not trufib ixk the Arm of 
Flcfli for our Defence, but in the living 
God,' it wull be proper on this Account, as 
. well t as to anfwer other Defigns of thif 
Trrface^ to confider, fomc of the variom 
Changes and Revolutions that have happen^ 
ed in the Church fince its firft Alliance witb 
the State. And here we fhall do well to 
refleft, that the Eftabliflunent of Cbriftiamty 
under the Countenance and Pmtedion of 
the Civil Power,, great as the Bleffing is in 
itfelf, is but an accidental Circumftancc, 
and no eflential Property of a.Chriflian 
Church, Xpeing ,th4t we a<;kijowlcdge thpfc 

.;:• to 
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i) liave been the pureft Ages of it before it 
Ttncw any fucii Tutelage : Fc^ fo it has hap- 
pened, thro* the Malipe of Satan and tii^^ 
Mirruption of human Nature, that the 
jMoiis aiid praife- worthy Care of Chtiftratt 
Princes in providing for the EnCOuragttnerft 
and Support of Religion and the Security of 
Its Profefibrs, has been in many Inftanc6s 
difappointed, and that by a moft unh$pby 
Reverfc of hoped for Confeqiiences, me 
Indulgence of its Friends has on many dc- 
cafions proved more fatal to the true Intereft 
of Cbrtjiianiiy than the Perfecutions of it j 
Enemies* " The Church which before, un- 
der all the Weaknefs and Dlfgrate of Infancy 
and SufFenngs, grew up as a tender Plant, 
, and as a Root out of a dry Ground, yet 
bearing much precious Fruit, when tranf- 
planted into the richer Soil of an Eftablifli- 
mertt, did fobn lamentably degenerate: It 
waxed great indeed in the Sunfhine of Pros- 
perity and under the copious Showers of 
Royal Favour and Bounty, but its Fruitful- 
nefs was inipaired thereby: She ftre^ched 
forth her Branches unto the Sea, and her 
Boughs unto the River, but Uttle elfe than 
Leaves were feeji to grow thereon. No 
&>ner did Riches and honours, Satan's 
^ laft 
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UftoAd mod prevailing Temptations^ flow iji 
ppop her, than Cbrifiianity began to wear 
another Afpeft, the hitherto inflexible 
Spirit of its Profeflbrs gradually foftened 
iiitoaConformity to this World, andChri^ 
Ifian, Simplicil^jgavc Way to Earthly Poliqri 
£a|e and Amqence engendered Securityi^ 
and whilft Men flept in a fklfe and fatal 
Peace^ the Bnemy with a full Hand fowed 
ihi^k the Tares of Covetouixiefs*^ Ambidon» 
and Worldly-rhindednefs in their Hearts, 
which grew upand choaked the goodSeedl 
Henceforward, a& Church Hiffory bforms 
us,, was to be iccn great ftriving among 
Eccl?{iaftical Pcrfons for the higheft 
Di^pjties and ' ncfieft Preferments, and 
iriuph Pontifical Contention about Precc* 
clehcy and JurHTdidion : The Difciple now 
wanted to be above his Mafter, and the 
Servant above his Lord : Nay, Chrijfs pre- 
tended Vicars began to afpire at fupreme So- 
vereignty over Princes, and to fet theFoot of 
Church Power upon the Neck of Roydty. 
Mof^ Authors fix the ceafing of miracu- 
lous Powers in the Church about the Time 
of Conftantine ; and the Keaibn commonly 
aiCgnedfor fuch Difcontinuance iSj^thatbe« 
ing now under the ProtedtioQ and Securitf 
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trf)fjfO'pi^Vifli,meQV ilie do longer ftood in 
':Ppni (^ tlioie cxlfapri^oary Seals and Att^f- 
.^fs^oo^.ito the DiTinity of jb?r Qriginal an,^ 
|3i^iijC8} Jwbereas.th«.TF,u^pf the Matjte^ 
i»f4 €W»^ Me&%e Jie^ ,here; The iftwar^ 
iQi^,^ jGracQs of tjie Hpljx $jpiri|: wefe 
pamtf^y • fwflefled by the iwinjiiiive G&r^ 
W<(iftij:,i|ii«lr, ar/cleflit fJ^ofe ,pf (god,, th^r 
My JwWtioo it^f Uje , lLi/"fi,of Gftr^^ ..th?k 
]H»ir(tf|i^> ^aitbi thejr > fevp^, Pij^iplinfi, 
^<iR:Pe«Mn«&M:to thftn^iy^orld,: aqd their 
^i^tQl£T»tic», j<:iirichje4lheir ^pjyiis wMk 
ymi^fflM .(iijtnOHilwatipiw of the JHr 
yw* Enejigji'il tljcy ■ wwe . indeed . I4viftg 
^Jc&jplcs of thtHoly.jQhoft, gn4 (Jk^ - 
MiK>ught>i» ;tbeir Faith apd hy theif Vf\^ 
aiMl'^ereCacQ nMuiyoi^ty Works didjihew 
lorth Ma^mjdives in thepa< : 3vt whe^ Cbri/i 
;^4«»i ibr^bdsjjjcir. firft Love and beScanj^ 
jKR^dedipt the- Things of this Worfd, th«y 
Qdtnmeii«sd Member^ of ^oo^ei: |Cii^|^tn, 
iheir: fpirltual P^.^ers, .dfparj(ed wii^H th^ 
^pkatas^t&k, «od ^fequ^t^y . tjfe Effe^ 
4^^} |>. that .i^qm theFptirth jCenj^ury 
^own^ardsiwe m9?t.withi>ut;few,Miraq]le8 
^0f:/4 poti^c^ .I^OlDriety : th^t m^. he- depea-^ 

'.ded-lOtQi : '...■.;.:. ,•■,-•.•.;;, ..;. ..,..:r\ 

5o 
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Under this'Vifible Dccicftlten <jf Cbrijii'' 
aitiry, ill' the Si^irit and • PtoWrt 6f if, ^fcfr • 
oirttl^ vifible Church; iDohfcidin^ • thsc 
tSefe Divine SignattitesA^^rerift de^>artfeci frota' 
hei^; and that fhe was^^ m) longer^ &i gmenfly * 
tHaf piire^ that diafte, that heavenly' Spoufe- 
of CS&r^, all ^loridtts withiir, and toairTd-* 
lorfs'ln Gifts 'as befbrfe, b^gan t6 deck faer^' 
felf In'iU'the pdnted ahd pompbtbOrria^^ 
nlfciftS of" a gjifferirtg putfide WoriKj) j- 
iragnificfeflt Terffples' tfrith intich Imaigeff • 
andf JSctrijptufe, wfettcrciafed, and beautified • 
\tfith all that Man's Art and Device could- 
prnjeft ^d execute y doftljr Veffiriients; 
gilded t^drmlufe, tfo/JeS df Gold and SilVcr; 
dcK6i«lted wMi' ' ptiddotis -Stones, ftatdly 
Wa* tandl^, ^c. were introditced into thcT 
Oiotches, as well to feed thfe Pride of 
Ma*i as;ta ttiike a fandlimonibos Shotv/ahd^ 
to fupj)ly the Want of the trufe Riches, lb 
v?as noWtdfo that Men Began to fetch their 
Divitilt^ from the Schools, and to fubftitate 
hufniti Learning in the room of that Wif*-'^ 
dom wHith 15 from AbbVc, whilft a Syftem* 
of Opinions, piftiftftioiis, and curious Spe^ 
culatioris on the one hand, and a gorgeous' 
Ceremonial on the other, made up the Reli- 
gion of the Times. — ^ . . , . 
-'2 . From 
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■ From this Glance of Things th^^fer^ 
there is too much Reafon to conclude, that 
pnc Cbtifiianity was far from gam!ri|j^ 
Ground frpm thetimeof lis Efe^^^ 
downwards, and that earthry*; B.iche^ and 
Honours proved Means iB fbited to adfkwbe 
file Intdrcaflrof Eyangiflfetl Piety j nor is it 
difficult to ipoiht outi;^et^id tiie GjHi^ 
in thefe nicire early Days^ ^ ffiftodk hef 
vinccrkiid Bft htr Way'V asr^aHb liow tni}ch . 
bettei^flrt't^iM'hav^ 
kftd:tnie'#oniitt^^ Pt6tc^f6a 

tfnd Supj^ frdm jftite "S titty fhe had riiof^ 
feithfxilly ']f)?efer^d her AtfcgiknCf to ^fllftv; 
whofe Kingdotfi U not of %is World/ kHd' 
not defiled herfelf With' tlJe Maxims, Polfi^ 
ticks and Ailiances that lire only . or tfiif 
World, rainfiixii of the Fate which attcrt^ff'^ 
the confederate Ships of jfebofaj^bat aiidF 
j&aziab^ at Ezion Geber. But the Lord;^ 
who never left himfelf without Withcffcs 
evenjn Times of the greateft Degeneracy > 
and who raif^d up Prophets of old to reco- 
ver the Apoftate Jews nrpm their Defedliohs 
to Idolatry, has in all Ajges of the Churdh 
called forth holy Men, animated with a 
pure and fervent Zeal for his Glory and thic- 
Good of Souls, to bear their publick Tefti- 
3 mony 
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iq^y tothe Truth) and to reft^ Religion 
%^ Igporance^ Error, aod Corruption; 
4p(?c«dingly we read of WoUq at Lyons^ 
^^^^1 Arch-Bilhpp of 7W-/9> tZ^^/Mi i) 
J^pis^ tbauier^WifkUfe^ and others, either 
l^^y prot^fting ag^pft fuch Ijinovations in 
Qo^i^ri^ie 4s,,h^ endangered the FoondatH 
oj|S. of ReliglDOy or built thereon nothing 
^tfer than a rotten Super Aru^re of Wood, 
E(aj;^ Stubble ; or elfe leading the bepightdi 
Ch^imt of . thofe Times through thf Dark^t 
ncjT? and Foriuality of an outfide Worihip to 
!^ppentance from, dead Works and a living 
^aith, to a Righteoufnels and Truth in tho 
ip^ji^ard Parts ; ^or ought we to think fa 
ujqc^ritably of thofe who were out of the 
^9^h^ of thpirinftf unions and\Examples, 
^j|)g:^ore, to conclude that anK)ng thenn 
wq^ wanting many holy Souls who, tho*. 
ittjijauch We^knefs and Supeifftition, yet io 
Simplicity and true Devotion, fpund\ theiT: 
W^y to Qod, and. were accepted ^i Him. , 
. A,n Author of Church Wftpry,. who b?K 
tja^ys no Partiality in Favour of the. Afcctic^. 
Life, .gives the following fliort Account of 
ibni^ ^^/^ Monks who lived according to. 
the Rule of St. David, at FaJI Rofine in. 

_-^''.'r . .- .. ... ,'^ . :■ P<Wn" 
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PhnSroiefl^ire^:*^ They were raifed with 
** the crdwing of the Cock from theif Beds, 
^ and thcif betook theirfelves to their PHiy- 
^ crs, and fpent the reflf bfthe Day iri-ffiSr 
"■fcvtr-al GaHingis.; Wheti their Tafk was 
** dorife, * thty again ireftdwed thcinfelvfes fti 
•^i^rayersj MeditationS; Reading and Writ- 
♦'ing'-^'anH 'at Night; yhcii die He^veris 
*^%efe full of Stars, they firft'hegari to 
** fSi&rhzimg'i^^ to 

•« fatiify^ Hurler '6ri- Bread; Watcf, ■ aflH 
^HerBs r 'TfeH'thci third 'T^inie they W^^ 
** to tHfeii^ ft-ajrefs 'an^ ' fo tb Red; tilt tlfe 
*« Ciroil^tFon =6f ihiSir dailf fimplbynic^^^^ 
^ returned ' in ' tht Mbrmri^. ; 'A Spe(JtJcitc 
•* this of Virttie ahd CohtirieAce, wHoal'tho' 
** they received nothing of any tHifig Very 
^ txnwflHngly, yet were (b far fVdfii wanting 
*^ IsFeceflaries, that by tfieir Paiiis they prBvi- 
**ded Suftenarice for niany poor Peoplfe, 
^^ Orphans, Widows, and Strangers.'* 

To the above mentioned Names fiicceeded, 
at fothe Diftahcfe, the illuftrious Catalogue 
of Reforiners both at Home and Abroad, 
who pared of? manyErrors and Super ftitiohs 
from Religion, and exalted the Dodrines of 

*fir7&r, in his Church Bifi. Book VL 

difine 
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ilivine Grace on the Downfai of Merits, In- 
dulgences and other lucrative Figments of 
' Man's Invention : The People were now per- 
mitted to read the Bible s the publick Service 
of the Church was performed in a Language 
imderflood by all, and Perfecution was no 
longer eftablifhed by Law. Thus Light. 
Liberty, and Moderation, became the Glory 
of our excellent national Church : And tha* 
ir be generally allowed that our Reformers 
went too. far with Cahin in fome particular 
Pointsi» yet a Church fo well ordered and 
modelled in^ the main of her Dodrines and 
Conftitution had little Reafon to complain of 
fome fewTenets which in thcHands of mode- 
rate Men could do no Hurt to Religion. But, 
as if on purpofe to teach us, not to place 
our Strength and Confidence in any the beft 
framed Conftitutions, and to inftrud: us in 
our need of continual Watchfulnefs, in le& 
than a Century jirminianifm got footing 
amongft us and met with Encouragement: 
The Dignity and Powers of the human 
Nature began to be more highly thought of, 
then according to the Dodrine of our Ar- 
ticles, Men's Attention was called oflf from 
the Infide to the Outdde of Religion, and 
more Pains employed to decorate the Form 

b than 
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^than to urge the Power of Godlinefs :, N^or 
did it a. little help Religion on its Way 
down-hill, that fome who talked loudly of 
Grace and the Spirit, fliewed tbemfelves 
Men intoxicated with the Dregs of earthly 
Policy, thirfttng after ten>poral Dominion) 
and turning Faith into Fa^pa. This fer- 
wd to confirm Prejudices already conceived 
againft Dodbrlnes good in themfetves^ but 
di^raced by the Pra<^ices pf fooie thgt held 
the Truth in Unri^teoufneis ; Piety wa$ 
90W termed Puritanifm, Profanenefs and the 
Love of Pleafure knew no Bounds, and. it 
was common to place more of Loyalty. and 
ReHgion in drinking Bumpers to Church 
and State than in fober Serioufnefs^* Pblkick^ 
and Pqlemjcks had a great ihare in the Re-* 
Hgion of the Times, and this occaiicmed a 
variable and time-ferving Kind of Divinity : 
Thus the fame Dodrine of poffive Obedi- 
ence and Non-reiiftance which was a diftin- 
guiAing Badge of Orthodoxy in one- Reign, 
^as eliminated in the next : One while he 
was thought bcft affedcd to the Church oi 
England vfltio exclaimed loudcft again, tb^ 
Church of Rome ^ and foon after a Spirit of 
Moderation appearing in Favour of fcrupu- 
Iocs Confcienccs, the Alarm, was founded^ 

th« 
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Ait the Cbiifeh Was in Datiger from a very 
diftititit QuarttfTj, and the Rage lately vent- 
td ^agalhft the Pdp^s was now fumed 
ai^alSiftth^jProteftantDiflfentert: The groA 
W'&St Eftabfi(h(meflt efpdufed the Quarref, 
sfitd jpaited tbeihfdves intd' the nonienii- 
<J«^ Ditifiofls bf riigh-Church ahd Low- 
Cfitkdt, whflfP'a niad ptarty Zeal ran away 
t^ the €i»fi(^ of bi}th 8fdiiSj and- truei 
^%iiMl Wa§ loftf in- the Scuffle/ » 

'"*fh"4 Enetrtfife^f reivedea "Rdigioh tri-' 
^(ifinj^dattieihBldingtheie'AhlMofities and 
BivilionS'lfr theCfiufch, 'aftd ftbm fochln-^ 
rt«8lahey Sft^Chitaige <Sf PrtndJjjles fetch- 
#^- ArgoiAeritir^ih Trfvwih* of Infidelity^' 
fttef' coaMittld the Clergy as labburing 
Tik^d to fujyport tfce Credit tof a Party than 
tfe^ iiitefefts df tmd Piety, and were ten»pt- 
dd iE6' tfiink thit nothing mofe was meant 
^Chttrch, ■ than that ontWard Conflituticirf 
6f Wfrom which diey derived thtir Power 
ari^ Preferments : And that Which contribd- 
itS # the Growth of Deiftii zi much as any 
other Gatrfe -was rfie great Deletion froto die 
iJdftnnes of the'Reformation : In the rooift' 
of f ftefej diy theolbgical Reafoning and Mo- 
ral Eflafys^ had long before been fubftitoted, 
and itit Fa^hterf irt tHs r^fpeS was hot al- 
fdt^i the prevailing Dimity witl* many 

b 2 • was 
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was a (ocvloiii tth\c2Ay f&\it\c2li poU 
Socn?thing*i that "we' ha?id »ii6- Name for,- a. 
kind of Cbnfiianity with'litlle* or notMng. 
giy^fuiGhriJim it; it came jn6t tbaafed 
with the Spirit of the Gofpel, ■ txA therefore 
produced /no fpiritual EflfedlS itt the Temper 
o£' the Times* How long this COBtiiWfcd 
]£i' isa(hion, <&r bow hfwaofr df-ft is ftitt ^Wft> 
i take tvJtcaipon meh^* Id^-iffitrm : HoHv- 
evcr, we are?teun«E^tf jdftieft to aUoViri that 
iDEiany excdkrit^WkmesV'With good BJftiop 
Bmeridge i$k,'Ahb''Heti^ cffi%hfem, comfe in 
forBxcejitiorte ^ the alW*^ Rdmark. * • , 

A IcaraidiUiviiW of lhfe€1»Urchof Efe^- 
iand, in ~u Treatife piibliflied about' the 
Time I cani/pesking oft whferein he freely 
cenfures the: Defett beftrftmtfitioned, t6ge- 
tbcr with that- erroneous Way of debafing 
ChriJliiimfy'tXfZ Level 'with natural Religion 
laaade ufe &{ ixy i6mt celebrated Divines ttien 
living/ and who&Writingffarfe ftill heW^m 
too high AdmirStion by many, exprefFes 
kittifelf thtfe^ >? It is'verlly ^ Pkuk ih^Udky 
V fnany /6f :dijS-pi>blick Teachers of -ouir 
A^Times, - that their Sernibns ' are * moral 
*if*Haradg^*c^ generally, as If they wWe 
■!^f^ preaching It Old R^m or JthenPr^^tid 
** their Auditors were all Infidels z^Wt fee 
^^rtee bad ^ffedts of this on more accounts. 

" than 
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^^tlvinonc: !Jfhc conftant infiftiog on no^ 
\^ tbiqg, bufr'Moraiity hathridtcly infpired; 
^^>^^n'*s Heads; with, this Notion, that ne-i 
|j^,?ptledf Religion r is of little Confideratid» 
l[,^,and Worth j and this^ hath* been brw 
?M;,gr«ati-oQcafion. of Deifai.?i: And a few 
]^Jglg|e8^^aft^^.:v^r-^^^£!lnce fo many Preadi^s 
^{>]^V9 confmed^thciir Diicdurfes, as to the 
WrXaai^i to Mor4lity> there haih been lc& 
1^ ,^Gft?fEr in ,Pc9&|$b|ng thaa .^ert. There is 
*,Mpknty. of, ep«e«llent;Dift:ourftS/ from the 
^5 Piulfit wh^tein the riatUiejcif aH nionfl 
" Offices is ^t[ forth, butnotwithftaoding 
* rtl^is^ there jrwep was lefe MirsUty in Mens 
VrLives :and)>Arftiow, which fhews that 
*,Sthcre .is foi«i^thing of a \bigbcr ^Nature 
f5 wfintingi riu>d: thaft the base inculcatihg of * 
^^ifPioral Duties ^^^d virtuous Living is not 
^.fofliaBnt to iBiend Mens Prafticcs *.'' > 
t^jit jBuftib&aUowed that there is too nmcii 
Tnuth' in thefe Compkints, and that thfc 
%ain of Qur Divinity h^s warped much 
fri^qri* the Refprp^adon Standard within thi& 
^entsary,;afl ,wiil plainly appear by compa- 
:i[»g: tiW ■ WilitMS of both ^ Times, We 
abound^, with Is^rnedi and ^ ingenious Dif^ 
^Qwrfes. pD.th? Extent and. Obligation of 

t... b 1 ' natural 
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natural Religion, ideal Fiweffes and Relia- 
tions of Things, and thfe Biauty of nioral 
Reditude : But thefe ferve rather to amufe 
than amend the Age, and bring us' no nttret 
to true Cbrijlidnify than au Hypothefis ih 
natur^ Philofophy : Such airy Speculations 
have always proved too weak a Foundation 
for pradic^l Piety, they want both Solidity 
and Authority; It is an unpardonable Er- 
ror in moft of thefe Writefs, that they 
confider human Nature as" ftanding in the 
Ability of a perfect Freedom, and therefore 
^ inftead of leading the Soul to God in an 
humble Acknowledgment of its natural 
Jmpotence and Corruption, ' that He may 
h^lp atid heal it with renewing and fandif}*'- 
ing Grace, they addrefs themfclves ta a 
fuppofed Sufficiency in Man, crying out— 
Do this and Hve^ thb' where he may find 
Strength for the doing they fhcw not : Thus 
they turn the. Covenant of Grace into a Co- 
venant of Works, and fend ns to the Lavv 
for Juftification ; they make Reafbn, tineh*- 
lightened Reafon, our Guide, and Free-will 
. our Strength; and fo Jay other Foundations 
than that which is laid in the Gofpel of 
Cbriji. ^ The focial Virtues, and relative 
Duties muft be urged, and urged Home looj 

for 
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for -they confefledly mak? a fonfidcrabk 
^wt of our Biji|GE\efe here j but then if wp 
^m^te fo Chrifiian^, let us confider them in ' 
.th^ir neceiiary Connexion with . Gofpel 
Prif^iplesi let us reprefent them as only 
apceptable to God in Chrifi when founded 
up^n a found Conyerfion generated by a livr 
4^ ,Fdithj and . accompanied with Humi- 
lity, and the Love of Gpd : In a word, they 
ji^ft be Chri^iai^ CraceSj, exemplified in 
^dltce and wroqght \xx us by the Influence 
:9f thq Holy Spirit^ othcjrwifc they cannot 
|)e (palled Chri^ian bat natural , Morality, 
ipiei» civil Virtues, ufeful indeed in the 
prefent Syilqm pf JhwgSf but void of all 
Kdation fp the divine Life and the King*^ 

«iomofH?aYWf . 

. ^pother Method of treating Divinity, 
tpQj much in ufe with ,fome, is that which 
t(ff!i^% ia curious.. and needleis Speculation; 
on. the external jEvidence oi Cbrijiianity^ 
tnd in ^ Appeals, to nfatural Reafon for the 
Credibility of it : Thus to hear it very ela- 
tiorately proved that Jefus Chriji was no 
Impoilor, and that his Religion is an Infti- 
tutbn that challenges the Aflent of every 
radpnal Enquirer : To be entertained with 
niceDifijuifitipns on. the Nature of Miracles^ /* 

b4 in // 
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ix%:Qr4fcr/fo,:^(lM?w thftt thQcApoftlei ^ did iwt 
do thctn hy any Art of ijiij^ ^ worV^, ^ryt 
y<« by dialp«>lixal Goi}jufailott::^To heaijtfitn. 
made vetyipjftini that they w^ 
hgae& Men, .^nd thatritis ijiot at all tikeiy<t 
that they had^nny, Iptentifen tpj deceive i^fii; 
wbajt tfe^. We related, ^r;l©'r.* Howey^r; 
fijch kind of jRcafoaing m^y :l)fe. allowed to ; 
take pkeajaieftliiiig tb^fCayils of Infid^^ ' 
afHl pvittjisg t9.. filence ^^4^fii<^nce off&ch^t 
fpolifb M/aga^ rftart:fiich:^oUih : Qbje<aio«3f/ 
yct:this:-wwr6f Proof -j^in: tbePuliprtrte 
iwspt ^d- ittiile, fo/yffHft? ^om mi^iftriogi 
Grace to Jbg. JJearerfi,,Qiih^ping to^ 
them up ia th^ F^ith^ ^h»t |t rat^r {ag^tt Q>; 
fuggeft jMiijttQr of Doubting w^bingS;: wlwiBr 
of they n\ade.Do Queftbn .before. rr^iMJOug . 
Enquiries jn; Rpligipn. havfi-Qf late YtaiSy , ia 
T&^y Inltai^s^ been cftfFi^ -to a ^i^t 
l^ggtb of , fatK:iful JodiilgeiKjei .give» blrshu 
tp. many \«ipr<)fttable Qjjgftiofts, and b^e© fa 
far fronx a^j^'i^ering any ppeten^ed tjfefulnfcfs 
in repreffing tlw Spifit of JnfjdeWty amongft 
us, diat it . has greatly,, increafed lUijder .rt, ; 
which proves that^hefe ai;^ f|o6 the Wea^f. 
pons tliat ^tp mighty thfoMgh God to dftii 
puffing down the Strongrfeplds <?f Unbi^Ubft 
arid to make^ Cp^YertS;:to -the GofpeJ of 



EritaliSf^dby thaC'D^ftjilieebf Titif<e=ftt which 
sd^jfshga ii rem»V4l fitmi'tbd-firft Pttblic«« 
tkrlf):)^ it % in whidi 'OUffr Attthor * h^ gon^ ' 
{(fifta'^to adfeft, thbt atthe Es|^atioh ^ 
3?t 1J& Years its-'Eviachecwai be <|isitt ifcxv 

tte)Pro6f df ^k;^Atithofi d^lamyNUti dm^ 
MilatdM 'Affxitm< i^i- Ahai > Aier B^dence of 
06rp(iinkyia f<S)Q^ ^^m l(t>&ng'tinj|f thiag 
o$^$Wde thl&^ g|i^ ftroiigcj^ by Lengtft 
(^iV^fnei' Ucav^e i£ie BxaminttioUi of k»nl« 

licS^g^^^sHld b«ibi»Ar«bb l^tger It hub kept its 
e^oiBid'lhe fiinh^'4t'ftahds. Can taty ihmg 
Wtm9 trifthi^'^n jfuch whimfical Calcd- 
UC^ ^ C^ aoy* ^ing more d«lk)gate fi^om 
t^^oiknittof'tb^jQhriftiaa Religion than ta 
ikbjta^beCredibilit^df it t6 ihtt^ Invention 
c^^earik^ Metii dr to build anty Part of its B^ 
vt^tik^^iDn'rd'ktbticbas a Fouhdadon as the 
L*pfr©f-Yetfr*f''Do€s k not took as if we 
w69Gfl'di%di^efibd lor Aliments in Fa** 
vow'^f ■Gfe-5ift!im//y, Whefl its pretended 
i^^cates havd tecQUrie to fuch fury Fig^ 

JY^'■:■J. mcntt 
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xpend themfelves emphatically. — Thjeji^ 
ftand in no. need of Help fropi human hP^y. 
ning to fct |Jiem off, nay they are !Sui>» 
jeds which would fufFer Diminution frppjJL 
the moft pompous Strains^ of Rhetprijsrv 
The Heart niollified by C^race and a tendei 
Senfibility of its Sin and Danger, exults 
at the Sound of thcfe ^lad Tidings, like, the 
Chil4 ia the Womb o^^izabetb upon, the 
Salutation of Maryy it^jis:Willing and deii- 
Tous to -be faved in GocTs own Way, and 
therefore CQnfcrs not with it lefli and Blood 
ibout the Ml?ans or thc^ Mjf ^?)ry • Itobj^ias 
jipt, with J^^w^(elW5r^H9vy,caothefe things 
l^e ! Butfilences everyDpvit?tpf carnal .Rcafon 
with — Lprd^ if thou mh fbou canji make 
me dean —I believe^ I^^4, i>elp thoumy Un- 
belief. . In th^s Obedience of Faith jinder 
Gr^ce the Soul no longer makes Refiftanoe 
to the Drawtngs^of the Father to theSpn, 
andib rcjc^ives the Spirit, of Adoption,,. for 
as 'many gB receive. Him [(JJ&rj^] to thenf 
He giveth Pow^r to become the Sons -of 
God. And in this GrQundr^i^ opened, tlji^ 
I^<arine of, the New-birth, . qx God's., ^JiWy 
tualKingdoi^^in the, Soul, whcrje Cbrilk.jf^ 
rcprcfented ni fitting, oa his Throne .andUut 
ling with.; i^s Sceptre ,pf lUgh^ouinei^.jqt 
V. ..4.' tKe 
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tfii^^lliidden NT^ of tH^ Htait; ikitie doing 
tae<MJij of a Rifiiier'^ Fire ind of Fullers 
Sba^, bjr cleaiifing tis from iii^rd Pollution, 
iM purifying ^V unto Hiniftl^ sU a peculi^t 
Pid^e zealous 'of good Worfcl, arid naa- 
fiiing us Paftak^i^ df his owfi Divine Na- 
tarfeV.. '.'.V*'"^ • ' ■-•-'• 
" -Htirc vrie tik^e H' ii^tiblc ^iev^r; of Gofpel 
Sytvati6n; vtz::ki^li^dshoifi In the Hillp- 
f^^ihff in die'MjHft^ry. Itf the fornier is 
My: i^xhibftddVtl^ii^ Cbri^'iht'L&mb of 
fet^'T[kinando|fejr6|lupaS^ad-I(i^e for thfe 
ife'df'the v^IioW^drld, and'raifed again 
fo^'onr Juftifi^itibn : JHerern is chaira<acrlfed 
tlifk^onii'Whd- fulfilled all Righteoufoeis 
aiid'Tatisfied all jijtticie for Man by his aftive 
aftd piffive Obedience; the Prince of Peace 
rdcidtttilihg Gfod unto the World by the 
BlBbd- of the Crofsj the perfeft Pattern 
c>flmi^Wulate Ptirity and Holinefsfetting us 
atfBianiple that we (hould follow his Steps': 
rn'Ji word, the iriiniftring, fijffering, dyr . 
Irigi ''and' yet tridrnphant Saviour of the 
Wbrld. In the latter, viz. the Myftery oif 
iKt'lGoQJci, we fee how Things in\!vard an- 
fwer to H/hhigs outward as Fiace to Face 
iri a Olafs, by a 6brrefponding Work of the 
Si)&fit't)f Ood in our Sbuls. Thus we are 
' ' baptized 
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baptised into bi&SufferiAg« aftd made doflfar- 
mable to bid Death by the Energy of divine 
Grace, flayirtg in us the Body of Sin, and 
crucifying the World unto us and us urtto thie 
World : Purfuant to this we arc rifen again 
with Chrijf onto Nc^wWefs of Life by the 
quickning Power of hisRefurredlon, for be- 
ing pbnrcd together in the Lifccmffs of his 
Death, we ftiaft be alfo in that of his Refur- 
re(3iori. In like manner as Chrijl was in his 
outward Office tbeMinifter of Reconciliation 
betwixt God ind as, fi>is he ftyled the fame 
by his fpiritiiatty dwelling in us: ** If bfiiftg 
" Enemies we were reconciled by his Death, 
**^ how modi more flball we be fayed by his 
^' Life,'' /. e. by the Life of 6&rf/f nvahifef- 
uA HI us, which the Apoftle Calls •* the 
" Riches' of the Glory, (or exceeding rich 
«< Glory) of the Myftery of the Gofpel, t^iz, 
'' Cbn/f in us rfie Hope of Glory." ' And 
as our Peace is afcribed to the Hood of the 
Crofs, fa fe Peace of Confcience to the 
cleanfing Blood of fprinkfing : Thus all 
Righteoufnefs and Peace are fulfilled boflx 
externally and interndly, and Cbnjfils riiade 
unto us compleat Redemption. 

Were it not that we arc in wj**al' fo 

much accaftomed to hear and read'ihd think 

• . of 
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of Religion (mly as jfometlufig twUbQut us, or 
as foixiething totbe dime*fa]r.«uf» we {houhl 
(eadily fubfccibe tp thcfoUowing Truths de« 
Ujverod by the mofl Rev-jfafai ^/jif , in his 
^ko{^rueCbriJiiamt^Xh.YL "Foraf- 
<< ixuich as the Sabftance of theChriilian Re«« 
<^ ii^ion confifta ki our Regeneial»Qn^ or the 
^' i^itoal Renovation of the.Mind, it was 
'' the.Willof God, that tbc^ things which 
ihould be trap&(3ed in Man i|nritually 
aodf by Faith, ihould be alfo CHitwardly 
**fcl|brtt in Writing, and m the Words of 
^f Scripftuf e : For fines the fFerd is the Seed 
^ of God in us^ it is necefi^cy that it ihould 
^'^;%isgup and faring jfortfa ipintuad Fruit 
*Vin us: By Faith ma& that be cfibacd 
** within us which tlie Scripture declares in 
*«.the letter without us: If this EflfoSt doth 
'^ qot ; fotkwi then 'tis plam that the 
^^ "^Vord is fiill unto me a dead Seed, and an 
^ Enibrb deAitute of Life and Motion : 
*^ ilence in Faith and ict Spirit I oi:^ht to tafte 
^. and to &e the Truth of the Scriptures ; 
*^ for when God manilbfted his Will therein,. 
^, He didt not defign that it fhcxdd be buri- 
'^ ed in P^per and Ink, but that in Faith 
^^ and &>irit it fhould fpnng and gnaw up in 
^^ us itp: a&dl^ M eveaanew and in^ 
^ " " ** ward 
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*^ Wtf d MstQrc The Keafon is^ becai^ all 
is to 1^ fuifaied .and pe#fonned i^ 
and 3pirit whsctfoever the Scriptures do 
outwardly teach/' He dien goes . on J6 
eianxipHfy this Troth in mdny Pardcola]::^ 
and conchida^ ais follows: ^^ TheSmii: of 
^ dl is : The Holy Scri|)tifre doth ontmnad-: 
iy bear WiCneft to all thoie things which 
by Faith ought to be .infilled in Mm'; 
'' They defcribe that i^ingdom: of God in 
'^ the Letter which mnft recrive its Acoom-^ 
^^ pltfhiilient in the Spirit ; it ddCcribea CSbrift, 
^y from without who muft live witlnn.mc.b3f 
^ Faith ; ir delcribes \Adam m his Fdiiand 
^' Reftoratioii) which I xsixxSt find in my-^ 
•*fclf; it defcribra the . new ^emfakm^ 
**the new Birth, the new Creature^ .all 
^* which I muft harve fome Experience of, 
*^ or elfe the Seripttires will profit jme.noi- 
^^ thing : Now this is all of Faith, it ia the 
<< Work of God, and the Kingdom of God 
^ in our Hearts/' G^r^i^nrz/jf^thus coniideri- 
ed in a f[»ricaal View, and. coniequently in 
its true Relation and Benefit to the Soul i»( 
Man, comes reprefentcd in a way fui$ab]|e' 
tb its Digni^and Uicfulnefs, and is proper 
ly diftinguifhed from that ideal or external 
thing which fo commonly yfurps its Name ; 
\. /.r ^ making 
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tkn ecmftfteth not io NottaOvaod Specula* 
tbo^qc but: ih Spiritiand io.T«itbj .ao( in 
Irorm: but In Bcmer ; not id C^nioa f^pd. 
Brtbodosy^' or in Jradily .Exeiici^y bpt io 
fiacfcrience caediQbimge oCiiNa^res fgad 
tikt^jio.Cflefida^n^ Sjsfte(na:i>£;I>ivioitj,. po 
fmdaxlu SduMsk^ fCr Mod$»pf -Wodliip 
haTtcuLAy mother %ccd&ew]r Wtikip m^m 
foooo^fttban ftiihtfjr-^re fM^ajpecMeanft^ta 
j^l^nsAi^(3^:or j^^ thii Li^.io£. .God in the 

hwiSrii^^ RevcrcodiMni WHUam Lffw^ \m 
ft^aic of hisie^ecdleift Treaties: ^hafr expli-. 
csattd\theDoAnne«f tfaft new Birth witb.un* 
^nuxscm Penetntton^«id fheved with gr^at 
Sdidit3i^: that; the Whc^ of our Salvation 
kf rounded in it and rifes from: it: He has 
mt\i a a>nvjncing Sagacity jpefcii^d this 
tadft important MyiWy of i)ur . Rtidemp* 
tiobirom- the Errors of particular Syftcms, 
«nd 4he ^med Ignorance of v;^bal Cri* 
tic^f opened the/Nature of. original 3ia 
"^M^» th^ Fali in fo rational and fatisfying a 
nifi^ner ajs rfully juftifies thisfDodrine of 

.^j-j-; j ;«<j"-^'^ -■ ^.^'■..> :.•■•;.• • • 

, ..^.^etthSi Appeal :toDtipt &c. Titatifc-iki Regemtrm^ 
^ tion^'isA Spirit of Pray tr. ^' " 

j '= »>.v c Scripture 
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of Man's eternal Mifery thro' the Want of 
fuch Forgivenefs as is declared to be an 
Offence againft God in ourfelves; for it 
•proves to a Demonftration, that everlafting 
Death is no arbitrary Infliction of the Gdd 
of Love upon Man for Sin, feeing that He 
has done all that could be done to prevent 
our Ruin, but that it is the natural and' ne- 
ceffary Confequence of Sin chofen, loved, 
and pertifted in, and of Grace and Salva- 
tion rejeded. If the Reader is riot fatisfied 
with this Author's Manner of treating thefe 
Subjefts; as his Writings are abundantly 
fufficient for its Defence, I refer him in 
. particular to his Treatife, intituled, ^he 
way to Divine Knowledge:, in v^^hich he has 
obviated mofl: of the material Objedibns 
that can be brought againft it. Upon the 
whole, this Author's Works are excellent- 
ly well calculated for Ulefulnefs to many 
different Sorts of Readers, and to promote 
Piety in all. His Serious Call and Chrif^ 
tian PerfcSiion contain very afltdtionatc 
Addrefles urged with the moft cogent Mo- 
tives to this End, and are liable to no other 
Objedion than what is natural for Perfbns 
of too relaxed a Piety to offer. His Anjhver 
to tfje Plain Account^ ^c. is a judicious 
*- Confu- 
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Confutation of that grofs apd fundamental 
Error which confifts in placing Religion 
more in the outward and vifible Sign than 
in. the inward and fpiritual Grace. His 
Jifpeal to Deijis^ &c. proves with great 
Force of Reafon, that the Oeconomy of 
our Redemption by Jefus Cbriji is no poli- 
tive or arbitrary Iijftitution, but a Difplay 
of infinite Love and Goodncfs according to' 
the Laws and Conftitution of eternal Na-- 
jtwre. His Anfwer to Dr. T^rapp is a juft 
Correftion and Reprefentation of the Foll)\ 
JSirif and Danger of cautioning a carelefs 
' World againft being Righteous over much : 
And his fubfequent Writings do, according 
to their feveral Subjeds, aiiert the Honour 
and Dignity of the Chriftian Religion as a 
Divine Nature and Life, againft the dog- 
.^matical Dullnefs of the Sophift j the arti- 
ficial Pedantry of the literal Sciolift; the 
; malevolent Narrownefs of the Bigot ^ and 
the infedtious Ofcitancy of the Fbrmulift. 
A PcKfon of high Character and of a pene- 
ytrating Judgment in Divine Things (whofe 
i^ame would give Authority to this Re- 
mark) in a Letter fo a Friend, fpeaks of 
yiv. Laws Works as follows : " They are 
*^ certainly fome of the beft things for well 
. . c 3 '* difpofed* 
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*^ difpofcd Minds to read that I ever met 
** with i-Th^ lead out from BaM and tlH 
*t the Delufions of a Sedarian and Party 
*' Spirit in Rdigionj and I find them the 
*^ only Books for the fenfible Deift. ^' It 
muft he owned, that in his latter Writings 
thbrc ai*e forne; things of an uncommon 
Texttlrc which fuit not the Apprchenfion or 
Turti of et^ry Reader: But then let it be 
remembered, that as one Part' of his Bufinefs 
lay with rfie fubtile Deifty who, (heltering 
his Ihfidelity behind the Intrenchments of 
^hilofophy, bids'Defiance to Revealed Re- 
ligion, it would have been inept to argue 
with fcich a' one from Principles which he 
abfolutely denied, and therefore he foUnd 
ir bcft to force his Lines, and to engage him 
upon his own Ground : And here he proves 
that to be no other than a deceitful Reafon 
and a falfe Philofophy that furni(bes ^Ar- 
guments for Infidelity; and (hews that 
Chriftiansty feceives Illuftration and Evi- 
dence from that true Pliilofophy which is 
the Light of God in the Soul, making 
rfianifeft Himftlf and his Works both iii 
material and fpiritual, in temporal and 
eternal Nature, and which is profitable, 
^ well to eftablifh the Faith of the Believer 

as 
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m to put: to iikiKe.tb^ Igopr^nce of fooli£h 
Men^ J ihail conclude theft R^marki 
with t}» Author's own Words^ ia bis AT/i/ 

'' Let not the genuine, pjaiii^: fim^Ie^ 
Cbrijian, who is happy and., bleiibd ia 
*V the .Simplicity of a Gofpel l^aitb, ctake 
•* Ofltoce at this Myftcry, becaufehe hat 
^^ no need of itj for it is God's Goodnefs to 
" the diftrefled State of the Church, Men. 
^^ firom the Life aad Power of Qofpel 
*^ Faith> and groaning under the Slavery^ 
*' Darknefs^. and Perplexity of bewildered 
^^ Reafon and Opinions. 

" Neither let the Orthodox Divine^ 
^ who Aicks cloie to the Phrafes and Sen* 
'^ itiments of A-ntkiuity, rejeft this Myilery 
V as heretical, becaufe it opens a Ground 
**: of Man and of the Divine Myfteries not 
'* known or found in the primitive Writers; 
'^ For this is the very Reafon why be 
£hould. thankfully receive it with opeft 
Arms, as having and being that very, 
thing which the diilreiled, divided State. 
^^ ■• of the Church now fo greatly wants^ and. 
** yet did not want till it was fallen ftotn. 
*^its firft Simplicity of Faith: For whilft, 
*^ Faith and Life defended the Myfteries. 

c 4 " "of 
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^^ of Religion, die Ground and Philofopby 
*' of it was not wanted : But when Ortho- 
*!' doxy had given itfclf up to Reafon, and 
" had nothing elfe for its Support but Rea-; 
,-* i(bn and Argument from the Letter of 
"Scripture, :without the leaft Knowledge 
" of the firft Ground of Doftrines, then 
^^ it could only be defended as it is defend- 
^^ ed in every Seft and Divifion of the Chrif- 
-" tian World." /^ 

. And here we cannot fufficiently admire 
and adore the Pivine Goodnefs in raifing 
up fuch Lights and Helps as are beft fuited 
to the Needs of his Church in every Agie 
and Circuqiftance of it: Our own Obligatir 
ous in this Particular call upon us for large 
Returns of religious Gratitude: We have 
jfeen Cbrijlianity not only defended with .in- 
vincible Strength againft its Enemies,- but 
refcued from* Errors of Ignorance, and a 
dead Formality no lefs dangerous than opeSi 
Infidelity. We have our Ikilful. Workmen 
pf vdifferent Denominations that ;need not 
be afliamed ; fome demonftrating in a 
Method of Proof not to be gainfaid,. that 
.the facred Truths of our Religion have 
their fure Foundations in the Depths of a 
Divine Theofophy : Others by apt Analogy 

between 
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l«tvreen Things Nataraland Divine, added 
t6i profound Skill in the original Language 
of theOld feftamcnt, pouring Lij^t on the 
Mytteries of the New : A third Sort urg^ 
infg evangelical Doctrines in Demonftration 
of the Spirit and of Power, to the Conyidion 
and Con verfion of their Readers and Hearers : 
And laftly, fome ehabled by longEicperience 
infpiritual things to help the Cbri/fian on his 
way thro' the fecret my fterious Paths of that 
Life which is hid with Chriji in God, The 
iphief of thele both in Number and Strength 
^iw^e challenge for our' own — Members of 
thi^ fame Communion — Sons of the Church 
^{"England; 2ind' an Honour to our Church: 
f:<tf are they not faithful Soldiers of Cbrifi^ 
inighty thro' God to fight the Lord's Battles, 
^nd fiich as both defend and adorn it by 
their Jbaith, by their Doctrine,' and by their 
Lives ? But what kind of Reception and 
Encouragement have many of them m6t 
with from us? Have we given them the 
; Right Hand of Fellowftiip, and the Honour 
due to Champions for the Truth, and Men 
of Renown? or have we not given them 
Caufe to. complain that they have been 
wounded in the Houfe of their Friends? 
Have not opprobrious Names and Diftihc- 

tions 
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tions been fkftem^ on th^tn to m^ke ihtm 
pafs for 6d6larifts and Schifmaticks? Has 
tiot every Door to Favour and Advancement 
been fhut^a«)(l them, ahd^ whilft Church 
Preferments arc daily fold to the higheft 
Bidder like Fiihes in a common Market^ 
have we not fecn fome of them ftarving in 
-little Schools, Curacies^ and Ledureihips, or 
depending on occaficmal Benefadtions for 
their Subfiftejfice ? And have we not feen 
of fhefe able Minifters, not of the Letter 
only but of tho Spirit alfo, fupplicating 
Votes to be received for their Paftors by 
tbofe who, had they known their true Itw 
lercft, would firft have fought this Honour 
and Bleffing of them; and have \Ve not 
fe6n them fupplicate in vain, whilft others 
have been preferred befoi*e them ? Thefe 
things ought not to be faid, if thefe things 
Were not fo : But it is not the Defign of this 
Prefate to be particular. O when fhall we 
learn to diftinguifti better ! When fball we 
rightly know the Things that belong unto 
our Peace! 

What Caufe fhall we affign for that Op- 
pcfition to Gofpel Truths that appears a^ 
mongft us, and for that Diflike to thofc 
who urge the Neceffity of. Regeneration 

and 



P RE F A- C- E. xltfk 

and of ihe Spijriuial JUife? Th€itrae^.Reafoa 
is nigh :4t hitid, tho' others are preteiided :; 
^HchrDo^joeM^^iP^ntrary to the Maxims 
^nd Principles tW gpyern the Hearts and 
CoDd^<^ of the y hildren of this Generation, 
are at Variancief with the faUe Jnterefts oi^ 
Flefli and Bloody declare opeft War againft 
the Kingdom of Self, and ilrike at every 
tiding that is moil near and dear to corrupt, 
Nature j and therefore carnal Men of everj» 
I^omtnatipn think themiblves concerned 
in Character to oppofe and difcredit fuch a 
Reprefentation 9f Cbrijiianity, They can 
be eealpus Cor Opinions, Forms, and an ex- 
terdal Worft)ip of any kind> becaufe thefe 
le^^ye thera in quiet Ppiieflion of their Am- 
bition, their Covetoufnejfe, their Love of 
tbemfelves, and their Love of the World; 
They can readily take up ,a Prqfeflion ol 
Faith in a fufFering Saviour, nay bring 
themfelyes to truft in an outward Covering 
of his Merits and Righteoufnefs for Salva- 
tion, becaufe this coils them nothing ^ but 
to be cloathed w^ith his Spirit of Humility, 
Poverty and Self-denial; to renounce their 
own Wills in his Lowlinefs, Meeknefs, and 
total Refignation to the Will of God, to 
mortify the fle(hly Appetites;, to be crugifi-? 

cd 



if\W PREFACE. 

ed to the World j to ftrip thcmfelves of all 
Goraplaccncy and Satisfadion in thofe En-^ 
dowments, whether natural or acquired, 
which appear great and glorious in the Eyes 
both of themfelves and others ; and, in a 
word, to take up their Crofs, and nakedly 
follow a naked Chriji in the Regeneration : 
-^Tbefe arc hard Sayings^ they cannot bear 
them: But^ Wifdom is juftiiied of her 
Children: unacceptable as^ thefe Dodrines 
are to otheps, yet to thein, and in them 
too, they are the Power of God, and the 
Wifdom of God. It was by fuch Eooliihr 
nefs of Preaching that Cbriji's Kingdom 
firft prevailed over the Kingdoms of this 
World, and it* muft be by the fame Doc- 
trine, under the Influence of the fame Spi- 
rit, that we can only hope for its Continu- 
ance to the End of it. Evangelical Preach- 
ing is the. moft proper Means of producing 
r Evangelical Fruit, fuch as a living Faith in 
Jefiis Cbriji, Heayenly-mindednefs, and Ho- 
Knefs in the inward Parts j and unlefs the 
great Gofpel Dod:rine of Regeneration be 
mainly infifted on, the People in general 
will be fo far from feeking a new Nature, 
that, they willnot know that they want it: 
But thefe Trutlis afFeftionately urged en-i- 

lightea 
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li'ghtch the Ulidefftsthding,' convince the 
Sinhet; Warm the Heart,' and thro* Gi'acd 
are powerful to convert and change it : 
Kn^ iccofdinigly ^e firnd, that where this 
|reat Myftery of Godlincfs, Gbd manifeft 
Jii the Flefh and* rcvfealed in the Heart by 
his Spirit, is' preached with Energy, and 
from an inward Experience bf its Power, 
the Word prevails* mightily,* and is receivi 
ed into every fitly -prepared Heart, not ai 
the Word of Man; but, 'as it is in truth, 
the Word of God- who ftill bears Tcftli. 
miitty to the Ii6rd of his Grace with Powdr 
ffdrti' on High. i^^' ^ ' ■ ' 

^ 'That the- Doftririe^ of Regeneration, or 
a' new Spiritual Birth of a Divine Nature in 
the Soiit, together with other Matters of 
Jtt^nl Religion, as well as they that preach 
them, have of late Years fallen under the 
'I>iTgracc and Reproach of. Enthufiafm with 
imiiy *wiir not be denied : ' But that this 
CHar'ge is* nothing new, or contrary to 
Whk might be expedted,' the pious Mr. 
^ufkitt declares, in his Note on that Paf- 
ISge in St. Mark where fome are faid to 
have gone out to lay Hands on our Lord, 
faying that He was befides himfelf, ^* Learn 
*^ hence (fays' Mr; JBi^r;5/V/)' that the forward 
'-^^^' '' Zeal 
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' *^ and Saints in all Ages being confeiTcdly 

•* his AffclTors." 

Enthufialhi, as it rcfp^as Religloni di*^ 
vidts itfelf into a* threefold- Diftin<aioi»y:alfc 
agreeing in the ' Samenefs of the Objeftf 
but differing in -the State of the: Pcrft>ni 
who arc the Subjeifts of it.^ I ftiali confider 
thefe three Kinds undwkhe^feverarEpithetSj* 
nialignant/ mix'd) and pure. 

One Speciei'^bf avmalignant Enthuiiafm 
and that tho^inoft.tommon; confifts in. a 
blind intettiponite IZieal ^ for* fomething c&M^ 
ed ReK^np^of any Denofhination, under^ 
the imlMttered Fury df a^i^arty R:^> dirccK' 
ted by the untutored Paiffionsc^/«he animat 
Many * and ftaiyding in zii the - Depravity ofl 
corrupt* N&tiire.- It - can v look no fartlien 
than Names and feniible ThinglB, audthere^ 
fore treats wkh Contempt the Myfleries^^of 
the Divine Life,; is an utter Enemy to all 
SpiritiiaHty in Religion^ and ufes the Word 
SanWJied, as applied toPerfons, only as a 
Term of Derifion, appropriating Sandity 
to Places, Buildings, Veflels, or Veftments : 
But tho' its Zeal be exercifed on nodiing 
better than Ceremonies, Names, and fen- 
iible Obje&s, yet it is no iefs intcrefled ii\, 
their Defence than if eternal S^vation en<^ 

tirely 
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ty!(I]fi'^fpen4bd .<>a'ihem« :4ii4 thercforift 
fuch as come under thk Predk:ament are 
fel^yo^Jthek^: Preference givea to the 
Wcoiiajft/ovcr thfi Ji^iiiQftaotials of Reli* 
gion to cry out .» hiAnd^f M the Men of 
Sfiitfus fi^r* tfaciitoGf»2* Diana. If fooie 
i^tiona fbouf Do^kriaea enteriiota tfaSs 
kind of Sk^ aa Cifainiy is wantbg, . they 
only ierve to iafi0fne« it tbc. jnorc, wUlft 
tbey :gojibout to (m&iB^ tbeki Wrath wkh 
the: Pretence ofamtcndingMrneiUy for the 
Fi6th. The cnadKiuglttErnntry of the 
<^itiBuk^ was ibroogtjr tio(%ired with this 
Sfkit of Endiufiafin^ and all Wars in every 
Agp thai havebeea obtered into for tfae 
Fr<)patgation of Region } and inch Madneft 
uncb the Death faa&been fancied Mntyrdmn. 
Now as this kwd of a wHd-£urc Zeal greatly 
inflanoas ibc unmortified Paffions, the 
Devil ^ds an eafy Accefs thro' it to the 
H»ftt where he reigns with unoontrouled 
Dominion^ and is properly and truly Abo- 
Vlination fitting in the holy Place, even 
that Place which 0lieuld be a Temple confe<f 
CfMed to;God, and the peaceful Manfion of 
dM Spirit of Lote : And this is defervediy 
called a tnaUgnant Enthufiafm, from the £f- 
iisfts^t produces^ as Variance, Wraths Strife, 
^.:-i.^ d Wars, 
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count' of iKdigion, Mesi asking the Part 
lof Savage one by another at the Inftig^ioA 
of the '£tevily and calling the' Murder of 
their Brethtieii the doi^g God Service. All 
fuch ErofdSbrs^ fao^e^ef tkty may boaft 
idle Antiquity of their Church, the E;x;qelkn- 
cy-of Its^Conftitutioniy^ Bifcipline, or the 
Orthodpxy-^fits Cr^^ do notwithftand'- 
ing falli^gr^atly fhdfC of the Religion 6f 
:goDd 'Me^thenSv ^^^^ ^^^ icraple hot' to 
^pronounct' tkat #/c^{7 and^ Plotinm had' a 
far better F«tii^-and Pra^ice. Theiwrned 
DT.^Hertfy More * /peeking o£^ the-Utiuitti- 
■ nation (tf certain Thedfophiftsi wHfch tie 
attrlbiites^to'^natural Ljght'and a compldi^i- 
.onal Phitethropy, exj^feffes himfelf ttete : 
•*.' This Illunfiinaiion^. of ^^hd Theofdp&ifts 
' : " is not fo contfemptible but that theyjuAly 
w!* magni^^ it above -the igrinri Ferocrityr^^f 
i.^^ the ffiperftitioiisFa<Stfc)W«iin the erabitttt- 
-**^ ued GhumiWs of ihe World, ^ who h4ve 
not* fo good ^1 Inlfirition as this, but 
thdlr QBongires and Ifcirts^ftfefct on Fire 
of Htll.-' This Light of Nature, i 'fey 
.{it . is^thfeDofto^ that' fpeaks) is abun- 
dantly . \fell appoklted both ^ for Right tod 
' • -^- See Ws diidhihDilHd^'i's.^ '■ - . ' ' 



cc. . 



♦.<« 



P R^ E/ F Ai CV £• li 

^i^Sjcill to cba^fc.»nd repioack the grofi 
AV jtnd gri^vQDst loocaoralitie^ of hypocritical 
rf^.R$ligiQUfi> -a»d to be fubfervieat to that 
{/ Xruth and Lifti. that is rcaJljr Divine." 
/ Under this. gpocies of maligaaot Enthu- 
^m ftand Uloewiib rtoged ! alii .thofe who 
have n»de th^wfii^ca infamoup in the 
World by tbdc So^ious Frntei^ons to a 
Pivioity of CharftiSkr, equalling them*- 
fclves to one or other, of ihp three Per- 
sons J »n the iJMcred Trinity y , of ^which Sort 
vwSjTp fonae of the Herefiarcbft of old 5 and 
f ampQg the mom jOH^dern one$ $ire to be reck* 
Qoed.DawVGfc*-^^^ who gave out, that he 
y/m Ahe fpiritualMeifiah i» wham all the 
-Prophecies .c^tre^t and > other Blafphe- 
a)ies : As alib.that Peruvian Dodor, who 
<fuii(me4.thathe was pofleiTed Of a Sandity 
•&pcri<K' to., that of Angela, and that God 
t A]in\ighty had offered to make him Partaker 
•K>f the IJypoftatift Union, 6?r. > To .which 
iMJiy te added inr a lower JQlcgreethcuchief 
..Leaders of a jF^nfttic Tribe in Germany in 
:;the Sixtesoth iiWtury, whft boafted that 
they were ^^ftmiffion^ hy G«i to reftore 
the Kingdom of C&r^j.;.ifpired at Sove- 
; feignty, and 'attempti^d to depofe. Princes, 
declaring that Jthey themletves were the 
I4eek who ihould inherit the Earth : And 

d 2 with 
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^th ttiefe' may he jbtnechthef Fifth Monar- 
chy Men of the laft Age, and all fuch^i. 
ihy Dfeafnc^s'as go about with carnal Wea- 
pons iri tbcif'Hands tti ete&'CbriJi's fpiittoal 
Kfngdoni biv. hitindane Syftems. ' 
' ' We fee fn thcffe Inftintea how Zeal: for 
KSli^n fptlnpng up in Hearts unputified 
fey ChHftian^Fauh^ and HninWky, • partakes 
of aM the Pbdilnefs of" the Soil that fedls il^ 
teixes with tl^ trnfub^iafed Paffions of thfe 
hiaftii^I* M^n; ■ and, >vhcre'i« meets witib znf 
tJttfcommbrf degree of Pride^ 4nd aiffefted 
SJrigulkflty, Uys itfelf cpeftfto; alithe Dc# 
lufiort^ of ' Siitanv tecoimr imptegnateil 
xHriththd Spirit of Efrof, ^d brings = forth 
ihi ^ifondus * "Fruits cff ^ a tnalignant En* 
thuCafir.'-' •■' '-'' .•'• ^^- ■ -"■■■ ■v'-''^ 

' The fecortS Kind of Bmhtifiafm that 
falls unHer Cbnfideratioh is of a mixt Na-4 
'&^t vl d<r not^tnean that ie paitlskeSf in any 
Dfegrtcdf the Maiign^ney of the foregoing 
SJFfecftii fbf «htf Soul in this^^Otfe is fo far 
iiifti^nced^by the Holy^Spint, that the Dc- 
^ ha$ hot fufikiint hbldi of k to drive it 
teto any criminal or fitifulExccfles, yet it 
R^' not without^ a greater or^cfs Degree.' of 
Ifltirn^ity,Weakne&, and Error. fiutl)c* 
flMhe We prettied on- this Head, ittirill'be 
pfoper to "give thi- original Senfc of the 
''2 . ^ Word 
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Word' £iidiu4afa}j <u:q true 

* . .Thi^y wlw were (upppfed to :bic in this 
State were c4htd by the Ant^P^ £«/|i[fMi?ai^ 
Evdeoty 0fio?vj^7w. . or Nwnin^,^ffiati y^ Mjin 
animated iniaa extraordinaify Mapner.with 
the. Spirit of God,- or appr^hcjvi^d,; ^eif^d^ 
oriofpired of .God. 4i^d ,thjs;lj^f»unii^ of 
the. Word is allQW?d and ijfed; hfX}ff:.IL 
M^re^ fO.his S^rejat^eonEnt^afm^, wliert 
|tt fpoaks o£verdm, . pium^ probafimqife ,En^ 
tht^i^umxfan&arum^ Jincirpfumqiu-atiima^ 
nkMi w the pioi^^^rue ji^d approved Emitiu^ 
&a£ai lof fincere. <fiiid> holy ^ls| douhdefi 
meaning aaK)ng.,therfs:fuchas hcdcfcrjbes ja 
ibeViJmt^ftheMder^theW^ Horfe^ 
Men rooted and grounded in the Love of 
jGod, and darning with a Holy Zeal for 
Cbrifti and therefore fit Ipftraments to re«- 
ibran the Worlds I canpot help quoting 
^ I^afiage (tho* withifonw little Ahbr^vk** 
tioa) as it&em&^to be. delivered in tha Ar*- 
d0iir of a prophetic JSpiri^ri; '* The il^p* 
5f edged Sword which i$,l?ere,;faid to.-coaj^ 
15 out of tha Mouth of CbriJ.^ M \f^ Eff<^a 
th the very iaoae that . conies out of the 
^^ Mouths of his jSaintSj, who rule thf 
f< Worid, byiicoDEvi{]iping,M(^a| ^f. their 
-^^^ -.43 !' Wicfc- 
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*' Wickcdncfe and caufing them to returtt tt> 
" God. This (harp, piercing and vehc- 
*^ mcnt Reproof oUt of the Mouths of the 
** People of God againft the Bead and 
** the falfe Prophet is here faiid to be a 
'^ Sword coming out of thcMoiith df CS^i/?, 
*^ becaufethefir Mouths are his Mouth, ahd 
" He infpircs them by his Spirit to tranfinit 
" that Bhft of Fire and flaming Breath 
** (as it is called in Efikat) whereby the 
*^ Wicked are confumcd. Thrs Flame 
*<and this Sword I take to be dearTrmh 
*^ and found fearching Reafott inf^ited ffdrtl 
^* the Eternal Word, which whetted irith 
*' a holy, fincere, and unaffefted kind of 
" Enthufiaftic 2eal, and backed with an 
*' unexceptionable Life and Convei*fatiotfi 
" will be like a (harp-edged Sword with the 
" Weight of running Quick-filver in the 
*• Back of it, whofe Stroke will fell with 
**fuch a Sway that it will even chine tfie 
** Ertemy at otte Blow, will divide afander 
^ Soul and Spirit, and pierce through ' the 
•* Joints and Marrow/' Let thus much 
fuffice to diftingttifh between true and falfe 
Enthufiafm, and to refcue the Word froiii 
that popular Odium and Abufe of Lan- 
guage with which the Pretence or Delufion 

of 



P R W F M Ct Et Ji^: 

q6 dhmQ feigned: or f&ndfcil fi/&jmtoi?/^ Jiavef 
d^aced it. ^ ; •■-irdf • i I 
-jiBixt hdwe*ir exaltcd'dhc Sorcgomg Cba* 
434)^r given by - th& Dofkor-iday. fecaii and- 
i^aUjI^ is, yet inafmuch as it geAeralijr corned 
i^d^' the Denomination of mixt £nthu- 
Askftiiy it i?:^n<;^ exensptf from Infirmity *and 
BriKDf : Sut}i}£nWQf refolve *to :3idmt of no 
Refiners but) fach as arerrp^rfed Saiotsr/ 
wi free from Q^rer^sDegreeofiHaJIucinatioa' 
wdvMifcondudl, I. we.. are not. likely to feij 
any: Aro.endmtnt* wrought Ja -the World. 
Xbat •Diflfereoee :^ whichi - appears among 
«bt Fathers of tbe^ Church /in ■ .their Judg- 
*ierifc^concemirtg.fome Poiflte^ofr Religion ; 
^ic;Difpote4 rorie i^ainft.aaother * ; their 
Rf^radtations^ and feme Particulars in their 
G^ndttft, if brought to tha Teft of a fe- 
yttte Examtnation^ may all/ ferve to exem- 
plify theTjmth of the Apqftle'§ Words, : thdt 
f'lkry Frieji taken frtm .among Men is emu 
fitted aJkut tivith Injirmty. *.r. Yet ^what 
ikkil w^f^yoi Q^ Boyle or pi J^ildk^ who 
could? overiook the eminent^Jifta^ and* Qra-» 
eeis of thcfe holy. Men, to pick oatthefr 
Blemiihesvof Inimaa Infirmity, inirdrderto 

^,* As- betwixt Chrj/oftom .zni J^ijibanhs, Jerm apd Ru^ 

••• d4 dif- 
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diibtadit thckXeftimonyand ^l tbat V«t. 
divine in- their Charader& , There .is mat; 
periiaps anj^'thing more oppofiteto the Ge- 
« nius 06 ttu^^GbrJJlidni^y than that Clofeneia 
and.Bigottjsof^pirit.which htpders OS frOftt:- 
feeing and bvliig the. Beauty: of Holineik iit 
the Chso'afkr^ of. any Perfofty -only bedaufe 
he> thinks not 3orL> walks ntkt with.us ; as i£ 
thciaU<-hoimtiful ^God tsiediiflred out his 
Grace and^&dddtiefs aoqoiiding to the fcatity^^ 
Batdsrn^df the tiaiianai^ notional Orthodoxy! 
of Men:: j^ildrtherdbre wfaali a Utde Hcmt: 
nmfta late Writer have^h^d^t^heahe ncnt 
ahaut to depreciate the csaj^ed ¥irtues o£.tb& 
Maxi^nis I) f^iUotii on ;ac(ionnt of.his beii^g^: 
of itfae Hdnliih. ^maeoxnioR 1 Couldhe rie^) 
nothing "ivoMtp of hisiown^^ImitatiDQ ia thai 
excellent Nobkmao^/ thatMisrour ofGhrc^ 
tiab:;Piety ^ /Could be£x fai^IEycupon noi 
tbh^ ibib^erioos acCharacSscJrat his Ho-^ 
vecence for iapmonitory CwtiBx^ that Ex^i • 
ceii of HoiioHcike paid the SaiiOfis,' and 'fome. 
other Partkuiarides of iii^ (jhtu^h^whick^ 
commend hci: f ' Let k be tolMiimi, what ike 
might ]faaveiben> if hi&Eyesjhad not htind* 
ed by Piepdicei: He migbtli have ieen in 
hun a young Gentleman of Qualky and 
Fortune renouncing the Pomps and ,Y,a»i*^ 
• » tics 
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tics.©f . the WarM for . the Lore of- Qod :. 
£1^ might have feea in him aa In^nce o£ 
pncfouod .Humility., in: hi^ Li^ . walking 
iatba Steps jof his Blef&d Mafter^ and after, 
his Bkample. gcnng about doing good both 
to the Bodies and iSouls of Men.; And ho^ 
might have beheld in him^the manifiGft To^. 
loans of iidjevout Heart and heavenly Ad«(>% 
tions, and amoftiUuffaious Exemplification 
of divine Faith) Hope, dndCharity* AlV 
tli^vbet mighl have ieen in the Marquis 
X^e&ntij if it had not better fuited a modc-^ 
iqg .Humour^ to^ ridicule his Mcnrtificatioa 
and Seli^xlenial ;togetherii?ith ibme Mixture 
o^Weaknefs in a^JLife con6orated to Qod. 
How. much more iingenuous, of how jca« 
thdock a Spirit .was that honef}: Qwker^ 
who.was fo charmed with this Pattern of 
Chriftian Excellency (tho' I believe as much 
avet^ to Superftition as this Author) that 
he ..thought aa Epitome of iiioh a Charec^- 
ter aa Embelliihment to his Book *« ^* He 
'.' .vrasj(ia3rs. he) a TS/hxi of to enlightened 
^VMinds and of a Sbol. miortii^ to the 
*' World, and quickened to ibmc Tafte qf 
'' a fupernaturaLlafe:: Xet his Youth> let 
Y his (^^ali|y adorned with fo much Zeal 

^^.; **and 
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"' and Piety, dfo much Self-Jdenial and.Con^ 
f^ ftancy, become estemplary to thofe of 
^^ worldly Qujality who may be the'Readcrs 
*^ of thfe Book/' But it fecms, He bad 
4 Jlrong "TAnSlure of the Enthufiajiic Spirit.' 
tet it be afked, inftead of a Reply ; whair 
Spirit he , l^as tinftured' with, and what 
Caufc he rileant to fefvc, when he took fo 
much Pains to difgrace the Charadcr of the 
holy Mztqt^ii'De Renti f 

Some pf my' Readers^ I think, by thh 
time, begih to grow bettor reconciled to 
Ifinthufiafm in. a proper Senfe of the Word, 
and to find that it is no fuch terrible Bugbear 
sis they might before imagine. Nay, on thfe 
contrary, wear3 a beautiful Form! But let 
it bfe carried in Mind, that they in whom 
the Spirit of God fo dwells are but Men; 
and that therefore, as they have this Trca- 
fijre in earthen Veflek, their Strength^ will 
be j6ined to Weakhefs, like the Feet of A^r- 
bucbadnezzar 5 Image which were partly of 
Irqn and p&rtly of Glay \ for few, very few 
there .are, who have theh* Minds fo thorough- 
ly enlightened with Wifdom from Above^ 
and thcit Hearts fo totally purified by Faith 
dnd Humility, ~ a? not to have remaining in 
them great Mixtures of Ignorance and Frail- 
ty; 
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tyr^Hcncc arUe'frtqrtertt MifBakes in very 
eminent CbriJHans with regard to their Sj)i- 
ritny Eftatc, great Unevennefs and Incon* 
ftailcy : They find in thcmfelves at fimcs a 
very ardetit Ldvc for God, and the Flame of 
dieir Devotion rifes hig^; and in fucU 
Frames fcarce my Figures arc lofty enough 
toexprcfs the Sublimity of their Raptures— » 
We fee themiftipplJng like Roes upbn the 
Mountains — riding on* the Wings of the 
Wihd/ orfoaring as ab Eagle towards Hca- 
iffti; J Thefc may* be called irregular Flaflica 
of the celeftial Fire, or tranfient Touches 
of djp diviiie Spitit, which even penetrate 
rii^ animal Nature and trani^Jbrt them be- 
yohd'lhcmfelves. Young Converts to the 
divine Life have generally the naoft fcnfible 
Experience of them, the Reafons of which 
arc affignable : but they are apt ttf place too 
knuch to their account, immoderately covet- 
ing thenr, and as much deje£)red upcmr theii^ 
bcin^ withdrawn 5 hence frequent Com« 
plaints of Dcfertions, Darfcnefe, the Hidings 
of God's Faee, &e. The like Viciffitudes wc 
meet with in David. Sometimes we fee 
him fet upon his high Places, and boafting, 
that hisHiU is made fo ftrong that he fhall 
never be::moyed ; arid then pfefently he is 

in 
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in Heavinefa r** God h%8 turned away^bis 
Face firpin^ bimi and he is troubled. 

The Soul is fometimee in a more tender 
Fran)e>''and feels itfelf as it were melted 
into dirine Love> fo that if the former may 
be compared to Fire, this State may be faid 
to refcmbic Oil. which is a Figure (if it 
be only a- Figufe) often ufed in Scrip-p 
ture to denote inward Joy and Gladnefs, as 
well flis the 'Graces of the Holy Spirit; 
When the Soul is thiisaSbfted, it i$ natural 
for it to adopt another kind of Language 
V^hofe Style is pathetic and^ mellifluous ^^It 
walks in the Garden with its Beloved, 
whofc Lipfe like Lilies drop fweet Myrrh 
•~- It leans upon his BoTom^ and he fpreads 
over it the Banner of his Love — All is 
ineffable Sweetnefs, andithe Burden of the 
Song is —--My Beloved is mine, and I am 
his. The Reader need not here be told, 
that this is the Language of the Stmg 6f 
Sohfmn^ which was doubdeft the divine 
Breathings of a Spiritual Af{edHon> aod not|^ 
as fome of an earthly Mind fuppofe, the 
amorous Expreflions of a carnal Love. 
But thefeGufts of Suavity and Deledation 
are not ordinarily of any long Continuance^ 
being rather defigned as refreihing Cordials 

to 
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MtgiAaki tht Spirit J6 thi&its^Stateof W«afe^ 
nefs, toaUureitonitsWfl^, aAd.to-^g^Ct 
tb9^tW^>:gr6fs Sal»foftioii$ of Seafo^ dian 
ti^}€Jated'#or its-tiOliAanta^ 4tuly Fpo^ 
aod' t^ierefere ought not to -be^pnifionatelf 
6r4mptttieiitly coveted. We Aoi:M Icoft 
the * dif|)en(iDg of ^ 0>m^art$ 46 God 
aloms who knows <befl!whac>we Aaad m 
need of, and itmember that a USe of Fakbi 
Mdm* the Dental o£^tI|itt(e spiritual Deliwu 
<M8!i^ accords for dtChmoft Part^ '-better wiA ' 
^ Nature t>f H fr^batioiwry Statew It 
a^: not -be * zmiA ^ obferve here by way 
of Cation, thai; ilo publi(h or promircuoiii^ 
iy-d^dare «hefe^ okir inward ^pciriencea is 
iX)(t at all Times prudent i What pafles in 
th< interior- betwixt God and ourSouls> 
iir^: not- always dofigned for the. Benefit of 
okheis^ but for^our own priyatQrInfinidion» 
Triai, or Impravemcnt : Befidei , as the Re*« 
llgioft of the Many ri&s no higher than their; 
FotnuSy it -will be talking to thmn> as in an 
unknown Tongue/ whilft People of a cavik* 
ling and fooffing Spirk will not.fiul to treat 
the Ilelirf:ors as mad-brained £athu(ia(U : 
Plut thismtifl be left taChriflianPrudencey^ 
aa^ihere are copfeiledly Occafions wheit^ 
. ■:;• ^' :■ , •• ,. ■';,-,;, ^ v.: they> 
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tjjey may feg *gf grg^at JJie 0, {v^ as ft^ £t 
to projfit >y fhciii.^ ^ ^^ >/ r » t / ; . 

Anojttwit Errpr wbH^^JP^opk of g«od 
pifpofitittfts upder ftfpng^ RtligiQup toflu^ftt 
$ie6 9r$ f4^9£t to, is t\y^ q( QQnfmn^ing 

thfi Mqtiqm ^Qi Gpd'S: jHoly JSpid$.)With 
IJ^ie^qf .^if owp nalur^l Wills lan^ Pfo-r 
|)edfi^{i, I Jt is faid of ^^^r^^^V Qeni^or 
PaELmon, auiJ itba^b5^i^lJ0ftfelf, that it_wai 
defert^teryi: iK« Jm^Afivp^ jrpftrainiBg by 
^wacdCl^kifrpm «<%»g- «ppn papjicul^f 
Occ^iws, btt* EfcH pfomptiog hiqa ;upc?n 
any: Tho* t^i^ is.nof frue of that^jgi^pd 
jSpirit un^ef ¥rkore ][^ui^ce a^ true JGbfi/lir 
nn$ are,. i^a^.fi^QOfi whwili 4lir«wr hrf^ 
fire? aQd gppd;pqiM^feis dp piiOPfed^ y^|,ji$ 
to (he diQiqi^, KpowIedgQ of ^ts.OpieFi|tion9> 
we are genially mor:?jfiw6blQ.of it^r^^^ift- 
ing thftji .i»citi»g P^W.Qf oy^r us ;?JHowcver 
.that be, .wj^j^c the Ifopr^jOBo^ar^potcW^r 
and convincing (as oftentimes they are not) 
ibey (h<>«]^ b? attendi^^ to M^iilib a <;ooI dcli- 
fbergte Judgq*ent^ an^ a M«d;as free as 
poflible frp^ all 'partial Aif^<^Uon$ and ev^ 
jinifter Bias, trie4 by the. R4*lp,of the writ- 
ten Word acpording tp ithe; Light given us, 
and offered up in Prayer f9r clearer Dis^di- 
:]pip, $nd.then.if the Inftlgation continues, 
p_;^ and 
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aMid 4oe6 noe troTs any plwiO^jTi' we ara 
warranted in acting purfiKint 'thereto^ tbo^ 
jb -^bst contrary* to the common Sentiments 
a«d<Way8 of^o^r$, hr the Cbriftianh not 
IP 'be judged by th^ Opinions atid Rules of 
edimtiovi Men ; but if he doubt, iet him 
itot iSt^ fot whatever is not of Fiaith is Sin t 
Haw^ver, In this Cafe, it is both fa^sr and 
better to call his Motive by the Name df 
imprefTion or Perfuafi^ than an Impulie of 
the Spirit, filice -by-*htf ^ laft we generally 
megn fome e?ct^j^r^inary Vouchfafe^ent of 
Lig^ti' or holy Violence tipon the Will, 
*tt(J^that lapon - UBte6mmon Ocdafions : F6r 
^btf 6f diftingai&ing with 1 cool difpaffio* 
^ate: Judgment iti Gafefl^ of this Nature, 
.ehe^^'BbulHeiicjr ©f natural Fervors and a 
^totii^ur^ Zeal -mU be apt to pafs eaiily up* 
*dii^lfre^ Mind fo^ divine Impulfcs, and our 
ibWii 4iafty Refolves for the DiiSales of God's 
.SpirJt.^ - ' '■■-' -■■ 

-A third Errdr which has fometimes mif* 
kd»^€fr3r fefibul and pious People, is that of 
^the^mfeginati<>n drawing PiiSures of fo live- 
ly a RtfemblanCe as to iraprefs them with 
a ftrong Belief of th^ir Reality : And to 
*feefe Illufions ' penfive and folitary People 
^fcf the more fubjea, on iaccount of their 
'i . greater 
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^tef Abilhia^ii of Tbcittgkt^ for as die 
linaginaifi^e F^uli^ bas a kiivd of creative 
Power, To kptim Strtnph by the habitual 
Excrcife of 1t^ Thc^ Live* rf. the Roraifli 
faints aire ^fiili 0f Relationi of this for^ and 
a$ the Pec^e of that Commnnion genenitjr 
exceed oh the fid« of Credulirf asmtidh as 
fome of their Neighboura on the contrai^ 
£ktrcme, fo (^s thdr Fondnefs for tb6 
MatTcUoiis hafr proved a. great Tcmptatiort 
to the Writtersof thofe Live^ to make great 
AJditiotii taiJieTruth. But becaufe m^yof 
thefd AppiearftnjCieshavc beert merely illufory, 
or Creatures of tiie Imagination, we are not 
njpon that account td diib^licve fdcb as corbe 
properly attefted by Pcrfons of Credit, fec^ 
ing every Deceit as ^ Counterfeit implies a 
poflible Reality : Befides, an abfolote total 
Incredulity in tiik refpefb can only be fup* 
ported by a degree of Credulity in another 
way that is more fufficient to believe the 
Point in Qoeftion, for itmtlfl; proceed upon 
a Belief that there can be no Communica- 
tion between us and the World of Spirits, 
dr that all fuch Communication is ceafed^ 
which admits of no Shadow of Proof j as 
alfo that fonie of the beft People in all 
Ages have born their Teftimony to an Un- 
truth 
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troth in what they have rdated concerninz 
iiich Appearances as from- their own Know- 
ledge. Thatlnftataqe of this kind given us by 
Dtv Doddridge in the Life of Colonel Gardi*^ 
titTj may, I think, be fafely admitted ; and, 
^re it not that I well know with what 
Prejudice Narratives of this fort are general- 
ly received, I could add another to it of 
the like Natuire which I had at the firft 
band from a Perfon of unfufpcded Veracily^ 
And then under the* awful Circumilance of 
a Death-bed. If it be replied, that thefe, 
acccA'ding to my own Suppolition, might 
only be Reprefcntations prcieoted to the 
Mind by the Imagination -^ It is readily 
allowed : But yet to affirm that there can 
be no poffible Way for the Party immedi- 
aldy concerned to diftinguifh betwhct Fan- 
cy and Reality, in thcfe things, is to affirm, 
that St. Paul could have no Certainty in 
Relation to the Viiion of the Macedonian^ 
nor in that of the Angel in his Voyage to 
Rome^ and yet we do not find that he was 
in any Doubt as to either, nay Doubt here 
would necefiarily have defeated the End for 
which they were fent, the one being ap- 
pointed for his Diredion, the other for his 
Confolation/ But I think it will fcarcely be 
• e I doubted, 
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4R!f)?it?4;.%i %^ it^x)V|gb|,npt, wMI^ 
Qod caft .giY^. us ,ib,. lively .ai^ vigorQijS;^ 
Pcwep^wi «f fuch Re^^ as t»: 

ftaqap uppa.thpin all, ,the Clt^amefs of C«v 
taiflty f^ .Npr i,s it material .whether the InjiS^r^ 
g^Dgtiop. jbe ihp Ste^lj of them or no^, 5^^ 
He.xaa i^jjiyey ^unqueftionabl^ Notice^, t^ 
up by^this as j^jr^eUr^s lupy other JFaciJty pf 
the Mind ^. ajoid [tp^ deny this Power to hjr 
gpodSjurit w.hilfl; we. allow tl^at evil Spirijf 
can pra^liie uj}on thjs Im^gi^a^ons, of IVTcn 
with delufive Images,, i^ placing the greatpi^ 
l^ower in the, wrong Sgak. ,A& to^e Qr^j 
dibil^y of^.t|ie.JOb Appejafanqe? .wjjh relpi^j^ 
to. others, that w^Ul.depen^^ nwi^ 
good Eftimation^ iq which the Relator fianj^. 
with, u? fpr Veracity ,aq4 rSpH^ndnefs .-gf , 
Mind, for,^ as^. 4iefe> things are.,nif^y; ^£05.; 
pivate Ufe^ thj^y.,feld9in .carry with theqj, . 
any furthejT CJred^nti^s, uul^s/ooie rcmaffef,^ > 
abk .J^esa follpw^ y^jjiijb ki^ gojgine^a^j.. 
with.thejpnf fu tj]^ a4d a ewobpr^tingJE;viT^ 
de^ce, : and Jfufh pefha^ fpay b^^^ckoo^j^ 

the. .fuddeftX^^^^]^ f^j^^^^^il^j 

Upon the .whole J af j^Ijf Jmagiiuti^r^ jij^ 
thi.s our f^lj^f^.jSt^ . is ,pyigb^ difo^^deredi, 
like, .{he.; other Faculties of our Minds, 

through 
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through that Darknefs* aod Deceivablenefi 
which Sin has occafioned, therefore,^ as in 
ttfce Mattel^ of Impulfcs before, fo here, 
greae Care, and Caution i^oi}I4 l^e ufed> 
that-we fuffer not the Workings of our cot^ 
rupt Nature^ nor give Aqcefs through them 
to the Spirit of Error and P^v^fioQ \o de^ 
ceive us into- a faife j^D^htuGafm: Apd it\ 
order to t))i$ it will be needful to five in a 
daily Afortifip^on of tlje fwfual Appctitef 
and Paffions, which have a very powerful 
Influence over the Imagination ; not to in-* 
dulge any fond Defire after Vifiqns an4 
Voices, but to chcriftj an humljlp Frame 
pf Mind, th^t no Infia^ons of Spiritual Pride 
tnay difpofc; us to believe a hyt; and to be 
fnitch in Prayer to God to deliver us fron^ 
the Temptations and Cffsikifions of Satan^ 
and all Deceits of our qv^ti treacherous ' 
Hearts, fo apt to betray us into the EneiQies 
Hands 3 and that He will give us a rigl^t 
Judgment in dl things, that we may be able 
to difccrn betwixt Troth and Error. Such 
a Difcipline will be a Means to ptieferve pur 
JVIinds from the Impofture of fS#5 Pifturcs 
and Images, and enable us to tnake a rig|it 
Vf(; pf Qo4's Pealings with us both in the 

tf 9 Difpea-^ 



P li B F A C £!• 

©ii^^fatkms-^ of liis Providence and his 
■GriCe/-'-^^'--^ *_• ' • '■'-'■■• -■ '' ■''^' 

f There wds^ the nK!)!*© need to be paVtSr 
culalr oh Ihisf Head, as Well to guard 6n 
tbe-bnc- K&nd againft ati Erfbr which Tome 
Weli-meaning and^ pious People have betii 
mifl*d BjTj as againft that prevailing Incre- 
dulity on -the oAffef which tffeats all Appear- 
arifeeSof a* fupernatiiral kind as Fidions^ or 
Difteiiii)er6f'Mind, whic*h istoo much the 
ftfhiohkble Hobbifin oi this Age, and has a 
dit^<a' Tendency to Atheifth : And indeed a 
ftrong Tindlutc' of the Iktte'r is much td be 
fiifpeded #here Men openly^ profefs theih- 
felves fb far Sadihcees' m ib fliftelieve all 
MahifeftatibhS of Angels^ iyt^ Spirits upon 
any Teftimbhy whfetfei^e*. Such Perfons 
generally m^6' thfe^higHeft Pretenfibns to 
theNamii of 'r*fional, thb^-in this Ihftaliice 
they give my Proof of their'Bcing fo, fefeihg 
IhatRfeafoh is riot rffor^teihccrned in diriy- 
fri^thifci affirmfin^^he rttd -Extft^ftce of thefe 
^^ling8,•'i1e^cirig^rdtfier'^hfc C)ffi of Rca- 
fo« tb fi*ftY6rTrutI^*fe!*/ tfs m -teoft bther 
Cafes,*- iii 'l3ie Midway betwixt bfclieving too 
much-ahd too h'ttle :- Arid as to any Difficul- 
ty ofdiftihgdihwig 'befiwfxt trtie and* falfe in 
thisj^^Matter, the ^Bjeftion concludes no 

more 
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^ipliore ftrongly here thaaiit does agftinft 
trufting to the Report of our Senfes, to the 
Prpfeffions of FrJendfhip, or to maay other 
.Matters that occur in comaxon Life, on ao- 
jQpqnt of the various Debits and Impofitions 
that we are daily lia,ble to. 

It may not be uofeafopabl^ in ; this Place 
to add a genial Caution againft treatiog 
with Ridicule or Levity what prions and re- 
ligious People declare conciori^ng their £af- 

, peri^nces, tho' Aey may not be altogether 

. fi:ee from Indifcretion or Miftake therein. 

: .liVhatever pafles betwixt God and the Soul, 
tjift* according to our moft imperfed Appre- 

• /h?nilons<)f it^ i^a Subje<3:of .awfiilConfi- 
:deratk)n» ai>d the very wcaticft of our Bre- 

i.tjbreli, if well-meaning, are in this Cafe 
among thofe little oni;& whom we fhould 
,il9t dare to offend* Theie things have been 
treated of late i^ a very unbecoming Man- 
ner, Md it is. high tifTxe ta tjike Notice of it, 

;#nd to refcue the Myfterieis fi^ the divine 

. /JUfip from th^ Mo/diery of prpfane Jeftcrs. 
^Cbrijifapity i# too much coqiidercd by many 
^s a Science poly,: but they, M^o denied it 
li^bc; experimental: alia ^koaw nothing of 
it yet as they ought, to know, nor are qua- 
lified ^to^ ^eaik vyith Propriety,. oa any. one 

.CiT ^ ^ 3 Grace 
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iQm» o^ Mb«^ G«rpieU ' This Sdttt Im its 
:Siftifett6iils ik% WA\ (Id thfe Pdtiyi its Afieak)|4s 
tmii.PifUfioas J^ confel)ei% iii^h, nor is k 
•«aff to <N>Aoei\i% -bow W0 Gftn be tinitde P«tw 
•ttds«tiS'0!f:-t6tffe^i-«iit« c|f the Spk-it) Lov<;, 
Joy, : Peace, but by «qt fp*^l«»ai Seftfts ptft 
tMb^X<td^ ^^ Pl?Hidpl0'of IJD^iritttiil Life, 
:%mle&'it niay iA(o be «^mid ^t tv^ 
-hat^lAo «itb« #*y whsrefey to judge of ottr 
•litidctily H<!!ltfk «(od Sottnritiefs than i^ d«f^ 
titi^ AAs "<if Pttc^oBi^ «r Reflexbri. 
.Wh&t a ^s«nge kind i^'Bklimty t^n tiMift 
,thac be^v»lirk^< would i<pfa^ F&ith of it« 4)A)'r 
-ftami^ Cofnfortsr'^tid iescpMft 'ieway !thb 
4i^''Friii«ii«g«9 <»f ^ (AHJUpn in«o jideal 
Nckbings, «^itft-4t dlowt totbe finilHQl 
'Mill «i Snfibl« Bxp£rie#e;e-of his vtfipixjvds 
ti<0d«krth}y'Sa^(%iohs I ' - > : 
!i-:*!Lefctht|Sl«iM» fufficeu^der the Areilfe 
iif VAi:(l; :l^{l^^fin OdtafidM-ed' «8 that St«tt 
4irtli« #4fie^&ife Ih trlHch thd-e is niuph qf 
#»firttiit^f sond Ml^k^ and ' bftentitoes of 
Dettj^t^h -«nd ^Ettbr^^ e^ frc^ 

if^VMnfddbci^n^ I^M^cidiae of Bd6<:!atk>n, Pftft- 
€oh6 :«K» ct)(tfo\igMy •thoitified, KX- w1ro«^ 
IMMs^ «»t vl^i^dMly &bdtied, b^it adl^ 
<v^^atidtog dvHi Miartuite pf Dsa]fx)t&'tak 

';':'"• Grape 
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4ir9aidSQbd'i'^odSpirU^ ftlU HoQne£r1i 
IheTlpfilhrkilinj^ 3^r%^ divk^Lofti 

keeps-' die 'Aifccmkhtf'^iii Sqoili is it 

Fiahtd^^ never- extmgttifli^ 'tho' vaiTin^ m - 
StedAinefs ^nd Jbuftre ftonl dHTctoent <Sfiufeft; 
Wc are ftirmffacd with ^tAaxtj troSoStht hu^ 
fhi^es of Ptrfonsia t|xi!s?€bitt'»S^iQb!ir9r]f 
Churcfa, Wi holy Pfcople, (vrfjttbver outr 
'ward ComthonkKfL ef^CbrifiioM ibcjbdon^ 
fx>) being Mlci^^Mtmhct$ of fthftt Cathblk: 
CbimHTfbr whidrwepriy, and joint Aflb- 
kbscs infnhat: UfcfTedCbmniimioh of Saints 
of wfech Cbrifi ^Jifi^^ -God Wcffed for ever, 
is^the-oniy fiiplrcme Head. 
^' It ttm^tttthiit {Jimcthmg be iaid of 
:pmie*£nthufiftr9iv(accordiDg tp the prc^r 
PdHikion of^tbe Word) as fignifying tiuit 
high State of ChriftianPerfeQion in which 
Mfin/of purified Souls hdd intimato Com- 
fnnnion-wkhOod through, thfe FpHowfliip 
isxf his Holy Spirit;, having thetinMi|idsdeS> 
tested from' all heterogenoou^ Mixtures^ JllVb- 
daated with his -divine Ltgjht; and tafting |i|fe 
liji^able'fiwiiethers fif that Lovi^ jki)Fi ani 
|hsac^ wh|dirk^fHtutb^a;fQ}f«^«}cti^ 
gtorioos^ Pifjf^ of the Kcogdoan; o£ QbA 
mklnn x^^ Ho thatis^ome uphidia: taiay 
wdi 1^ coniparai tp Ja/sidtsrlaMwi: Ao 
"^::rir? c 4 he 
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be ftMdeth..upon tbcE&rth^ yet he reach- 
eth/unto the higheft Heavens; He is. in 
Po^ffion of every thing that is Qrcatand 
ipJx^atUenty for .he i§' unitecl taQod; hye 
ha;tiir attained to the End of all Ordii^ances, 
{^ Lpvf fulfiUeth . aU things, in.hiai, apd 
Ci^ifi giveth hina:to eat of fp^rituallVfeat, 
9f^, to drink of tbp. Water of Life freely : 
^e ppedeth^ not that one teach him, for he 
is t^ght of God, and that.Wifdom \yhich 
JLS a Breath of his Power ijiaketh her Abode 
jvith him, apd feedeth hia> with the Bfead 
of Underftaadingi he i? gpt above .the 
Reach of Delufions arifiag from the Phan- 
Jafms of an irregular Imagination, being 
reduced to an entire Poverty of Spirit, dc- 
D\ided of all Se^f-hood, and inortified to na^ 
tural Seniibiliues, fo that his Illuminations 
ai:^ clear . as ..the Rivers of Paradife, and 
the divine Communications to his Soul pure 
jjs the ihining Light. But how fhall he 
Ijjarticularize this State who hath attained tp 
P0 Experience of it, feeing thofe few who 
jbave^ .declare it to furpafsDefcription*; the 
g^reat Dn More before quoted^ .( who in one 
;f ar^ of, lys Life fcems to h^vc been of thjs 
-JSf.umber) calls it " a moil jpyous ancj lucid 
V State of Mind, and fuch as i§ ineffable :*' 

and 
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and in (ofne Pkces, ** a Union with thb 
•* divine Celcftial Principle t*' "I tm 
(fpeaking of himfelf in this State of gloA* 
cus Liberty) Incola Gr/rV an Inhabitant df 
••Heaven; He that is come hithef, God 
** hath taken him to be his own familiar 
" Friend, and tho* He fpeaks to others 
" aloof off in outward Ri^ig^ons and P4- 
*• rabies, yet He leads thisMan by the Hand^ 
** fpeaks to him plainly in his own Lan- 
'• gu^, fweedy infinuates himfelf into and 
"^ poffcffcs all his Faculties, Undcrftanding, 
^^Reafon, and Memory: This is the Dar- 
•^^'ling of God, and a Prince amongft Men, 
J^ hr above d3tc Difpcnfation of either Mi-* 
*• racle or Prophecy */' 
: The Dodor was well aware that the 
Relation of fuch high Experiences would 
meet with but a very indifferent Reception 
from thofe cold ftiff Religionifts, whbfe 
icy Hearts were unthawed by the Fervors of 
divine Love, and never tailed the Sweet-- 
ncfs of an elevated Piety, and therefore in 
his Myftery of Godlinefs, Book VIII. Ch. 
xiv. intituled, ^'F/W/V^/zW of the true 
Members of Chriji from Pbarifaical Afperfi^ 
onsy he obviates their Charge; of Madncfs 

♦ Life of Pr. Btn. Mori. by Ward. 

and 
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nsi ^littns^'^poA the^ildren of G<»d. 
Hie v^hede OhftpC^f is fo pat to the Parpoie, 
lli&t I ii^tntieh ado to ftH-bear trinfcHbing 
AtfWh«l*i'b«tI<30^tettt^yfetf with gi^ 
♦iog the Re^er ^h Abftf aa of the xi* 
Se<i^, -7' It itat^ne^db-^ tl«it thofe who 
!^<^Mk-Witfrstnuch ^ical-and Vigour diings 
*^;iril«S''lD tHttinfblksi yet to -others uiiiiitelli- 

"-fe6A Ma(fe»ert^ Aftd hie'fto* It was that 
»< F$/fetf WldFWs/ that'rftticfc Lctrabg/lted 
-**>lnadehi#i^ad; ' Hfere jJfbbably itJ4|J''be 
^*Jl'be Ordtind «f that o^iriary Saying—^ 
*^'Nulhifh-fHi^rtiknJi^fmim flne= admixtirS 
■Deffiifiti'dti and according to Analogy it 
may well be faid that Nullus inJignisChfif- 
** ^aHu$, -&fc. that there is no emiiient 
*^''C^iJiusm Itet vrill not fe«m to'havc fonw 
"^^ctfMddiiefeinhimi efpccialTy if he 
*j be judged by iht fornial ftiff FiS<7ri,^<*i 
•^'Wfe^ B&rttotes arid Aftidn* arc always 
*^ kept^ -aSiit^ivA*,' ih an outward woOden 
^^'Yraitity as ^"Ch'iid in i ftWiding StoOlj 
" Ms *FradidO»s and cuftomary Opinions 
*^iteiJ»g as ^deeptyfeoted^ and -carved in his 
"' MeiAsoi'y 'fts Jtbe outward Shows of Things 
"are fcrawldd <fitat-4ri the riide Fur^ws Of 
'< aii Idiot's Brain c^d as the uttfldlfi^Rfif^ 
..,: ««tic 
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^rtipwauld,^Q}cftlaimic^ in fatf 

%$m(p% that ^ihcHik} copfidfntjy ^nftftk ^ 
^' thing that ipi$\pz\Aj'iti9&d tbofc gro6 
/' So-awliings wnttea.tfi * his laxigiiiaitoo : 
^' So ccitamly wtmld /tbe f<»nal Piari/ef 
^' fK)t ftick.lo Judge (jhimiMd thiatihoahl 
t^ Withal ani^Paldoefs pBmouncb Aich 
''. things ta wer4$ fiot; piu«lkl nor.^gRmlDle 
^^ta 'thf) FM%i|r9tiaiis -^f this ^Judicod 
f^.h/HoAi ^iit toiqft. of all, if dicy were 
^^ iaohas Are above thfiUcach of his Appro* 
^' h^fip^r Sure^ j^ more c^meft a true 
V ;M»K^bpr «f ,<%r^ (h€)uld i>e w fuch 
\';PoiQdia^ . th^ mpfe sa^d he would aj^Ttar 
^^ ia^^ £yea of tho aool^ prydealial Pba-^ 

t jk is obferved wkh Kgard to this I>ifpen-> 
£mur^ ^ thofe who have t)een rai^ to it^ 
tbat'jyCrisieldoinof actj long Duratioci, be* 
^ag: rather a fhbrt^araefl or Prtiib^tioa of 
(he Beatific State adbrded to |A|i!er aod, hi^y 
Soij^ than any pennanent iDifpenfation ( 
^ it is fgfenerally^ .if tiotaiway$, followed 
by fome humbling Trial; accqrdkigly we 
|xad in the Caie of St. Pmds being eaqght 
up to the third Heavbn> ^hat imoKdiately 
a^, this Rapt or Vi&on there wa$ givea 
liixxi. a.Urbgrn M Jim. FJi^, ib€ Meffenger^:^ 

3 Satan 
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Baton 4o^ii^t imi^ ? iifti'iit^Jhmld be exaked 
tioveJMea^e yhy which we cannot un- 
derftand lefs than; that be was exercifed with 
:fome fhatp bodily Affliftloa for his Humi- 
liation r Andthis-n^y help to explam what 
frequently happens to thoie who belong to 
an-infonoF State, according to their more 
remote or nearer Approaches to thisrefpec.- 
tivtif^ who find iheir joyous and dcledable 
Intervals fdcceeded by Fits of Heavinefs and 
glooiERy^vercaflSy Whenceytheir Comtplaints 
bf^Aridities^^' Defertions, ^, which People 
bf h moderate £xp6rli^»te an the divine 
Life cannot be unacquainted with^ tho' 
tnany, for want of Lij^ into the Methods 
^and Reafons' of God's Dealings with Souls^ 
are apt tb- ibe' troubled above Meafure upon 
thefc. OccafidnSy as tho'-fomeftrange. thing 
,bad happened imto tbenn^ not knowing, or 
ii^t: cdnfideringi that ' the v fame Afflidions 
tire aic^^mpiiihed in their Brethren, and 
that they wcjifcnt, after they have fufFercd 
«f^ wHite, to; perfeta, ftablifli, ftrengthen, 
Settle them; - • { ^- ; . :. 

f' It will be proper to obferve.herei that 
thd Way to any good Degree* of Perfedion 
in the divine 'Life lies through igreat Mor- 
tification :iUidi6elf*dtoiab-j Some :think it 
vAi .;. . - enough 
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enough to get'Doiftrines into tfie Heax^ • Iktt 
till tih« Heart is in fomecMeifiire' purified 
byFaitb nothing is rightly done: Atldin 
order • to this the (Shifdren oi'Anak^ thoik* 
coirupt Paflions dnd Inclinations that war 
againft the Soirfi; ihuft be driven ^otit,. the 
Perver&nefs of the Will broken, ^ Unn ' 
dcrftanding fiihplified; the Pride of out 
Heaitsipluckt up by the Roots, and all the 
Cords that bind us to the Wcnrld and thfc* 
Things of it untwiftedj in % word, otrr 
Idols muft be caft out, and every curfed 
thing rertioved that feparates betwixt God 
' arid usj for the pure in Heart and they only 
fliall feie God : It was by this kind of holy 
Violence pracftifitd on thenifelves that the 
Worthies b6th of the Old and New Tefta^ 
mcht, in all Ages of the Church, have 
laid: hold on the Kingdom of Heaven, 
been favoured with fuch rich Communica- 
tions from God, and enabled to work fucji 
Wonders as furpafs the Belief of many in 
this^ degenerate incredulous Age: And that 
a preparatory Difcipline of Stridnefs and- Se- 
verity is necefl&fy in orderto qualify us for 
any extraordinary Vouchfafement© of lUu- 
miriation and Grace, we. may learn from the 
Schodls inftitutcd among the Jcwi for the 
4 training 
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training up of Pcrfons for the Prophetic 
Office, wherq they were educated ii) great 
Abftraftion from the World, in t;hc Go- 
vernment of their Faffions and the Morti- 
fication of their natural . Propenfiops, that 
being fo diiengaged from the common Im-. 
pediments of a holy Life, they might be 
more at Liberty for Devotion and the Con- 
templation of heavenly things, and iyy fqch 
previous- Exercifes become fit Injftrumentis 
for the Holy Spirit and more receptive of 
heavenly Wifdom. Thus came they out 
holy Enthufiafts, Men of God furniflied to 
every good Word and Work, Scribes, well 
inftrufired unto the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and fcarlefs of giving Offence in the Way 
of Duty, even before Kings^ bejng no left 
qualified for Reproof and Corredion than 
for Doftrine and Inftrudion in Righteouf- 
nefsi Patterns thefe for all Perfons of a Re- 
ligious Chara(3:er, whether they live in Col- 
leges or are in Kings Houfes ; whether they 
attend on thofe who go clothed in Purple and 
fine Linen and fare fumptuoufly every Day, 
or are called forth to a more promifcuous 
Employment of their Ofiice: for tho' the 
Difpcnfation of Prophecy as it refpefits the 

fca^etcUing 
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£9f;etfl]iog future pvq^^i has of ^^ng,T«a^ 

Pjrqphq^S; ia the: Capadjty of Eafyowdew 
^d^I^fclarers of God's Word ^dWill^ aa^ 
a» ^naan^q:».of ;his J^^^ oi^ all iov* 
penitent^ ev^p |^e .fpoft :4igniJ&^, Q£fendT 
ers^ is never t^ ceafc io it^^ nei^er is tfaiQ 
Lord's Hand ihortenecidb^ it cannot extend 
Cox^ort ai:^ Cour^^ J^^^t, aqd Pire^on 
for t)]i(^ \^urpp|(es j^^ow-asfonocflj: Bi^ 
alas ! our Heacts^e %aimcd tl^ they c^-* 
xiiA re^fiye it a% th^y: oughl;, an/d we are 
fo ci«aj?glcd, ; a% ^ many of us> with fuch 
aq..cj5il Co»icU)uJ^6, *i^ the Thin|[S of : 
of th^.Lifei >fq.fttfd/qj8 tqhckfhfi Honour 
thg( ^onoieth (ff JS^^of^f; th»n the Honou; 
th;^,CQaiath of God> ; that we want Boldoefs 
to.jiold . theFa^th of; ouf Lord J^us Chrifi 
withomt. refped of ^Pecfpqs: .For let Mea 
be never, fo highly , titled or charaftered^ 
let thfir Pr^teniions to.Learning bq wha& 
they,, will, and their Acquaintance with 
Crf|^4^^. Canons and .Comsnentatox^ never* 
fo cxtcpfiye^ yet fo long as tjbcy continue. 
Men of ;this Worlds and follpw.thc Things 
of it,;; fo ; long: as^ their Affe<Sions.. are ict. 
cm Things .beneath, an4 their ;Hcar^s un- 
furjjjji^ered^^to God, they are no better 

than 
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ibuk dry Bones as to the divine Life, witfa«* 
<Hit Marrow or Moifturc; and as they can- 
not in fucb a State receive the Things of 
tSie ^Spirit of God: not having^ fpiritual 
Scnfea exercifed thereto, fo will thefe things 
of courf© appear Foolifl^efe unto therti in 
others, and (Shey wiU fpcak Evil of that 
whicb they knpw not. 
• A diftinft Confideratio&.of the NatuVe 
ofEnthufiafm ^is .at this Time the more rc- 
quifite^: ibafinliGh is the anoBymous Author 
before refttrod* to^' i& hifijWork on diis 
Subject, has tiot dtftinguifhed; the diflwent 
Kinds of k,; but confounded Truth and £r^ - 
ror. Light and Darknefs' in one promifcnbus 
Huddlci that he might wkh a fuller Hand* 
fling the Dirt of his Reproach upon expe- 
rimental ReHgi(»i, at thd fame time ridicu^ 
ling the Infirmities and. aggravating this 
Blemiflies of many pious C!i&rj////W5 of difie- 
rent CcminMinions^ both among the Living 
and the Dead^ in order to form diflorted 
Comparifons for the Sport of Buffoons and' 
Infidels. To infbnce in what he fays of 
thofe two different States of Mind which 
Chfiftian People, who attend, to what paf-' 
fes within them, make frequent Mention^ 
of, viz: ^s being at certain Times exercifed' 
> ^ with 
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with Doubts and Fears about the Condition 
of r their Souls^ and under a total Abfence 
6f -^iph-itual Comfcx-t; at others, highly 
tiawfported with grateful Rcfentments of 
ther divine Love and Favour, and filled with 
great Joy tod Peace in believing. Now 
hc: can fee nothing more in theft than tht 
comm6n Effeds refulting from the' Mecha^ 
ni&tiof the animalOecononiy : ** The Force 
" of ^Diftemper arid bodily Difonder> fyyw 
^^Jatoi ^illaccocmt for fuch dark and difcon- 
V* folate Thoughts'.'' (in the former Cafe;) 
andtt^tothelatto^'he refolves it IntoEnthu^ 
fiafifa^^^ a kindbf Drunkeonefs (thefeare hia^ 
Words) ".Ming, and inrtoxicating the Brain 
^Vwith the heated Fumes of ipirituous Par^ 
** tides." And in; order to compleat his 
Parallel betwixt thofe two States of the 
Mind and a common Debauch^ be adds : 
** Nofooner do the Inebriation and Inca- 
•* Icfcence go off, but a finking of the Spi- 
"rrits> a Coldnefs and DuUnefs take place, 
** and' the lower is the Depreflion in Propor^ 
** tion to the, preceding Elevation! " 

How {hall we anfwcr fuch Treatment of 
fpiritual Things without Rebukei ! What 
ihall wefay, when one who ownshimfelf a 
Miniiler^ is not afhamed to rcfie(^ fo dif- 

f grace- 
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gr»cefiid}y oa religious Matters ! Let us fbpr 
pqfe then (iffuch be his Charader) ithaft 
VBC upder hi^. Charge: fhould apply to hiofc 
for Dire<ftion aod Comfprt uoder great Difi^ 
trcfs of ;Miad, complaining of uncorompa 
Ah^eoients of: <hq Love, of God in ha^ 
•Spyl, and of gr^at Deadn^fs in iPrayer; that 
^le .took no Saflsi&<3tiQn in the Way of Ordi^^ 
D^pes and; Duuea as ufual^ but on the con-* 
traryfo^nd ifl hirofelf aiBaekwardnefsJo aH 
t?l^giou^ Exewifes, and Q: tOfcal lofeofibiJity 
^f Comfort from them. Wpuld he teH 
iUqb,:a one thftt he ought to^make no,account 
pftbefe things; thw: k was aU owing to 
<hQ finking of the animpi SfHrits, and ;lhat 
he might find his Relief from riding oiit 
i>r cheerful Comp^iny, only taking, in the 
Paroxyfm of the Fit> i(as h^ is pleaft^A tt) 
exprefs it) q. f. of Spirit of Harts-horn ? 
Suppofe again, that fpmer fuch difconfohifa 
Parfon weriS ip. happy as to receive Benefit 
from, fpnaer of his Difcourfep, (if we cmy 
fuppofehim to have any iu4 table .to^f\iqh a 
Cafe) and ihould come to tha^nk him asiithe 
Jnftrument of his Confplatipn,, telling bim 
withal, that the Cloud-.whicbcbeforcittter- 
^epted his Light and Comfort was removed, 
jw4 thai he. «Q longer. dQubtcsi 'his Stete^bf 
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.^eptance, being ftrang in Faith ifid 
Mope^ ind Jiisr &)ul invigonaeed with a' re- 
iBG&mtg Senrd of the divine Love and 
06Jbdfief& Now what would be his Reply 
«pDD<thiB Occalion? Nay wha€ other Re- 
ply can we fu^ppofe him to make, upon his 
own Principles, thain as'fdlows? ^* Neigh«> 
bour, do hot deceive yourfeif, by hying 
\ any Strefs upon this Change of Mind that 
<^ you talk of, ifor between you add me {if 
Htlinaydeal plainly with you) it is nothing 
^"jbiit; a Fit of Emhofiafrti; a; kind of 
^'VDrunkenfaefs, fitting and - intoxicating 
^^ your Brain with the heated Fumes of 
^* fpirituous P^irtides, and when the Ine*- 
^^ brktion aod- Incalefoence are gorte off, 
M)th^ following DepFefiion will be in Pro- 
^ portion to your prefent Elevation^'* 
;- Thus the AfFedlions and States of the 
£00!^ with regard to its fpiritual Concerns^ 
wrrdbhedby hittfi into the Bifeds of Mat* 
vat and Motion^ and one greaft Part ^f 
Chriftianity fubje<5ked to the Laws of a 
mechanid Philofophy^ and therefore no 
wonder ^at he treats the Belief of all fa^- 
pernatttral influences upon Man^ whether 
Divine or Diabblical, with fuch an^Airof 
Ridicule^ as particularly where he^ baiittfrs 
iu - ■'■■■ f 2 the 
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the ^licf :Qf..be;ng poffefled by evil Spirit?, 
rccboimendiag a Dofc of Phyfic to th^ Pafi- 
en J as the beftDaemonifuge. ,The Fathe;rs of 
the Cbwch held thefeCafifs ,in,more awr 
fuL Confideration : They, appealed to the 
Roman Court for the Tritfh bf the Matter .% 
luid challenged a Trial of their Power to 
caft evil Spirits out. of thc^JPoffefled, .not by 
Manna or Seuna, but by, the all powerful 
TiSzme q£ fhrifit And (hpuld this Author 
be ever fo .a^hftppy ,as to ^be, troubled with 
io^ foul, a Gueft, he willjqiow of a Truth, 
^hat his cteanfing muft,.be.effe<9:ed by a 
very different kind of ^.C^at^artic from that 
which he fpludicrouflypcefcribes. , 
\. But he Jias found out the Secret whereby 
toaccount, as from a Prinqplp, for all thefe 
Enthufiaftic Irregularities ^dV^iations in 
the Temper, and that is, from a complexio- 
nal Melancholy ; and.he refers the Reader to 
pr. Umry More's. Treatife on Enthufiafm, 
IKfow the Dpiapr m that Work profefledly 
treats of the falfe Enthufiafm, x)r that rank«^ 
cd here under ttie Diftinftion of Malignanty 
and diftingui|jiheS in the very fame Work 
betwixt that Species of it, and what he; 
there rails the approved and pious EnthulU 

* See TertuUiao, La^antius, and other ApolQgi^ ' 

afm 



»c 



PREFACE. IxOTt* 

ifei of^ holy Sbals, as obfcrvcd'l>eforc*. 
He allows a 'complexio'nal Melancholy at 
'Ac Bottom of both, fruitful of nfiuch Evil in 
tHe former, as of much Good' in the lattet 
(Safe, nay he pafles a great Encomiam on 
this particular Temperament, as being 
greatly helpful to ** roufc the Soul from its 
" Ipiritual Lethargy, to put it upon fufpc(9^ 
*' ing Its State of falfe Peace, to ftir it up 
*' to Self-examinafion and Circurhfpedioh, 
^' to guard againft Levity znd Jbolijk yejling^ , 
^ and to prepare faithful and obedient Souls 
ibr the Work. of true Regeneration and 
^^ the Influxes of* the Holy Spirit/' It is 
very plain, frorti the Qdotatioris before given 
from the Dod:or,^that he was no Enemy 
t6 Erithufiafm, properly fo catted, nay, he 
freely confeffes, that he had a Tindhire of it 
hini^lf; his Works fhew it; and it wa« 
this divine Fire that gave Wings to his Sou!, 
and Sublimity to his Sentimetrts, carrying 
bim' at times far above thofe little Exadncflcs 
arid Rules of Language, which fuit miidi' 
better thofe minute Critics who iit trimming 
their Phrafes and turning^ their Period?, 
than Perfons of his Elevation and Genius : 
And yet when we fay, that this great Man 

. . • See Se£l. IxiV. as alfo his large Note on that Seflion in 
S^boJia ai the End of the Differtation. Lafin Editiop. 
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at times fell ihori of himfclf, and that tHe 
FreedoiB :of his Spirit ih fome Iriftances 
was xbntraxSted ir.to fomethingiof a narrow 
Partiality, wcijonly fay, that he was a Man; 
I here take my Leave of thi^ Author at 
^rcfcht with referring: the Reader to thelxiii* 
afid lxi«*^ Seiaions of his Scholia in Enthifiajl 
mikm Uriumphdfunt^ for the CJdmmendations 
\^ich he there gives to a itriw Erathufiafm) 
Sbd for thtfUfefdlnefs which be afcribcs to 
, 4 right Meknqhdy in therfiiKine Lifb; 
.-; Melancholy i8::geQ6iiiiry;c3>nfidered as a 
Piftemper of the Mind i v^hereas it only 
becomes iiicfa through' an Exocfs of it in the 
animal Oeconamy> it beingdne of thofe four 
Compkxiosns wWch diftirrguffli the human 
Conftitution, .The animal Bo^ of Man is 
compounded of the four Elements, aHfwtt-- 
i»g.t07th6 four CompIexiofiE, and the animal 
-Spirit may boxalled a Qu^inte&ncc or fifth 
!l@j9ence; . Nowaccording as one or other of 
itefe fc^t' Elements predomibotes in Man^ 
fo:fefcc dcnonainatod GhdleriG,i^Melancho- 
ly^Pl9lcglTlaticyt)r -Sanguinej^ and from the 
particular Crafisor Mixture. o5 theft Ingrc- 
4ientPrinciples:ari£is his natural Difpo£ttoxf, 
Genius^ &€. Thus :he that has: moft of Fire 
in his Compofitjanj which, is the choleric 
Complexion, is more prone to Anger and 

Pride 
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Rildev thaa othfa^b^ impatient' bf Corttradlc- 
txooi^^t. TMid i£ miftakcn: Appreheirfiofis 
«Qnccming Religion mix with this Tempe- 
ra^tfnt it is apt! to flame out in a furiotis 
"perfecuting ZcaV for, if it be not well 
tfoaiified witfit tbd Water of Life, the Devil 
had^grcatPower over it, andit fe eafilyiet 
on Fire of Hdll,v 'as the Words and Ac- 
tions of People under the Dominion of paf- 
A^mrtie Aflgct too fully dcmonftrate. The 
phlegmatic Goriiplcxion is more ihcirt and 
iefs fhfeqjtlblc of Impreflions-— The Me- 
linchdy h^sfct^ rfetehtive,'and drcumfpedl 
-*4i The Sangoin^ adlivc and cheerful, brft 
iocDDflanti Jlcpce proceed the diiFerem 
/Tempers obfcnrabl^ in Men, as alfowhit 
^e« feonimonty' tall conftitutional Virtues 
and Vices, (tihai Sirr that fo cafily befets 
«&) and ^where the Power of the Complexi- 
lim^s natuhftly ftrong, it flramps its Signi- 
turer oftentimes, in the Lines and Configu^ 
,ratk>n of the Features, fo as to make theiA 
an index' to the Complexion, and hCTCin fe 
tine Ground of the Art of Phyfiogmimy. 
Now Hdi^ion, tha' it lic&jdeepcr thmi the 
,eom|A«xbn,"CVcn iri the Soul or immortkl 
6p*it (which cddwtmnicates with the ^ri- 
tual World froni whence it haa its Birth) 

y-r -• . f 4 ■ • ry^ 
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yet its Operations are tindlufed by the Com- 
plexion, as Light is tinged by the Colour g^ 
the Glafs that tranfmits it : And this will 
account for that Variety of Appearances and 
Difpofitions in which Religion manifefts it- 
felf in the beft of Men under a great Diver- 
lity of Talents, Inclinations, and Tempers, 
as in the active and retired Cbrijlian^ the 
meek and the couragious, the referved and 
the communicative ; for the religious Prin- 
ciple doth not fo much altq^ and change thei 
Complexion, (tho' it goes a great way to- 
wards it in fome, by giving to it Confiftcncy 
and Fixedncfs) as it qualifies, corredis, and 
purifies it ; and perhaps this is what we are 
to underftand by the Santftification of our 
Bodies, not of the grofs corruptible Flefh, 
but of the Complexion. 

It is eafy to believe, by what is faid of 
Paufs breathing v out Threatnings and 
Slaughter againft the Difciples of the Lord, 
and of his being exceedingly^ mad againfi: 
them in perfecuting them from City to 
City, that he was by Nature choleric; nor 
are we to fuppofe that liis Converfion 
wrought a total Change in his Complexion, 
but fandificd it: His Zeal was ardent both 
before and jftcr, but here lay the Differ 

repce; 
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ranee r> In the ooc loftaDce it yms isi natuml 
Bire.or blind Imp^us, in the latter a holjjr 
^kailor God and Souls^ under tbeDiredioti 
jand . InfluencQ of divine Light and Love>: 
S^. John perliaps bad all his Light and more ' 
thunall hisJLiore,.bitt not fo.high a dc^ 
greie of fervent Zeal. Now what fhould 
WR f$ty of any ione that fhould '^o about ta 
cxplaia the hcly.Zeal and Love of the£^ 
gneat Apoities frcbi a natural £levation of 
tbo apinaal Spirit^ or the heated Fumes^ of 
iwified Particles?. We could not> I thinks 
iJRy,\Ufy^ .than thqt fuch chenucal Reafoning 
iUM^aqcDunts., for Chriftian Graces. Had 
^ Author; wha fays fach Things been a 
my/lic Writer, ac^d ipoken of fpiritual Ine^ 
1;>di^Qn, after the Manner of thofe Au^ 
thors, we could well have borne widi him, 
but it.plainly appears that he had no Notion 
d£:Jthat» any otherwife then ais afit Subje<ffc 
q£' Banter, and ^erefore could pnly (peak 
ctfiit Jb Derifion. Let us hear the divine' 
M7C/2r/jvi i defcribing the Elevations and 
BeprqAions of fpiritual Perfons in a wa])^^ 
becoming fo feriousaSubje<^ and like a Maa* 
thoroughly experienced in heavehly Myfte- 
rie^, in .the following Extrad from his^ 
%Ym!f^ Homily, where he afcribes them to 
y^iv:.- the 
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the Operations of the Spirit of God in 
holy Souls. " At certain Times they are 
"elated as at a Royal Banquet, andre- 
** joice with Gladnefs and Joy unfpeakable : 
•' at others, as the Angels, light and agil, 
■** and ask vrcrcfree fVom all Incumbi*ancfe 
^* of thefe na^terial Vehicles: and at other 
*• Times, like Men overcome with Drinks 
•• exhilarated and even intoxicated with the 
/•• Spirit. At other Seafons they are funk 
*• ihtd Grief and Lamentation for all Man- 
^* kind, interceding for the whole Stock of 
•*' jjdamj and taking up aS^'ailing and weep- 
*' ing for it : Then again fo inflamed with 
" the Joy and Love of the Spirit, that, if 
^^ it were poffible, they would fhatch up 
**^very Man into their Bofom. Some- 
•• times they af e humbled fo far below every 
«' other Perfdn in Self-abaicment, that they 
*• think thenjfclvcs^ inferior to and lefs than 
T*iall; At others, they refemble a ftrong 
** Man, who comes forth in Royal Armour 
•* to the Battle, ahd vdiantly overdomes his 
** Enemies, &c. So very Various is the Way 
^ of the Spirit in conducting the Soul 
*' to God, fometimes refrcfhirtg her, and 
** fometimes trying and cxerdfuig her, that 
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Mfdiflie may be prefented pure iwid pcrfcft 
^•»tovooir heavenly 'Father;'' 
— ilb a wond —Ta go about to explain 
aDS'f^account for J^itual 'EfibflSu^m the 
foifi Agency^ of tmaterial and mechadbit 
Oaufes^ and thcrefar^ to'etchide (hcdivintf 
Spirit from Che Woi'k of Religion ib Man^ 
argin^^ ^at Ignorance in nhe Crtie Nalute of 
thmgS) 'Bay it ig more than Garte^n Infide^ 
UtTfi^ami borders upon Atbeifm: If therefore 
we %6ttld fpeak philofophicalty upon Re- 
Iigi6us'5ubjCi&, itrte <mi^ know fomething 
of > the Spiritual Wxxid^ that fo we may be 
£tUe in part to conceive how t&e Good or 
the Evil Spirit in jConjunSioil with the Soul 
^As^'in and' Ihrongfar Man's Animal Nature, 
a»xrording to dkeljaws of his material Sy- 
ileni : And thi& Knowledge as ;far at it . 
^;De$, will help t6 explain the Connexion of 
the :SouI With die Body thr4n^ die Mediae 
tion of the Animal Spirit> and aUb account 
fbrra.'gtcat Variety 'of Matters in expferi- 
mientai Divinity : But this muft b^ from 
th^ fame Light wh ich gives us the fpiritual 
Knowledge of the Scriptuiiesi and even in 
the moft illumiimted will be knowing but 
inPart^ andfeeii^as through a Glaifs dark- 
ly in this State of great Impcrfeftion; 

how- 
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however, it may 'well be called Day-light 
if compared to the Darknefs of the natural 
ynenlighfened Man, who, as fuch, cannot 
knov? the Things of the Spirit of God, 
but will account them Fooliflbnefs. Thro' 
want of fome degree of Knowledge as to the 
Commvfnict^on belwijxt fpiritual and mate- 
ml Nature it is, that our Syftems of Philo-. 
fophy in general arc fo very defecSive, an4 
rather leaning to Infidelity ; and hence pro- 
bably may have proceeded that well known 
Reproach caft. upon Phyficiahs> for that 
being led by the Study of their Profeffion in-. 
to a more intimate Acquaintance with the 
phyfical Caufes and Operations of the Ani^ 
mal Oec^onomy, many of them, either 
throi:^h want of Faith, or want of Know- 
ledge in fpiritual Nature, have miftaken fe- 
cund Caofes for the fir ft, and fo by refting 
there, have ftopt (hort of God. Sure it is, 
that true Divinity and true Philofophy are 
never at variance, but on the contrary, 
when rightly underftood, are mutually 
helpful to each other : And yet after all we 
muft allow, that the neareft way to God is , 
by Faith, Hope, and Charity, and that 
thefe far furpafs, and will do m#re for us, 
than the Knowledge of the higheft Myfte^ 

ric«^ 
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ries» But to return to the fubjed of Melan- 
choly. 

This of all the Complexions is beft fit- 
ted for receiving and retaining religious Im« 
preflions, as being the mod ftable and feri« 
ous, and, if properly qualified with the San- 
guine, is perhaps the moil perfect and amia^ 
ble of the four: Yet this, like the others, has 
its Dangers and Temptations, for by Rea^t 
ion of original natural Corruption the evil 
Spirit has Accefs to the Soul through this 
likewife, none but the Lord of Life havbg 
ever been able to fay ~. ^^ He hath no Part 
** in me." That Melancholy will operate 
very povrerfuUy in Perfons of this Com- 
plexion in the Religious as well as any other 
Character, fometimcs driving them to Def- 
pair, and in fome Inflances ending in Mad-- 
nefs, ftands confeffed: Hence the Undifcern- 
mg are apt to nm to Excels m Religion, or to . 
what Dr. T!rapp calls being Righteous over^ , 
fnucb, whereas the trae Caufe is fome radi- 
cal Evil, or vicious Excefs in the Complexi- . 
on, and therefore Madnefs in this Cafe is to be 
accounted for in the fame way that we ac- 
count for Phrenzy, Lunacy, or Idiocy in any 
othier of the four Temperaments ; and we 
may with as good , Reafon blame the Sun 
\ ' ' ' for 
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held forth iia the Law^ may be. powerful to 
convince both the outward Sinner and the 
Pharifee, and compel them to give up both 
their Unrighteoufnefs and their Self-righ- 
teoufnefs; and this by breaking open the 
whitcd Sepulchre, and difcovering the Rot^ 
tcnnefs and Corruption that arc within ; by 
making manifeft the Purity and Holinefs of 
God's Nature, and the Impurity and Sinful- 
nefs of Man's Nature 5 by (hewing the Per- 
fctftion of Gkxi's Law, and the Imperfedlion 
of Man's bed Obedience, and by laying 
open to the Confcience the Sins of the 
Heart and the Sins of the Life, and fo 
bringing into Judgment. Now it may fo 
happen, that the fame Terrors and Denun- 
ciations which are needful to pluck fome as 
Fire-brands out of the Burning, may be 
turned by others of a deep complexional 
Melancholy into the Matter of their Def- 
pair, nay into fuch a kind of it as may 
prove incurable, notwithftanding the moft 
fkilful Applications both of the bodily and 
fpiritual Phyfician 5 but this we cannot pre- 
vent, any more than fome other obftinate 
Diftempers incident to the human Mind ; 
the Law and the Gofpel muft be enforced 
according to God's Appointment, and the 

Event 
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E^ettfbcifiikwiih Him who can^ £ive by 
Eire as wett $£ by \V(attf , wd is not obit* 
^tti;tq;gbe an^ccount of thefb his Mattery. 
Btp^ after all^ thefe are to be CQnfidered joty 
fdo-tcukr inftanccs, and therefore malung 
HD/Pait of a general RulC) for it is far 
odierwilcy forthemofl: Part^ with Ppribns 
who are axercifefd with ftrong Fears, con^ 
ceriiiiig their fpioMaal Condition^ and who/ 
imder-lbchCircfRiiftances, ^afe not only qu^ 
lahfci^ bat in the^ right way of their Cure; 
^Sicknefs being iiot unto Death, but for 
d» Glory of God^ that the Son of God 
mby^be glorifieid hereby in the Salvjttion o£ . 
thieir Souls. - 

i.Gaiivi(%ions onactount of Siny (which is 
tlw preparative Work for the Gofpel State,. 
OT: the Kingdom of God within u>) niay> 
not improperly be termed the Phyfic of the. 
Sool, and in order to operate efficacioufly-^ 
it-.-muft ad: powerfully, for that forrowingv 
after a godly fort which it produces works 
great ikrefulrtefsy Indignation, Veh^fnenf- 
jD^fy<:and Self-Revenge -, it, penetrat^Sc. 
deep, .'even to the very Foundations, an4 
ibmctjimes,' for awhile, fprci^ds ahorriblci 
Gdocminefs over jthe M^nd, the Party feel- 
ing the^SentitfietticJ^boatthic^iiiQiri^f^d flibr 
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fcribing to the Jufticc of his own Condcm- 
njitioo. Tins was cciia^inly the Cafe of 
David in that Day of his Complaint, 
when " the Arrows of the, Lord ftuck faft 
" in his Soul, and his Flefti trembled for 
•f fear of his Judgments;" when he had 
V no Reft in his Bones by Rcafon of bis 
" Sin, and all God's Storms went over 
** him/' The fame is well underftood in 
one degree or other by every experienced 
Chrijiian ; and others would do well to be- 
ware bow they ridicule^ or fpeak lightly of 
fuch diftreffing Perplexities — far better 
would it be for them that they were in the 
fame Condition • Too many there are who 
being entirely ignorant in this way of God's 
, dealing with Souls take upon them the 
Office of Advifers, and fo- are apt in Ca- 
ies of this Nature to prefcribe improper Re- 
liefs and falfe Comforts j they are for heal- 
.ipg the Wound before H is fearched and 
clcanfed, which caufes it to ulcerate the 
more; not qonfidcring that this is not a Dif- 
. cale whicbi$:to be got rid of at any rate, anii 
.the foonec^the better^ but a State which is to 
.bp paffed tluough^ figured by the Jpurmej- 
ing of the IJraelites thrq^dithe Wilderncli 
-from Mgypt^Carmn.; ^^fee SfouJ is j^ere 



"•>* 



PREFACE. xcfic 

in its right way of DifcipUne, and placed 

at the Foot of Mount Sinai xmder Thxin^ 

drhigs and Darknefs and Fire, to make it 

fenfible of its ' Sin, and of tlie terrible 

Majcfty of a Sin-avenging God, that fo the 

Law may do its Office upon it as a Mini- 

ftration of Condemnation, and a£t the Part 

of a School-mafter to lead it to Cbrtjly as its 

dnly propitiatory Sacrifice, Rlghteoufnefs, 

and Salvation, Thus the Way to Sion lies by 

the burning Mountain of Sinai ^ and Mojes 

with his corrcifting Rod condudh us to Cbrifi 

through Johns Baptifm of Repentance, as 

this prepares us for the Baptifm of Regenera-^ 

tfon. Thefe Ferfons then are not mad, as 

the World fuppofes, but returning Sinners 

^cAning to their right Mind, as the prodigal 

Son is faid to have come to himfelf when 

he became fenfible of his Folly and was 

brought to Repentance: They are under 

the Leadings of the Father to the Son, that 

the Son may prefect them to his Father 

cicfanfed and redeemed by his Blood, and 

that the KfolyGhoft, proceeding from theFa- 

ther and theSon, may fan&ify them and make 

them a peculiar People holy in all Manner 

bf Convef iation v^ zealous of good Works. 

Or if this mufl be called Madneis, let it 

g 2 at 
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at kaft be allowed a lefs dangerous kind of 
It than Prcfunfiption and Madncfs in Sin- 
mng, as a wounded Confcicncc affords more 
Hope than a benumbed or feared one. Bui 
do you herein fhcw that your Minds- ar9 fet 
ttpon Righteoufnefs, and that you judge 
the'thifjg that is^ right, O ye Sons of Men ! 
Turn your Eyes to the great Bedlam of the 
World, where its Votaries are running mad 
at fuch a rate after Folly and Riot, where 
Invention is racked to lull Confcience 
dflcep, and where Millions are rocking 
thenifelvts to fpiritual Slumber in the Cra^ 
die of Death, and treat every faithful 
Watchman that founds the Alarm to rouzc 
theni frdm their falfe Peace, as the Enemy 
of their Repofe: Caft your Eyes, I fay, on 
this Theatre, of Vice and Frolick, this Fair 
ttf Vanity, where Prince Abaddon holds his 
perf)ctuai Jubilee, and fay which of thefc 
two Schools, Xbriflianiiy or the World, 
ttfrns out the greater Number of mad Folks. 
Which would an Angel pronounce moft ra- 
tional and found in Mind? The fordid 
Rice of Mathmonifts, tht giddy Tribe of 
Pfcafure fefekers, and the fatjaftic Croud of, fr 
Fafhion-followers, or the poor broken- 
hearted ChriJHan lamenting his Sin and 

Mifery,' 
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Mifery,. and in the Power of divine Grace 
working out; his Salvttion with Fear and 
Trembling, and following a defpifed JefuJi 
through Mockery and Derifian to eternal 
Bleffednefs and Gloory? If you are not of 
the Number of the infatuatod, you cannot 
hefitate a moment to refolve the ,Q!iJ^m^ 
aright i for Wifdom is juiUfied. of her ChiU 
jdren. 

I have the longer iniiilqd 05 the SubJeA 
of 'Experiences, as well becaufeall trqcRer 
ligionmuft botli begin and end here^gs be^ 
paufa very few of- our Theological Writfiri^ 
Couch upon thefe Matters ; and therefofif 
whilft. fome lay- down excellent Kules iqa; 
the prad:ical Life, enforce the Obligation^ bl 
a regular -and deosntDifcharge qf all the Parts 
of external Worfhip, or imbue the Miijd 
with found and wholefome Doc^ines, le( 
Others be permitted, according to the 
Length of their Line, to launch out farther . 
into the Deep, and there let down their Net 
for a Draught : Thus, whilft fome are. in- 
ilrufted in the Principles, or Rudinlen^, 
of the Dodrine of Cbriji^ and others are 
led on unto Perfedion : Whilft w^ deal 
out Milk to Babes, ftrong Meat to thofe 
that are of riper Age, and fpeak the Wifr 

g 3 ^^^ 



Cli P R E F A C E. 

dbm of God in a Myftery to them that are 
per fca, the whole Body is edified in Love, 
afid every Man hath Praife of God. 
■ '' It is^ very certain that the grcateft Part in 
every Age and Place have ftopt fliort of the 
-Truth and Subftanee, by reftidg in the Out- 
ride of Things ;• ^nd therefore St. Pauiy that 
gttar Preacher of inward* and fpiritual Reli- 
. ^on, takes much Pains both with Jew and 
Gentile to convince them of their grofs Ig- 
iiorance and Error in this Particular ; for if 
the latter wwie in general ignorant of the 
6*ue God, the former vrorfhiped-Him not 
in Spirit and in Truth : if the latter bowed 
down to Stocks and Stones, -the former ido- 
lized their 'Fbrms of Worfliip inftead of 
tvorftiipin^ God, through their Forms; 
tind foalt had finned and ccAne fhort of the 
Glory of God. • The ^Jewt efteemed them- 
>ifchreS the Chafen, the Temple of the 
iiiifirdi' and the ^ Seed of the C6venant, and 
M\ty pleaded^thipii^Gircnmcifton, their Prieft- 
:4iood, their Temple-iferviccs, and their Or- 
dinances of divine Inftitirtion as the Marks 
■ of their Eledtion: And a peculiar People 
^/they certainly were, and cbofen to diftin- 
:^i{hed FiVours and Privileges, but no 
I ptlierwUe elefted to SstlyatiQn than as they 
:*:\:/:y: ' .; ' conti- 
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' contifliied : in; the jGfticc -ieiiKcL walked uh ^h9 
Liglit and Lims: ef God i jf ^ lor bd was iJot a 
" Jew whickwasoncDUtwocdly^ ocitbcr was 
'f? chat Gircumcifion ; which was^oiitward in 
.f^;lhe Flcfh ;t bathe was a yew which was 
''.cue inwardl)r> and Circttttm^on was tbct 
i^ of the He&rb^ rin the Spirit and not inAht 
-^ .Lettenj-'r the outward Ordinance mpise- 
•ienting to theok >that Gorriiptioajof our N^^ 
^iireiby originabSiniwhichnmsto be cut of* 
landrenouaccd^^iaQd that thejr ^ere to be ti 
Spiritual People, . holy to the ; Lord, and 
:<*.h born agah(Vim>tvof the WiJl of the Flefli, 
.«/noco£ thcWniof Man, but of God/' .. 
-0 /And Jkcc 3wexanndt but kment among 
thdmany faxiEffetas of tbe;Fall, its having 
.ifHroduced.fnchiGroffiiefs and Darknefsinto 
ithe-Mind o£)Man, that it fo hardly elevates 
iitfdif to the Confidenation « of heavenly 
Things. Farom this Propenfity to Matter 
and Senfe, Idolatry firft took its Rife — Men 
:waiited Objec^a df Worfhip that they cooid 
:!fee.with their bodily Eyes,. and fo adored. the 
Hoft of Heaven, or Images of thck own 
^making: And hence it is.that among thofe 
who profefa ;to worfliipthe true God fo 
many are. wholly taken up with what is ex- 
ternal in Reli^on: ^' Sm what Manner of 

g 4 ** Stones 
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^^.6tione& and great Buildings are herer' 
fjtidonc of the Difciples to our Lord : *^ And 
'** y^fi^^ anfwering faid 'Hiito . him : Seefl: 
^* [admircftj thou thefc great Building$? 
V There fhkil not be left ojic Stone upop 
•^ another that; fliall .not be thrown down." 
' .^ And' as tfaerc is an outfidc Worfhip void 
<rf the Spirit of Devotion, .which availeth 
not, io likewise there isian outfide Know- 
ledge in Religion, without the Spirit of 
Wifdom,' tbat profitfcth Bo|:'5 for it is bqt 
a* literal or hiftorical' Undcnftanding of the 
Scriptures that mafceth wife uBto Salvation : 
The Art of Criticifm and SkiU in Languages 
may make a fair Show in ^the Flefh, and 
pfO(^re us the Reputation of learned Men, 
but unlefs the Spirit give an affcsding and edi- 
fying Interpretation of them, they will be but 
a^ a fcakd Book to us in Things pertaining to 
God, StPWdidclaimsall human Knowledge 
atid -Self Ability, confidcred feparately from 
«he divine Teachings of the Spirit, as infuffi* 
cient for the Work of theMiniftry — " Our 
** Sufficiency, : fays he, is of God, who 
** hath made us able Minifters of the New 
^•^ Teftament, not of the Letter, but of the 
, *^ Spirit." Thefe things rightly confide* 
red^ there will be little, xiieed of an Apo- 
— • ' logy 
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k)g;pfor infifting^iJGttd tbib fbenuouflf, upon 
Jlhi Nectifiity of: (tbe^ urmrd ^nd ijpiritiifll 
life, tlR^ Kingdbm idf God within tie, tk 
ihoddivine Sdmroe fmAi whkh dlteiftell holy 
Utelires, all gcxxi Cotinfisis ind all juft Wof 1^ 
cati proceed; ^ tiKitrhewx^nly.I^gbetrfaich 
alone gives true Wiiiiofn^ aodcbakas atl^our 
^ther KtrowMge and Libaniing of 'ftoy real 
3«(nefit tO'US in the Chtiifiiaa JLift^ 'and as 
that Pdnciple off'Holinefs' wjuch fan^ifieb 
i^( otir Morality and R;e%iou& Servitts^ ai^ 
withotot whichithef are nothing worth; ^ 
' i It- i^ further ::i evident, f that nothing left 
thafliCaiiing People. to the Spirit and Power 
of Godlinelfscdnite foffident at this time to 
bfirigi about a Refbriliation iboth of Princi*- 
p^ knd Pradice amongft lis $ and mod fe^ 
riau:ft( People tbinky that this was ne^cr more 
needdd. Thatthebeft things when corrupt 
ted becoi¥ic the worft, k a proverbial Truth, 
and if ib, htaiA^Chriftians muft be the worft 
of -Men. Copruplion did perhaps never 
fpread wider nor fiiik deeper than at pre- 
ferit ; and the want of Truth and Juftice 
in ' the t Words and Dealings of €bri- 
Jlians is beconnfe our Reproach in ' the 
Mouths of Ti^r^f and Infidels: Nay, are 
not the, Provifions made by publick Ap^ 

pointment 
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p<»0tmeot for the Redrefs of Injuftioe 
become, fome how, fo flow in Execution, 
fo vexatious and burdeofoine oftentimes 
in their Procefe, that to fuffer Oppref- 
iion in many Cafes is .a lefs Evil than 
the tedious and expend ve Operation of itfi 
R^emedy ? What fhall we fay of the Sophi- 
fti^atipn of Wares and. Merchandise, and 
other Frfnuds in Trade commonly pra^ied^ 
nay Frauds fupportedby cuftomary P^gury.: 
And laftlyi^what (hall wefay of a Depravar 
tion of Manners ib horrid and .worie than 
beMheni(hi: that, the very Sayage Indians of 
America '2ir!^^x2X^ to fuffeir, -their Children 
to cpnverfe with ctrta^n Eur^eam.hH they 
ihould be debauched by th^m:*^ Mnft not 
that be a fftlfe Charity that cafls its Mantle 
over fuch national Sins asthefe? Muft not 
that Zeal for Religion h^ve loft both its 
Name and Nature that can be filent here ! 
' Laftly, it is from a Revival of the Spirit 
of true Cbrijiianity in the Hearts of Men 
ialone that we can hope to fee Peace reftor 
red on Earth among the divided Churches 
pf Qhrifiendom. Whiift Religion refides 
only in the reafoning Part of Man, it is 

' ♦See the late Bifhop Berkeli^'s^x9&s, and Dr. Halay 
Adrrce to Dram Drinkers. 

tindured 
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tiodttred with all tfaePrqudices and Fbffibnii 
of his Nature, and his Reafon will be read3r 
to plead for or agamft the Tmtbv as Intereft 
or JSdncation fways the Man, it being little 
better than that hved kind of Logic that 
wrangles at the Bar, whether it raSs in the 
Palpit, harangues in the Syiiod, or weild» 
(faeClubofCbntfCvepfy. Moch tif poltticat 
and polemical Divinity is of this Sort. Bitf^^ 
the Wifdom chat is from Above, is firft 
pare^ then peaceable, gentle, full of Mer-^ 
^,' and without Partiality; foe the famd 
good Spirit that enlightens the Under* 
fbanding, ckanfesthe Heart from all Bitter- 
^9&; Malice, and Hypocriiyy and therefore 
opcmtes by Purenefs, by Knowledge, by 
Love unfeigned. A Party Spirit, whether 
]t>be in Religion or Politics, proceeds from 
Llttknefs of Mind and Narrownefs of 
Heart, 9nd it puts out both the Eye of the 
Judgment and the Eye of Charity, and fo 
hinders us from feeing the brighteft Extel-^ 
lence in our Neighbour that is not juft as 
high or low as ourfelves, as I heard a Man 
of Learning once fay that he could not al^ 
low Milton's Paradife Ia^ to be a good 
Book, bccaufe written by an Oliverian. 
But thcCbriJiian knows no fucb Strait- 

nefs, 
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ne&^ for bis Bowels are enlarged towards 
all that will come within the Epbrace 
of bis Charity, which is as wide as the 
Eaft is irom the Weft, He caftnot wrangle 
and :hate about Difierences of Opinioq, for 
be is got above tbew>; his Call, his Uni- 
Wifal Call is to Love, and he has adopted 
^r* his Motta that Saying of Luther — In 
quoaliqaid Chrifti ^deo^ ilium diligo — 
** ifli whomfoever I fee any thing of Clfrijl^ 
^'.bim I love/\ ' In. this Man, wherefoever 
be lives, and by what Name foever he is 
ealled, the Kingdpni of Cbriji is comej 
and of fuch heavenly Men and Women it 
will confift ia that enlarged glorious State of 
irwUch we are given to look for: And 
what if it be already begun on Earth ? 

I cannot conclude this Preliminary Dif- 
courfir better than with an Extradt from 
Dr. Mofcs Preface to the Myjiery of Godli- 
nefs. After he had before aflcrted, that the 
End which all Parts of the Chriftian Myf- 
tcry point at, is the Advancement and Tri- 
umph of the divine Life in the Soul, in the 
Exaltation of which God is moft highly 
glorified, he declares his Belief of a future 
happy State of the Church wiien tlie Spirit 
4 . ' and 
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an^ Power ^of tHe 'tvct^aftii^g <5o^ ^Ml 
prevail in the Hearts of Men. 

" There (hall be/thcfe fhall be, moft 
^' iertainly^ * Time, whjen the Sunof Ri^h^ 
*' teoufnefs being rifed, Mgyptian Mifts and 
" Darknefs (hall be difperfed : When all 
'' the Filth apd Drofs of the Church (hall be 
** confumed and pui^ged aviray hf the Ardoi* 
*^ of divine Love : When all Barbknty o£ 
** Manners, and filthy Superftitioiis and Ido- 
^^ latries fhall be fent into the Lake of Fire 
** and BrimftoRe : When, finally, Calvi^ 
** niffn^ Luther anifffi^ Popery^ and what- 
^' ever other Diftinftions, fhall be melted 
^^ down into one (which fhall be inffcad of 
'' all) truly Catholic and Apoflolic FhiladeU 
" phianifm. Which Times that God would 
"haften, and thereto incline the Hearts* of 
^* Chriflian Princes and People, ought to 
'* be the fervent Defirc and Prayer of aU 
*^ good MeUi** 
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S E R M O N I. 

The Sin and Danger of being afliamed 
of theGofpel. 



' : Romans j/i&. 

lam mt ajhamed of tbeGoJpel ofChrifii 
, for^ it is the Power of God unto Salvation 
to ewry one that believetb. 

IN the forgoing Verfes tijc Apoftle ac-:Si»ii. r, 
qiiMots the CbriftiaasatJSJ^w with hfe^-^V\^ 
longing Defire to fee them, declaring, 
tiiat it WAS not through Want of Good-wiih, 
bui of (^portuoity, that he had not yet 
awde them a y ifit J Q/j'Wr//^^/, %5he, / 
furfrfed to come wulo ypu^ but moos let (pf 
hindered) bitbtrto. The iaaije Lord wh^ 
had ;c^led him to the Miniftry, had WprJs: 
for him to do eUewhere j, a,nd as ius Tipg 
and Labour^ were confecrated to his^i^^r/f 
iServipc, fe did.te JW^incut tjbke |>ireAio« mi 
Pifpcfal di Himiclf and tb^m to. hjs j^ 
Plcafurc We ftwy 4efign RT defirf t9feirvf 
B God 
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I- God in this, or that Place, or Way, but it 
may be more for his Honour/ or the Good 
of his Church, that we be ordered to fome 
other Poft or Part : Thus Faui and TUmdthy 
were forbidden to preach the Word in A- 
Jiay and when they elTaycd to go from My- 
fa into Bitbyniay the Spirit fufFered them 
not, for the Lord had aippbihted them to 
preach the Word in Macedonia. Learn 
hence, that we muft hot think of being our 
6wn Matters; eVfen in* our beft Intentions, 
but diveft burfcivesof all Self-will, and 
offer them up in Prayer to God for Diredtion, 
and then we need not doubt but that fuch 
' Notices will be impreffed iipun our MinSs, 
or fuch providential Occurrences caft in onr 
Way, as will detertnirie us id ad: in fuch a 
Manner, as will be tnoft for the Glory of 
God. ' rtowevdr, in thi^ unlimited Refig- 
nation of ourfeIv6s and Undertakings to the 
Divine' Conduft, we hlay lawfully purpofc 
land defire this or f^at good Ad or Office, 
ias St. FWdM'tovifit theFm1hfdlati^c?/^.• 
!^/(w;^,• fays he, • to' fieydUs^fhat I may ini-' 
fart unto yoa' fome fpirhualG the 'end 

''^ou may he ejhblipoid;^^ 
iog^ibet with yoti hy the mutual Faith ioth of 
you and me. Blefled Paulf how art thou 
'-'■' changed 
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cbanged from that perfecijting Saul, who^****- '- 
a little before breathed out Threatnings and 
Slaughter againft the Difciplcs of the Holy 
^^/us ! So powerful is both the conftrain- 
, .ing and reftraining GrzcG of Cbriji to change 
the Rage of Lions into the Meeknefs of 
^^ftipibs, and to turn all our Hatred into 
lAjve! . We fee then, that the Motive of the 
Apoftle's earneft Dcfire to fee and be pre- 
. fent with the Faithful, to whom he fends 
..this jEpiille,, was not to pafs his Time widi 
them merrily, in the way, of what is now 
generally underftood by good Fellowfhip, 
iipr to live upon them at Free-coft 5 nothing 
of tjiis kind was in, his view; he fought not 
^ thejirs but them, not their temporal good 
. Things^ but their fpiritual Welfare, to buUd 
. them up in the Faith by a holy Conyerfa- 
, jtion, to inftruft and encourage them in the 
Knowledge and Pradlice of the Chififti'an 
. Life, and to give and .receive Confolatidft, 
[ mutually by comparing what great Things 
. the Lord had done for their Souls. And 
,0 that there were more of thefe edifying 
^ Communications amongft: U3 now- a- days 
, when we meet together ! , How might ^e 
. llrengthen and comfort one another by fudh 
£odly Conferences, and, be able to fay at the 
fr'a' '" ■ End 
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I- End of every Vifit, It is good for lis to have 

^becn here ! — But to proceed, 

• St. Pauts delaying to'vifit the Brethren 

. at Eome^ occafioned by his rhinifteriSl La- 
bours in other Places, gave Occafion, as It 

^ feems, to fome among them to reprefent it 

. as the EfFed of Fear, for Rome was at that 

\ Tirpe the Ca{>ital City oF the V^orldV thl- 
ther reforte^ the Philofophers and Learned 
from all Parts, there the Great and Wealthy 

, lived in Pomp ajid Pleafure,' arid there the 
Tyrant Nero kept Tiis Cotirt: Such* dif- 

. couraging Circumft'arices feme inighif think 
fuffipienl; to deter even an Apoftle frtfto 
preaching the Gofpel of Chriji^ and the felf- 
dcnying podrines of his'R3igion in fuch a 
Places W in, .^iriKi^ fo they betfijed 
their Ignorance <tf St. 1^«/^ and the Spirit 

, he was of, for neither the Oppofittott of 
the Learned and (jfreat Ones of the Earth, 
neither Bonds norlmprifpriments, nof even 

^ JDeath itfelf had anVthinglnihem to be 
fear'd by him, who cmmled^ not 7)ts Life 
dear unto bimfelf^ Jo tl)at Toe' might ^fitiijh his 

. Courfe with ^cyl and ibeMintJtry 'whiifb he 
bad received <f tbe VordyeJiis^/tQ tejitfy the 

'Gofpel of tbe Grace of God: 'But whether it 

^was to obviate a Su^idodthatiriight'arife 
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pj;j^O: ycfrl a Charge already formed againftSa***. ^ 
hfrn, cither by the Miftake of Friends, or^^'^'^ 
tj[;ie:M?lice of Eneraies, the Apoftle who 
was rea4y on this, as on every other, Oc- 
cj^fion,, to give fufficient Proof of his being 
an undatinted Workman, to whom the Lord 
h^ given the Spirit not of Fear but of 
P!ower, declares as follows ; ** As much as 
*' in me is, 1 am ready to preach the Gof- 
^\ pel to you that are at Ttome alio; for I am 
*V nQ|;.?ifl^med of the Gofpel of Chrijl^ fcr 
** it is the Power of God upto Salvation to 
^V ^very one that belieyeth." As if he had 
faid, ** i)o not afcribe my delaying to come 
" unto you to any Fear or Shame in me of 
"..prc^qhjn^ jC&r/y? crucified in your great 
•*(C;i^, the bojjfteci Miftrefs of the World ; 
^* jfor however the Doftrine of the Crofs 
" mJty be defpifed, or rejei^icd by the wife 
" and great Ones of this World, of which 
*'. there are many in tljiat Metropolis, yet I 
\\ apifo far from being aflianiied of it, that 
*'. it is my Rejoicing arid. Glory, for it is 
" the Power of God unto Salvation : I have 
experienced the convincing and convert- 
ing Power of it in n>yfelfa and it is equal- 
*'. ly>powerful to produce the fame EfFefts, 
;^. 4n all that hear it, with a Difpofition 
* " IS >i - *'to* 
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^*J^J^^*' to receive it; and therefore trufting 

" in that Almighty Saviour, whofe MJ- 

" nifter I am, that He will give the 

" fame Efficacy and Succefs to, the Word 

" of his Grace as heretofore, as much as 

" in me is, as far as I *4ni left at Liberty, 

** and not elfe where employed by my Lord; 

**^ I am ready to preach the Gpfpel to you 

*' that are at Rome alfo." 

I (halljKry? fpeak briefly 6h the Power of 
Gofpel Salvation ; and 

Secondly^ On the'Dange'r ahd Sin of be- 
ing afhamed of it/ " 

By the Gofpel of Chriji is here meant 
the' great Subject of Gofpel Dodrine, or 
Man's Redemption by Jefus Chrifl. And 
this does confefledly carry in it moft evident 
Signatures of divine Power, both in its ex- 
ternal and internal Miniftration ; nay every 
thing leading to it, and preparing the World 
for it, was an Apparatus ftampt with the 
Image and Superfcription of Omnipotence, 
in every Part of the amazing Oeconomy : 
What Vifions, what Voices, what Prophe- 
cies, what extraordinary Providences, what 
aftonifhing Miracles, declared, foretold, ^nd 

ufhered 
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ufliered into the World this myfterious God^^^^- ^: 
Man ? JBchoJd him in his Entry as cloathed - ^ '^ 
wi^h Mcanneifs.and. Mortality, (for human 
Nature in i^s beft Eftate is but Difgrace^ 
and the Difference betwixt its higljeft and 
Iqweft, though much to our child ifli Con- 
ceptions, is nothing to God) yet fee here 
the Power of the Creator manifefted elTen- 
tially in the Weaknefs of the, Creature. Anr 
gels proclaim the Advent of the Infant King, 
and Wife- men from the Eaft,. by heavenly 
Direction, fall down and woi fliip him whp 
was no lefs the Light of the Gentiles^ than 
the Glory of his People Ifrael, How high, 
how low, how rich, how poor, how lit- 
tle,, how great, is tJiis wonderful Perfon ! 
In him Extremes are, reconciled ^ in hiai 
Contradiction and Oppolition unite ; God 
comes down to Man, Man is exalted to 
God J the Enmity between the two Natures 
is flain, and in him is laid the Foundation 
of Love, univerfal Love.*- — -Glory to God 
in the Higheft for Peace reftored on Earth, 
and for Good-will towards Men 1 Let us 
view this fecond great Reprefentative and 
the Saviour pf Mankind in his Probation^ 
in his Miniftry, and in the Sequence of it; c 
And here how^ invincible was he, in his 
B4 Tempta- 
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SifcM; I. Temptation ! how patient in Sufi^ings) 
^^^ how mighty in Word and Deed ! how faith- 
ful in Obedience! how perfevering untrt 
the End ! how vidorious inf his Dearth ( 
how triumphant in his Refurrc<flion ! how 
gbrions in his Afcenfion ! ^ridy this Man 
nvas the Son of God. 

But if this Myftcry of our Salvation, iitl 
the outward Oeconomy of it, is nothing 
kfs than the mighty Power of God, theex* 
ceeding Gfeatnefs and unfp^kable Riches^ 
of his Power and Goodiitfs, are perfected 
in the Minifttation of thcSpkit of Chrift^ 
whereby we are givch taknow him, «nd 
the Power of his Refurrcftiob, : in railing 
us from the Death of Sin unto the Life of 
Righteoufncfs; If Cbri^, reprefented tb 
MS under (he Types and Shadows c^f tb« 
Law, (that Miniftration of Cdndeinnation) 
was glorious: If that fame OJ^r^ rtianifefted 
in the Fiefh, to make AtoncojeM for Sin, 
t(f fulfill all RigbtcoufnefSi artd 'to deftroy 
the Works of thfr Devil, was ^ll flsorfc glo^ 
rious: Cbrifi reigning- in the*il6erts*of the 
F^itbfiil, through the itgdn^ating V6^ct 
of the Holy Ghoft, is meA glofioufi of alL 
This is the third, laft, and higheft Difpcft- 
fation of the divine Goodnefe<m iAm Side of 

our 



oac.^riods Immottaiity, ^d to which ^ve^ -^^^5^^' 
iy!firaaccdittgiOfid was filbqr4inate and fiib-*^^^ 
firrvietta Hof«:Ji€i(^oipti^ attaips fx> thd 
LiaMr of ica AcccntipliO)Q^nt in MaRj.here 
Glcace andTraih: ti^et together } her? Righ«« 
tedi:^»ds!and> Peac^ M^^* m^ otiher , and thq 
Bridegroofli rcjoycith .x;ver the Bride^ £br. 
/i»? Marrh^^ ^^be LiftnA is em^% andhU 
Wife bath madebetjelf n^^. Thus wo 
£» that the Kiogdofii ef God is not ivi 
Wordy nor m Formy ftor in Profeffiannbut; 
in Power: It is the Power of the Holy 
Ghoft id the Wofd^ that begetteth Faidi^ 
i»the Heii^t of the Hearer ; and by Virtue 
of ithe fame divine Powtr it is that the Corw 
ruptions of tmr Nature are fubdued, oof 
Hearts- purified^ aDkd we enabled to refii^ 
the Dev^) and ovei^ome the World thro^* 
Faiths And laftly, through the powerful 
Energy of this holy Principle it is that w^ 
are born s^ain ef God, and joyned to thf 
Lord in one Spirit, and fo ha^ Fellowship 
with; the Father add with the Son. So thai 
fi»sm the Beginning of our Conver iioa to 
th6 Bifid of our 8andification, We are faved| 
ndt df otir&lvesy imt by that Gracfr of ihn 
G4%^, ifatoiigh Faidi^ whid) is the^«Pt»vea 
«{^od liniD ^hiatktt ^ 

be- 
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^''^^^ ^bcHcveth. As to Unbelievers, fuch whole 
Hearts are hardened againft all Gofpel Im-: 
preflions through the Dcceitfulneis of Sin, 
it is not fo with them : In thcfe the Word 
of God faileth of its firft Work, viz. to 
beget the Beginning of Faith in their Hearts 5 
and therefore the Word, though preached 
again and again, doth not profit them, not 
being mixed with Faith in them that hear 
it : Hence it was that fome could mock 
even at the Preaching of an Apoftle, and 
afford him no other Return for his Labours 
6f Love, in declaring to them JESUS, 
and the RESURRECTION, than 
that deriding Queftion, What will this Bab- 
hlerfay ? And hence it is, even at this Day 
alfo, that God manifeft-in the Flefh, and 
revealed in our Hearts by his Spirit, with 
other Things pertaining to this great Myfte- 
fy of our Redemption, are either a Stum- 
bling-block, or appear no better than Fool- 
Iflinefs, to the fleftily Wifdom of fo many 
amongft us, for in that Way of Knowledge 
they cannot know thetp, becaufe they are 
fpiritually difcerned. Bat.to every one that 
. belie veth, the Gofpel of'CbriJi is the Power 
of God unto Salvation... Powerful aris the 
Convi<9tion§ it carries with it, andpbwerfijl 
^ its 
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ife Comforts; powerful* it is to cftabKflii^y^*;;'-^ 
ftrerrgthen ' and fettle ' that Faith, which its- 
owifi Power firft begat,and powerful to enable 
the M kn of G6d to work Righteoufneft, ' 
to pall down the ftrong Holds of Sin and 
Satan, and to bring every Thought, and^ 
Imagination under Obedience to Chrift^ 
Thus by Grace are wefaved through -Faith, 
from firft to laft, for by this Faith we iirft 
turn from Sin to Gbd, herein We ftand; 
herein We conquer, and fo attain to the End* 
of our Faith, even the Salvation of our 
Souls/ " But ' 

Secondly y If • fuch and £o powerful * be 
the Goipel of Chrijiy even the Power of 
God unto Salvation, one would be apt to 
think cautionary Dehortations concerning 
the Sin and Danger of being aihamed of it 
almoft needlefs ; but this is not fo, for there 
is a Crofs and a Reproach attending it, to 
cxercife the Faith and try the Fidelity of 
the 'Servants of Chrift^ who is upon thisr 
Account no lefs aRocfc of Offence, than a 
Rock of Salvation to many. Human Re- 
fpedls have always been a great Snare even 
to Perfons of. a good Difpofitionj in the 
Ways both of Virtue and Godlinefs, which 

gave 
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Si r m, , i.gave Occafioii to that Caution of the Soaqf 
^'"^^ Siracby " That wc fufFcK not thp. JRjcvisi:gfi«^ 
V of any Map to caufeus tp.falU'* ^ Ap^ 
this will hold true of the Gc^cl <of Chri^ 
in a more ^fpeci^ Manpefit as the Qe^4i)L^ 
and Spirit of il ai:e diceifllf contf ^y to tjhu^ 
which govern the World: Hence it is tluyt 
Gpd and the World, /•,^v People who live 
only to Timei and follpw the Proppnfions 
and Gratifications of oof rvipt Nature, ^e all 
along fpoken of in the N«w Tefbment as 
contraty the one to tl^e pther : The Wqrl^ 
is there faid to lie inWickednefsj^andther^r 
fore we are commanded neither to love nor 
to ; be coi^rmed to k :, And forafmuch as 
the Refped; and Prjtifc of worldly People 
cannot be acq^uired nor pre&ryrd, unLefs iix. 
ibme . meafur^ our Thoughts be as their 
Thoughts, and our Ways as their Way^, 
we £nd a Wo dienounced againft tho(!^ 
whoi;^ all Mien ipeak well of; But as . th^ 
pious Mr. BurMt obferves, " The Wprl4 
has all along t^eo efie^ual pare, by thfi^ 
cr\iel Mockings, |>ilfai^.J^q)roacheSy ajOMl 
fharp Invedives^ tp. . free Cbriji's faiths 
Servants from the. Danger of. .tl>is W(^'f 
Had we. a particular Hiftory pf thp ph|. 

.:...'.:...;.. :.:^M 



W«rMi I donkW ftot but this Obifervation*""-^ 
t^ootft ftandvti'ified m the Trealment of 
'IB^b ^mSi Nc&by' ±B it docs in that of Lot^ 
^i^tmrdis^ find the Prophdft, ^Cbrijt, 
ibe Apoffii&;ftnd moft &tiber emineht Preach* 
^ei^ <rf Kighftcottfnefs doWttT^ards, 'cohfirm- 
in| St: P^/^j AflStrtioii, that, '« A& h^ wHo 
^•%a8 born iaffer 'the Flefliperiecuted bifn 
-^^^ilWib^ms borrf'^fiet fthe Spirit iii iHrties 

^ ][*gfft, fottiSnO^:^ ' V '/ ." r.r ' 

" ^Irt Tain We ^^lead the^EftabliftitiieiTt of 
feteiftiaftity, nhdef *hel^«*teafbfil andCoUii- 
teftahcc t>f 4ehfr d^il ^PdWer^' ' td evade 4fee 
F^ce ^ Chis Trath. Rultfi nlajr ©drppiile 
^od Articles, and good <^iHind, ahd/firame 
wfedfefome Lawi fdt 'flic 6o¥emmfe»t and 
Polity of the outward Chtirdh, but *Ae 
Spirit -and Power of Godlincft, they can 
iteiiher give iwar feeure Refpe<ft to : A plea- 
ftrtf-^loving, fenftid, finftrfWorldjirftift Wpon 
VHndple be at Enmity with'the'Chi^en 
WF'tfife Kingdom j who have turrtcd (heir 
BAdts-tipori what they idc^fee, andhaive fet 
thchrFafccs fiiHforST/OT; and tonfcqtieftt- 
ly i&eKeproadh <^ Cbrift^iW ne^er^d^! to 
i)e'the Badge of fcc'trueGhriftian^s'Rrfc!- 
|*ld!htp5 for iImS hfc^-is ptepared, and iii^fo 
vii^y Places exiiorted ^od encouraged to en- 
dure 
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,«iRM. l.dure.the Crofe, and dgfpife the Shame, aP 
**^^^^^.terthe Example of his blefled Mafter. 

Beware^ then, O Chriftiani^, liow thou 
promifeft, to fhyfelf Eafe and Security here, 
feying; Peaces Peace j for thou art engaged 
Jna Warfare, which ends npt on this Side 
, the Grave, and therefore thou muft perfe- 
vere in; t]be Combat Uke a yahapt Soldier, 
and b$. faithful unto P§a^,^as thou exped- 
eft to receive a Crown of Life. Beware 
how thcfu feedeft thyfelf with vain Hopes 
-of the Righes and Honours of this World, 
- whilft fo confiderable. a Share of them is 
lodge4 in the Hands. of its own Children, 
and which are therefore a Kind of forbid- 
den Fruit, which thou canll: hardly touch, 
without wounding thy Confcience : Gonfi- 
; der, th6u art a Pilgrin) on thy Way to a bet- 
ter Country, and. needeft but little for thy 
Journey ; much would be an Incumbrance, 
and perhaps thou haft already, nipre than 
thy Mafter had, . ao.d; yet he was therewith 
content: And as to the Favour andFriend- 
Ihip of the World, it would* only pr^ve a 
Snare to thee, for thpu canft np piore ple^fe 
two Maftcrs, fo contrary by Natjzre, and in 
the Services they require of thee, than thou 
xanft reconcile Light :v?ith.lDark[jsf% /Why 

* then 



then do we go on halving it betwii^t GodSE^M^t; 
and Mammon^ catching at heavenly Things 
with one Hand, and at earthly Things with 
the other*; let us be cold or hot, let us de- 
clare for God or Baal. If we worfhip the 
Beaft in our Hearts, why do we refufe to 
receive his Mark in our Foreheads ? Or if 
we are really Difciples of a crucified Matter; 
why do we flinch at bearing the Crofs after 
him, feeing it is Honour enough for the 
Servant to be as his Lord ? Nor will he own 
them at the laft Day, who are now aftiam'd 
to confefs him before Men in a Life and 
Cohverfation becoming the Gofpel. Befides, 
whilft we ftand ballancing betwixt Chrift 
and the World, our Lives are more mifera- 
ble than tbofe of the very brute Beafts - 
The almoft Chriftian is crucified betwixt 
Heaven and Earth, without having any 
Portion in the good Things either of this 
Life, dr of that which is to come. Thusf 
we feek to avoid the Reproach of the Oofs' 
of Chrift^ which would fct our Hearts at 
Libciiify; and enrich us > with fpiritual Blef- 
fingt, and fo fall under the Reproach of 
Confcieiiie: which worketh Sorrow and 
Death, and enikves :iis to the moil itorment- 
ing;KearS : We aficttti unto the Truth with 
^ K the 



j[6 H^e Sin and Dof^erofhtng 

^^^^!!^i^ ^^ Undcrftanding^ and fo arc 4>eculative 
^'^'^^Bdicyers, but through the prevailing Power 
of {Ittisdati Rerpe£ts> ihffbr it not to cake 
Rdot in our Hearts^ that it may become a 
Diriae P^h> bringing £3rth Fmits unto 
Holinei^j and filling us vith all Joy and 
Peaces in Believuig. How can ye believa 
(to the iaving of the Soul) who fcceive Ho^ 
nour oneof anotlier» and leek not the Ho^ 
nour dlkat cometfa from Gkxl only ? 

Bitf if ibme come (hort ^f the Crowti 
tbro* the Fear or Sham^ of the Crofs, others 
9dd to the Weight of liictr Crofe by refiifing 
tp bear it now ; ihcy pannot ebdure thef 
Thought of lofing aii IntereA in Chrift^, abd 
therefore refdv^ to fbllowliim, but firft defirc 
X^cayetodo this or. that; diey want perhaps 
to get a little more of this World's Goods, or 
wait for fbrnenore favoiirablfe Seafon to de-^ 
clare for Gnifi^ wbcri there may be le& of 
Pat^g&r, .or ficaadaLintbe Crofs; ibut ei-^ 
ther fuch liolitatiqn^ and ReCerves wsii not 
be altowQd.ns, dr, if the Lord hour with 
our Weaknids . iaytlus iTiaia^ £or a Time, 
be is (urB toxecktoi witii' us^ for it aitpr*^ 
tvacds. When Fetw^ tfardogh Fear ^xA 
Shame« denied his Maftv^lieiitdetbotqgiit 
what Aogiiifli and JBtttomeis of :8oai 4ldt 
2 un- 
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TJnfaithfulnefs would coft himj for Peter Sirm. I. 
muft be deeply forty for that Fear, and a- ^"^'^^^ 
ihamed of that Shame, and alfo fuffer for 
his Mafter at laft. It is probable, that iV/'- . 
codemuSj the Ruler, and the rich Jofeph of 
Arimathea^ thought it fufficient for them 
to be Difciples of Jefus in fecret 5 but this 
would not ferve their turn, and they who 
were aihamed to own him publickly in his 
Life-time, (for Fear of the Jews) muft be 
brought to o\yn him, in his Death, under 
the additional reputed Difgrace of a crucified 
Malefadon Thus every Chriftian, after 
the Example of Jonah^ pays dear for his 
Unfaithfulnefs, and after all his Reluftance 
muft do the Work which his Lord has ap- 
pointed for him ^ but then he lofes the Sa- 
tisfadtion and Praife that would attend a 
willing and chearful Obedience, and fufFers 
more from being dragged to the Crofs than 
he would from a patient enduring of its 
Weight. 

it is eafy to forefee, that this and every 
other Reprefentation of Chriftianity in the 
View of a fufFering and felf-denying Reli- 
gion, will be ill received by many 5 but thofe 
Words of our Lord, ^^ any Man mil come 
lifter me^ kt him deny Uimfelfy and take up 
C bh 
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i^BtrsK l.'^/i Crojs and follow me, contain the indiA 
^■^^""^^""^penfable Condition of our Difciplefhip in 
. every Age of the Church, whilft it conti- 
nues in a militant State. Sit down then, 
"Profeflbrs, and count the Coft of being a 
;' Chriftian ^ for you muft not think of facri- 
ficing to the Lord your God, of that which 
'cofts you nothing, and perhaps this will 
coft you more than you are willing to pay : 
As firft it will coft you the Love of the 
' .World, for, If any Man love the Worldy 
the hove of the Father i^ not in him \ fecond- 
ly, it will coft you the World's Love for 
you. If ye were of the World the World would 
love its own, but becaufe ye are not of the 
Worlds but I have chofen you out of the Worlds 
therefore the World hateth you. The Chrif- 
tian cannot take Pleafurc in the Company 
of vicious, and diforderly, nor yet of vain 
Perfons ; however he may have had his Con- 
verfation with fuch in Times paft, he has 
now neither Time nor Inclination for Va- 
nij:y^, and therefore to all thefe he faith> 
, ' ' *^ What have I to do with you, get ye behind 
me i my Delight is henceiforth in therh that 
excel ii} Virtue, Men fearing God and work- 
ing Righteoufnefs/' And, thirdly. This will 
coft him much of Gharader with thofe 

whofe 
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-whofeWays are not as his Ways. They^***- ^* 
will fay of him, thi^ Fellow is a Judge, to 
condemn us and our Doings ; or, perhaps, 
that he is befide himfelf ^ and thus he muft 
bear the Reproach of Chrift. And, laftly, 
it will coft you the Love of Self, For even 
Cbrijl pleafed not bimfelfy and therefore all 
Self-will, Self- feeking, and Self-pleafing 
muft be offered up in Sacrifice to God, that 
his Will may be done in us, and by us, 
without any Refiftance on our Part. In 
this total furrender of Self the Chriftiaa 
walks at Liberty, and finds Peace and Reft 
to his Soul 5 for it m^y be affirmed of a 
Truth, that his moft flavifh Fears, and tpr- 
raenting Bondage, are occafioned by fome 
Idol not yet caft out, fome Oppofition in 
his own Will to that of God, and therefore 
our Lord faith, TJnlefs a Manforfake all that 
he hath^ he cannot be my Difciple. 

Thus we find that it will coft much to be 
a Chriftisiju, and that if we mean to pur- 
chafe this goodly Pearl of Gofpel Salvation, 
^Ye muft keep back no Part of the Price, 
but fell all that we have, to give in Ex- 
change for it. But how hard is this Doc- 
tripe ! how few can bear it ! what Pleadinjgs 
of Nature, what Torturing of the Scrip-^ 
C 2 tures. 
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^^y^iJ* tares, what ingenious Pretences, what learn- 
ed Evafions in Favour of the Sin that moft 
eafily befets us, and to reconcile Duty with 
Inclination ! How great is thy Patience, O 
loving Lord! towards Sinners, whilft we 
refufc to hear and accept thy loud Calls, 
and gracious Invitations to come unto thee, 
that we may have Life. Beholdy I JIand 
at the Doory fays Chrift, and knocks if any 
Man hear my Voice and open the Door^ I will 
come in to bimy and mlljtcp with himy arid 
be ivitb me. But alas \ my Brethren, how 
do we lock and bar the Door againft him, 
and will neither go to him, nor fuffer him 
to come to us, but ferve him as the Men 
of Bethlehem did of old ? Infomuch that it is 
to be feared, as to ihany, that if the Lan- 
guage of their Hearts were put into plain 
Speech, it would be on this wife : My car- 
nal Acquaintance, and worldly Friends, 
thofc Partakers with me in the Lufts and 
Pleafures which my Soul loveth, are come 
to lodge and abide with me ; and the Com- 
pany of a poor defpifed Jefas would dif- 
gracc me in their Sight, blaft my Charac- 
ter, give a Check to good Fellowfhip, and 
moreover ruin my Hopes and Intereft in the 
World J depart therefore, for there is no 

Room 
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Room for thee in the Inn of my SouI.Skrm. I,. 
However, I will not utterly difown thee, ^^^^^' 
nay, I will fpeak of thee as refpedlfuUy as 
I decently can; but as to receiving thee for 
my Gueft, or profeffing any Intimacy with 
thee, in this Thing I pray thqe have me 
excufed. But what is the Reply that fuch 
a falfe ungrateful Wretch has to expeft ? 
what but this ? Know, O Sinner, that as 
thou haft rejected the Counfel of God a- 
gainft thyfelf^ and (hutteft the Door againft 
the Vifits of my Grace and Salvation now, 
behold the Time cometh, when thou (halt 
knock at the Door of Mercy and find no 
Admittance thyfclf, but receive for Anfwer, 
Depart from me, I know you not 3 for, 
wbofoever Jhall be ajhamed ofme^ and of my 
Words^ in this adulterous and Jinful Genera- 
tion y of him alfo Jhall the Son of Man be a^ 
fhamedy when he cometh in the Glory of his 
Father with the Holy Angels. But God for- 
bid, that as fome Men glory in their Shame, 
fo we fhould be afhamed of that which is 
our higheft Glory, afhamed of owning and 
living to him, who was not afhamed of dy- 
ing for us. Brethren, the Time is fliort, 
and the Day of the Lord is nigh at Hand ; 
let us, with the Eye of Faith, behold it as. 
C 3 prcT 
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Sifta«. I.prefent, and fee the everlafting Doors of 
■ Heaven wide open, prefenting to our View 
the Son of God. Behold! he comes to 
Judgnnent, with Myriads of Angels'; the 
Throne is fet, and a Rain-bow round about 
the Throne. The Books are opened, and 
the World kneels before him. How great 
is the Confufion of thofe who were once 
afliamed of him, whom all the Hoft of 
Heaven delighteth to Honour. Pardon, O 
Holy Jdfus, whereinfoever we have been 
offended becaufe of thee ! and grant, • that 
henceforth, if called to it, we may efteem 
the Reproach of Chrifi greater Riches than 
the Treafures of the whole Earth; For 
Thou art the King of Saints ; Thou art the 
Lord of Glory. To conclude. 

Have you, my Brethren, found of a 
Truth, by the Evidence of a living Faith, 
that the Gofpel of Chrift is the Power of 
God unto Salvation ? If fo, it has indeed 
been to you, what its Name imports. Glad 
hidings. This, I truft is the Cafe with 
fome, and it is my Heart's Defire and Pray- 
er to God, that it may be fo with all of us, 
for happy are the People that are in fuch a 
Cafe, and only they. 

As to you, who have not yet found this 

goodly 
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goodly Pearl of great Price, let me in treat Serm. f- 
you, let me adjure you by the living God, "^"^^^j 
that you feek it earneftly, that you feek it 
inftantly. You need not fay, whither fliall 
we go, and in what Communion of Chrift- . 
ians may it be found ? for Chriji is not far 
from any one of you, nay, as you havejuft 
now heard, he ftands at the Door of evefy 
Heart; do not then deny Admittance to fb 
kind, fo honourable a Gueflr ; for, my Bre- 
thren, he is your Saviour, the Light, the 
. Love, the Salvation of God, the Lord by 
whom alone you can cfcape Death : Such 
is the Gueft that intreats you to receive him, 
and indeed, he will well requite your Love 
in fo doing, for as many as receive him, to 
them will he give Power to become the Sons 
of God. O let me plead with you yet a- 
gain, for it is for Life, even the Life of 
your Souls ; I pray you then be ye* recon- 
ciled to God, in the Son of his Love. The 
Lord, even the Lord JefuSy is defirous to 
come into his Temple, which Temple ye 
are. Perlift not then in refufing him En- 
trance, to the infinite Wrong and Damage 
of your Souls ^ for if he depart, and return 
no more, you are undone for ever, and bet^ 
ter were it for you that you had never been 
C 4 born j 
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^^^^^i^hotn 5 for though he is the Lamb of God, 
meek and gentle to humble penitent Sin- 
ners, loving them freely, and cleaniing them 
thoroughly from all their Sins, by his moft 
precious Blood ; yet is he alfo the Lion of 
the Trp)e of Judah^ to the Obftinate and 
Incorrigible. Kifs then the Sotiy left be be 
l^g^yy ^^dfo ye perijhfrvm the right Way^ 
if bis Wrath be kindled^ yea but a little : for 
as he is the Power of God unto Salvation 
to every one that believeth and receiveth 
him, fo v^ill he, at the laft Day, be the 
Power of God unto Deftruftion to every 
ope that fhall have rejeifted him ; powerful 
in offended Majefly, when he fhall *^ bere^ 
** vealed from Heaven, with his mighty 
^* Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance 
•* of them that know not God, and that 
'* obey not the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus 
•* Chrifij who fhall be punifhed with ever- 
" lafling Deflrudtion from the Prefence of 
*' the Lord, and from the Glory of his 
** Power, when he fhall come to be glori- 
" fied in his Saints, and to be admired in 
*' all them that believe." 

Finally, Let me befeech you, by the 
Mercies of God, that ye receive not the 
Grace of God in vain, and whilfl the Gofl 

P?l 
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pclfounds in your Ear?, that you (hut no<f*iJJ;^ 
your Hearts, againft it, but. turn unto the 
Lord in Repentance and Faith, who is wiU 
Un^anddefirous to turn you away from your 
Iniquities that they may not be your Ruin; 
And, for your Encouragement I fpeak ic» 
though in Times paft ye have been difobe*- 
dient, ungodly^ Defpifers, nay Perfecutocs 
pf them that are good, yet, foraimuch as 
ye did it ignorantiyahd in Unbelief, ye fhall 
pbtain Mercy, for the Lord is merciful, lo?^ 
ing and gracious, and rejefteth no returar 
ipg contrite Sinner, for he hath faid. Him 
that cometb unto me^ I will in nd wife cafi 
out. He will blefsyour Sorrows to you^ 
cpmfort your Hearts with a Senfe of par- 
doning Grace, and fandify you wholly in 
Spirit, Soul and Body, and you fliall know 
pf a Truth, as concerning the Gofpel of 
Cbriji', "that it is the Power ofGodum 
§alyation. 
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SERMON ir. 



The Inward Glory of the true 
BeHever. 



Psalm xlv, 14, 
^e King's Daughter is all glorious within — 

Sbrm^IlY TOwevcr this Pfalm might be com- 
t/V>J Jrj[ pofed on the Occafion of King So- 
lompn's Marriage with the Daughter 
oiPbaroah, King oi Egypt ^ yet the Scope 
and Intendment of it is Spiritual, pointing 
out to us the myllical Marriage between 
Chrijl and his Churchy and therefore if we 
mean to make a right Ufe and Improve- 
ment of this Portion of Scripture, we muft 
lift up our Minds from earthly to heavenly 
Things, for a Greater than Solomon is 
here. 

The Scriptures are compared, by a Fa- 

flier of the Church, to the Manna that fell 

in the Wildcrnefs, which is fuppofed to 

2 have 



T^e Inward Glory^ &c. 27 

bavjp had a Tafte accommodated to the P^-^^^J;!^;^ 
lale^ of the Eater: fo, the facred Writings 
afford fomething fuitable to the Tafte of 
every Reader. The Hiftorian, the Orator, 
the Critic, find each of them herein Mat- 
ter for the Exercife of their refpeftive Ta- 
lents ; the carnal Manreadeth the Scripture* 
with a carnal Eyc^ and therefore only iind- 
eth in them a carnal Senfe. The Moraiifl 
there difcovers excellent Rules for the Con- 
duct of the outward Life, but not having 
Eyes to fee farther, he difcerneth not the 
Wifdom of God in a Myftery 5 whilft the 
fpkitual Man eateth of the hidden Manna, 
and fearcheth out the deep Things of God, 
comparing fpiritual Things with ipiritual, 
for they are only fpiritualiy difcerned : To 
fuch a one the Scriptures are Meat indeed, 
and Drink indeed 5 and whilft others are de- 
tained below, in that Faith of the Letter 
that killeth, he afcendeth into the Prefencc 
Chamber of the moft High, by the Faith 
of the Spirit that giveth Life. To him the 
Pfalwy from whence the Text is taken, is 
like Jacob's Ladder, which reached from 
Earth to Heaven, on which he afcends from 
the Reprefentatioh of an earthly Marriage 
to the Contemplation of that bleffed Union 

which 
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2*^- which fubfifts betwixt Chrift, the King of 
Glory, and his Spoufe the Church: And, 
indeed, unlefs we allow that thefe Things 
are an Allegory, neither the Pfalm before 
us, nor the Song of Solomon^ carry in them 
any further Profit, or Improvement, to a 
religious Reader, than a beautiful Ode or a 
dramatic Poem, in the Subjeds of which 
we are no Ways concerned -, nay, are rather 
apt to excite Ideas ill fuiting with the Pu- 
rity of a Chriftian Mind : But to the pure 
all Things are pure. That the fpiritual 
Senfe here mentioned does belong to thefe 
divine Writings ftands confirmed by the 
Judgment of holy Men, in all Ages of the 
Church, who by fuch a Ufe and Applica- 
tion of them in their Expofitions, Medita- 
tions, and Prayers, have made them fubfer- 
vient to the Purpofcs of an elevated Piety, 
But not to detain you any longer from the 
Text, I proceed to explain, 

Firjiy Who is meant by the King's 
Daughter, and 
, Secondly y In what Senfe fhe is all glorious 
within. 

And Fir/iy By the King's Daughter is 
meant, the Church of Chrifii by which w« 

are 
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arc not toundcrftand any one particular oat-.S^^jj«i|* 
ward Church, according to the narrow and 
confined Notion of fome concerning that 
Wond, but the whole coUe^aive Body of 
holy Souls, under whateverDifpenlation they 
have lived, or however difpcrfed over the 
Face of the whole Earth. Of this Muld- 
tude, gathered out of all Nations and Laa-« 
guages, which no Man can namber> is, • 
compofed that Church, which Cbnyi Jit 
hved that he gave himfelf for it^ that he* 
might fan<9ify and cleanfe it, with the Wa£h- 
ii^ of Water by the Word, that he might 
prefent it to hinjiclf a glorious Church, not 
having Spot or Wrinkle, orany focab Thing, 
bat that it ihould he Holy and vrithout Blc- 
railh;;^ - This 16 the heavenly Jerufalem^ 
whofe Foundation is on the holy Hills, and 
whofe Builder and Maker is God. Here 
are the Gates of Sion, which the Lord loveth 
more than all the Dwellings of y^^^^.-r' 
Such excellent Things are fpoken of thee. 
Thou City of God ! We profefs to believe 
in the Communion of Saints ; now, this is 
the blefled Fellowfhip here fpoken of, and 
is called the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. For 
the Saints in Heaven and the Saints on Earth 
conftitute hut one Family, and one Body> 

of 
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•SxMi, iLof which Ci)riji is not only the Political, 
but the influencing Head; they are Par- 
takers of the fame Grace of divine Lovc^ 
and will (hortly partake together in the 
fame Glory. Nay the Faithful, whilft on 
Earthj are faid to be bleffed with fpiritual 
Bleflings in heavenly Places in Cbriji^ for by 
their Union with him their Right and Title 
to thefe cannot fail them, for if Cbriji is 
theirs, in Him they have all Things j and 
Nothing but this thin Partition of Mortali- 
ty, hinders the Saints militant from joyning 
Society with their fellow Members, the 
Saints triumphant, who now wait in joyful 
ExpetSation of that Time, when God (hall 
accomplifli the Number of his Eled:, and 
haften his Kingdom ; and when all the an- 
gelic Hoft fhall celebrate the happy Day, 
faying, Let us be glad and rejoyce^ and give 
Honour to Gody for the Marriage of the 
Lamb is conie^ and his Wife hath made her- 
f elf ready. 

It was to bring about this myftical Mar- 
riage, that the Son of God condefcended to 
take our Nature upon him ; for it is not 
poflible there fhould be an Union betwixt 
Perfons or Things that fubfift not in one 
common Nature. Now in Order to Man's 

Sal- 
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Salvation, the Image of God muft be tc-J^J^^ 
placed in his Soul, he muft again be made 
Partaker of that divine Nature from which he 
had fallen. But Man was no more capable of 
eflfeaing this of himfclf, than of plucking the 
Stars from the Firmament ; and therefore 
it muft needs be th^t yejus Chriji communi- 
cate himfelf, in our Nature, to all that 
will receive him, that they may have Power 
to become the Sons of God, other wife thire 
could be no Red6nriptibn for them. This 
the holy Angels kiiew full well, and there- 
fore in Teftimony of their friendly Joy, for 
Peace reftored on Earth, and fudh an amaz- 
ing Manifeftatidh of Good- will towards 
Men, fang Prai/es to the eternal King at 
the Birth of the incaniate God. 

This Conjun6:ion of the divine and hu- 
man Natures in the Perfon of our Lord, for 
the Salvation of Mankind, is reprefented to 
tis in the Gofpel under the Parable of a Mar- 
riage, which a certain King made for his 
Son, and all to whom the Gofpel is preach- 
ed do receive a particular Invitation to the 
Marriage Feaft. You, my Brethren, have 
often been called to ihare in the Bleffednefs 
of this facred Solemnity, and I do at this 
time repeat the Invitation, in my Mafter's 

Name, 
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MMoiT' Name, and declare unto you, that all Things 
l^/VNjare prepared, and the Wedding is ready: 
Why then are not you ready alfo ? Where- 
fore do you make Excufes, and refufe to 
accept this Meiiage of Peace, to come to 
this Feaft of Love, which the King of 
Heaven hasiprepared for you ? Behold ! wc 
are Ambaiiadors for Cbriji^ as though God 
did befcech you by us ; We pray you in 
Gbrijfs fteadjthat ye be willing to be recon* 
ciled to God, who thus (hews himfelf both 
willing and defirous to be reconciled to you; 
Nay, you arc called, every Soul of you, Xq 
the Honour of being the King's Daughter^ 
by a Marriage with the King's Son,.. for 
fuch Honour: have all his Saints : It is^ not 
enough that he has married our Nature, un-» 
lefshe be joined in fpiritual Wedlock to 
bur Souls in particular, for Chriji in us is 
the only Hope and Earneft of our Glory, 
who fpeaking to his heavenly Father of the 
Sbuls which he had given him, faith ; / in 
tbemy and thou in me, ibat they may be made 
perfe& in one. I have declared unto them 
thy- Name J and will declare ity that the Lwe 
^berewitb^ thm haft loved me, may be in 
themi dmdlintbem. 

BchoW^ 
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^rBehold, my Brethren, what Menocr ofStRM.U. 

Love die JFather hath beftawed upon us,^'^^^^ 

timt iMe flioiild be called the Children «€ 

^tJiemoft High, even Sons aodPaugbters 

Of God ! Behdd, how Jefia lo^ed ii%' m 

fhat he took the Miferies of ov N^tun 

upon Him, that He might beftowi the Ot^ 

nity and^filefiednefsof his NaDureupon us 2 

We read that Sampjim went down to.TVffh 

Msfis'and took unto htmfelf a Wife of tti9 

Daug;hter» of the Fbiliftinesy who were l^ 

delators and Eneoues to J/rn^: ThatjSMtf 

efpottfed Rutby a poor Mgabitefs ; aod thai 

fibjl^ at the Cotnmaxxl of God, married ^ 

Wife of Whoredoms. Wherelbre are thefii 

Thii^ mentionedy but for lojftro&ion? and 

to 'teach U8, how much more the Son of 

God >hath coodefisended for our Sakes in 

marrying us to Himfelf^ when we were poo( 

indeed, and had Nothing to bring him, but 

the filthy Rags of our Wretdbiedxie& and 

Skkfolnefs; when we. were alienaijcd from 

him both by original and aAual DefilemenjC, 

nsfy even Enemies to Ins Goverpment by 

open and repeated RebeUioosj aod moft un« 

worthy of his Bmbraoes by our fpiritual 

Whoredoms with the Qr^atuies q» which 

tifthadietour Loves.. 

D It 



8*R w^. . ' It k Ho left c worthy • bf being remarked, 
&>r td that eftd it is written^ >that in the Line 
dfChrift according) to tbeFlefti we nKet 
with fi^tBe Sitss ^i a Grimfon ftain recorded, 
M lACeft, Whoredom, Adultery^ arid Mur* 
1fh«r^*th« irf^ in the loftaade oijudab and 
^!SAmaf^ the fecond inthatof i2^z^3/and the 
it^wlaft in theHfftony of David 2Lts^ Bath^ 
Jkeiii^: flToWibme pdrhtpsmsy wifh thatthefb 
MarJb ^Infiuny had not been recorded in 
the Genealogy of Ghrift, a8 tending to dif- 
grace' hie f^amiiy,. "^^d' tot^bring a Reproach 
upon his Birth : But howri>lind and Ibttifli 
16 ^ Wifdom of Manei ia things pertainiii^ 
to that God whofe Thoughts are not as our 
j*rhought8- ! iPor to «he chd that otH- Hope 
iBay he teonfifvned and ow Faith effeablifhed 
are thefe things writ«tn» M Jefut Cbrifiy 
itccoi'dihg to fuch^ike Notions of Honour, 
were not to hive come but 'of a ^otlefs 
Family, how fliould He ha of the Seed of 
Jlbraba^ f nay, hdw could He have 'been 
« DefeeindenK from Adamh Who dien mvSi 
l»9t bbiMl eur Sins end liiade Atonement &r 
^rianfgrdlws ? ai^ if lie wa6 to bear our Sins 
^Sm' i^^Mt m Hi0)ib^ %ipias He to hear c«r 
fedeir and net oi«r gi^eatBr '^s aifo } ¥cB>ibr 
this Caufe came He into theWorldy tiuit He 

might 



Qsight bc'riliocJlorthe Oikf of Sinners, thatS^J^>*;J^ 
£0 He migbt.£be\r Mercy la tiie'iChief of 
Simers. ^ee, bow tfaeLtGoodntfd of God 
trbttiipfae ovtsr tfae feeble Obje<9:iQns of ca-« 
viiHUgReafoD^ in that a Saviour ^at vcam^ 
fefted where the' gneateft Need of Him 
ftandsconfefledy.andtfaat where 6ib abott&d^ 
edy iheieGcac^iiath mncb jjiom afeoundtd'f 
<< O die: depth cff tiie&iches^ of the WifcbnP^ 
!^. and KiBDidsdge and) Mercies off iGodf'M 

en Bat I pafr.^ai 4a^the SeedtidilPropofitifl^ 
wribich was tDihewiri wbarSetfe /&r Kingt 
Dmi^er, asmeant of the Chnrch of Cbriiit 

hr AfKtthiaiheis4>y hbrfiTpoaftla toChrift, 
hud not before/^^^'^^ I haveJ^fpoufed yocf, 
&ys the ApofMe to the CorintiMns^^^ to oofc 
^ Huflxtnd, that I may prefent you as a 
"chafte Virgin to Chrift/' r ', 
^ Before the Heart is turned to God m 
Fasth^ however highfy wema^ithinkof oln:^ 
Iblfesr, :we are all; m 4aii uncicaa thing $ Q»r 
i^Woilss <as is ^ibied in^ the Thirteeii4i 
"Affticie of ^ur (Dhurdi) have sh-jthetn ^ 
"Nature of Siii) wd Jniqmtf is wtittefii.UfH|i 
4be^Face of atlioor itoiy tk^^ 
^bte we d«dix not to |ica&oMn(](»xMlnQerN»4g 
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4f^^£i^^ '(£i S fns'natdtia ktttonv6rted Stated* 

^-^""^ BifiJrt tfiiR^c of Cftrlft^i^faffcfed to ftti* 

ihd wort^ te'life Htar^ffiatalte' can-do ii6>i 

fflf'^f^/IM W bbrifovii'^'gote^ijrch oi?^^ 
4t hpme, nay, whatever, is in bis Thottj^ts^. 
WmK\ !)cfeiB8l Of AiSed^,; 'it IS all Sin'— • 
^'tlie vfetV^jild^^ dfthe wicked is Sih,*^fijrt 

f^ o&fpi&^ ^^6e6n« of cbrrtpt 
N4titfe1ifWt&it be i!B^ m tfaerete i» 

tiitiil'i;%'ilifng:'Be^it?^^ from If t 
iiUudih|( Id^iliib "fVii^ii^ ^ibfe Woi^dis df 
Joi,^ Wtb'cw M^t^ddiii tbinj^ out df 
an Qncksiil't |ibt t^e;^"- ':BM;-#ben the ^ui 
becomes fitffiUe ^f kir'tivrn Vilenefs 'and 
Imjpotenceto Good, aiid- ^i^ out' with' thi 
Leper, undbin j iinclean f Wlien it oeafes Ji!'<»n 
its own Wm and ite own Wap, anct-froM 
iever^ thing' t6at can bci'i^ed Se)f;fiand is 
t'efigoe^ 03^ the Cbndd£k iifObd's Holy^ ^U 
rit, Which loiig fttive^wiih k,-'tha4 Chrift 
lives his G^e'iniD tB^C^i aAd FkS^^ 
the humble, contrft^^Nd/^denf^'ifllf^ 
Ikis Tk(ple;iidiiigtiU9l^*^'€«i^vo£^i^Rs^ 
fino^'s Ftrej to purge away its Drofs, anc^tif 
FttUers Soap, t»Aa£t it from the Defile- 
ments 





inpe new fR,%j4^j^q^^d ,^ 



^^nd this may ierve to explain to us tho^ 
myftcrious Words in the ^Qoi^iQfC^nttQif^ 
which the Bride, thq. Ghurclv,!ii>c^5 -5^ 
i^irfelf — ^ I amy Mofiy, kut ^f^; M^ 
t^^ Nature, but Qopjply hyj<?fi^9p^ ^(path^ 
jbmein myidS, bjj^^vdy t^o^ji^^ 
fafc .to the %lft^e4.^ ;^y^^^^^^ 

fcfiinilSS.^alt*^ hmH^ H QSigw^l Conftita^ 

deUtiy and Sin j. and upon this ^cqount, af 
well as bccaafe of thcRemaius of^dwdliag 
CorFuptioD, he iaitji* / ^^ Jwr^ ^ ■ t>ut be^ ^ 
ip^waftwd, bdng fanfUfied^^jJ^g majde 

byj^ Spirit qf tbq.l^sd^g^GQ^ Iji^c 51^^ 
.by virtue of thi^ ]tJniq%. trul^ lay, 1 a^ 
£<imily^ for try Silwid is mm^ and I am 






3^ The Intvard Ghry 

^l^' ^^' ■ This exceeding great Love of Cbrift to* 
^^^^^^^ wards his Church, and the two very difFe-r 
rent States of Believers by Nature and Grace, 
is aptly rcprcfcntcd to us in Ezek. ch. xvi. 
knder the Figure of a wretched Infant. The 
following Paffages are full of ufeful Doc- 
tflntf, and well defcrve a particular Attention : 
*' Thou waft caft out in the open Field to 
the loathing of thy Perfon in the Day that 
thou waft borni and when I pafled by 
** thee and faw thee puJluted ih thine own 
" Blood, I faid unto theci' tri^ • Now whea 
*^ I paftcd by thee and looked upon thee, 
*^ behold thy Tiftie vras the Time of Love 5 
^' and I fpread my Skirt over thee, and co- 
" vercd thy Nakcdnefs ; yea I fware unto 
** thee, and entered into a Covenant with 
** thee, faith the Lord God, and thou bccam- 
** eft mine. Then waflied I thee with Water ^ 
** yea, I thoroughly waflicd away thy Blood 
" from thee, and I anointed thee with Oyl \ 
*^ I clothed thee alfo with broidered Work, 
" and I girded thee about With fine Linen, 
** 1 decked thee alfo with Ornaments, and 
** put a beautiful Crown upon thine Head, 
^^ and thou waft exceeding beautiful, and 
" thoudidft profper into aKingdom, and thy 
*^ReAown went forth among thp Heathen 

** for 
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*' far -tjiy Beauty, for it was pcrfedlthro'Sfi-'«-#- 
*' my Cooielinefs which I had put uppo.thec, ^^^^^^ 
*' faith the Lord God/'. Such is the Beauty 
aod Pignity of the King'.f Oo^hter, the 
Church which Chrift hath purchafcd Wi^ 
liifi Blood, and fandlified by J|;^6 Spirit ; not 
excelling in outward Splendor, as th^ n^po* 
tricjous Ori;k9i969t8 of Gold and Silver and 
worldly Grandeur i for in this r^ped il^ 
has generally r^embled h^ ble^d Head ip 
^t T>»y^ of hi$ Fleih, being without any ^3q- 
terpgl Form or Comyelin^f^t^at csu-nal Minds 
ihould feek or.delire her : but her adorning 
i^ the hiddei^ Man of the Heart in that 
which is not corruptible \ outwardly ihe has 
oft^n been, and mu/l be cont^t to he, 
defpiied, perfeputed^ afflidted, for the King- 
4oai of this World is .not her proper 
Cojuntry,. being here as a Stranger in a 
ilrange:Ifa|Kl, but in that divine Life which 
is hid.. with Chrift in, God, the King- 
dom of Gpd wjtl)in u;, it i^ far otherwife 
With her ; here (he is in Communion with 
•thi^ Saints, dign^ed with the Favour of 
Qodj ^ rich in t^e Graces, pf his Spirit, 
.and wiU hei;eafter be glorified w:lth an eac- 
iOeeding ^nd eternal W^ght of Cipry -^r- 
.Sw;;hi( Cbs Dignity and HappiWs c^41 thofe 
D 4 vvhora 



40^ Thtlfr&ard ^i^y ^ 

**•'*'- whom thfilKing of Heavtn delightetb to 

You fiSL herfc, my Brethren, yourhi^ 
Calling, tifjSL tcx be a holy Nation, a choA 
fen Gcncrattea; a Royal Prieflhood : *' Walk 
" worthjr^Acfeforc, of tlwVocadon wherein 
" with ye are called." And here let me put 
you in Mind of fome of the Graces which 
muft adorn the Bride of Cbifift, or the be-« 
iMviog Soul; for every. Member of his 
Church nmft be glorious within, as well a^ 
the coUedtve Bodyj thor the Part cannot 
be fo conipleat as the Whole. 

Afkdjirji^ '■ It is rcquicedth^ ihe be fgfemd 
faithful. Hath the Saiviour given Himfelf 
for you, that he niight redetm you from a31 
Iniquity ; ^and purify you unto Himfdf a 
peculiar People ! Did He &i his Lov^ upon 
you when you was altogether unlovely^ nay^ 
£lthy and defiled ? And hath. He call^ ycsi 
to the high Hohour of being his Beloved, 
his Spoufc I Takebeed that yoube betrothu 
ed unto Him ib Faithfulntiis;. Should ther 
Son of an earthly King efpoufe fome meac^ 
Damfel, and fheihould prove falfe to him, 
would you Dot fay that Ae deferved to be 
ftoned with Stones till ihe died ? See theni 
that wherein thou judgeft another thou 

con* 



Pani{hment Haft thou ^ven in tbtjrJAame 
^Gtaiik^iniSM^BaijiloiAf,ESpoaSb!i Be- 
haBi tthyrMs^r^iod lispBixdeaaaKT jitliuMP 
Hkiibadd I andttbdb liafl fc^^lhf ^Seal tw 
tbjrxvcTlafting Skitne inid^^Uldainitioa; 
fbQuUefl thon pidlre Mktathj^iaiMiKff^i 
X^rlardoeniyoife/ililBernui kicbiii»Spn£ti«jr 

Mbn^diAi^d^ ap>l^«U the Ctotare» «rii 
liBttto&totlviriiBiBpnaolv^^.and MmMdiiiii 
bnngEmbttieBtof <the bdtnftitlj'fifidejgrooalj 
thou (halt findiniUiyi aniuigrysais^a^JeakHiif 
CSnd^todbarrftiGbdbifauriK stcboMliBg'ifire 
libyiiltiial iuveiidsate:' tfdcbitiMytigtitJi 
Ifiiino-itWoaUibihhDWiiMn iHyi^Bihvd 
»iilBi«^ife Jlliat ithou be a^lbrio fay allb/ 
M^'^an^l^HistmDutyl, H^iioFattlifii}^ 
if^ fC»in!ljd>w iiaad as>i^i»«t d^boTed 
tCbfitt&lHBfltthdjrfte that tho4p4li«^ deafC 
^:}atti^ui tbni8>£idv«% aid ftdd^'jux-an^ 
Rinal} jiltab'£tttiierfl)ip-wich IIiti»,^^Jfor^Hii^ 
vil hbtDscbepta^frdaiiAdbd i(^£Si<^is^2diH^ 
gaxsifaiBnowniii^!s=-Bfood('f<}# 'th^^^Hhd 
vriUcfaOTe% whole Meat^'gfEdl«^^t4S^ 
<S(£3Kbpk9Maiktifoifftke 'aU^)&^^ hUM 

-fiCO 



4* 7h. Mii(mi\ Qkry. 

^^^ - SecimJfyr'T^c Bride of Chrift tm& bo 
adorned' witSi a meek afi4 hutnHe Spirit; 
which iff ia theiSightafXjrQdof great Price: 
And this the haiveoly Bridegroom teaches : 
*-^ " Learn of me, for I am meek and low- 
f' iy in iieart, and you ihall find reft unto 
your 'Souls." He to whom all Power was 
given both in Heaven and Earthy could, by 
a very flender Exertion of it, had He been 
fo minded, have . appeared in ^11 the Pomp 
^uid Splendor of earthly Wealth and Gran^ 
deur J but He took upon Him the Form of 
E Servant, and veiled his Majefly in Mean-r 
neis, to teach usa^Le^Ton of Humility.: Ye 
covetous and ambidous Spirits, .How can ye 
believe this without: bein^ covered . with 
Shfione and Reproach ! When the 0£icer 
ftfuck -^Jiis: with the Palm of liis Hand^ 
iaying) ^' Anfvmreft ihou the Hi^Prieft 
*< h ?" Our Lord, meek and patient like the 
Lamb of Godjoniy (e^ied, <^ If I have fpo«- 
^•ketiEvi], beariwitoeftof thevEnil, but if 
^-^weU, why fiakaft thott me?:"tSay,.0 ye 
Se«is of Thunderandliightttingi who burft 
ilMo Pa£Son and flaming iLesfentment^.upaii 
'wet^ flight indignity^ iiow.'ilrill ye be able 
to jttiftify your Behaivicttr byf thi$ Eacampk 
«f the ^tient Jefus ! Hear Him, ^ter this, 
a upon 



up(mlktCt^^'Vnidoth]» explruig Agonies 9< mm tt 
prtyiagfer few MJQrdercrB, anddeclvc^ Q'^^^^^ 
yc fflftUtiOtts apd reiFfogefiil Heirts» if yoit 
caffaifylofiger witbcddyourForgHreneis froAi 
^ c)!flfendbg Broddcr I 

Tbe Law did aUow a Retaliation for 
Injuries, in Eyt ibr an Eye, and. a Tooth 
for aTooth, it being^a Mioiftnttionof Wraths 
^d Fire its Emblem, for God oml.of Chrid 
26 a confiHhing Fire againft aU Ungodlineft 
and Uiirighteottfiie& df Men : But we are 
not now.iaider the: L&w, bat tinder Graces 
own that bettev Covenant whofe Influencs 
is Peace and Love in all its ChiUrco, as.it 
rcqokea that we be '' kindly a£[ciAiQned one 
^^ towards another, fender heartedyforgiring 
<^0ile 'another; even as God for CtriJ^s fake 
hAih forgiven us. " This meek and ^mia>- 
bte Spink of the Gofpel Difpcnfaticm is figm^ 
red in noanyPlaces ui^r the SytrdxA of Wa^- 
ter ^ add Chrift is faid to have come by .Wa^ 
Cer^and Blood, to denote by the ibrcner tiie 
Virtheand Power of his Spirit rto dcmft 
us frooa 'Sin, which is die Fewel of God'!i 
Wrath in the Sonkof Man: ^'Hethat bo** 
'^ iieviith on Me^ fays our Lord, ottt of Us 
«^ Belly ihaU flow Rivers of living lYater^?. 
fpeaking of the Spnit in die Hevts of Bai- 

lievcrs: 



^ Tie Imofsd^i^jyX 

**^^^ Water {44 which the oplwf^in t$e*fi|a«:,r»f 
mept is ti»(Vifible Si^Jf.nw«..i]iiuft 49e^^lKi|irx 
dawd i of4n( we m^ft i]N|» t)e^^«iii^b^f$Si^ 
we can enter 'vaitq the- Kipg^^n oitifimm^: 

a^>^i;cean|,$fp0iv^eFpuB^ p£hA&iMfmt' 

the. Eripp^,4»A«#?<S >B*efH; 

wa».tbf;>dHllpguUhing^C}^ ^itioj 

bjd Te^fajsiw^lt W9rthi»;Tfeut:^j^^ letijt.lw. 
r|Pj;nembWe^>oJ^ .^yirW^fte- MwiA^iAiO^ j»r 
L^al, nffytq|^ange]kadii!Lig^oifi(her%<^:as^ 
5Rrere nther'^ jE^ii;^$>IM^ 
ge^Qe^3ti)^Q£lt^:JVf6^^ to 

feLves ^eir Zeal - for , », JPatteirfi ujider.i vthj*^ 
xfiUder Difpeofationiof ;«liie ,^%(^ -.««l^t>|»j 
pmicularly care&l,. that it be guided by 
-J ^ ~ Know- 



StoiftdVice : OBt.&ordbean thfiil^Bfthno-'^ 
n^ltd chilli; lAai *(>*a)a[k6i^ all that^^ bonl^ 
*f'ki(Woaath; 'tteifte:badnotrifiii ftgreaCer- 
^i^lK^^tiiii/ViAtldili^tindeedBrwas; for^ 

Bcgteniiig of tfa^iGd^ i 4rtA'ihciaaaedti^; 
alcf ifiiMn^ ol^^Mrift^^iBttiufed^^^Hihi intof 
bfc^^tfiniftty ;4^<i^c)ared adcdycjrmhg his 
OWh B«f»tiimof^(^tatice, thacit^as only* 
to prepare theWa}^, and lead Sinned tty-Hlffl^ 

(tfithe JI¥dpMA'fiiic tho* rtich.«iidf6' great; 
W0s4b»( Office 'jilted 'octraotdiRtfff Man/ 
yfc&oiff^Ajird prM'tBitrnces'faim tobefefs tiliaii^ 
t^le«ll'«}f'thofoi #ho^ wd#e fottpt£^ wkb^ 
hj^^j^ofMfAnefrandLotfe.- -- '^ 
oi ^i^n a; Zttal^ God ageiSnft aH ^ and^ 
VHakednefi. ih^ kttdled atthe facred Fire^ 
d^ffMfiP^Mdufity'coines id ftr <hort in BleiS* 
iidMft «f itui nieek and gentle Flcme of 
toKr€»l|F<Lov6 '<««4iieh warms tiic BrtzAs) 
^§i^^ Sbtt ffflctDauglxtm, wlut (^ we* 






4^ Tie InitDord Gbry 

SMmftfay of that xmballowBd Zeal kinca^ jop by 
^^^^^^^ Rage andHatoed in tbeHearts xff thisWorltf s 
Children againft thjcir Bfethi^en, who, he* 
cmSk thef cannot catt down Fire from B^- 
ven to xxmfimic them, are refbhned to fetch 
it^mHiell-to worjcthdr Men Will ^and 
malicious Widoedne&i: '-Tlie Zeal 4nfpiftd 
isider the i>aw» thd' Octree j ^^^ holy, aiid, 
a|q>ointed to he the Mtnifter of Juflice and 
Judgment. againft tb^finctaiea of God^ hot 
this is fioni heneath; anid %end8 tei FViry 
againft his Friends : Snitlyvthe kaift V9^ can 
fay of aH fiidi is, "^ thsftit^^ 
*5 Spirit diey areof/'^ ; , - ■ . 
' Thfe Gaofyof Cfarift's «ingdorti ibnds 
not only ii^' Rcghtooafnds bhc ih Beaoe, and 
sftxordingly we are told, that' in likdk happy 
Days of ;^ Chasdi^ when true Religion 
fhall beeifail)UQBod and esmhed iii the £ar&^ 
there ihaH beiio deftroying to all God's hoiy 
Mountain v And whote -aha KtngdiMn ^ 
Chriftasbegunin the^Heafta«ifh]s Children, 
this Truth is already ic«mihplified ; for there 
iSlac deflroying Spirit isi aft' ^cfut, and atl is 
Love, |c7,.ji^eace> for a^tht King's I>^ 
ter, Uke theKiBg:'sSaiy5 is^Mk andgemfo 
td'Otihers, io dQesilii(.«lii$iy aSm^ 

placency 



fAicwcy^ ah* Serwiity within ; and i»i«tf Jj^^j;^ 
If «rlitvotti)ttbl9Peacc of Godi»c«irHeaftH 
we can vimrdly be at peace with otfaers^ 
l^hii inwarii Ffeedom firom imruly Paffiofi^ 
md ail iftidt IVatitriwda o niS of Mind as hsii4- 
des our Idtercmirfi: ^itithOodin Prayer, and 
odusr divcml Bicirdiesx^l^Mbart, isifigi- 
nidcd<Co •« ui iKdut is i^tedvcooceroing'^t^ 
bn^iilgof the TeaBpfey: whkh was a Tjft 
dF tbeSpmtQal CSharcbi ii;/2ri that tbcmfoM 
neit&ec Hamixiipr Imc Axie, ;]ior any T<oot df 
ficxi Heaffd in^ thc^Hbde whilft it was build- 
iiigy rfigOfiagJtfasMby)! that there maftliii 
no reflldfe Agitstions of SjfHtit^ noTumidt of 
difordevlf Ajp|ietit)S8 fattke^doolf&at'drawedl 
nigh. 4mt6 ^God^ btrt aUimfd be Ml and 
qmet VBithini that it miy ken the better Sl£^ 
pofedtbliAen to l!he gentle Wbi^ers of^hil 
|ridiy Spkat : Do tbe onconvermd and unai- 
^ahoni^ Sinner, to his difobedient^isd: rebel* 
liousfic^ss^aitd Daughters, God does indeed^, 
fiir the moft Pert;; nake Ffimfeif knoipm ik 
arnoore alanmingWay^ even as ckftbed wiift 
tiseTFerrorsrofihisMs^e^vfoitt mhisfidorod^, 
adtliflf KJngf&DasgfateT) his M^feftatioa is 
asttht tkieMmj^nor m thetgmirilBong Wind^ 
«df in lihe^JButhquafcerbutan the fiMtt iKl 
' i - Voice; 
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f»*J;^ Voice. Nor, on the otiiir iiaad^ are we to 
^■^^ think, that we fhall be Ae better heard 
eidier for oor much or' loud Ipeaking, for 
unkfi the '£une Sfnrit that comlbrts and 
bleffes U8^ help ourlnfirmklM, and be in oar 
Ptayers and Praifes, the Spirk«of Suf^a^ 
tion and HumkfgiTing, the utmoft Efforts 
of Nature joined to the moft ingenious De^ 
vices of Art, and tho' we -cry aloud from 
Morning till Evening, Will prove but as 
«< IbundingBrafsora tinUiflgC^ 

The Third QoalifU:ttkm ^ of the King's 
Dau^iter that Ifhall take notice of, is Puri^ 
ty of Heart i " Bleflcd are the pure in Heart j 
^ for they fliall fee God. ** By Purity w« 
are not here to underfhund any Perfedlion 
in Man by Nature that caty commend him 
to God, for in this refpeft we are all as an 
unclean thing, and the Heart declared to fcn 
^^ deceitfol above all things and defperatelf 
*' wicked, and all the Thoughts and Imagi* 
'* nadons of it to be evil condnually : " But 
'' Chrift fo loved his Church that He gave 
'' Himfelf for it, that He might fandtify and 
** deanfe it : " Now it is required <k^the ' 
Soul, thus deanfod aiid waflied from the 
Pollutions of Sin, that flie pieierve her Pu^ 

rity 




tityycftAd fo poatiAHe- fit for an Babitation^^^l^^ 
^Qoi tbrtt^ the Spirit ; for £he, is the T^empl^: 
oftkiUwnS'G^. -^ow^- if any Man defile the 
Temple pfGo4, himJbaU Go4 dejiroy. Apd 
iicre it is not Ai£licient that ihe keep her- 
fclf anfpottcd from tl»€ Worlds an^ free frpai 
the out^yjard Infedion of Sin». .but alfo fronx 
theiin^w^rd Contagion of it, cvjen/rop tbo^. 
Lqib and evil Thoughts (as mu^ as poiljc:. 
l)le). which waTiagainft t|ie Spul^ ... r^.r 
That: vain» impure pr other badThoughts. 
dQ:in;tfoluntarily. aj:^ in the Miuds eyen of 
g»od Men, is :a /requqnt Si^bje^ ,of thpii? 
C^iffiP^laint^ ^d that the beft findj^s to be^ 
the (^fe with them, ;>t fiipcs ?wfll tardly be^ 
dentist : . Whcre;^ 4»?f^ proqieecj ,.frpn^ bad 
]Qi^fitioQS:and Habits voluntarily contcad^- 
iDd, as they are the natural Conf(;^uence qJ^ 
ASir Sin continued, .we qannot bei fuppofc4 
^ee from Guilt in, r^is matter, and even 
Otherwiici,, where we delight ifi or conient 
to them, :V?e mabjCi. them our own, and they 
take upon them the formal Nature and £f- 
ieoce pf Sin^ ; There is the more need to. 
obferve upon this Head, inafmpch as the 
^in ofthe Thoughts is notfufiicicntly atten- 
ded to by .many, who think that they are 
fiep from the Guih of this or that particu- 

E la? 
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s»RM.ll.lar Sin if they arc not chargeable widi the 
outward Commiflion 6f it, whereas froth 
the Heart proceeds every thing that defil- 
eth the Man, that is thfe'Womb in which 
Sin is coticeivcd ; ImatgiHkfion and Defire 
form the Child, ahd the aftual JPerpitration 
is only the Out^birth, tho* it confeffedly adds 
aggravated Malignity to thcTranfgrcfliDn, as 
bar firft Parents in eating the forbidden Fruit 
fet the Seal of Rcbcllioii tothe Purpofe of 
I!)ifobediencc : And to flifeW that Sin begins 
before iris brought fortfhi nay tho' it pro- 
ceed not to overt Aft, we are told in Scri- 
pture, that 4 luftful Look is a Species of 
Adultery, and the Hatred of our Brother a 
kind of Murther. ** Cleanfe us, OLord, 
" from our fecret Sins, and enter not into 
** Judgment with us on their Account, for 
" how great is the Sum of them! ButThou 
^* art not extreme to mark what is done 
*^ amifs ; there is Mercy with Thee, thef&- 
*•* fore (halt Thou be feared. Iworjhiped.] 

Now the King's Daughter having her 
Houfe not only fwept itid garniihed, but alfo 
wafticd and clcahfcd frofh every thing that 
"materially defileth,' 'flie e^eavours to keep 
it fo for the Reception of her heavenly Bride- 
groom, when he vouchfafci-herthe Honour 
- - of 
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0f:hisiiVifit8» the gracioua Manifeftations off*^tJ^Jr 
hisPrcfenfe. Bold Intruders may break 
ia ^pojAiber, and the \mclean Spirit may at 
times enter the Houie ag^iqil her Will, but 
j(he gives no Entertainipent to fuch unwel- 
come Gue(ls> qay, (he cafts them^out with all 
poffible Speed,, bx having fether AfFedions 
on things A bovey and her Face towards the 
heavenly City, her Thoughts naturally 
tend the fame way : And after all we muft 
allow, that, amidft the various Rules laid 
down for the Government of our Thoughts, 
the beft Courfe we can take to order them 
aright is to begin with the Aflfedions, inaf- 
much as thefe are the Source from whence 
they, flow f for VK^Jb^ a Man lovei beft he is 
iUre to think moft upon. 

Another Evi(ience of Purity of Heart Is 
SimplicHty^ whieh takes in what is meant in 
Scriptui:erby the fingle Eye and Singlenefa 
of Heart^both with refped to God and Man ; 
the contrary to which is rebuked in thc^e 
Words of St. Jam^y *' Purify your Hearts, 
"ye double-minded.' *, , 

The Hypocrite wears two Faces, and the 
Men of the World bewilder themfelvcs in 
the crooked Paths of^a ferpentine Cunning, 
and are therefore continually laying Snares 
. . E 2 for 
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SERM.ii.fQf their Ctonfciences> whereas the fimple 
hearted Chriftianhath but one Meaning and 
one Way, and therefore he walketh upright-- 
tyj with him is not Yea and Nay: He 
necdeth no Cafuiftry to his Divinity, to teach 
him how far he may follow his own Incli- 
nations without finning, for his only Incli- 
nation is to do the Will of God in all things^ 
and therefore the Purity of his Intention 
gives Acceptance (thro* the Beloved) to his 
moft indifferent Things 5 and the Spirit of 
Love, which in him is the Law of the Spi- 
rit of Life, fldws into a fpontaneous Obedi- 
ence to all that God requires of Him. Does 
any one abound in goodWcw'ks ? it may truly 
be faid of the King's Daughter, that herein 
(he is more abundant, for fhe adorns the 
Dodlrine of God her Saviour in all things ; 
And therefore as (he is all glorious within^ fo 
her Cloathing is of wrought Gold-^ her Soul 
is cloathed^with the Righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
as the Garment of her Salvation ; and in 
her outward Life fhe ** lets her Light fo 
" fhine before Men, that they may fee her 
** good Works, and glorify her Father which 
•^ is in Heaven." 

It might here be expedted that Mention 
{hould be (nade of thofe other eminent Chrif- 
- I . tiai% 
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tWQ. Graces Faith, Hope, Charity, as thefeSBi^M.lI, 
are the moft diftinguiftied Parts of the Di-^^^ 
vineLife, the mod comely and amiable Fea-* 
tores in the Beauty of Holinefs : But thefe 
areTopics of more general Note, and fuch as 
have been much injQfted on at other times : 
Let it fuffice then to add here, that the 
King*s Daughter is complete in the King's 
Sony for Chrift in her is both the Hope and 
Earncft of her Glory here, as He will be the 
FuUnefs of its Accomplifhment hereafter^ 

Thus doth the Lord, when He is come 
into his Temple,^ beautify the Place of bis 
San£iuary^ and make the Place ofJ>is Feet glo^ 
riousy for He adorns the faithful Soul with 
the Graces of his Spirit, evea as a Bride is 
adorned with Jewels : And tho' at times He 
may prove her with Trials and Crofles, yet 
it is that {he may be approved of by Him ; 
thus all thefe things work together for her 
good, and He will affuredly at laft compafi 
her about with Songs of Deliveranccy give her 
the Oyl of Joy for Mournings and the Gar- 
mnt of Praifefor the Spirit of Heavinefs. 

Hail, Thou beloved Daughter of the 

King, all glorious within ! Welcome, thrice 

•welcome, to the City of the Lord, the Zion 

of the Holy gne of Ifrael^ " whofe Wal\s are 

E. 3 I' called 
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Serm. ii.« called Sal lotion, apd wbofe pates Praife 1 
^'^^^^^^ « The Sun (h^U be no more % Light by 
*' Day, neither for Brightnefs (hall the Moon 
*^ give Light unto thee, but the Lord fhali 
*^ be unto thee an evcflafting Light, and 
^' tby Qod thy Qlory." 
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SERMON 
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We Faith M^Patience of the Saints 
*^'6uf Pattern. 



HeB. vi, 12. 

Be not Jlothfuly but KoUowers of them who 
through Faith and Patience inherit the 
Promifes. .,. '^ 

THE ye'ltif!^ in Siemon 

the B<^in»g oi^jiisiChapter, to a J!^ 
&rther Pipfideni^y in the Know- 
ledge of Chrift and Jbi|;Religion : ** Leay- 
*^ ing, (fays the ApoAle) the Principles of 
*' the Dodtrine of Chrift, let us go op 
** unto Perfedlion. " He had before lai4 
. the Foundation like a wife Mafter-builder> 
and had grounded thengi in the Rudiments 
or initiatory things of Religion^ fuch as 
Baptifm, Confirmation, outward Ordinan- 
ces, and the Belief of a Refurredion and^ 
JudgOKjit to come ; and now propofes to 
inftrudl them in its more recondite Truths, 
E 4 or 
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SmrMON or the Myftcties of-Gofpd Redemption, to 
yy^s/s^ open to them the Spirituality of the Law^, 
and to expound its typical, and allegorical 
Meaning in Reference to Chrift, who wai 
the Body and Subftance of all it's Shadows : 
** And this (fays he) will we do, if God 
*^, permit" 

The Religion of Chrift has an Infidc as 
well as an Outfide, and is a Difpenfation 
both of Light and Grace, his Spirit ma^ 
king manifcft, as we ate able to receive its. 
Light, not only the Figures and Prophecies 
under the Law, but alfo the deep things of 
God, even the Wifdom of God in a Myftc-* 
, i^y 5 and therefore we arc exhorted to grow^ 
not only in Grace, hut alfo in the Know-^ 
ledge ^f our -Lord and Saviour J^fus Chriji.\ 
In both thefe refpeds the Gofpel ftaiids dif^ 
fcrenced from the Laws ^nd of this the Ta- 
bernacle of Old was a Figure, being divin* 
ded into two Parts by a Veil, into the in-^ 
nermoft of which the High Prieft only en-p 
tered : But this Veil was taken away by 
Chrift, and every Chriftian has free Accefs, 
thro' Himi into the Holy of Holies. Wc 
muft pafs thro* the outward Tabernacle, 
where is the Candleftick and the Table and 
the Shew-Bread, into the inward, where 

is 
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is* thcr Golden Genfcr, the Ark of the Co- Si^-o* 
venaht^ and the Cherubims of Glory (ha- urVNi 
dewing the Mercy Scat, 1. e. we muft take 
Sacraments and Inftitutione only in our Way 
to Chrift, without refting in them ; diredt 
our View thro' the Glafs of Ordiiiahces to 
his Merits, Interceffion, and Propitiation, 
and by Faith prcfs thro' the outward vifible 
Sign to the inward and fpiritual Grace, that, 
our Souls may be nouri(hed thereby, till we 
grow up unto perfed Men, unto the Meafurc 
of the Stature of the Fulliiefs of Chrift. 

But > alas 1 How many amongft us con- 
tent tHemfelves with being Children both 
in^ Knowledge and Grace all their Life 
longi -fcek to know little more of their 
Religion than what they formerly learn- 
ed^ in their Catechifm, and if to the re- 
peating of their Creed and Confefflon, and 
to their joining in the outward Ordinance, ' 
they add a decent Performance of the 
other Parts of external Woflbip, think 
that they have done God good Service ; but 
tWs is fticking in the firft Principles or Ru-' 
diments of the Doftrine of Chrift/ and 
not going on unto Perfedlion : Nay fome 
go farther, and yet come far fhortof the 
Mark^ even fuch as have attained to much 

Know* 
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6b«mov Knowledge in the written Word, can talk 
^ypy^ wifely about Dodbrines^ argue learnedly 
from the Law and the Teftimony, can 4i- 
ftiaguiih betwixt Covenant and Covena^^ 
and comment critically upon the great 
Points of Faith, Grace, and Juftification; 
l>ut their Knowledge is all fcientifical, it i^ 
received froo) the Letter only, and therefiwe 
paffes no farther than the Head, their, L^)y 
is otttw^dj.apd not the Law of the SpifitfOf 
Life, and their Teftimqay is outward, ^ 
the. living Witnefs in tbisrofelves, and..thprp*- 
fore they are only wife about but .not unip 
Salvation ; vfor tho' thc^ natural M^n^ i»ay 
form much ideal Knowledge, in his ; \J^^ 
froiQ the Words of Scripture, yet .".tl^ 
f * things of the Spirit of God he receiveth 
*^ not, neither can he know them, becaufc 
•* they are fpiritually difcerned. " BefidePi 
the Wifdom which is from Above, being 
always tempered with Humility and Divine 
Love, is pure and peaceable j jvhereas 
that which is from Beneath, (from the 
.earthly Part in Man, and therefore called 
Flefhly Wifdom) however it be cij^rcifcd 
on Divine Subjects, leaves the Heart in: f^ 
:bad a State; as it found it % nay, rather feed- 
cth its Corruptions, by puffing up wiith 

Pride 



of the SumUmrPattim. 5^ 

Prffle and t)cgetting i Contempt i^ others j ^']^^ 
it is the very ground of Strife and Debate, ,yy^ 
the Parent of ' 'bigoted and flirious Zeal, 
^tet'has been the Caufe of mueh Perfecu- 
i&nr^in all Ages of the Church. 
^ True Religion, then, in* the Pbwcr and 
right Knowledge df it, lies deeper dian Or- 
dinances or Dodrincs, it reaches to the in- 
ner Parts; or rather iprings tip there> even 
in the hidden Man of the Heart, where 
Chrift bruifes the Serpent, ett€ts his 
Throne, and e*6nfccra*e8 us Temples of 
tiic living God : Here the true Worfliip- 
lers worfliip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth; The Apoftle, therefore, who well 
ftnew Man's natural Propenfity fo Know- 
ledge, and both the Unprofitablenefs and 
Danger of it where the Heart is not fandti- 
fied by Grace, ftirs up his Converts t6 Dili- 
gence in their high Calling, that they might 
be pradicat as well as knowing Chriftians^ 
and exhorts them to Faith jmd Patience, 
Hlofe eminent Graces 6f the Divine Life, 
vHiich fit us both for doing and fufferidg 
the Will of God, adorn the Do<ftrine of 
God our Saviour in all things, and enable 
tis to prove vi£h>ridu6 in our Spiritual 
^arfere : Be nta Jktbful, but Followers of 

tbem 
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BrWiioii ^cm H»ha\tbr(mgb Faiti) md Patience inberif 
.^/y\itbe Pfomfesi 

The Text is full of iifeful Matter^ ^s 
well as of linivcrfal'Bxtent^for it is applica- 
ble to every Perfon and every State of.thc 
Chriftian life : The Slothful may here be 
fhamed into Adiou, and the Diligent fpiir^ 
red on to quicken their :Speed: ; the Faint- 
hearted are encouraged by the Example 
of thofe who have fought the good Fight, 
and now inherit the Fsomiies, and we. are 
all here inflm^ed how wetnay follow them 
to that Bleflfednefs which' they enjoy, vizn 
by Faith and Patienceii ;-;i * -/ 

I (hall fpMk to each- of /thcfe Partieolart 
in my way, and then conclude with ia Wond 
©f Application. . ;- : 

And firft for a Word to ;fuch as are floth-* 
ful in the full Extent and Meaning of the 
Word;, who have flood all the Day idle, 
and have not yet io much as fet abput the 
Work they came mto the World for, axui 
which they ought by this Time to havse 
well nigh iinifhed. Now to fuch of you, iny 
Brethren,, if any fuch be here, I am. almbft 
at a lo& how to addrefs myfelf, or by vAsxt 
Name to call you ;: Shall I call youChrifti^ 
tn$ip that Cannot be} for 4 ilothfulGhri 

is 
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is sreontradiaion in Terms : Or fliall I call s«/^«« 
3^u rational Creatures ? neither will that t^^vVI 
Nagie;fit you with more Propriety, linlefs 
itmiiy be deemed rational to live in a total 
Ncgka of your only true Intereft, without 
making any Proviiion for the well-being of 
your inomortal Souk, which, for what you 
know, may this Night be required of you. .. 
' Every Part even of inanimate Nature 
may ierve to reproach the Inadivity of the- 
jQothful Perfon ^ the Planets and heavenly 
Bodies are in Motion to finifh their deftined 
Courfc ; the Elements are at wcM-k carry- 
ing on the Defigns of the Almighty in the 
Wonders bf his Providence y and the V^e- 
table World no leA difplays his Wifdom, 
Power, and Goodnefs j nay the whole Crea- 
tion travelleth in Pain till it be delivered from 
that Bondage of Vanity, Diforder, and Cor- 
ruption into which the Curfe of Sin hath 
caft it ;.for there fhall be a Redemption in 
Nature as well as in the Souls of all juft 
Men, even at that time when there fhall be 
new Heavens and a new Earth. 

Say, now, ye Sons and Daughters of SlothI 
how will ye appear when you are judged ? 
and what Anfwer will you make to yout 
Lord, when He calleth upon you to give 

an 
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^"!®» an Account of yQurStcwardflbip? The Hea* 
(yryAy vens and the Earth declare the Glory of. God 
and ihewforth his Praife ;. every Meteor ^d 
every Creature^ Snow and Vapour, Wind 
and Storm fulfil his Word and Will, whiiii: 
you, whom He hath endowed with fuch 
exalted Facultiea and Poiwcrs^ do UinGi no 
Service^, and bring Him no Praiie. 
." The Peifons >here fpoken to are not fo 
charged with Slothfulnefs as if they fat ftill 
and did nothing ; this is not the Meaning 
of the Charge, for you noay be as aftive and 
induftrioua in your temporal Affairs, as 
bufy in your Shops or Farms, or as intent 
upon the Management and Improvement of 
your Eftates^ and more fo, than the befl: of 
your Neighbours, xifing up early,. late taking 
Reft, and eating the Bread of Carefulnefs ; 
you may thrive and proiper in the World, 
provide Things honeft in the. Sight of Men 
both for yourfelveis and Families, enjoy the 
good Things of this Life with Decency and 
Reputation^ and leave the reflt of your Sub^ 
fiance for your Babes;, ttndin all thefe things 
your Maxims and worldly Prudence will 
meet with Applaufe, and Fofterity will praife 
both your Sayings asid yoor Doings, and 
will go and do iikedvife;. But &u: all ^is you 

may 



wkf be as flothful> in the Sepfc of d^Text^ ^v^ 
as Sohfnon'sS\\jL%%^i who wiUnot plow by^,y^v>i# 
Rtafon of the Cold : for it is Spiritual Sloth 
that is here fj5okan of, which is by far the 
ilK>(l fatal kind of it, even tiiiat by which the 
Soul is left deftitute of ^1 Spi^tiial Cultiva-v 
tion itnd Nourithmenty unjM-ovided witk 
every faving Grace, and confequently void of 
its trae Intereft in Chrift :. If Difigence bo 
wanting here, it id but loft Labour in tvwf 
jother Inftancey " For what will it profits 
^^ Man' if he gain the whole World and lofe 
^* his own Soul?" That which is of the 
' Earth is earthy \ if we fow to the FkjQi we 
fliall of the Flefh reap only Corruption 5 if 
our Motives and Labours are of a temporal 
J^atQ^e, the Reward and Fruit of them muft 
be ib tooj and perifh withTimre, for what a 
Man foweth that only (hall he reap ^ but if 
we fow to the Spirit, we (hall of the Spirit 
reap Life everlafting : If we are led by the 
Love of God to chuie and ieek the things of 
G<A^ to be renewed in the Spirit of oxxc 
Mind, to be conformed to the Image of bis 
Son, and to glorify Him on Earth $ then, as 
our Work is fpiritual, fo will our Wages be 
alfo ; and when Uie Shadows of earthly 
things are pafled away «r a Dream,^ aqd the 
4 Sub- 
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SiRMON haft left out all the inward Graces of it, 
^ .Behold ! here is not aWord of Faith, Hope, 
and that Charity which is the Love of God 
and Man 3 not a Word of thy being a Sin- 
ner, nor of the Way of thy Recovery. Thou 
iaycft thou doft fo and fo ; but doft thou 
hope to be juftified by thy Doings ? Know 
of aTruth, that if thou fetteft up thy felf for 
thy Saviour, Chrlft will profit thee nothing. 
Haft thou not feen that thou art by Nature 

..a Child of Wrath, born into the World un- 
der the Curfe of Sin, and that unlefs thou 
be born again thou canft not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven ? Haft thou not feen 
the Pride and Naughtinefs of thy Heart, and 
its Enmity to God in thy unrenewed State, 
teaching thee that Evil is in thy beft Ac- 

. tions, and that thy very Duties ftand in 
. need of being repented of, and confequently 
that, being by Nature a wild Olive, thou muft 
be graffed into Chrift the trueOlive by Faith 
before thou canft bring forth good Fruit f 
And haft thou not feen, and doft thou not 
know that thou art become a fallen Spirit, 
and muft therefore be quickened again to 
Ncwjiefs oifLife by the Holy Ghoft ? That 
all that Sin hath done in thee muft be un- 
done, . thy falfe Confidence and Sufficiency 
. . ' in 
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In thy felf flaiH, thy Lufts mortified, and ^^**°* 
the World crucified to thee and thoti unto (/^^i 
the \^orld, that fo ChrifV, who is the Power 
6f God, may be fexalted above every Crea* 
ture, and live, arid dwell and reign in thee; 
if thou haft not feen all this ; and if the 
Sight theheof has not led thee in Repentance 
and Self-abafement to the Lord Jefus ad 
thy only SavioUr, however thou mayft fay, I 
am rich> and increafed with Goods, and have 
heed of nothing, yet thou art in very deed 
poor, and miferable, and blind, and naked. 

Agdin — T*hou calleft thy felf a Chrifti*. 
an ; if fo, thoU art aWarrior, for thou haft 
engaged td ifight under Chrlft's Banner a- 
gainft the World, the Flefh and the Devil : 
iB^t doft thou fight fuCcbfsfully, or only as 
one that beateth the Air ? Is thine Armour 
of a heavenly Temper, fuch as the Shield of 
of Faith, thd Breaft-plate of Righteoufnefs, 
dnd the Sword of the Spirit; of, are the 
Weapons of thy Warfare only carnal, fuch 
as humail Prudence, conftitutidnal Courage, 
dnd thy natural Reafon? Look well to it I 
for the Pbitijiines are upon thee, and will 
foon prove what Metal both Thou and thy 
Weapons are made of. 

Once more' : Doft thou ftrive lawfully, 
V Y 2 that 
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V*S^!'that is, according to thcXaw of Arms and 
j/YNJ^^ RulesofDifciplinelobcobferved in the 
Chriftian Warfare ? Doft thou keep under 
thy Body and bring it into Subjedlion, and 
by the Grace given thee fight manfully 
againft thofe worft of Enemies the Corrup- 
tions of thy Nature and the Sins that moft 
cafily befet thee, that having fubdued the 
Foes that are of thine own Houfe, thou 
mayft the more fafely engage thofe that 
are without ? Doft thou, upon gaining any 
Advantage over thine Eiifemy, fit » ftill in 
Rcpofe and fancied Security, or keep a 
watchful Eye both on the Right Hand 
and on the Left to guard againfi: a Surprize ? 
For know, O Chriftiati, that there is no 
Time of laying down of Arms for thee 
here, and that if thine Enemy Ilacken his 
Efforts or withdravv his Forces, 'tis only a 
Feint, that he may attack thee to more ad- 
vantage at fome unguarded Hour : Fob we 
are not ignorant of his Devices. 

Laflly, Dofl: thou refolve, the Lord 
being thy Helper, to pcrfevere unto the 
End, under whatever Difficulties or Difaci- 
vantages may happen, and tho' thou fome- 
times lofefl Ground, and the Adverfary 
chance to get the upper Handy canft thou 
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% with a full Corlfidcnc€ in th« Lord thy ^*jjj[-* 
Stitength ''^Rejoyce fwA againft roe, O mine (•VNl 
Enemy; ^^ when I. fall I fhall rife again,' 
^ when I fit in Darknefs the Lord will be 4 
i^ Light unto Die?" If thou canft anfwer to* 
^efe QueiHon^ aright, happy art thou, 
for thou art a lakliful Soldiet afid beloved 
Servant of thy Lord, and (halt go on con- 
quering and to conquer till thou haft trod- 
den down all thine Enemies under thy 
Feet. But how few of us^ my dear Brcn' 
thren, can fay thus mucht ! How do we en- 
tangle ourfelves with the Affairs of this Lifoi 
anc^ inftcad of laying afide every Weight 
that may hinder us in theChriYlian Race,, 
go on ta load ouriclves with the Cares and 
Incumbrances of the World f6 that v^e 
j»ove frt beft but heavily and flowly. 
How many Martbds are there in this Con^ 
gregation, who mind the Bufinefs of tho 
Kitchen more than the ope thing needful I 
How many Demat*s who thro* Love of 
tfaisAprqIent World have left their firft 
XiOve i^ Chrifti his Ways, and his Peopled 
How Httny, likd Z)/wi, al-e intent on^ 
upoii ending their Temporal good things I 
^d h^w many prodigal Sons and Dau^>- 
iKa who^ fpend all theirTime and Subftanee 
'i^^ ' ■ . F 3 .in 



^^iJf?* inPleafure and riotous JLrjvirig ! fo do t^o^ 
j^^-Y%^ Profits or Diverfions, rf^V^tiesand FolUeff 
of the World run away with ;us, and kavKp 
q3 neithjer;Leifure nor IncUnaiioo for Scri- 
oufnefs. Nayi anaongthe beftof us, .how 
ipuch Reafpn ia th^rip. ,fpr CompUinfrd 
What 3^ckwardnefs in Religious Duties J; 
What DuUne/s and Dryaefs ip the Perforift-^ 
' anceofthern! How little; Pevotion in owe 
Clofets ! How little pfGodljnefs in oWiCont 
verfation ! ^Hpw iinmorjified in our Live^J 
How unfpi?itualized \vi fi\\Xi Affedipns ! Jnp 
ifpmuch thatjl feaF,,th^:thA Precept ia.tb^ 
Text, comes home rather as a. Word of R^ 
prehenfion than Caution to every pne of us.i 
But if the former Part of the Te^t 
carries . in it a Rebuke to the Lazy and 
the Loit^rer^ the latter. Part of it holds 
forth Encouragement to the Faint-hear^ 
Vtdi — Be Follower s^ of them who thro' V^it^ 
and Fattened inherit the Promifes. We ar^? 
here not oijly told our Duty, but, to anifl[i?te 
us in the Difcharge of it, have prppofcd .tp 
our Imitation the Examples of. thpfe .whq 
have gone before us in the Way, hay§ 
fought the good Fight, and finiihed t^eif 
Cpurfe, and are now in PoiTeflioc^ of th^t 
Qif^ym of Ljf§ whicji is laid, up for ^1 t|ia$ 
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ewAure unto the End. And of thefe we ^''*^*^'^ 
have an illuftribus Lift upon Record of un-o'^ri^ 
doubted Authority, as the venerable Line 
of • the Patriarchs, the goodly Fellowfliip 
6f the Prophets, the glorious Company of 
the Apoftles, arid the noble Army of Mar^ 
tyrs and Confeflbrs, befides numberlcfil 
other now glorified Saints in all Ages of 
the Church, who are fa m^ny burning 
and ftiining Lights to kindle tfi into 2;eal^' 
irid Guide our Feet in the Way to Heaven; 
Take then for your Patterns thefe Hearts of 
Gold purified Search Tim6s,' thefe Sons of 
th^^ Morning, thefe glittering Stars oF 
Light, and, fired by their EyahifJes^ prcft 
6n ft) Viftory and Glory. Say not within 
yourfelves, their Virtues are inimitable by 
us, fuch Perfeftion is too high for us, 
we cannot attain unto it ; for they wcri 
Flefll and Blood as we are. Men of likli 
Paffions with ourfelves ; and both* theit 
Fallings and Falls are recorded, not Only 
for bur Caution, but alfo for our Encouragft-i 
thbHt not to defpair, and fliew us hoV> 
weak they were by Nature, tho' fo ftrori^ 
by Grace, that the Excellency of the Power 
may appear to be, not of Man, but of 
God. ' We . praife God in our Prayer f<^ 
■^ F 4 the ^ 
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s«RMo» the Church militant, for all his Saints and 
U^^SI^ Servants departed this Life p his Faith an4 
gear j but let us not mock God by praifing 
Him for that which we ciefign to be nq 
better for, feeing their Lives and their 
Peaths were writteji for our Imitation^ 
that we together with them might be made 
Partaker* of. the Promifes. Having thcq 
fo great an4 bright a Cloqd of Witneffes^ 
let us enter ppon our Warfare with Alacri- 
ty and Emulation, and tl^at the rather,, 
forafmuch as po one Ejippuragement th^ 
our Hearts c^n wifb for is wanting to. ani^ 
niate us in it; we have. Men and AngeU 
for our Spefl;ators,. Saints^^or our Exarinples^' 
' Chrifl for our Captain, and, in cafe of Vic-> 
tory, Heayen for our Inhecitance. 
1 But as we are direded to follow thofe 
who now inherit the Promifes, fo muft we 
follow them in the fame way they went^ 
foiz. thro' Faith and Patience. 

What great and glorious Things do we 
read of Faith in the Scriptures as exempli- 
fied in the Liy:es of the anciexit Worthies, 
for which in particular I refer ypu to th^ 
2id^ Chapter of this Epiftle; whence w« 
may learn^ that Faith in Chrift is not 4 
prace peculUi: to the ^^(Pf 1 DifjpNenfat^n^ 
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fer He alwavs was, is, and will be thie*«M^* 
L%ht of the World manifefting ftfclf to ali4^ •■ ^^ 
jthat are receptive of Him, tbo* in difFereni 
Degrees, and according to different MiniC- 
Orations. Enoch and Noab before the 
Flood knew Chriff, and preadbed from his 
Spirit; Ahrahamiv^ his Day and was glad^i 
the whole Law was" a figurative Eidubitioq 
of Hin]t; the Projlhets repreftitcci Hinci^ 
mbre diftinSly ; but we have iefc^ Hiin iij 
a ftEl dearer Difplay of our Sialvatioiifas 
tke only Begotten of the Father full of 
Grace and Truth- It is Faith iri this Sa-; 
fiour that diftinguiihes us from thofe th^ 
fit in. Parknef$ and the SfaadoW cA Deaths 
^tis thro' Faith )xi his Redeeming Kood' 
that our Juftification is evidentred to us ; 
by the Power of this Faith all the Chriftian 
Heroes of old Time were enabled to coo-ii;. 
jend for the Truth ^ valiantly ; and by 
^e fame we an4 all that follow us itiay gij 
and do like wife. Courage then,.*OChriftian ) 
and let not thy Heart faint withia thee i 
Art thou tolSed in a troubled and tempef-^. 
tuotts Ocean where the Billows of Adver- 
$ty aii4 Affli£^ion d^ib againft thee, and 
theFloods^of Ungodlinefeniake thee afraid ^.^ 
^jhy^ Fftitb^ ^(l^y^ ^oaU^^ thou 

ftalt 
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S*J^*fhalt ride fccurcly on the Top of the Wa^* 
it^-yXittrs. Do Difficulties ahd DifcouragenicTjtsi^* 
like Lions in the Way, dpfporc thy Pafl^g^ 
to the City of God, or dbds tlic Flame of 
Perfecution threaten thee ? Take Heatt;- 
and follow thofe who by Faith flopped the 
Mouths of Lions, and quenched the'Vib^- 
lence of the Fire. Nothing is too hard for 
Chriftkn Faith ; " all things, fays our Lord,' 
** are poflible to him that believeth : '* Nayi 
if thou haft a right Faith Chrift is thihei 
wd in Him all Things, ' Life and Death? 
Things prefcht andThings to Come • behold; 
they will all work togctlter for thy good, art<f 
thou (halt at laft afluredly receive thie End 6f 
thy Faith, even the Salvation of thy Soul. 

But then, in the next Place, remember 
that to Faith thou add Patience, for tho" 
Faith, in a vigorous Exertion of its full 
Power, be a kind of Chriftian Omnipotence/ 
yet, that thou mayeft know it to be a 
Gift and not a Child of thine own, the 
Lord is pleafed at times to with -hold the 
precious Fruits and Qjmforts of it, tho' 
the Root remaineth in thee: at fuch Sea- 
fons thou mayft go forth like SampfinXo 
fhake thyfelf and roufe up thy Powers, but 
thou wilt find thy Strength departed/ and 
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that thou art to all Appearance weak a$ ^^jrj^- 
anoithpr Man j but be not difqiayipd, for the v/'VV 
Lprd^has not Jefttbeej fje has only with- 
(Jrawa the fividence of one Qrace to afford 
oceafion fpr the E^ercife of another ; H9 
foyers thy Faith to difappear^ that Patir 
fcncje, may have her perfe<5t Work in thee. 
, The Chriftian lyife is not a State of un-* 
interrupted Comfort, a$ fome cjefcribe it^ 
herein fpeaking from their Syftemi and not 
fro|i>. any Experience of their own. It i$ 
npt the Way of God's Dealings with us, 
no,r-;s it meet for us, . that we (hquld always 
yralk on ovu: High Places, and feed on 
tj>e MpuntaiQS of E^ajta^ion, but defcend. ' 
at Times into the Valley beneath ^r our 
Tfyal and Humiliation : It was here that 
th^e Son of God waljced when He fweat aa 
it \yere great Props of Blood : Here it was 
th^t Jle drank off the Bitter Cup of hi^, 
paflipn.: And here yft muft follow Him 
thro' Death tg Life eternal j ** For it be-» 
" cjame Him for whom are all. Things, 
*'^ ^nd by whom ar? all Things, in bring- 
^^ ing many Sons unto Glory, to make the 
^' Captain of their Siilyatipn perfeiS thro* 
*? Sufferings : pprJ)oth He that fandifieth 
f/.^^nd lljey vrho grc^ jfiindified are all of 

•^ one ; 
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6m4on « one; for which Caufc He is not afliamcd 
\jr>/\i^^ to call them Brethren." Thus then if 
wc mean to be Partakers of Chrift's Holi- 
nefs, we muft alfo be Partakers of his Suffer- 
ings ; and if wc fufFer with Him patiently 
we ihall reign with Him eternally. 

Here then we fee our need of Patience, 
as before we faw our need of Faith : And 
God be praifed^ that He hath provided 
Virtues and Graces fuited to every State 
and Stage, every Time and Exigency of the 
Chriftian Life. What tho' the Day of 
Rejoicing feem to be over with foqie of us, 
or perhaps not yet begun, and Sorrow, be 
nigh at hand ; tho* no Voice of Joy be 
heard in our £>wellings, but our Abode be 
called Bocbim^ or a Place of Mourners s yet, 
O Chriftians, forrow not as Men without 
Hope, but in Patience poifefs ye your 
Souls: Yoij fit at the Foot of the Crofs 
weeping; look up to Hina who hanged 
on it with the Defirc of your Souls, and 
put your Truft in the Lord, even the 
Lord Je/us, for your Groanings are not 
hid from Him; He will put your Tears 
into his Botde, and your Sorrows 0iaU be 
noted in his Book. If He delay for a 
while bis gwciw!! yifits, yet wait for 
\ Him, 
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llimi He will not tarry long, He will SKjt*«f* 
riot leave you comfortlefs, He will come^/'yv 
toybiu. hook at the Generations of Old; 
and fee! Did ever any truft in the Lord 
^d was confounded 1 Or did any abide in 
his Fear and was forfaken ! Or whom did 
He ever def|»fe that called upon Him 1 
Cbnfider well, therefore, the Patience of the 
$aints> and be not flack ** to follow them 
•* who thro' Faith and Patience inherit the 
'' Promifes/' 

And now having laid before you a fliortf 
Sketch of the Chriftian Warfare, with fome 
foitable Motives for your Encouragement 
Ivi it, fuffer me to conclude 'wit& a Wonl 
d Exhortation to you all, to ufeyourut*^ 
moA Diligence to make your Calling and 
Eiedtion fure. 

Confider, my dear Brethren, that yotftf 
Work is great, and the Time for doings 
it both fhort and uncertain. What Profit 
ciency you have already made in it, God 
and yourConfciences kn6w bcft; this how-*; 
ever I am fure of, that none have any^ 
Time to lofe, but ought to redeem cvtrf^ 
Day and Hour of it. If the ^cat Bufine& 
is yet to begin in any of you, and the VQty 
Foundation of R^epestancc vfroni D^ 

-; ' Works, 
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SiRMON Works, and of Faith towards God yet uii-: 
l/r>p\} laid in your Souls , make no longer tarrying 
to turn unto the Lord, and put.not oif 
from Day to Day, for who knows whether 
the Mercy of another Day will be granted 
you or not ? Who knows but the Son of God 
is now preparing hisThfOne for Judgment? 
That the Afigel, to whom the Office of 
fummoning the Quick and Dead before Hini 
is affigned, has already received his Com- 
mand to blow the tremendous Blaft, and 
that other Angel fpoken of in the Revela^^ 
tionSj to take his Stand upoti the Sea, and 
upon the Earth, and to fwear by Hiin 
that liveth for ever and ever that Time 
ihall be no more. We cannot be fure that 
tliis is not the cafe, and therefore what 
Madnefs is it to rifque eternal Salvation upon 
a' Chance which we know not how foon 
inay fail us ! This, however, is certain, that 
Death cannot be far from any one, and 
will probably furprize fome of us very foon, 
and as there is no Repentance or Work irl 
the Grave whither we are going, it behoves 
us as much to prepare againft the Hour of 
Death as for the Day of Judgment. You can- 
not fay, that you want inftrudtion in Godli^ 
ncfs i for you llavc«Line upoii Line and Pre- 
cept 
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cept upon Precept: You cannot fay, that ^^A^®^ 
you want Calls to Repentance ; for God ^/yNI 
the Father calleth you by Providences, by. 
IVlercies, by Judgments 5 God the Son call- 
eth you by all th^t He Hath done and 
fuffe^-ed for you, , by his Word, by his 
Ordinances, by his .. Minifters \ and God 
the Holy Ghoft calleth you by the fecret 
Whifpers and Strivings of his Spirit, and 
by the Checks and Admonitions of your 
own Confciences. Who then is that faith- 
ful and wife Servant who knoweth his 
Lord's Will, and prepareth hiipfelf to do 
thereafter ? Bleffed is that Servant, yea 
thrice bleffed (hall he be in that Day wheii 
the Lord maketh up his Jewels, for he^ 
ihall (hine as the Sun in the Kingdom of 
his Father for ever and ever. 

Arife now, O ye flothfulones, from your 
Bed.of Slupber, befpreypur Eyes are.clofed 
in eternal Death. Be wife, O ye foolifht 
Virgins, and provide Oyl fpr yourLampgr 
before the Door of Mercy be fhut againft 
you. And tho' it be the Eleventh Hour v^rith 
many of you, and ye have flood ,thus long 
idle, the Day is not yet quite fpent — You * 
may ftill enter into the Vineyard, and re- 
ceive every ope a Peiiny: And tho' your 

Hearts 
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fiiRMoii Hearts be burthencd With Sorrow on Ac- 
l^^y^ count of your paOr N^gence and filotli'' 
fulnefsi dnd becaufe of {he «iany gracioud* 
Opportunities you have fuffered to pafs by 
unimproved^ never^elefi it is not yti Iba 
late ; only attend t<> thft Voice of yoaf 
forgivihg loving Lord, who willeth not 
tile D(Wdi^ fti^Siiu^ ^r He caU^hfn^I 
invites you, faying -^ " Gome unto me alt 
^' ye that laibour and ai^ heavy laden, and 
'* 1 Will give you Reft/* And may the 
Po>¥erof Cbrift go alc*fg with his Call, as 
it did when He called Simm and Andreit 
his Brother, and compel you by a graci- 
ous Vlotefice to forlafce yourNcts^ eveij.aU 
{rour worldly Entanglements, and tc^jfSd* 
>w Him likewife. And now, my Brd« 
thren^ quit yourff^lves like Men, and be 
ibong in the Lord ! for the Kingdom of 
Heaven fufiereth Violence, and the Violent 
take it by Force : And may the Work of 
the Lord profper in your Hands and in your 
Hearts, tb the Glory of Ood and the Salva-* 
tion of your immortal Souk* 1 Even lor 
grant Lord Jefus \ Amcm 
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Chrift our only Safety in Spiritual . 
^" - CJonflids. 
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JSut ibe Ship was now in the mdft of the 
Sea^ tojfedwitb Waves \ for the Wind was 
contrary. 

AFTER our Lord had miraeuloufly ^Yv ""^ 
fed a great Multitude of People, (/yNi 
He commanded his Difciples to get 
into a Ship and to pafs over to the other Side 
irf the Sea of T'iberiaSy whilft He fent the 
Multitude away, which having done He 
went up into a Mountain apart to pray. 

Tho' it was one Part of our Ble/Ted Lord's 
Charader, after He entered upon, his Mi- 
niftry, that He went about doing good both 
to the Bodies and Souls of Men, yet wc 
often read of his Retirements for Prayer, 
ladling us hereby, that however publick 
cur Gharad;cr may be in Life, how much 

G foever 
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"^"^^^^ iotvti it may be our Duty to labour and 
\y^>f>s^ exert crurfelves for the Benefit of others, yet 
" this will not excufe our ^IFegle(^: of private 
Devotion : We mufl' frequently fequefter 
ourfelves froni the Crowd, and from th^ 
DiftraiSions oJF all external. OccupationSp to 
to hold an holy Intercouffe with God the 
Father pf our Spirits, and to elevate our 
TtTioughts to Heavenly TThirigs. 

Outward Duties have a considerable Place 
in Religion, forafmuch \% we Itand related 
to thofe tliat are about us in various Connex- 
ions which call upon us for ftequent Expfef- 
fions of oiir Charity in miitMal good O0ice^ 
towards our Brethren ; but the Divine Life 
confifts chiefly in the Exercife of inw^d 
•Graces and devout AfFeftions, bringing us 
into Communion with God j. and fo deriving 
from Him the Supports and Confolations of 
his Spirit : And in thefe A^flings of Divine 
Faith, Refignation and Love it was, that 
•our Lord's Humanity was enabled to over- 
come in his Temptation in the Wildernels, 
ftrengthned under his Agony in the Garden, 
transfigured on the Mount, and nourifhed 
with Meat that his Difciples knew not of, 
'even the Communications of his own Divine 
Nature. Were we thus accuftomed to 

■withdraw/ 
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>pfrithdraw,' « Times, after the Example of ^^JS^^ 
bur: Lord, frpii4.cvery/bufy Scene of lAit(y\/^ 
iahcl all tomiherce with the Wprld, to feaft 
blpl^Sbtils with' Spiritual Entertainment, wc 
ftibuld affuredly 'find theWork of God to gp 
ian more fticdeisfiitly in our'Hearts, and that 
fiich religiotis' ^Bftradtibns woiilo prove no* 
iiriiy reftieihihg !^c^ fo pur 'S|^^ x^ 
our wearifomtfe' jTourriey/tiKro')^^ Vale of 
jVfifery, but 'alio g in fitting 

ti^l for the iOivt Duties of oiir Station, But 
ttf'^Wceed;' * * ' : 

""It Happerted during ' this Recefs of our 
t^drd, that the Difciples were, in great Jeo* 
^afdy in a Stoym,'the Ship being'now in the 
V/tM of the Sea lolJcd with the Waves, for 
the^ind was toritrary : and in the fourth 
Wkkh of the Nijght yefus went unto them 
^iiralkl^ng on the Sea. Whether our Lor4 
fbtcfeeing the Tempeft ordered them out 
to Sea ; or whether He, at whofe Word the 
ftormy Wind arifeth, appointed it for the 
Tryal qf their Faith and to (hew forth his 
Posyer irt their wonderfut Deliverance, is 
not material for us to know ; fure it is, 
that it happened not without wife Defign ; 
fbr if even a Sparrow falleth not to the 
Ground without his Knowledge, much more 
G 2 doth 
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^ly^ which is rwrcmght ; jb-iw^ ^ik^' Spm^d^C 

holy rriricipk whicbrilb^f A(»fti«fB?^^ta^ 
wircrc hftiiiiitfe sr^ft.tbo/J^ifftsvjMcbilvn^jff 

*SGcKi:*^3fEh^ifctfmer^feiJ^^f-^^^ 
Mcn:oftefliijaivi^ siod 3^r^>pJ^.]iv^^ft^d•2£^. 
in tha^;Siflfe.:nthe;btter^ti$^ilhaJ whkhtpBfiH 
ficth thtiiHBaBft from^Si^i awd(Vind^jtl^(|%> 
Allege tdf tvrfifch trofa^itve joilh^ i^yii\g)M 
tile fioci L' iWttthitiie teofei^ IsaM J^^ Jh9«I: 
by the Holy Gboft, riandfo^Wtfe t|ie Moijrt^ 
make GonfcfSon ' to Salvfttitjn r ^ by the Qti)pf; 
the Devils ;coulci cry oats* "j'Thou art: t^ 
Son of God/^.ii-for they kiie\f that HeJAf^ 
the .Chrift. : . Much Strefe k laid, by the :Q#^ 
nerality on th^ Evidcnciei oi Miracles^ ' ^^/^ 
that were th^ beft and fureft foundati^yii^^f 
the Ghriftian Faith, for outward Chriftiartj 
only build on outward Evidence;; ^bitt 
where the' Heclrt is. Ihut. 0gainft;the<Jrace 
jof Faith, and the inward Demon ft rAtkfi 
c£ the Spirit and Power of Trwth ; to:f»eS> 
the railing of the Dead to ,Ljfe (howr 
ev5er it might furnifh Matter for.Cui^iigijr 
^7 Of Admiration) would be intSkiXw^ 
• -^ :■ )' ' tQ 



«i»th* prddticiftg any ben^fic^al Faith in the ^^^j^^ 
Htdrt.:- This Obfcrvation is not founded u^vS^ 
6nt>pmibni bht Y^Gcy for the Jewip Ru^ 
teisr^'kiifcw trf'^otfr'L^^ raifing not only 
fe72jA^ri/i'bat alfb Hhnfclf froih the Dead, 
*ftd^ykidid alt ^thiey could tO' fapprefs the 
fefelJef 'and Eflfea! of thcfe Miracles : An4 
fer'this Caufe-j]^rbbafely it was/that our Sa- 
Vf6ur* t;lrho' ttrdught many Miracles, to the 
Erid^that bt) Grfedentiah might be-^^vranting 
t6^ hi^ ■ Mtffion • tirtd Mmiftryj 'but^ that every 
Mouth might be ftbpped and'a4i infidelity 
^ettiatin 'without Excufe, -yerteftifed to fatisf^ 
dw Expeftatitth^'of the'FjftirTr//?fi iand of 
Rii-od on that'Pdiw, 'ks 1/ketrife the De- 
friynd- of thb/e Who fcqiiifed hiscdrhing 
foWn from the' Girofs; that they might bc-^ 
Bevfe. Thus does otir Heavenly Father 
fieveal toBabeiJ, to theHunible and Simple^ 
Whit' He conceals' from the Wife and Prd-* 
ilttit of this World. ~ But to rctorn to the 
©ifciples in their Diftrefs. 

'^Itisfaid in the fecond Verfe after the 
Ttkt,' that when the Difcipies faw the 
the Lord walking on the Sea^ they were 
trOofcled, • faying, It ti a Spirit, and they erred 
eut-fdr Fear\ * How natural is it for Pco- 
*j)le under any great Calamity to tectify thenl- 

G 4 felvfs 
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Sermon fdvcs with- thc Workings of their own difr 
■\y^S/'>j ^^^^ Imaginations ? and that the Diiciples 
were at this Time in fucfa Circumilances, as 
are apt to caufe Perturbation of Mind we 
muft readily allow, according to that ju(l 
and elegant Defcription given by the Pfal- 
mift of Perfons at Sea in a. Storm : " They 
*^ are carried up to the Heaven and down 
*^ again to the Deep j thek Soul melteth 
*' away becaufe oftheTroublC:; they reel to 
" fro, and .ftaggpr like l drunken Man, 
"and are at their Wits end." But allowing 
them to be fofar Mafters of themfelves as to 
preferve their Minds, free, from Diforder and 
all Delulions of Fancy upon « this occaiiop, 
yet even fo we muft grant it to be no riit 
reafonable Conclufion, tliat the Form of % 
Man feen walking upon the Waters codd 
be no other than a Spirit ; for what Body 
pfFlefh and Blood was ever known to do 
fo before? Who but He that created the 
Elements could fuipend or alter the Proper- 
ties and Laws of their Nature, and walk 
ppon the Sea as upon dry Ground? But 
tho'.we apologize for tlieir Miftake, yet 
bow fliall we. allow for their Fear becaufe 
of an Apparition ? For what is there fo 
ferrifying in the §ight of ^ Spirit ? fmce thofe 

Beings 
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, Spkit^^iHiuchiafSpf biS' other..Grcature$ : 
JW (bfij/ are. good Spdfitti they can have no 
rJftcUnalion to hurt U6> but come on a friend- 
ly, Errand for our InftriKiion^ Diredionor 
Cprnfort ; *^ Fot arc they not all mmiftring 
^V Spirits fent toininifter unto them that 
MihaU beiHeirs of Salvation ?" But if, on 
the>Ptherhand,jibey be of an evil Nature, 
aad^Eoemks to Men, yet even fo, thqr are 
fubje^di: to the Law6 of their Kingdom, and 
tb^ Almighty hath, fet them -Bounds which 
ihcy.canpot pafs'i and therefore we hav^ 
nolhinginore to lear from Spirits than from 
Afca or any other .Creatures, which may 
jfeirve equally by Cbmmif&on and Appoint- 
ment from God as Inftruments of Good or 
EviLto. us: But the Truth of the Matter 
lies here : The Difciples were at this Time 
fml and weak like other Men who are 
more led by their Failions than ibund Judg- 
ment : Add to thie, that they were brought 
into feeming great Peril, of Death,* ieparated . 
from their dear Lord and only Friend, iii 
the.Midft of the Sea in a tempeftoous 
Night, theSbip tpifcd with the Waves and 
tbo Wind coutrorjr, 4ind (hus lutrouhded 
* with 
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Sermon ^vrith the Horrors of the Deep thinking that 
C/V^t^cy faw a Spedtre rifen' from beneath to 
pronounce their Doom arid bid them to pre- 
pare for thtir watery Grave. Such and it> 
great was their Diftrefs when ^efus fpake 
unto them and faid ; Be of good cheer ^ 
it is 7, be not afraid : And when He came 
into the Ship the Wind ce^fed, and they 
worflhiped Him. 

We may obferve htv^ the Lord's graci- 
ous Dealings towards his Children in the 
grcateft fechiiflg Severity '6f his Pifpenfati- 
ons,' and how in the ihidft of Judgment He 
thinketh upon Mercy :" Were the Difciples 
brought into great TfotiiBle 3 let not God^s 
Children at any Time complain when this 
happens to be their Cafe alfo, nor fay, with 
murmuring Jacob when afflifted, '* AH 
" thefe things are againft me/' for all thefe 
things work for good to them that love God; 
"/He chaftneth them for their Profit that 
" they may be Partakers of his Holinefs i " 
Nay, Sorrow and Trouble is the Lot of all 
Men living, in a greater or lefs Degree, to 
anfwcr fome Purpofe 6f the Divine Mercy 
andGoodnefs toward them, unlefs defeated 
by not pi'ofiting by them as they ought. 
Hbtv many would have funk into a total 
■ Forgett- 
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FoflgetfalneftofQoAin the.EafeandSun-SB»Mw 
fhine!jof:?a fatal; Frofperity, who have bcen«^^<?v*v*. 
brought} tp rfeek ^the Lord hy a gracious 
Ajd>iw!fity I Wh^t loftanccs of P^rfons bc-^ 
is^v^eprived of itheir rnoft valued temporal 
!Bleffings, their d^reft Friends and neareft 
Relations for their good, when thcfe Com- 
ferts have beconde iSnares to them and ftq- 
len their AfFedions from God ? And how 
hft?f * J^it: of 8iel?9^3 . or being brought into 
jgg^iVtSf Death. l)y any other Means, ferved,. ' 
lilieiSf^ Ange^vvi^hvbis Sword drawn in the 
W>y» io ftop tthofe, in the Careec of: their 
Wli^tdne^ who were rufhing violently up.- 
§i>),|?^lfa:u<a«m !3jTA)U6id 
Wftlk>w,. th^fHfB»y bring us near to Him-, 
iigiify^and hutmbkthus that He n^y exalt 
U8/in due Time : Were we not made fenlL- 
hie «)f our own Jnfuffifiency to help our- 
felves,. .we ihould not fl<^ to Him for Suct 
igoiir ; and; wer^ He not to fufFer us to come 
intoTrduble He could not be a Deliverer in 
pur Diftrefs, that fo we might learn to praife 
Him... . . . r 

We read 'that the Mariners in "Jonah's 
Ship, upon occafion of the Storm, feared 
the . Lord exceedingly, and offered Sacri-^ 
fipe. and inade;Vows^j the Senfc of their 
=<j.: ;:• ; Danger 
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**5^^* Dangfcrtscited tfaatof tHeir Dependefice i 
^ly^and their Deliverance ftittedthetn up to the 
Exercife of Gratutude.aod j^raife to that God 
who fbew8 his Wonders id the Deep» -and 
commands ithe Winds and tbe^ Sea^ and they 
ob^ Him. It would he. well, if thfi m^ 
ny Thoufands amongfl: us that go down to 
ihc Sea in Ships> and occupy their Bu£ne& 
in great Waters, thas feafcd the Lord and 
reverenced his Holy Nkmp inftead of « pol- 
luting it with their horrid Qafehj andljohpre^ 
cations : It is indeed iei ^ j&d Confideratioii, 
that they who ftandundebted'to the Good^ 
nefs of Ahnighly Goduna more peculiar 
manner' fbr^ Prefervafkio ^^in I>angefs^, 
ihould be ^ obferved : hk geiiecal to li\^ 
under kfs Senfe of.ReUigion than any o^ 
thcrs. :.'.. ; . • ■ ■'.•■-<' \ >'■ -r- 

Bot if Suf&rings are dtfigned to be of 
general ufe in bringing Men to- Serioufnefe, 
they sure in a more particular manner ufefui 
to the Sons and Daughters of God, in «r-* 
ercifing their Virtues, and &> prepare^ them 
for greater degrees of Grace. Thus Danjid 
jCoxAA fay» it was good fbr: him that he had 
been afiUded, and levery Saint befides 
David that has beeo afflid^ in like man^ 
ner^ has Reafon to makstl^i&me Acknow 
^ c ': Icdgment, 



IcdgmeoV or ii^ht fcnowr itnot now, he ^*J*^ 
ihidk k^ow hefofter. . ' . Jy>J 

^o7]ie Lord-is i6lteiitime& pleaied ta with- 
draw his Divine GJcHsforts firom hid Servants 
^ha ihrgcYovtdxMemctits of 4ik Favour, 
thfltthiefjr may not bb exahed with their 
Oifitsy nor afcnbe: that to Nature which iss 
vrfaoliyt of Graces ) laAances of which we 
b«c many in the holy Men of^Old, paj> 
tkiaiady EUjah^ • Davfdy^ i mi 'Jitemdt^ 
who& fore Tryal^ io£ this kind fodibd frooi 
them very forTow&il Complaints, ^ not with^ 
€tBt( a grrat Mixtbre of h^man^ Iqfirouty % 
for at fueh Times tbey wier^ d£^ left in 
Darknefs, and tbetalbre 16/1:%ht of 'the - 
Rekfons of ^iie^DnrindOecdAomjM: But 3ittt 
te ^onvinte boliijdietn Mid iis idiat tho^ 
many are the Troubles of the Righteous^ 
ijqet the Lord ddiveretjbt them: oUt.iof all^ 
WonBnd that in the |fiid&: of; the: Somcvi^L 
%inch tfaef 'had im^beir Hearts Ood's conii^ 
ibrts did fboner w later refrefii tiieir Soul% 
and that even in tibe darkeft' Night of their 
\AffltQion the Lord ctid appeals onto^ them 
^if • ^noi ini the ' fkft t>t fecondj yet in the 
t&kd 'or fourth Watch, faying; .frij/, bt 

comferCto bd^^hcM»ibr the Ti^of thjr 

.:»v;-}\^:\^.. \ ------ - - Faith, 
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^'jv^* Faith, orfbr thy Improvement in Humility* 
U/^yi^and therefore thou oughtcftnot to have giv- 
en way to Impatience and Diftruft, nbr to 
forrow as Men without Hope; and it is I 
who am now come to thy Relief; therefore 
be of good Courage/' 

I come now to confider the Infide of the 
Narrative of which the Text is Partj fdr 
«very Miracle that our 'Saviour wrought, 
and eviery Parable that He fpake, reads us a 
Spiritual Leffon- The Ship in the midft 
of the Sea is an apt Emblem of Chrift* s 
Church in this temporary State of her 
Paflage to Eternity, ais the ftormy Wind 
lifting up the Waves thereof is of the vari^ 
ous Tryals and Perfecutions ihe muft ex- 
ped to meet with in her Voyage to that 
Haven of Reft where flie would be ; and 
our Lord's walking upon the Sea to the 
Relief of his Difciples, and his ftilling the 
Raging of the Tempeft, emphatically de- 
notes his watchful and protefling Care of 
his Church in the worft of Times, and that 
He is always with it even unto the End. 
'■ That the few faithful Servants of God 
have in all Ages of the World met wittt 
a ftormy Paffage thro* k, the Scripture 
Account of the Ghurchf- aa faf as it come* 
^ ' down. 



dow,ns,.,ahund^l;ly .teftifies.. ..^^he Oppo^ S«gjjW 
Utipa ^yK|iich;^et^liitdrep ofthe KingdpiB,y<y^ 
^er e ,. to ^ e^p/^ft ir9.ni. the Chil^rcp of thie 
World began, tq jfbi?.w it fel£ fo early ap 
iiVtl)^Pay$ qf X^tf^^^ ^^^/^..and fo f^r 
did Ungodlinefs prevail, ia' the .Earth that 
vw^ re^^ of l?!t|j -qpfi Faaiily^ -fearing God 
rguiaiping ugpg^f 15 after an Increafe of 
IV^nkind tjirp'tbe Spacqof T\v;p thoufand 
Years, and that Faqiily doubtlcfs fufFering 
?iK)re frpni the, Wic^ednefs of the Times^ , 
than when afi^r wards tofled in the Ark 
ypoathe Waves of ,an Univerfal Deluge^ 
After the ne\y \Vorld was repeopled wc 
find but Threefcpre and ten. SojyJs Worfhip- 
ers of the true God,; and their Seed foon ^f* 
ter brought under, cruel Bondage to Mgyp-^^ 
tian Tyrants : And when the Ifraelites were 
fet free and conducted into the prpmiiedt 
Landi how were they oppreiTed andperfc-t 
cuted by the idolatrous Nations round abpifli 
them, Moabites and j4mmom(^s, Pbilijiimf^ 
and Syrians^ as if the Church of God hact 
been the Antitype of Noah's Dove thatfe 
could find no refting Place for the Spies of 
her Feet J and as if the Fidelity and Obe-. 
dience of one entire People had been too. 
coippleat a Sacrifice fpr Jdams fallen Rafrft. 
.. .. ' to 
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Suiiaiv to offer up to God. Behold Ten Tribes oiii 
l^\^\j of Twelve apoftatizing from his Worfhip 
to Idolatry, and the few that were found 
faithful among them forced to hide them- 
felves in Dens and Caves of the Earth. 
And has it fared better with the Chriftian 
Church ! Did not the Dragon do his ut- 
rooft to ftrangle the Child in its Infancy ? 
Was fiot this holy Nation put to a fevere 
Proof of her Conftancy in her early Days 
by ten (harp Pcrfecutions ? And how many 
Thoufands have fealed theirTeftimony with 
their Bli3od by the Murders and Maffacres 
of After-times, finding as little Mercy from 
profefling Chriftians of different Denomi- 
nations as their Fore-fathers had done from 
Heathenifh Idolaters. Add to this the many 
open Attacks whicK Chriftianity has fuftain- 
ed from the Armies of Infidelity, the Dart- 
gers it has been in from Herefy, Super- 
ftition and the Inventions of Men, and, 
what is no lefs prejudicial to the Succefs 
of the Gofpel, the great Scandal and Of- 
fence given to thbfc that are without by 
the Immorality or mere Formality of ma- 
hy Profeffors, Men hating the Truth as it is 
in Cbriftjefus as much as they diigracc it bjr 
their unholy Lives aiid vsdn Converfation* 

If 
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If we take into the Account all thefe Dif*^^*}*^* 
ficultics and Difcburagements, this Oppofi- ^xV^ .; 
tion and Enmity which the pure and holy 
Chriftian Faith has all along met witb^ 
and muft ftill expcdt to meet with from a 
vain, infidel and wicked World, we muft 
own, that the Church of Chrift, as con- 
fiding of fpiritual, heavenly-minded Chrif- 
tians, too juftly refembles a Ship in Dif- 
treis in the midft of the Sea, tojflfed with 
the Waves, and the Wind contrary. But • 
the lame Lord who faved Noab and his 
Family in the Ark from periftiing by the 
Waters ; who preferved the Ifraelites a 
diftinft People Four Hundred Years in 
Mgypt i and in the moft corrupt Times of 
Jewijh Apoftacy left Himfelf Seven Thou- : 
fond Souls that had not bowed the Kneq 
to Baal'^ ti^at fame Lord hath in thefe 
degenerate Times a few, I truft that I may ; 
fay many Names, even in this our Sardis^* 
who have not defiled their Garments, but 
have kept the Faith, bear their Teftimony 
to the Truth as it is in Chriji JefuSj and 
walk worthy of that holy Vocation whercr 
with they are called j for however this or 
th^t outward national Church, whilft it 
retains the Form, m^y fall away by a ge- 
H neral 
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Sermon ^^^^1 Apoftacy from the Life, Spirit and 
t/^VVi Power of Godliqefs, yet in the moft corrupt 
Ages and Nations Chrift has a Faithful 
Remnant of fecret ones which conftitute 
that holy invifible Church which He has 
founded upon a Rock, and on which He 
will fulfil : his Promife, that neither the 
Wind nor the Waves, nor the Gates of 
Hell (hall prevail againft it. 

Having now confidered the Text both in 
its Hiftory and Myftery, I proceed to make 
a fpiritual Application of it to Two Sorts of 
Perfons : And firft to fuch as truft in them- 
felves that they are righteous, and take not 
the Lord Jefus for their Saviour. 

And here, what will you do, O ye foolifh 
ones ! in the Day of your Calamity, when 
God fhall come to prove what is in your 
Hearts, fhall bring you into Peril of Death, 
and eredl his Throne of Judgment in your 
Confciences ! For know of a Truth, that a 
Storm is appointed for yourTryal alfo. Be- 
hold, then ! the Tempeft is begun, and 
thou art in the midft of the Sea, tofled 
with the Waves and the Wind againft thee* 
What now is thy Strength and wherein is 
. thy Confidence ? C^ft thou ftill the ra- 
ging of the Sea ? Canft thou withftand 
I ' the 
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the feneath of God's Difpleafure when He Sb^kmou 
firifeth terribly to fhake the Earth ? Thou i>vsj 
Ta'yft that thou haft eftablifticd thine own 
Righteoufnefs upon the ftrong Mountains 
that cannot be fhaken; but behold, theun- 
ft^ble Water is thy Foundation ! Befides, 
thy Veffel is frail and leaky, thy Sails rent 
and torn, the Anchor of thy Hope no better 
than a bended Reed, and the Cable wherein » 
thou trufteft but as a Green With which 
breaketh as a Thread of Tow Js broken 
when it toucheth the Fire. But hark ! the 
mighty God hath a Controverly with thee : 
— He fpeaketh out of the Whirlwind and 
biddeth thee prepare for thy Defence ; for 
lo ! a dreadful Accufation is brought a- 
gainft thee. Thou art charged with the 
Guilt of High Treafon againft the Sovereign 
Majefty of Heaven ; with having defaced 
the Divine Image in thy Soul, broken 
God's Laws, defpifed his Goodnefs, defied 
his Power, and rebelled againft his Govern- 
ment. What now is thy Plea ? and whc^it- 
with wilt thou come before the moft High ? 
Wilt thou gird up thy Loins like a Man 
and anfwer for thyfelf ? Bring forth then 
thy ftrong Reafons and proceed to thy De- 
fence — but confider well how thou main- 
H 2 taineft 
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SERMON taineft thy Caufe ! And what thou haft Xo 
.offer in Arreft of Judgment j for God is 
Judge Himfelf, and He trieth the very Ser- 
crets of the Heart. WiJt thou plead thine- 
Innocence and Puricy before thy Judge ? 
Alas, .fond Man ! forbear this Plea, or 
thou (halt be found a Lyar before God, for 
thou art corrupt in the very Eflence and 
firft Forms of thy Nature, wraft conceived in 
Sin, and Ihapcnin Iniquity, and confequent- 
ly born a Child of Wrath ; and therefore 
except thou be fpiritually born again, and 
fo brought into the true Filiation by Adop- 
tion and Grace, thou canft not inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Urge not, then, fallen 
Man ! thy native Innocence before a God 
of infinite Purity and Holinefs, for in this 
refpedt (hall no Man living be juftified, nor 
any one that is born of a Woman, be ac- 
counted clean before Him > yea, *^ the 
*^ Stars are not clean in his Sight 3 how 
" much lefs Man that is Corruption, and 
" the Son of Man that is but a Worm." 

But perhaps thou chufeft to ftand upon 
thy Obedience, and. therefore appealeft to 
the Law and the Teftimony for thy Ju(bfi- 
cation : To the Law and the Teftimony 
then thou £halt go,, and they (hall be 
2 thy 
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thy Judges. But take heed, O Man, what Sebmou 
thou doeft ? For herein thou appealeft to a ^^yj^%^ 
Court that (heweth no Mercy ; and there- 
fore urtlefs thou canft bring with thee a per- 
fed Obedience to the whole Law in every 
Jot and Tittle of its Requirements, come not 
hear the dreadful burning Mount of Sinai -y 
for what faith the Voice? -^'^ Curfed is 
** ev6ry one that continueth in all things 
" which are written in the Book of the Law 
"^^ to do thefn." But art thou refolved to 
abide by thy Plea, and to put the Iffue of 
thy Tryal upon the Validity of it ? Stand 
forth theti and anfwer, before Heaven and 
Earth, for Men and Angels are thy Witnefles. 
Haft thou kept the whole Ltiw, and walked 
in all the Commandments and Ordinances of 
tlie Lord blamelefs from thy Youth up un- 
til now ? Haft thou never donethofe things 
Which thou oughteft not to have done ? 
And never left undone thofe things which 
thou ftibuldft have done ? Haft thou ever 
beeii a. dutiful Child, and loved the Lord 
thy God with all thine Heart, with all thy 
Soul, and with all thy Strength, and thy 
Nieighbibur as thyfelf ? Haft thou fet a 
watch continually upon the Door of thy 
Lips, and never offended with thyTonguc ? 

H 3 And 
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Ser^pn And haft thou preferved thy Mind at all 
{yrY\i Times free from every unclean and finful 
Thought, Defirc, Imagination, and Luft ? 
For know, that God's Commandment is 
exceeding broad, and extendeth to the in^ 
moft Receffes of the Soul. — Speak now, 
O Prifoner, and anfwertothy Examination, 
for thou art upon Life and Death ! \ — 
. ' What, anfwereft thou nothing ! How is it 
that thy Countenance is fallen, and that thou 
art become fpeechlcfs in the Judgment ! 
The Reafon is evident — thy Plea of Obe- 
dience, hath failed thee -^ thy Confcience 
teftifies againft thee — and the Law is be- 
come the Miniftration of thy Condemnation* 
Behold, O Man ! O Woman! whoever thou 
art that fcekeft to be juftified by thy Doings, 
this is thy very Cafe — Thou art weighed 
jh the Balance and found wanting — thou 
art convidted of being a Debtor to the Lav^; 
and therefore {halt be caft into Prifon till 
thou haft paid the uttermoft Farthing, but 
this thou (halt never be able to ^o to all 
Eternity. 

Come then, my fellow Sinqers, be pcr^ 
fuaded^ ere it be too late, to retradt your 
Pleas of Innocence aqd Obedience, to rc^r 
pounpc as well jrour HighteQufn?fs, a^ 

yovir 



in ^piriiual CanfliSii. 103 

your UnrighteouFnefs, and to caft yourfelves^^J^°'^ 
upon the Mercies of God in Chrift Jefus. U'^Y^J 
If you arc obftinately bent upon /landing 
Tryal at thb Bar of God's Juftice, I am 
bold to tell you that you are undone for ever, 
nor will it be in the Power of all the Hoft 
of Heaven to help you, for every Soul of 
M^n is guilty before God, guilty of llied- 
ding the Blood of the Son of God, and 
therefore God's Juftice is the Man- flayer, 
the Avenger of Blood. Flee then for your 
Lives — Flee for your Souls to the City of 
Refuge, and lay hold, on the Horns of the 
Altar, for herein lies your only Safety, even. 
in the Merits and atoning Blood of that 
Lamb of God whom our Sins have cruci-^ 
fied and ilaln. Such is the Love of Jefus 
to Sinners ! — Such is the Love oijejiis to 
his Murderers ! — Are we then void of all 
Righteoufnefs in ourfelves that can juftify ? 
tU TranfgreflTors of God's holy Law, and 
fts fuch liable to the Curfe and Condemna- 
tion of it ? Let us go as poor, penitent 
Sinners in Faith to the Author and Media- 
tor of a better Covenant, even to Him 
who is the End of the Law for Rightecufnefs 
to all them that believe, and v/ho has fuifilled 
tie Law, and was made Sin for us, that we 
■ H 4 mi^ht 
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Sjkrmon fYiighi be made the Righteoufnefs of God in 
j^^^o/vHiM. So fl:iall He be to us a Jefus to 
fave us from our Sins ; and fo fball we be able 
to fay to Him with Confidence in the Judg- 
ment : Thou {halt anfwer for me O Lord 
my God ! For henceforth there is no Condem- 
nation to tl^m that are in Chriji Jefus. 

To conclude with a Word to thofe who 
put their Truft in the Lord, and in that 
Righteoufnefs which is of God by Faith. 

Art thou a Chriftian ? Suffer a Word of 
of Exhortation, and permit me to remind 
thee that thou art on a Voyage to Eternity 
in the midft of a tempeftuous Ocean, 
where many Difficulties and Dangers await 
thee J and therefore that thou muft prepare 
thy Soul for Temptation. What if from 
thy firfl fetting out until now the Wind has 
been fair and thy PafTage favourable, yet 
flatter not thyfelf with vain Hopes, that it 
will hold thus with thee unto the End ; for 
no one ever yet reached the Shore of the 
heavenly Canaan without meeting a Storm 
by the Way. Mofes^ and Job, and David, 
and all the Worthies of old Time bear Wit-r 
nefs to this Truth from more than com- 
mon Experience; nay, the Son of God 
himfelf had a CoDfli^ft with the fliarpefl 

5torm 
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Storm that Nature ever felt, for the Prince Se^mow 
of the Power of the Air and all the Potcn- j/^/>j 
tates of Darknefs confpircd to heighten the 
Fury and Horrors of it ; yea, the Wrath 
of God was ia it, and therefore it fhook 
both Heaven and Earth. How then mayft 
thou hope to efcape without encountring 
fome adverfe Blaft ? 

But perhaps thou art already come to 
thy Tryal, and therefore ftandeft more ia 
need of Comfort than Warning: The 
ftormy Wind perhaps is already rifen. Tri- 
bulation and Anguifli have got faft»hold 
on thee, and thou art to thy thinking vexed 
with all God's Storms ; without are Fight- 
ings and within are Fears, whilft thou art 
left in Darknefs and in the Deep, without 
one Gleam of Light or Comfort to cheat 
thy benighted Soul, and ferve thee for an 
Anchor of Hope: Nay, it may be, thou 
art not only tofled with thefe Waves of 
Afflidlibn and Sorrow, which fhake the 
very Foundations of thy Faith, but the 
Wind alfo is contrary ; God's Providences 
feem all againft thee, thy beft Purpofes and 
Refolutions are defeated ; thy moft promif- 
ing Hopes mifcarry, and thou profpereft 
in nothing thou putteft thine Hand unto $ 

yea 
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^"^®" yea thy very Prayers and Devotions fccm: 
^i^jpyTS; not able to make their Way to^ the Mercy 
Scat, but to be blown back into thy Face by 
fome envious evil Blaft, and thou art temp- 
ted to caft away all thy Confidence in thy 
God. Thefe things are hard indeed, and 
ieemingly againft thee : But do not give 
Way to defponding Thoughts, " O thou 
" Afflided, toffed with Tempcft and not 
" comforted ! " For what faith the Lord? 
" For .a fmall Moment have I forfakcn 
"thee ; but with great Mercies will I ga- 
^^ther.thee/* 

Be not then difmayed, O Chriftian Voya- 
ger, tho' the Wind and the Waves be againft 
thee : Nay, tho' Spedres and Devils 
fliould be in the Way, yet make refolutely 
for the other Side : Befides, what wouldft 
thou do! Thou art already half Way on 
thy Voyage ; and fhouldft thou turn back, 
even fo likcwife thou mayft fufFer Ship- 
wreck in the Storm : Or, in cafe of thy fafe 
Arrival in the Country which thou had ft 
forfaken, thou muft cxpeft to be treated 
with all the Reproach and Ignominy of aDe^ 
ferter, and at laft take up thy Abode: in the 
City of Deftruftion, which ftiall fhortly ba 
confumed with Fire : Better then, far better^ 

if 
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if thou needs muft perifli, that thou perifli ^"^^* 
in the right Way. Turn not back, then 5 nay ;>tvN*- 
caft not a wiftiful Look towards the Devoted 
Shore, but fet thy Face unalterably fixt up- 
on the Promifed Land : Neither faint, nor 
flacken thy Diligence to hold on thy Courfe^ 
tho' the Waters rage and fwell, and tho' the 
Mountains fliakc becaufe of the Tempeftj 
for Deliverance is near at Hand ; and the 
Lord is a prefent Help in Time of Trouble : 
That ^me Jefus who encountered the bitter 
Tempeft of God's Wrath and prevailed, 
will overcome for thee in this Storm alfo. 
Behold 1 He is in the midft of the Sea, tho' 
thou knoweft Him not — He hears thee 
when thou crieft unto Him in thy Trouble,' 
and will deliver thee out of thy Diftrefs ; 
for He maketh the Storm to ceafe, fo that' 
the Waves thereof are ftill : So (halt thou, 
and all they that truft in Him, be glad 
when thou art at reft, when He bringetb 
thee unto the Haven where thou wouldft be. 
And now, O Blefled Lord ! who haft 
Appointed thy chofen Servants to many 
Difficulties and Dangers for the Tryal of 
their Faith and Conftancy, and for the 
ijloi-y of thy Name in their Deliverance : 
buffer oo|: tb^ Spirit of thy feeble ones to 

fail • 
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Sermon fail before thee in the Day of itheir Calamity 
j^Y^ and Diftrefs, but be with them in every 
Storm, and ftand by them in every Temp- 
tation. Thou haft gracioufly promifed, 
that when we pafs thro' the Waters thou 
wilt be with us, and that when we pafs 
thro' the Fire wc fhall not be burnt — Be 
it unto us, O Lord, according to thy Word : 
But above all, ftand by us in our laft and 
grcateft Extremities : In the Hour of Death, 
and in the Day of Judgment, good Lord, 
deliver us ! 




lX At>^lftxxi!h^L./l^fl 



SERMON 



SE RMON V. 

Spiritual Worfliip, the Religion of 
the Law and the Gofpel. 
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John iv. 23. 

^he Hour cometh^ and now is, when the 
true Wor/hipers Jhall worjhip the Father 
in Spirit and in TCruth : for the Fa^ 
therfeeketb fuch to worjhip him. 

THESE Words are Part of a Con- Sbrmom 
ference betvyeep our BlefTed Lord^y^y^yj 
and theWpnaan.of,5£^/wtfr/V at ya- 
Qob'i Well, and particulafly refer to a Que- 
ftion of hers touching the true Place of Di- 
vine Worihip \ whether it was Mount Ge^ 
rizinty as the Samaritans held 5 or theTem- 
ple at Jerufalem^ according to the Religion 
of the Jews. Our Saviour declared in favour 
of the latter ^ Te worjhip^ fays he, ye know 
mt what : we know what we worjhip ; for 

Salvation 
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9^^M0H Sahdtion is of the Jews : Hereby not on- 
{y^^ ly condemning the Defe^ion of the Sa^ 
maritans from the Jewijh Church, and 
that in>pure Mixture of Idolatry and hea- 
thenifh Superftition, with which their 
Commerce, and Affinity with the jijfy- 
riansj had infefted them, but alfo pro- 
nouncing- the 3^e^^ to be the true vifible 
Church of God j —^ Salvation is of the 
Jews. — In their Cuftody is the Law, and 
the Writings of the Prophets ; among 
them is the Priefthood eftabliftied by God, 
and that Form of Worfhip which he has 
appointed ; and of them is the MeJJtah, the 
Ifa.ii. 3. Chriji. — Out of Zion^ therefore, Jhduld 
go forth the LaWy and the Word of the Lord 
from Jerufalem. 

But our Saviour, not content with fet- 
ting her right in this particular (for now 
Converts were to be made, not io Judaifm 
but Chrijiianity^) acquaints her, that all 
Difputes about Locality of Worfhip were 
frivolous and unconcerning, feeing that 
Diftin<9:ion of Place, which had till then 
obtained for the offering up of Sacrifices, 
$nd the more folemn Celebration of Di- 
vine Worfhip, was upon the point of ceaf- 
ing, and the Time at hand, v^rhen God 

Almighty 
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Alniiighty would be ferved in a more free S'^*^^?? 
find unconfined manner, and that of the .yrvS^ 
^IJeartihould be the only true and accep- 
table Religion : — ^he Hour cometby and 
floats, when the true Worjhipersjhallworjhip 
tk€ Father in Spirit and in Truth : for the 
Father feeketb fuch to worjhip him. 

-To worfliip God in Spirit does here 
plamly denote inward Piety and Holinefe, 
in Contra-diftiniSion to the Ceremonial 
Law of the y^i£;5, as it Hood circumftanc- 
cd in its feveral peculiar Rites and Forms 
oi an outward Worihip ; as to worftiip 
him in Truths relates to that fuller Difplay 
, of it in the Gofpel of Chrift, who is in- 
deed Truth in the very Abftra<ft, as he is 
God blejfed for ever \ and, in bis PerfonRom.ix.5. 
and Offices, as God-man, is the very Anti- 
type and Subftance pointed at, and fet 
forth, in fo many figurative Reprefentions 
■: under the Law, of which they were the 
Shadows and Refcmblance only, and not 
the Truth itfelf. In this Senfe, therefore, 
as Tbei Law was given by Mofes^ fo Grace j^y^ijy^ 
and Truth came by Jefus Chriji. 
. But was not the Law then a Spiritual 
Service ? and was not God to be wor{bip- 
.ed in Spirit: and in Truth then as well as 

^...'M.;; . now? 
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^^^^ now ? Yes, verily s and for the very Rca- 
tXVN> ^^^ affigncd by our Lord in the following 
Verfe, for that God is a Spirit ; which 
Argument concludes as ftrongly for fpi- 
ritiial Worfhip in the former as in the 
latter Cafe; and yet without any way 
leflening the Propriety, or weakening the 
Force of it, as urged upon the Occafion 
before us; as will appear in its proper 
Place. 

•^ ButTTTayit not bcaflced here, Where- 
in was the Law a Spiritual Religion ? In 
the Moral or Ceremonial Part of it? Be 
it ahfwered. Both in the one and the other, 
as to the Aim and Dire6Hon of it. This 
appears from the Ends affigned for its De- 
livery, two of which, as the moft princi- 
pal, and given by St. PW, I (hall briefly 
touch upori. 

^And, firftr. The Law (/. e. the Moral) 
was given as a Rule of 'Life, and to fhew 
Men both their Sin, and their Duty : For 
fuch was the Corruption and Blindnefs of 
our Nature after the Fall, by the infatuat- 
ing Power of Sin, that the human Race 
had, in many Particularsi loft the Diftinc- 
tions of moral Good and Evil ; nay, had 
erred in that great fundamental Pbint, the 

Knowledge 
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KjiOTvledge and Worfhip of the One TrueSEMt<i»^ 
God : And therefore, in Reply to that ^^\rN4 
Queftion — Wherefore feroetb the Ztfw?G*l-»"- ' 
St. Faul anfwers. It was added becaufe of^^' 
UranfgreJJions. He elfewerc declares, that 
by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin'-, and Rom. iii. 
inftanccs in himfelf for the Truth of thc^°' 
Affcrtion : — - / bad not known Sin, but ^Rom. viL 
the Law j for I bad not known Lufl^ except^' 
the Law bad f aid, Thoujhalt not covet. 

Some of the Heathens have indeed faid 
many fine things on the Side of Virtue ; 
but their Syftems are all wretchedly defec-. 
tive, as theirs could not but be, who nei- 
ther knew the Malady of human Nature, 
nor its Cure ; nay, were Strangers to the 
Love of God, which is the Foundation of 
all true Morality, and groflly ignorant o£ 
his Nature and Attributes. Their Virtues 
therefore were, for the moft part, of a po-* 
lijcical Nature, tallying well enough with the 
Interefts of Civil Society, but little perfec-- 
tive of the Soul, and oftentimes the Refuk 
of Pride apd Selfiflinefs, Humour and af-^ 
fe«Sed Singularity. SomeVirtucs were paiTed 
over by all, an4 fpme Vices flood both un- , 
condemned, and pradtifed by moft of them : 
And as to thofe few great Names among 

I them, . 
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SeRMON them,whorofeab,ove the common Level, and 
^/-y^N^ are. (iiftinguifhed by the Subh'mity of their 
. .:;:.. Sentiments, and their nearer Approaches to 
• Truth \ their Doftrines and Precepts want- 
ed the Sanation of Authority, and therefore 
could go but a httle way in gaining upon 
the Belief and Pradice of the World. 
. . At what a low Ebb the Religion of Na- 
ture was in St. Faul's Time, when hu- 
ixian Learning was near its Zenith, may 
^c judged of from his Difccurfe to the 
Aasxvii. Men oi AtbenSy and from the firft Chapter 
of his Epiftle to the Remans. What 
.ihocking Degeneracy and Corruption do 
they there ftand charged with ! What 
Blindnefs and Ignorance with regard to the 
firft Principle of all Religion ! The World, 
iCor. i. j^ys be, by JVifdom. knew not God, All 
the Learning of the Schools, and the fo 
much boafted Philofophy of Greece and 
^^^, had not taught- them the firft Arti- 
^cle oi Nature's Creed, nor done fo muc|i 
for them as the. Light of Nature, dim as 
it was,- and the Law of Confcience, migfit 
have done; for in the vijible things of Go[d 
Rom. i. .'^^y o^ight have clearly feen his eternal 
21. Power and Godhead 'j and the Law written 
in their Heart s^ if carefulljr attended tg, 

" would. 
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V^fbald, in many Cafes, have ferved thdti Sbr^o» 
^or a Monitor and Judge, their Confcu^yA/s^ 
ences bearing Witnefs^ and their Thotfghfs^^^^'^^- 
accufing ot excufng them: But becomiffg ^om. l 
vain in their Imaginations ^ . their foofijh^^- 
Heart was darkened ; and^ p^ofejjing them^ 
felves wife, they became Fools. And yet 
thefe are the Men, whom the World 
makes fuch a Stir about; and to know 
their ignorant Conjectures is accounted To 
great a Part of our Wifdom. Some of the 
wifer and more virtuous Heathens, parti- 
cularly among the Platonijis, are excepttd 
from this general Rule, as both their Lives 
apd their Writings challenge our Admi- 
ration and Efteem. * 
If we go back to the Time of the De^- 
Jivery of the Law, we (hall, in like man- 
ner, find the whole World over-run with 
Idolatry and Superftition ; nor had all the 
^earning of the Egyptians fecured theth 
frdnl the common Infeftion : So weal& a 
Fence has human Reafon ever been ^- , 
gainft the Corruptions of human Nature'; 
and of fuch abfolute Neccffity is a Divine 
Revelation, not only to enforce Obedience 
to, but alfo to furni(h fallen Man with 
tixt Kfiovvledge of, the Divine Will. 
I 2 What 
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SBRMan What (hall we fay then of tbofc mighty 
,Men of Reafon, who, in thefe latter 
Days, pretend to have found out a com- 
pkte Syftem of Duties, without being at 
all obliged to Revelation for the Difcovery ? 
who know fo dextroofly how to delineate 
the Religion of Nature by the Sufficiency 
of their own Skill, and to lay a Founda- 
tion for every Virtue in fome new-invent- 
ed Fitncfs and Congruity of Things : 
^fiure, I think, we may fay, that they 
tjbenofelves are an Inftance of the Defed 
of their Schemes, by the want of at leaft 
one Virtue, and that is Humility ; which 
would leiad them to-acknowledge the H'elps 
they have received, and that, if they fee 
fardier than their Forefathers, it is not 
owing to ihe greater Sharpnefs of their 
Sight, but to the Eminence of their Sta- 
tion : They ftand upon holy Ground, and 
are indebted to the Scriptures ( though 
they arc not ingenuous enough to own it) 
for their Elevation. But to return. 

Such was the State and Condition of 
the World, with refped to Religion, when 
it pleafed Almighty God to reve^ the 
Law by Mofes to the Children of J^rael ; 
to point; out to tbcm the J>fatuccjaf JSin (by 

which 
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winch they had fallen from the Love of God) SmuMok 
and to be a Means of recovering them froni LOrsJ 
thisApoftafyj for a mere external Obediencd 
was not the End of the Law^, any farther 
than fuch Obedience was an Expreffion and 
^Tcft of tlieir Love of God, which our Saviour 
ftylcs tbejirji and great Commandment : They Matth. 
were to be a People confecrated to God^^- ^^' 
according to that very fignificant Memento; 
written on the Mitre of Auron, — JH?/i«Exod. 
nefs to the Lord ; and to have the Zori/^^^^"- 3^' 
fori their God meant nothing lefs than to 
have him for the fole Happincfs of their 
Lives, and Objedt of their AfFedtions, as 
\^ll as for their Lawgiver and Governour; 
Nor is it to be doubted, that many of thofe ' 
Rites and Ordinances, which feem to have 
little or no Relation to a fpiritual Worfhip^ 
were yet calculated 'for that End, by fcrv- 
ing as Emblems of fome divine Truth, 
tx)^ repfefent the diftempered Condition of . 
human Nature, to feparate them from the 
Commerce and Pollutions of the Heathens^ 
or fome way to engage their Attention in 
fuch a manner as might lead them to the 
Love of God, or keep them from any 
Hindrance to^ it. Certain it is, that ttH^ 
Rite of Circumclfion^ which had been in- 
:> i ' I 3 ftitutcd 
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SsRMON ftituted long before, is interpreted both by 
f .o/^- MoJe% and St. Faul^ as a Figure of inward 
Dcut.x.6. p^j.j^y of Hearts and thofe only were 
29. called true ^ews by the. latter, which were 
Ibid. fuch, not outwardiyy but inwardly. We 
know, therefore,' that tb^Law wasfpiritual^ 
and required inward Purity, as well as out- 
ward Pra(flicc, according to that Command 
of the Lord by Mofes to the Children of 
Levit. IfracI^ Tejhallbeholy\ for t^ the Lord your 
****.^* God^ am holy. 

But this being the Cafe, how comes it 

to pafs, that Juftification was not by the 

Gal.ii.i6.I-iaw ; for it is Written, By the Works of the 

LiFW fhall no Flcjh be juftifed. St. Paid 

has fatisfied this Queftion, where he tells 

Rom. viii. US, that the Law was weak through the Flef)^. 

ibviii2^^^ Commandment was indeed, hcly^ juji^ 

and goody and the Law a perfedl Rule of 

Jb. X. 5. Duty, and the Man that did the thi?igs con^ 

tainedin it^ fhould have lived by them : But 

where was the Man, the Man Chrijl Jefus 

excepted, that ever did them ? The Weak- 

Defs of the Fleih, the Impotence of fallen 

Nature, was fuch, that no Man ever did 

or could pay that perfcd: Obedience, which 

the Law required ; and fo all came under the 

sal. iiu Qwrfe of it J for it is written, Curfed is every 
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mi ihat continueth not in all things which are ^»^««« 

ibritten in the Book of the Law to do them* •vv/ 

Herein then the Law failed, in that it gav^e 

not Strength to thofe that were under il, 

to- pay that perfedt Obedience, which it exH 

aiftcd ; and yet paffed Sentence of Deatbt 

in Cafe of Difobcdience, and fo becanie 

the Minijiration of Condemnation. But^Cor. iii. 

ilVere not Sacrifices appointed by the Lavir, 

in Cafe of Tranfgreflions, and thereby ^ " ■ 

Cure provided for the Difeafe ? They were 

indeed appointed ; but, alas ! they went 

\fA a little Way towards the Cure wanted} 

thty could ovXyfandlify outwardly to the py^^tUh. {£ 

rijying of the Flejh\ but ccmld not ft^^ib.*x.4. 

away Sin^ not make the Corners therettHtbib.x.i. 

prfeB. The Blood of Bulls and Goats 

<iOUld not wafh inherent Corruption, aikl . 

purge the Qmfcience from dead Worksi -^ 

No, it cofts more to redeem a Soul froks ■• ii 

Ikath ; and, were it to left to that, ^ it nti^^^Ti^* ^• 

be let alone for ever. 

Thus far then the Matter feems not 
fliiendcd ; and the Law, inftead of being 
Gain, has brought Lofs to the Soul 5 foi', 
tmder this View of it. Sin is become cx^ 
tifediftg finfel • and, as the Sting of Death ^Cor.xv. 
ii^Sin, fo the Strength of Sin is theLaS.^^' 

I 4 The 
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Sbrmon The Light it gives, ferves to let ourTranfgref- 

\/-V^ fio^s before us, ijn full View, with aggravated 

Guilt J and Sin, followed by Conviction, 

comes home with double Force, and gives 

the Soul a deeper Wound. May we not 

then recur to the former Queftion, and afk, 

^0 what thenferveth the Law ? The Anfwer 

to which is the fecond End afligned by St. 

Gal. iii. Paul to that Difpenfation : ^he Law was 

*"^" cur Scbool-majier to bring tts unto Chrijl. 

' Though the Law and the Gofpel ftand 
diftinguiftied under different Titles, and 
as different Covenants, yet are they but 
two Manifeftations of the one great Scheme 
of the Redemption of the World by "Jefus 
Chrifi. The former, in every Part of it, 
points and leads to this End. The Law, 
Sn its Time and Place, was the Twilight of 
the Day of Grace; and the Shming of the 
Exod. JFace of Mofesy as that of the Morning- Star, 
*xxiv. 35. Harbinger to that Sun of Righteoufnefs, 
Mai. iv. 2. which afterwards arofe with Healing in his 
Wings. If we trace back the mighty De- 
liverer to the firft Promife of his Coming, 
we fliall find Chriftianity nearly as old as 
the Creation ; and I make no Doubt of the 
Truth of this Aflertion, That, from the 
Accouht of the Fall to the End of the Book 

of 
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4>i'^€nefity every principal Narrative has t a § ?M?*' 
fpecial' Reference to Chrift, and our Rc^^^^yy 
dcmption by him> and that fomePartflr 
other of this great Myftery is iignified aa4 
reprefented to us all along under theTrut{i 
of the Hiftory. .But to retura: , 

The Law ferved as a Schocd- matter to 
bring fuch as were under it to Chrift, chipf- 
ly:. by the condemning Power of it; for as 
many as were under the Law^ were under 04, iiL 
4be Curfe of it. The Sin oiAdam was be- *®% 
lixane the Sin of every Man s own Pcrfon s 
and Death, both temporal and (eternal, hs^ 
pafled upon all, by the doubk Right aQ^ 
Title of original and adual Sii). ,. But, bey ; * ; ' 
hold the Wifdom,/ and Power, ^ and Goodr 
ncfs^ of God ! .raho- out of Weaknefe,' or^ 
daineth Strengdi'^and turneththePc^erSioif 
Death and Satan to jthe Deftruftion, of thdr 
own Kingdom ; for the poor helplefs Soul, 
finding the Sentcnceof Death in itfelf, finl$* 
ing under the Terrors of the Law, and the 
ditoded Wrath of a fin-avenging God, and 
defpairing to obtain Salvation by its owa 
Righteoufnefs, cafts itfelf upon the Mercy 
of God, as defirous to have it in the way of 
Free-gift : And in this State of Anguilh and Rom. v. 
Piflrcfs the Ceremonial Law comes in to itp ' * 

Reliefs 
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SERMofu J^eljgf . gfj^^ under hs various Sacrifice*, 
\yy/\}ZXi^ other Types and Figures, exhibits the 
Great- Deliverer, the triie City of Refuge 
Nomb. from the Avenger of Bloody even Chrifl, 
Rom.x.4.'^^ £W of the Law for Right eoufnefsy to aH 
that believed on him then, as well as now : 
So that Repentance and Faith in Chrift 
were the Means of Salvation (tho^ no ex- 
prefs Terms of the Covenant) under the 
Law, as well as the Gofpel. Abraham^ 
Johnvui. fays our SzvicmVyfow my Dayy and was glad: 
^ ' And all fpiritiial Jews, who were the Chil- 
dren of Air^aham's Faith, faw the fame, 
and were glad like wife. But, as to the 
Generality, it was not fo with them ; they 
' contented themfelves with being Jews only 
in the Letter, and with that Circumcifony 
Rom. ii. iUDhich was outward in the Flefhy and, likt 
\\^x^'^x Ghrifiians now-a-days, placed the 
Whole of Religion in the Outfide of it: 
They pafled over the more fubftantial Du- 
ties of the Moral Law, and refted in the 
Ceremonial, without carrying on their View 
to the End and Defign of their Sacrifices, or 
reaping any fpiritual Benefit from their di- 
vine Ordinances : By which grofs Abufe and 
Ncgled, they became to them Statutes that 
were not good, carnal Comttiandmentswith-- 

out 
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Qujt Ufe and Meaning, and the Whole of ^«*^^* 
their Worfhip a meer bodily- Exercifiy tbat^^/f\r\^ 
printed nothing.. In order to remedy thefe^*^*®-*^- 
Abufes, and to preferve the Life and Power 
erf" Religion among them, God Almighty 
was pleafed to raife up an Order of Men, ctf 
an abftemious and mortified Life, who, iii 
the Spirit of Prophecy, denounced God*^ 
Threatnings and Judgments upon the Cor- 
ruptions both of Priefts and People, and 
boldly rebuked, even Kings, for their irreli- 
gious Backflidings : They were eameft in 
preaching up Repentance, and folid Piety ^ 
in condemning the Iniquity of their hoiyExod. 
things, their commuting Sacrifices, B,nd^^^'^^' 
vain OUations 5 andin dircding their Views Wa>- i- '3- 
^nd Hopes to the MeJJiaby and his fpiritual 
Kingdom, both through their typical Re^ 
prefentations of him, and by cxprefs Pro* 
phecies concerning him. But neither hMl 

this- Provifion the defired EfFedl : Jfrailih. i.j, 

did mt knoFw ; for this FeopU nvouldnot ctm^ 
fider : Inward Reformation they wereaverib 
to ; - and thefeholy Meflengers were accoua*. 
ted no better than Entbufiafts andMadmen ; 
^hey perfecuted and flew them. 

Such was the State of the Jewijh Church 
i^ben Chrifti the great Author of our 

Salvation, 
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Sbrmom Salvation, made his Appearance in theFIefli^ 
^ypy^ and tabernacled among Men. The Service 
^ of the Temple, and the outward Forms of 
Religion, were indeed kept up 5 but the 
Power of Godlinefs was not : And in this 
Judgment we cannot be miftaken, when 
the Ariifteft Sefl amongft them Aands char-* 
ged by our Blcffed Lord in fo many Places 
with Formality and Hypocrify : The. Words 
therefore before us, and the Argument ufed 
in the following Verfe, in Support of the 
Doflxine contained ia them, are urged with 
great Propriety, Application, and Inftruc- 
tion ; and do alio fet forth the greater Pa-» 
rity and Pcrfe^aion of the. Chriftian Reli- 
gion : At the Approach of which the Veil 
fhould be done away from off the Face of 
Mtfes I the ftiadowy Reprefentations of our 
Redeniption by Types and Figures give 
plaQQ to the Manifeftation of the great Re* 
dcemer in Perfbn ; and the many cumber- 
fome Rites and Ceremonies of the Mofaic 
Law be fuperfeded by Gofpel Purity and 
Holineijs* I'iie Hwr cometb^ end now i$l 
when, the true War/hipers Jhall worjhip the 
Father in Spirit and in I'rutbi r 

Thefe Words are. evidently exprefiive of 
tbe^ Power of Godlin?fs> : or divine Life, ia 

the 
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thfe£6ul, which is difewherc ftykd by our ^«fw 
Lord, the Kingdom of God vntbin us : And c*/V\| 
it is in this Light I fhall briefly confiddr^".!^® 
Chriftianity in what remains of this Dif^ 
courfe : Nor indeed can it, in any other 
Senfe, be called, as it truly and emphatically 
is, the Power cfGodunto Salvation. 

That /true Religion is fomething fpiritual, 
and perfedlive of the Soul, is clearly the 
Voice of Reafon, as well as of Revelation ; 
and the Argument made ufe of by our SwU 
our to prove it, is drawn from a rational 
Apprehenfion of God as a Spirit : And aS: ' 
the great Objedt, fo likewifc the Subjed, of 
all Religion, is fpiritual (for the Soulisiaf 
divine Original ;) and confequently all Rela*^' 
tion and Jntercourfe betwixt them muft be 
fpiritual : But there is one great R^cm ft3t 
behind, why true and faving Religtoti muft 
needs be fpiritual ; and that is, theConditi(E>tl 
of our Nature in Confequencc of thfe Faih 
The human Soul had thereby fuifered a 
deadly Wound; the Image of God, inwl^h 
coniifted itsr Happinefs and'Perfe&ion, was 
departed from it y and that Temple, in whioii 
the Holy Trinity delisted to dwell, wa&be-b 
come polluted and defiled with Sin, and a 
iNeft of unclean Spirits. Here then was a 

fpiritual 
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®**Jf^ fpiritual Malady to be cured, a Lofs of fame- 

it/^^/\j thing fpiritual and divine to be reftored, and 
all the Powers of Hell to be fubdued j the 
Jirong Man armed^ that kept the Hbufe, muft 

Lnkexi. be diflodged by one that is jlronger than 
he. Bat where was the mighty Champion 
to effect the vaft Defign ? Fallen Man, like 
Samfoh ihorn of his Strength, was faft 
bound in the Hands of the Enemy ; and, 
among the Angels, none was found able to 
deliver him. Here then appeared the Good- 

Pf-Uoudxiiefs Qf God, in laying Help upon one that 
'was Mighty ; Herein was manifefted the 
Love of Chrift, in taking the Government 

Iiiii.ix.6. of this great Work upon his Shoulder. 
-The Union of the divine and human Nature 
Was the only Expedient found fufficient for 
the Recovery of a loft World j and it needs 
muft be, that the Son of God become 
Man, that the Children of Men might be- 
. come the Sons of Gcid. The Promife, 

Gen. iii. that the Seed of the Woman (hovXA bruife the 

»S- Serpent's Hedd^ was the firft Difcavery 
of this ftupendous Myftery ; and the im- 
portant Bufinefs of our Redemption com- 
menced immediately upon it, and was car- 
ried on from that Time under a wonderful 

Suceeffion 



^..pf thham and the Gofp4^ :\ IS7 
Sttoceffion of Providences and Difpenfations Sk*m9« 
to^wardsits blefled Completion. ^ . luo/V 

But was. this myfterious Union to be 
tr?i)faded only in the Perfon of the ever*r 
adorable Redeemer ? Not fo : It was indeed '• 
begun in him ; but through him 4t was to 
take place in every individual Soul of the 
human Race, in order to its Salvation 3 that, 
as in Adam all died^ evenfo in Chrijijhould » Cor. xr- 
ail Me made alive. As much of the Divine 
Perfciftions as was loft to the Soul by th^ 
QOfnmunicated Infedtion of Sin from the ' 
firft Adam^ muft be derived into it from the 
fecpnd AdoitTiy as from another Fountain of 
the human Race, that both be that fanBi'-Udx^.u^ 
fietb^ . and they who are fanSitfied:, may be 
aU of one. Nothing that is extrinfick to 
tl^e. Nature of the Soul, or that pafles with- 
out it, can redeem a fallen Soul : but it muft 
be faflijoned anew, and a Meetnefs for Glc«y 
fprn^ed in the inmoft Effence of it -^ for CoT'- « Cor.xr. 
rifption , cannot . inherit Tncorriiption : And ^^' 
ther;efQre, make me a clean Hearty O G(?^,.pfai. li. 
and re^tp a right Spirit within me^ was *°' 
not only th^. Prayer of David^ but alfo of 
every .other; enligb^^ Perfon, under thci 
L^W:, ?is. well s^g fipce, from a full :Convic- 
iiSRL^.v^^^s truth. Our Blefled Lord 

bears 
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^y?** bears Teftimony to the Neceffity of this 
t/VV great Chapge or Renovation, which muft 
pafs upon the Soul, to qualify it for Biifs, 
in that fblemn Affeveration to Nicodemus: 
JolmiB. Eerily ^ verify^ I fay unto tbee^ Except a 
Man be born again, be cannot fee the King-- 
dbm of God. And did the Dodrine of Re- 
generation reft only upon this fingle Text, 
we muft allow it fufficiently eftabliftied i 
but this is fo far from being the Cafe, that 
it is fet forth under a great Variety of fimi- 
lar Expreffions, on purpofe that we might 
be left in no Uncertainty as to the Truth 
and Meaning of it : As where the true Chrif- 
Rom. xiii. tJan is faid to put on Chriji ; to have him 
Eph. iii. dwelling in his Heart by Faith ; to be re^ 
Ib'i 2 ^^^^^ ^^ *^^ Spirit of his Mind-, and that 
Kom.viii.^x many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
*^' are the Sons of God. In like manner — 
z Cor. Y. the new Creature 5 the new Man ; the Sanc^ 
Epk iv. tification of the Spirit : to be born of the 
^4- Spirit ; and to be alive unto God through 
"• »3. J^f^^ Chriji ; do all imply a new Principle 
John iii. of nfg in the Soul, which it has not in its 
Rom. vi. natural State, and evince the Truth of this 
"• fundamental Article of our Faith to a De- 
mon ft rat ion : Nor does it ftand only in the 
Strength of a few picked Paffages, but 

makes 
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makes a confidcrable Part of the Language'^ »**«<>♦' 
of the New Teftament : Nay, it is both,:^^^->^^J^ 
the Bottom and Top of all Religion: All 
that Chrift has done and fufFered, was ia 
order to bring about this great Work of j?f ■, 
Regeneration in us ; and the Sacraments 
he ordained, arc only the outward vifible 
Signs and Means of it : In a. word, all 
that Man has to do in this World is to la- 
bour after, and obtain it j and all the Hap- 
pinefs he expeds in the next, muft be the 
Refult of it. 

Xet us now, in one (hort View, fee how 
all the chief Duties of the Chriftian Religion 
accord and harmonize with this Principle. . . 
Repentance, and Faith, confefledly ftand at 
the Head of this Catalogue j and thefe are 
theGround-workof this new Building, the 
two main Pillars of Gofpel Salvation. John 
the Baptiji came to prepare the Way, by 
preaching the^former ; and his great Mafter 
began his Miniftry with Repent ^ and believe Mark i. . 
the Gofpel. Secs)ndlyy The Evangelical Vh-- '5- 
tues of Humility, Meeknefs, Patience, Hope^ 
Charity, (Sc. are all inward Habits and 
Graces relative to the fpiritual Life; fuch 
a$ difpofe the Soul for farther Communica- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, and make it a fit 

K Manfion 
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StRMON Manfion for his facred Refidence. thirdly ^ 

{y\r\) The Doftrines of Self-denial and Mortifica- 

, ■ • tion, laid down in the Gofpel, are greatly 

fdbfervient to this End, as the Pradlice of 

thefe Duties tends to purify the Soul from 

all the Drofs and Diforder of irregular Paf- 

• fions, and keeps it free from all undue At- 
tachments to theThings of thisWorld,which, 
by irrefiftible Diftradions, call off the At- 
tention from Divine Truths, fix it on fenfible 
Objects, and render the Mind incapable of 
favouring the Things that be of God : It is 
therefore by this kind of holy Violence 
committed on ourfelves, that we refift the 
Mictions of corrupt Nature, break thofe 
Bands afunder which tie down the Affec- 
tions toThings below, and fo take the King- 
dom of Heaven by Force. Lajlly^ This 
Principle of Divine Life and Love, wrought 
in us by the Holy Spirit, ftands clofely con- 
nected with the whole Syftem of Chriftian 

* Morality 3 it is the only furc Foundation 
on which it can reft, the true Source from 
w^hich it derives both its Beauty and Virtue : 
This is the Altar which fmSiifieth the Gift 
in all our Offerings. Whilft we aft in and 

I^atth. f^om this Principle, a Cup of cold Water 
** 42. fhall intitle us to a Reward 5 and, without 

it, 
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It, though we give all our Goods to feed the ^^^1^, 
JPoor, and our Bodies to be burned for Relir (/vxi 
gion, // will. profit us nothing. As therefchre^ i Cor.xiii. 
when we add unto our Faith Virtue^ we gWe^' 
Evidence of its being a Gofpel and living 
Faith ; fo when our Virtue proceeds from 
our Faith, as the genuine Effed and Fruit 
of it 5 and we can truly fay with tbcf 
Apoftle, T'he Life^ which I now live in /fecal. ii.^. 
Fkjb^ Hive by the Faith of the Son, of God^ 
who loved me^ and gave himfelffor me ; our 
Works then, and only then, become good 
ai>d acceptable to God by ^efus Chriji. 

We have had much Difputing of late 
about Jujiifcationy whilft fome have takcri 
the Side oiFaitby and others th^Lt of Worisj 
thus dividing thofe Things which God hath 
clofely joined together in theChriftian Lifc'j 
apd therefore no Man ought to put them 
afunder. If indeed no more was meant by 
Faith th^LTi a mere hiftorical Faith, a bate 
Affent of the Mind to the Credibility o£ 
Things (in the Language of the Schools,) ^ 
far forth as credible ; a. Belief of fomethin'g 
extorted by Dint of Argument, rifing no 
higher than moral Evidence can force it, and 
finking again under the Objeftions of every^ 

Kz fubtle 
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Sbrmon fubtle Difputant J if this be all that is meant 
<jr>r>^\yj Gofpel Faitb^ it would indeed be Matter 
of Wonder, if fuchaFaithcouldjuftify : If 
this were a faving Faith, I (hould think the 
very Devils capable of Salvation. Butfure- 
ly^we do not mean, that this is the Faith 
of which St, PWfpeaks fo many great and 
glorious Things; that Faith by which the 
Hcb. xi. Saints of old fubdued Kingdoms^ wrought 
^\ Righteoufnefsy obtained the promifes^ J^^pp^^ 
the Mouths of LionSy and did fo many 
other marvellous Works : It cannot be faid, 
that fuch is the Faith defined by the fame 
lb. XI. I. Apoftle to be the Subjlance of Things hoped 
fof\ the Evidence of Things not feen ; put- 
ting us into a kind of prefent Pofleffion of 
the Promifes, and fetting Divine Truths be,, 
fore the Mind in all the Light and Power 
of Demon ftrat ion : It cannot, I am fure, 
with any Truth or Propriety, be fo faid of 
it. The Faith then that we contend for, as 
truly Chriftian and juftifying, does not arife 
. from hiftorical Evider^ce only; much left 
does it cpnfift in forced Speculations, or the 
uncertain Conclufions of human Reafon 5 but 
Kph.ii.S.is of higher Extradion, even the Gift of 
Cod: It is a Seed of the Divine Life in the 
goul, growing up in a gradual Approach 
- J toward^ 
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towards Perfeftion, and bringing forth the Sirwoii 
Fruits of the Spirit ^ a Faith working iy o^v^ 
Love, producing Obedience to all God'scal. v. 6. 
Commands, and abounding in good Works, 
according to that Meafure of Abilities which 
God hath given us : It is a Power from on 
high, at once enlightening and converting ' 
the Soul; it is that ViSlory whereby wc 
overcome the World : And, to fum up all in i Joh. v.4; 
this emphatical Conclufian, it is hereby 
that Chrijl becomes Immanuel, or GodMzxxh.u 
with us, and is made ufito us Wifdom, and\^Q ^ • 
Righteoufnefs, and SanSliJicationy and JR^-30. 
demption, 

Chriftianity thus confidered as a fpiritual 
Religion, and thus highly perfedive of the 
Soul, comes reprefented in all the Beauty of 
Holinefsy and worthy of the Son of God 
for its Author : In this View of it, Chrift 
crucified, though to the carnal Man a ^tum'^ 
bling-block, and to the felf-conceited Philo- 
fopher Foolijhnefsy is, to us who believe, the i Cor. L 
Power of God, and the Wifdom of God. '^' "+• 
But how different a Pidlure of it has been 
drawn by feveral of the contending Parties 
of profeffing Chriflians, and how unlike ^ 
the Divine Original ! How has Zeal for 
Ceremonies, or 25pal ^j"^/^ them, ufurpcd 
^ -' ' K 3 the 
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StfcNiojj the Place of fubftantial Piety! What Strife 
i./V'v; about Matters of Opinion (and oftentimes 
the greateft Animofities where the leaft Dif-' 
Jiim. iii. ference,) inftead of that Wifdom which is 
^' Jt-om above ^ and is jirji pun^ then peace- 
able ! And (O may it never be repeated !) 
inftead of Brotherly-kindnefs and Charity, 
what Violence and Bloodflied, on account of. 
Religion, have disfigured theFaceof Ci&r^- 
tndom^ as if the JVrafh ofMan were the only 
lb. 1.20. efFcdnal Way to work the Right eciifjiefs' of 
God 1 Good God ! That thy pure and holy 
Religion, which was defigned to recover in 
us the Divine Nature and Image,* (hould be 
made an Occafion and Pretence for com- 
mitting fuch Outrages as are even a Re- 
proach and Difgrace to Humanity ! Blefled 
Jifus ? That thofe who are called by thy 
moft holy Name, (hould turn the Go/pel of 
Peace into a two-edged Sword, to wound 
and deftroy \ 

Are we agreed in Effentials ? Why then 
do we quarrel about Circumftantials? Are 
we all Members of the fame Body ? Why 
then do the Fellow-members war one againft 
another ? Are we all the Sons of prie Fa- 
ther travelling towards the fame Country ? 
Why then do Brethren thus fall out' by the 
■ ■ ''^ ,•■■■■: "Way? 
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Way ? IVten may profefs what they pleafej^^^^'' 
and boaft *of their outward Churches, aU\,/v>j 
they pleafe ; but, whilft they want a Catho-, 
lick Spirit of Love, they want one neceffary 
Mark of their being of the holy Catholick. 
Church of Chrift. It was from jufl fuch 2^' 
Narrow way of Thinking, the fame Con- 
tradlednefs of Heart, occafioned by placing; 
the Whole of Religion in outward Things, 
and little Things, that the Woman, in the 
Chapter from whence the Text is taken, 
faid to our Lord ; How is it that thou^ being. 
a yeWy ajkeft Tirinkofme^ who am a Woman 
of Samaria ? And it is from the fame Prin- 
ciple, that the fame Spirit ftill prevails ; and 
that under a Religion which teaches thij. 
moft difFufive Benevolence and Charity,' 
whilft fo many in the feveral Churches of, 
Chrijiendom harden their Hearts againft their 
Brethren as Hereticks and Reprobates, fayr 
ing, Here is Chrijiy or^ lo I there. Is then 
Chrijly who is over all^ God bkjfedfor ever^^ 
either here or there, in that confined Senfe 
which thefe Men fuppofe ? Is he, by a Maf 
jority of Voices, tied down to the Decrees 
of a Pope or Council ? Limited to any par- 
ticular human Eftablifhment ? Or ihut up 
^ithjj^ the narrower Inclofure of any Se£t 
' ' 1^ 4 dividing 
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S tRMow dividing from it ? It ought not to be fo faid ^ 
lyry\^ for his Kingdom is of wider Extent, even 
ia the Hearts of all Chriflians, however 
outwardly diilinguiflied or difperfed : And 
where there is true Repentance and Faith, 
Humility, Simplicity, and Purity of Heart ; 
there is the Temple in which he delighteth 
to dwell : This is the true Communion of 
Saints ; for they are influenced and guided 
fay one and the fame Holy Spirit : This is 
that myftical Body, of which Chrift is the 
fuprcme and fole Head ; and here only 
, the Father is worJlAped in Spirit ^ and in 
Truth. 

But muft there not be an Outward and 
Viiible, as well as an Inward and Spiritual 
Church ? Yes, furely : The Hang's Daugh- 
ter^ as interpreted of the Church, is indeed 
Pfal. xlv. aU glorious within ; glorious in the Orna-- 
'^' ment of a meek and quiet Spirit ^ and glo- 
rious in the Charms of unafFeded Piety, and 
all Divine Graces: But then flbe is alfo 
comely and decent in her Apparel j her 
Government and Difcipline, her Offices and 
Ceremonies, have their Beauty and Fitnefs, 
their Ufe and Excellency : Like the Scrip-^ 
2 Tim iii ^^^^ ^^^y ^^ Profitable for DoStrine^ for 
16. Reproof for CorreStion^ for In/iruSiim in 

• Righteoufnefs y 
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Rigbtecufnefs 'y and generally neccf&ry for ^•»'"* 
the more orderly training and building os \y^\r^ 
up in the Divine Life. It is by the outNVard 
Teachings of the Word, a right and due 
Adminiftration 'of the Sacraments, and a iiC'* 
gular and folenin Celebration of Divine SeN - 
vice, under God's Bleffing, that the Miad 
is imprefled with faving Truths, the AfFccv 
tbns raifcd to heavenly Things, and tha 
Work of Grace both begun and carried 00 
ift the Heart : And therefore for any one to 
argue from the foregoing Dofeine in fmth ' 
a Way as. might Icffen, either the Expe- 
diency or Neceffity of an outward Miniftryi 
and Worfhip, would be grofiiy pervcrtaog 
our Saviour's Words ; would be argtiiDgr' 
againft Scripture, and the conftant Pra<Skioa ■ 
of the Church in all Ages > and would teiad 
to exclude one Part of the human Natui?c 
from its Share in the Service of God, cvc» 
thofc Bodies, which wc arc taught to pre^ 
feni as a living Sacrifice^ bofy, and accepta-^^Qf^, xvt. 
ble unto GMj which is our reafonabk Service: ^• 
But . then wc are to remember, that as thai ' 
Soul is of a more excellent Nature than fth6 
Body, fo is the Part it bears in the greafe ■ 
Bufinefs^of Rcligi4)n ; and therefore whilfb 
we b$id fafit' tha Form^ let us give th^ 
.. v ' ■■ ■■'•'- more 
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^^^^^^more earrteji Heed^ that we alfo worjhip the 

\^^>/\^Fatber in Spirit and in Truth. 

Permit me to conclude with a Word of 
Exhortation, addreffed to you, my younger 
Brethren in the Miniftry. It is indeed with 
an humble Senfe of my great Weaknefs, 
and a deep Confcioufnefs of my Unworthi- 
ncfs (I fpeak not this in a feigned Humility,) 
that I take this Office upon me; but I hope 
xny well-meant Zeal and Love will plead 
its Excufc : But need I make any Apology 
for it ? Is there not a Caufe, and is it not a 
Time, to exhort and encourage one another, ' 
like true Yoke-fellows, in the good Work 
that is given us to do, when Infidels and 
Scoffers do the fame in the worfl of Caufes ; 
nay, have fet up their Banners for "Tokens^ 
and appear in open Defiance againfl the 
hordy and againji his Anointed ? God be 
praifed, we have not wanted, nor do yet 
Want, our Champions to go forth againfl 
thefe uncircumcifed Philijiines, to chaflife 
them with their own Weapons. Their 
Arguments and Objeftions drawn from Rea- 
fon, Philofophy, and human Learnings 
have been fully anfwered in Defences ratio- 
nal, philofophical, and learned ; an3 the 
Shafts, which havfc been taken on both 

Sides 
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Sides out of the fame Quiver^ have proved^, Sbrm^w*; 
on theirs, but as broken Reedsj whilft ou^a ,<^S^Sfc 
have be€n as jirrows in the Hand of the 
Giant. But, though fo often confuted, we^ 
have not yet been able to put to Silence tb({ 
Ignorance of tbefe foolijh Men : What ftill: 
reniains wanting to this End, may your 
Learning and Abilities fupply ! — Go forth, 
and be valiant for theTruth 5 and may theE-^; 
nemies of the Lord be found Liars before you 1^ ^ 
. But true Religion hath its. Adverfaries of 
other Denominations, vvith whom we have. 
to do, as the openly Vicious and Profane, 
and its falfe Friends, no lefs dangerous Enent 
mies, the felf-righteous Moralift, and tb(| : 
decent external ProfefTor, who fleeps fo,-; 
foyndly upon the (oft Pillows of his Forms.., 
But neither are we unprovided for thcf^; 
alfo J for we have Weapons of a Divine 
Temper, taken from the Armoury of God. > 
wherewith to engage all that oppofe d^c 
Truth, or hold the fame in Unrighteoufnefs;; 
Of this Number are the Sword of the Spirifj^ < 
vvhich is iharp and powerful, the Shieldcf 
Faitby and the Breaji-flate of 'Righteoufnefi^ 
Thus appointed, my dear Brethren, we may ^ 
declare boldly, not only againll; the Un- 
righteoufnefs, but alfo againft the Self-righ--^ 

teoufnefs. 
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Srk^tw teoufircf^, of Men (that? abominaWc Idof 
^^i^S^of Pride, before which fo many fall do^wnl 
and worlhip 5 that filthy Cover of pollutea 
Rj^s, that hinders Sinners from feeing the' 
Gormption of their Nature, and the Rot-. 
2 Cor. X. t^^^*^^^ of their Hearts ;) and fhall htmi^hty^ 
4# 5- thrmgb God^ te the puUtng dcwn the Strong-^ 
Holds of §in and Satany cafiing down att 
ImaginafionSj and every high thing that ek^ 
alietb itfelf againjl the Knowledge of Qod^ 
and bringing into Captivity every thought to 
the Obedience of Chriji. ' ^ 

A,ttd can it be doubted, whether the ut-' 
moft Stretch of our Zeal and Diligence for 
the Glory of God, and the Good of SoulsJ.'' 
be at this Day neceffary, when there is fuch 
a vifible Decay of true Piety, fuch a gene- ' 
rai Falling-ofF frotn the Life and Spirit of 
Chriftianity ; when there is but little of the 
Fornr, and much lefs of the Power, of 
Godli'nefs to be difcerned 5 and When Cor- 
ruption, Self-feeking, and a moft idolatrous 
Love for the Things of this World, have fo 
deeply Jnfeded all Orders and Degrees of. 
Men amongfl: U8 ? 

If we take our Mcafures of Religion 
from the Gofpel of Chrift, or the primitive' 
Ages of the Church, how laraentable^ and ' 

Shocking 
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(hocking will appear the Degeneracy of thefe S»^oi| 
Tunes! When that which, in the pureir ^^^^ycy . 
Days of the Gofpel, would have been 
looked upon as fhort of the ordinary Stan- 
dard of the,Chriflian Life, is now ftyled 
being Righteous over-mucb-, and when a 
/ Degree of Piety and Zeal for the Honour 
pf Chrift, and the Purity of his Religion, 
above the common Level, (hall go near to 
make a Man a By-word among the People^ 
To a World thus fettled on its Lees, 
thus funk in Softnefs, and wrapped up in 
all thp De.lufions of a feeming Security, 
and falfe Peace ; we are to cry aloud, and 
(hew the Folly, Sin^ and Danger of every 
State and Condition that comes (hort of a ' 
Go/pel Righteoufnefs. A World thus be- 
fotted, aflcep, and dead in Trefpafles and 
Sins, is to be awakened, not by fome 
fmooth Leflurcs on mcral Virtue^ but by 
founding in their Ears the ^terrors of the 
Lord : And, to a World decking and con- 
tenting itfelf with the outward Forms of a 
Pharifaical Religion, we muft preach the 
Neceffity of being born againy of being John uL 
created in Cbriji Jefus unto good Works ^ and I'j^^ \i 
of that inward Righteoufnefs and Holinefsy »<>• 
^^bo^t .^fdcff no Man Jb«ll fee the Lord.^^^^' ""''' 

' And, 
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GErMON And, as to any Difficulties and Difcourage- 
t/^YX> nients that may prefent themfclves to us in 
the Difcharge of this Duty, let us be Gallids 
in thefe Things : It is Comfort and Encou- 
ragement fufficient, that Truth is on our 
Side, and that the Gates of Hell jhall not 
prevail againjl it. Let not then Wicked- 
ncfs in high PlaceSy nor the Overflowing of 
Ungodlinefs^ make us afraid ; for He whofe 
Caufe we plead, whofe Doiftrine we preach 
Matth. and defend, and who hath all Power in 
xxviu. 1 8, jj^^^ a^j i^ Earth, He is. He will be, with 

ib. xxviii. US always, even unto the End. Amen. 

to. 
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Converfion founded ^onConvidion ^ ^', 
of Sin. 
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Publilh'd by Requeft. 



Acts ii. 37. 

Now nvhen they heard this^ they were prick'^, 
ed in their Heart, and faid unto Peter ^ 
and to the reji of the Apojlles^ Men and 
Brethren^ What Jhall we do ? 

WE have an Account in this Chap- Sermoh 
ter of three Thoufand Souls be- "S^ 
ing converted to the Faith of 
Chrift in onq Day^ by. the Preaching of 
the Apoftles. A' glorious Beginning of 
the Work of God on the Hearts of Sin- 
ners ! A convincing Demonftration of the ' 
Power of the Holy Ghoft 5 which now, 
according to our Saviour's Promife, des- 
cended upon his Embafladors, and rendered 
their Miniftry efFedual to the Converfion 
of many more Thoufands in all Parts of 
5 the 
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Sermou the known World : So mightily grnc tke' 
ty^^rWord ofGody and pre^&aikd;, under the Gon-^- 
^^- dua and Influence of this Heavenly Dit-- 
penfer ! 

The miraculous Defcent of the Holy* 
Ghoft being noifed abroad throughout Je- 
rufalem^ great Numbers flocked to the 
Temple, many of them doubtlefs led by 
a natural Curiofity to fee fo extraordinary 
a Sight. Now there happened to be pre- 
fent in this mixt Multitude Jews of Fifteen 
diflPerent Nations and Countries, who in 
Obedience to the Law of Mofes were come 
up td'Jerufalem to the Feafl : For though 
from the Time of the Babylonijb Captivfty 
they were difperfed almoft over the Face 
of the whole Earth, yet they religioufly 
kept the Paflbver at Jerufakm ; and many 
flayed there till after the Feaft of Fcnte^ 
cojlj which was inftituted in - Memory 
of the Delivery of the Lavv on Mount 
Sinai. 

, Peier being moved by the Holy Ghoft, 
takes Occafion from this great Concourle 
of People to preach unto them Chrift a 
Saviour ; to prove to them from their own 
Scriptures, that the fame y^Ji^s whom they 
had crucified was the Mejjidh therein fore- 
told J 
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tpldj and to infift upon his Refurredlion ^"*f^" 
from the Dead, and Exaltation at the Right o^v^J 
Hand of God. Upon which we read, that 
tbey^ . i. e. fuch of them as believed, "were 
pricked in their Hearts^ and faidy Men 
and Brethren^ What jhall we do? l^ben 
Peter faid unta tbeniy Repent ^ and be bap^ 
tized every one of you in the Name ofjefui 
Cbrijt>y for the Remiffion of SinSy andyefhall 
receive the Gift of the Holy Ghofi. — 
jpid. with many other Words did be teflify 
and exhort. 
• Now here it is obfervable, firjiy How 
God Almighty makes ufe of Natural, in 
conjundion with Supernatural Caufes, to 
bring about the gracious EfFe.(fl of GofpeU; 
Salvation ; and by a wonderful Cafl of 
his Providence improves the moft common, 
and to us feemingly accidental Occurrences, 
ta> the Manifeftation of his Power and 
Glory. Thus, out of a mixt Multitude, 
brought together by mere natural Curiofity, 
to fee fome new thing, no lefs than Three 
Thoufand Souls were caught in the Net of 
the Gofpel^ by thofe Fifhers of Men, as 
our Saviour forenamed the Apoftles. And 
I doubt not but many a one, who has come 
ta Church upon no better a Principle, has 

L been 
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Sermon fcecn caught in like manner, and been 
s^ir^r'K^pricked to the Heart, where he only ex-i 
pedted Entertainment for the Ear. 

2dly. We may learn hence, that tho 
Lord hath appointed the Ordinance . of 
Preachings as the moft general and eiFec-^ 
tual Means of making Converts to Chrift^ 
even in Preference to Miracles. And were 
it poflible to make the Calculation, I doubt 
not, but for one .Perfon profelyted to 
Chriftianity by the Miracles wrought by 
the Hahds of the Apoftles, Hundreds were 
brought over by their Preaching: Nay, 
it is plainly declared, that a Miracle would 
be in?fFe<ftual where Preaching is unpro- 
Luke xvj. fit^ble. If they will vot hear Mofes and 
^'' the Prophets, (for they were preached to 
the Jews every Sabbath Day,) neither wiil 
they be ferfuaded though one rofefrom the 
Dead. Now, who will fay, that the 
Gofpel of Chrijft, which has brought Life 
•and Immortality to Light with clearer Evi- 
dence than was ever done before, is not 
as powerful a Means of Cpnvidlion as the 
Law and the Prophets ? — Befidcs, MV- 
. racks declare no Truth j they only be^ 
Teftimony to the Miffion and Authority 
of him that works them^ aild fo become 

the 
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flffe" Seal of his Commiffion: whereas s eh mom 

' vi 

Preaching is the Commiffion itfelf: And^^^^-y^ 
therefore, the outward Evidence and Au-^ 
thority of Chriftianity being once cfta- 
bH(hed, the Work of Converfion wai 
thenceforward to reft upon Preaching, by it 
iii!if)ding Ordinance in the Church of Chrifl 
fttf ever. 

But the carnal Reafoner, ever wife in 
his own Conceit, will be ready to afk^ 
If Reaiing will not do the Bpfinfefs full as 
well ? Are there not as good Sermons in 
ftint, as any that are Preached? And there- 
fore, may we not receive as good Improve* 
ment in our Clofets, as at Church ? 

I anfwer, that Reading even the beft 
Books, however excellent a Means of 
Knowledge in its proper Place, will ni^ 
<fo fo well under the Negled of Gofpel- 
jPreathing, where People have the Op* 
portunity of attending on it. We have 
A6 Warrant to fet up this or that Method 
of Improvement, in Oppofition to a Divine 
C6fiitnandi Faith and Grace are the free 
Gifts of God, which he will beftow upon 
hi$ owtiTetos : And if he has been pleafed 
«9 aliQ€X thefe to Preaching, in Conjunc-' 

La tioa 
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Sermon tion w;tli othcr Ordinances, what haft thdur 
rjr^/S^ to reply ? Follow GckI in his own Way, if 
thou hopeft to obtain the BlefRng. 

When Elijha dircifted IsSaaman to go 

and wafh in Jordcin kvtn Times, with 

a Promife that he fliould be cleanfed 6f 

his Lcprofy, the conceited Syrian, Ukc 

thefe Self-Willers, was for b^ing Healed 

:f Kings V. his cwn Way, or not at all : Jire mt^ fays 

* "• "he, Abana and Pfjarpar Rivers ^ Damafcus 

betUr than all the Waters of Ifrael? And 

tetter Rivers perhaps they might be ; but 

vc^t he might have waflied in them Seventy 

Times Seven, and not have found his Cure. 

In like Manner, the Three Thoufand that 

^ were converted on the Day of Pentecoji^ 

aha the Eunuch that was going down to 

• JEthiopia in his 'Chariot, might have read 

trll their Lives long, without attaining to' 

a faving Knowledge of Jefus Chrift, if 

lie had not- brought th^ former to hear 

*St. Peter ^ and knt Philip to preach to the 

latter. * 

Bat to come to the particular Effeft 

which St. Peter^s Preaching had upon 

his Hearers, as expreffed in the Verfe of 

'the' Text^: T^bey were pricked in their Hearty 

'^ ' - and 



Comicfion of Sin., \\^ 

^^ndjmd mm B^ter, and to the rejl (:f tl^e-:^!!^^^?'' 
i Apojiksy Mm md Brethren^ wkat Jlall 'Lft;e ^ -y'"W 

'-:\ An undirqerning Reader may be led by 
.•*wo Paflages in this Chapter,, to iuppoie 
that the CompHn£tion of Heart he^e.ipQ- 
ken of, was owing to their having had^a 
; Hand in ihedding the Blood of Chrift ; 
forafmuch as the Apoftle Teems to lay this 
to their Charge : As in the Verfe preced- 
ing the Text, Let all the Houfe of Ifrael 
Jmow ajfuredlyi that God hath made that 
ifame Jefus whom ye have crucified^ both 
Juord andChriJi. But the Acaafation lies 
\only againft them m general, as Jews^ and 
of the fame Kindred and Religion with 
■<hoie that had. perpetrated this horrid 
..Fail; and is not levelled at them in parCt- 
<:iilar. For fevefal of theoi came from afar, 
juft ift the Jun<3:ui;e of this Tranfadtion ; ai;id 
, .were probabjy unacquaia ted with th.ePerion 
And Doctrine, of Qur Lord, and with the Pro- 
ceedings of the Rulers againft him at the 
Time gf his Condemnation* 

The Ule I would make of the fore- 
. going Obfervation is. this, That the/?r/V^- 
'^^S<f ^^^ rHf^rt here fpoken of, was npt 

L 3 on 
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iWO/^'^^^ iifually eapfiedon now,, ^yith^tbe.ikaic 

*Pifpatcb A^. formerly ; ye^ -to dhsny thkt 

there are any Inftanccs of "(fuddcn Coriver- 

^piis, nay, to fay that there ar<J not many, 

^ to contradid: the Experience ofrNiiniifr- 

bcrs, who have been awakened all at once 

by the Spirit of God under the.Miniftry of 

the Word, and ftirred up by a woor- 

derful and inexpHcable Inftuence on their 

Souls, to enquire. What t,hey Jball do to be 

Javcd. , . .i: 

r .. I knpw> that Experimental Religion has 

4ong been under mych Difcredit with tj$-: 

>And I am fprry^for it; for it is, among 

others, a fad Argument of the great Decay 

,Qf Godlinefs that is amongft us. 

. A great Part oi Frotejiant^ are become 

very Papif^Sy without knowing it ; they 

are for going to Heaven in the Way 

of an outward Worfhip, and for facrifi- 

cing to God of that which xofts them little 

'or nothing. Forms and Ceremonies, ami 

•fome external Works, confift well enough 

;With inyvard Impurity, and oflfei: no Vip- 

Jence to corrupt Nature ^ and therefore 

they are well content to be Religious at 

fb 
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4o /dieap^ a^ Rate. ^ But do not; ' my vBr^- ^^t Ab^k 
thrdiyi thus deceive your own Souis; forj;;;^^^^ 
this h building a Tower which canridt 
r^ach unto Heaven, for its Fcundaticn-'h 
m the: Duji. If ybu would be in reat- 
lity what you preteAd to be, you muft 
dig deeper, and lay the Foundation lower. 
'Tl?e polluted Fountain muft bc: clearifed, 
and the deadly Waters thereof healed Ijy 
the Salt of a true and angui£hing Repen- 
tance *. Neither will a Partial Reformat 
tion make us real Chriftians : This is oirtly 
lopping off the Boughs and Branches from 
the Tree of Evil, which will fprout agaih 
the more: But we muA lay the Axe ^ to 
the Root of the I'reey and down with it cvtti 
to the Ground : We muft repent and tufh 
unto the Lord with deep Humiliation, that 

V * I would by no Means lie underftpod h^re, za limiting 
tj?e. Divine Bein§ to any wticulv Method qf OperatioA : 
For I am verily perfuaded, that tiere have been many li- 

Jjoices of^ncerfrConverfioD> where the Aiigmih of ^l)|ni- 
tance may have been fwalbwed up immediately in a joyfi^l 
Sihfe of pardoning Grace'; yet I Wicvc, enough h gAc- 
f^ly, .if njQft>pa^vp|-ftlly,feU, tp .vindicate the Expreifioiai.I 
have ufed. — And I muft feijbufly warnPerfops, whos^re 
inoft ready ^fclame fudh Kind *ot"Language, 4fo take hted 
<^f caicoHraging.tljjBprenyatijje Joys «f thofe who.;nay pfcifc 
no more than Stony Ground- Hearers. 

he 
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*'vi*'*' he may make us clean Hearts^ and remw a 

ii/^\r\} right Spirit wit bin us. 

FW-li,rc. But Sorrow and Sadnefs are Things fo 

contrary to the Bent of our Nature, and 

lie fo crofs to every Appetite. and Inclina^. 

lion of Flefh and Blood, that few People 

Mattli. V. can bear to hear of Mourning and Mortis 

tiom.yiuj^eatfon in Religion, We are called /ife 

*3- ... Troublers of Ifrael, as Abab ftiled Elijah^ 

1 kings when we infift upon thcfc Dodlrines ; or 

xvui. 1 7- g|fg j^j,g reproached with bringing an evil 

Report upon the good Land^ by giving fuch 

a difcouraging Reprefentation of it. Bat 

this we cannot help ; for wc muft take 

Human Nature as we find it, and Religion 

as we find it ; and be content with fuch 

Remedies for our Mifery, as Sin has made 

neceflary. 

Had Man continued in his firfl Eflate^ 
and all the Sons and Daughters of Adam 
preferved their Innocence ; in that Cafe, to 
talk of Sorrow tvould have been bringing 
ftiange> Things tQ their JEars^ for nothing 
Pfei. i>iit the Voice of Joy would have been known 
"^^ '^'in the DmUings if-ibe Bigbteous. But 
this is not the Caicrwith us now ; for Sin 
has deeply infe<^d oor Nature : And Sin 

is. 
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is the Parent of Sorrow, and Evangelical ^^^^ 
Sorrow a fovereign Means for its Cure. -^V^v^i* 
Say not then to us, Speak unto us fmootb^*^"^ 
things ^ and preach thtm fmoothfy : Fojr 
we muft fuit our Di&ourfes to your Needs, 
aiKi not to your Likings; ^nd thereforic 
a^^ frequently called upon in Duty to. fpeak 
ftiarp Things, and to fpeak them iharply, if 
ib by ^any Means wc vady . prick you to the 
Hearty and bring you to cry out, Wbc^jhaU 
'We do to be faved ? 

' But k njay be afked here, Why God 
Almighty hath made the Burden of Sin 
fo heavy, and the Work of CoQverfioii fo 
Reccing to the Soul of the Penitent? Jan- 
iw€r, , 

Firft, That he doth this in Gr:»ce and 
Goodnefs to divorce our Hearts from ^\ti i 
hy ^ving us a feeling Senfo of the Bitter- 
neftand Evil that is in it.--— Alltbe Argi>- 
ments and Perfuafiont in the Worid wo^ 
be infufficient to prerail with w to fpH&tee 
our -finful Lufts and wicked W«y8,::tf ^ 
were not to fmart for thcn^i if We w^re 
not to be humbled under the Remei!nbran«e 
of theoi^ and to bfe terrified at the^ight 
of th^ DefilejQDcnt which they faavekKH^tt 
%\ upon 
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gBiiMONupQij the Soul, and its Danger on that Ac- 
;^^;^^^;;^ count. 

Secondly^ This painful Scnfe of Sin and 
it^ Malignity, brings us to fee our Need t)f 
a Saviour, and teaches us to prize the Be* 
nefit of our Redemption by his Blood. 
People may talic of Chrift with feeming 
Reverence, and profefs to believe in him 
with a Shew of Sincerity ; but he is only 
fweet and amiable to the Sin-diftrefied 
Soul. As Liberty to the Captive, and 
Sight to the Blind, fo is Chrift traly prcci- 
6us to the labouring and heavy laden Peni- 
tent. Grace then truly appears Grace, 
when Sin appears to be Sin. — Whilft we 
think ourfelves in Safety, and all to be well 
with usi in a vain Confidence of its own 
, Sufficiency, the Heart of Man is apt to cry 
out, as the Devils did. What have I to do 
'.'with thee^ J^fus I But when the Soul is 
made truly fenfiblc of its Sin and Mifery, 
and finds itfelf finking in the deep Waters, 
iit then flieth unto Jefus for Help, and 
/With Petet crieth out, Lord/ave me, or J 
perijb ! • ■ 

thirdly:, Inward Suffmng and Con>- 
/pundlion on Acomnt^^f Sin, difpofes;.thc 
•• \ HeaiA 
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Hfeart for Graces aiid makes it both recep4 SEAwts 
tive and retentive of its Impreflions.Ji Jt,^^/^y«s^_ 
breaks up the fallow Ground, and tnol- 
lififes-the ftony. Heart, jind gives feee-Ac-* 
cefs to • the Word of the Lord. On a Soil 
thus prepared, the Dew of Heavenly Grace 
and Inftrudlion defcends as Rain into a 
Fleece of Wool. 

What is the Reafon, that the Word 
preached is attended with fo little Profit to 
the Souls of many ; infomuch that neither 
the Promifcs Jior the Threatnings, neither 
the Mercies nor thejudgnqients of the Lord^ 
as fet forth by us, have any more EfFefi 
upan fuch to. bring them jjcarer to God, 
than, the Whiffling of the Wind ? Or if 
our Sermons are liftened to, and perhaps 
the Style or Matter of them commended, 
yet' they. are utito them but as a lovely Smg^^^Y.: 
of one that bath a pleafant Voice^ and ruw'^^*^*' 
pkiy !well on an Injirument ; . for they bear 
tbe;Wordsy biit'do them not. Whati.I fay, 
is the Reafon of this, but becaufe you 
have hardened your Hearts as Flints, io 
that the keeneft Arrows froni the Quiver, 
though aimed aright, cannot pierce them. 
The Word, Hke the Seed that fell upon 
•;^ - 5 ftony 
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^*vr *^^ ftony Ground, gains no Admittance into 
lyryxj them ; and as it taketh no Root downward, 
fo neither can it bring forth Fruit upward. 
Your Confciences arc yet unawakencd ; ybu - 
are yet in a State of Spiritual Death : May 
the God of Strength fupply the Defed: of 
his Ordinances, and break the Gates of 
Brafs, and fmite the Bars of Iron afunder, ; 
that '^efm may enter into his Temple, and 
dwell there ! 

But perhaps, there are other Reafons* ' 
that come in for & fliar6 in the Caufe of 
our Unfucccfsfulnefs. — You fee, that we are 
Men of like Paffions and Infirmities with 
yourfelves, and have not yet attained to that 
Pitch of Perfedlion which we preach to o-j 
thers : But let not that prejudice you againft 
the Means of your own Perfection . We feci 
and lament our Weaknefs and Unworthi- 
ncfs, and we confefs our great Need of 
Forgivertcfs at the Hands of God, and our 
Need of your Prayers to God for us : But 
yet, to fuch as we are, is a Difpenfation 

1 Gor. ix. committed, and Woe be tous^ if we preach 
'^" not the Go/pel. And tho* you have /i&u 

2 Cor. iv. qreafure in earthen Veffeky yet defpife not 

die Riches of the fbrtn^, on account of 
2 the 
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the Mcaanefs of the latter. You cannot Sekmo*. 
have Jngeliibt your Miniftcrs ; aad if you.(„/;y%j 
could^, the Matter, -perhaps, would not be 
fo..much mended .as you fuppofe; for it* 
isnpt the Inftrument^ but the Power and; 
Blefling. of Gs>^. gping along with it^ that 
muit eflfedk yourConverj&on :. Befides, thofe/ 
pure. and ijpottefs Beingis, as they. have no. 
Defilement in thek:. Nature, .and expqri-^. 
cnce no Corruption ixx their Hearts^ fo nei-ri. 
ther could thay fpeak. fo feelingly ind af-> 
feftbgly , to yours. This however is certain, 
that tho' tbey are Minijiring Spirjfs^ J^iHAa.h. 
forik tv mimfier for them nvbQfl34.ll h Bfirs 
(f -^cdvatiorij yet unto us ^ and riot jintQ 
them, i^ commit fed the MinifiryifRegon^zQQi.^ 
rifeWitf» ; and. accordingly, thpV ao An-i*^* 
gei.was lent from Heaven to Cornelius tor 
copa&rt hkn> yet he was directed to fend 
for Peter^ to hear, the .Word of QodatAA««-5» 
his Mouth. Now tben^ though weak and ' 
anworthy^ yet we are Embajfaders Jhr^^or.r. 
Chrijty as though God did befeecb you by us i' 
"we prny ym therefore in Chrt/l'sflead, be ye 
recmcHed to God. 

But, Lajifyy Perhaps (for we muft be 
content to bear Reproach^ ) fome of you 

will 
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Sbrmov ^ill fay^ that by this Craft ive have our 
f.>^v>^ Wealthy and that it is our Profeffion and 
Aftsxix. Livelihood to fay thefe Things, though 
we believe them not ourfelves. But do 
not, my Brethren, go on by the Help of 
Lakcvli. ftudied Objccaions to rejedi the Counfel of 
^ * God againji yourfeheSj and to harden your 
Hearts in Unbelief: For ivefpeak that we 
do knoWy and tejiify that we have felt ; for 
our Faith is not founded on mere moral 
Perfuafion, but on inward Conviftion, and' 
fupportcd by Reafon, by Scripture, by Ex- 
perience. 

That none enter into the Prieji's Office 
nor cohtihue in it, for the Sake of Breads V 
cannot fay: But this I am bold to fay, that 
there are many amongll us who would 
preach the fame Truths, and with the fame 
E^rneflnefs, though you were to give them 
Stones inftead of Bread. 

I fl^all now conclude with fuch an jippUca^ 
tkn^ as may fuit the two di&rent Charac- 
ters of nay Hearers, «>- thofe who hare 
been pricked to the Hearty and thofe who 
have not. 

And 



pti^d'tu'ibtBearty and thereby led to*cry'-y<5v^» 
omyyiiffat $m^ live do ta be favid? And i ^ ' -^' 
whtrSi^tbeWord ^ Gi?^/ has been quid andMA. iV. ^ 
pd^a^tflilf md jharper than any two edg^^^ 
iJ^rrftcy ©tbcts, it has not bad one Edgs^' ' '-■ ' 
fai;v'tkefii.j CO ^hom the Scriptures are but 
^% u foaled Booky oraT'aie that is toldy\ 
Ppeachliiig but vlS founding' Brafs 9 receiving 
the' Sacrament nothii^ better than - eating- 
B>ead and: drinking Wine ; and the Whole ^ 
ofitieligiottS'Worlhip but a Set of dull dry.: 
Fornfi6, without Spirit and without .Life t j 
Who 'are diligent: Seekers after the Things 
of this Life, conibant Eiaquirers^ What ihali': 
wc^do to be:ri«&^ .What fhall we dotov 
gam* the Favour of Men, or to makei 
Prmi/mfor the FUJh, to fulfil the Lsf/ls^i 
tbernffr^ But,. What fhall we do to^obrl 
tain the Pardon of our Sins ^ What flhall wcj 
do to gain an Interefl: in Chrift, and that 
out I^t may be among the Saints ? Theie 
are- Ihterrogatories, fo faintly, if at all, in-^ 
fitted on, as pliainly fhews, that the Care 
of their Souls is the leaft of their Con- 
cern. 

If any fuch be here, as I fear there are 
in fo great a^ Congrcgration, How fhall I 

M . addrefs 
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Sb»moh addrefs you ? ^\i^lfpeak fmootb things^ 
f*o/-vjand daub with untempered Mortar? Slull 
Ezck.xiii.1 fe<w PillOFws to your Arms, that . ip 
you may ileep on fecurely ? God forbid 
that I Should be thus unfaithful to vify 
Truft, and fuch an Enemy to your Souls ! 
Bear then with my Plainncfs, whilft I.tell 
you what I think of you ; fof though my 
Heart is full of Tendefnefs and Pity for yqu^ 
yet my Voice muft be a Voice of 7'error to 
you. I think then, be you never £0 rich, 
or great, or jocund, that you are of ail 
Men moft miferable ; and I would not be in 
your Condition for Ten Thoufand Worlds j 
for if you die in your unconverted State, 
there is not a finglc Text in Scripture that 
gives you Hopes of efcaping the Damnation 
ofMelL How can you clofe your Eyes to 
,§Icep, when you know not but you may 
open them in everlafting Burnings ? How 
can you walk the Streets without Fear, 
whw even a Tile falling from a Houfe may 
for ever feparate you from all Poffibility of 
working out your own Salvation ? for all 
Nature, the Elements, and every Creature, 
is in a State of Hoftility with the Man that 
lives at Enmity with God. Flee then for 
your Lives, O Sinners, flee for your Souls. 

— But 
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•^But whither (hdl you flee ? for the hor- Sfrmow 
rible Pit openeth wide her Mouth before (/Y*Vi 
you 5 the Avenger of Blood purfues you at 
your Heels, and the Terrors of the Lord 
are on your Right Hand and on your Left. 
*-**But yet there is a Way to efcape : Flee 
to the Lord yefmChriJi^m the livelyExer- 
cife of Repentance and Faith, and He will 
deliver you 5 for He hath the Keys of HellRev.liB. 
dnd of Deatby andjhutteth and no Man open^^^"^* 
eth. He is the true City of Refuge from 
the Avenger of Blood 5 - and in Him 
God is no longer a confuming Fire^ but 
difermed of his Terrors ; for in Chrifi 
He is a reconciled Gody full of Peace and 
Love. 

And now, may this Foolijhnefs of Preach- 
ing ht unto you a Means of Spiritual Wif- 
dom ! May the Lord give Power to the 
Word of his Grace, and fend it home with 
a Divine Efficacy to your Hearts, that you 
may be pricked to the Quick, and with a 
'follicitous Earneftnefs about Soul-Concerns, 
' cry out, Whatjhall moe do to befaved ? May 
thefirong Man of Sin now in PofTeffion of Luke ix. 
the Houfe, and wbofe Goods are in Peace ^^^' 
have his Foundations fhaken, and the Walls 
wherein he tfufled be as a tottering Fence! 
M 2 May 
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May the Devil be caji outy though it he 
with rending and tearing ! And may that 
Scripture be fulfilled in you : Xe were witb^ 
tut Cbrijiy beings Aliens from the Common^ 
wealth of Ifraely and Strangers from tb^ 
Covenant of Promife, having no Hope^ and 
without God in the World: but now in Chriji 
yefusy ye who fome time were far offy are 
made nigh by the Blood of Chriji. 

I ihall conclude with a Word to tboie^ 
who have felt the Power of Gofpel Ordi- 
nances, fent home to their Hearts by the 
Holy Spirit/ to convince them of Sin > 
and who come to Chrift labouring and hea^ 
vy laden under the Remembrance and Bur- 
den of it, crying out, Lord^ Whatjhgllwe 
do to inherit Eternal Life ? Aijd now, my 
Brethren, tofuch as you are, I heartily bid 
God fpeedy an^ wifh you good Luck in the 
Name of the Lord. You have turned your 
Backs on Sin and the World, and fet your 
Faces Heavenward: Go on and profper, for 
tbepromifed Land is in fuUView before you ;, 
and though the Entrance into it be fome- 
what difficult, yet be not difmayedy neither 
afraid of the Canaanitey nor yet of the Swel- 
lings of Jordan ; for the Waters fhall di- 
vide that you may pafs over in Safety, and 

under 
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tinder the Command and Condu<3: of your ^^?^^J^ 
(^inXMzXJoJhuay tvcn the Lord JefusChrtyiyi/y^^ 
you (hall fliortly fee the vidtorious Banner 
of the Crofs difplayed on the Battlements of 
yericbo. Convidions for Sin are indeed 
troublefome, but Infenfibility in Sin is infi- 
nitely dangerous. A wounded Confcience is 
painful, but a benumbed and hardened Con- 
science is deftrudlive. Bear then the Chaftife- 
ment of the Lord, not only with Patience, 
butThankfulnefs ; for whom the Lord kvethHeb.m,6, 
hefo cbajieneth^ andfceurgeth every Son whom 
he receive tb : So fliall your Sicknefs be ;;(7/ johnxi.4. 
unto Death y but for the Glory of God ^ that the 
Son of God may be glorified thereby. 

And now, my dear Bfethren^ I have 
delivered to you a Meffdge of Life and 
Death ; and how am I pained for you, left 
you fhould chufe amifs ? But God forbid 
that you (hould chufe Deftrudtion, and refufe . 
Converfion ! May He diredt you in your 
-Choice, and fupply the Defedts of his Mef- 
fengers by the All-powerful Working of his 
Spirit, that you may be pricked in your 
Heart Sy and cry, Whatfhallwe do to befaved? 

And may the God of Heaven incline 
his Ear unto your Cry, and help you, 
when you call upon him ! May the Lord 

M 3 Jefus . 
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Sbrmon Jefus Cbriji wafti away your Sins with 
\y>/^ his moft precious Blood ! and may you 
. be perfe^cd through the Sandtification 
of the Holy Ghoft, that you may ob- 
tain the eternal Salvation of your .Souls I 
Even fo graijt. Lord Jefus! Amen an4 
Amen. 
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J Co R. XIU 31. 

w^ And yet Jloew I unto you a more excellent 
Way. 

THESE Words are a kind of conned- Sbrmou 
VII 
ing Claufe, bringing into one View (^ry^ 

of Com pari fon the Subjedts of this 
and the following Chapter : In the former 
the Apoftle enumerates fome of thofe extraor- 
dinary Gifts which were beftowed on the 
Church in its primitive State, as the Work- 
ing of Miracles, Prophefy, Difcerning of' 
Spirits, Diverfities of Tongues, with fome 
others, which, tho' different in kind and 
Operation, yet, he tells the Corinthians^ 
were Vouchfafements of one and the fame 
Spirit, various Adminiftrations under the 
fame Lord and Head of the Church, and 
therefore to be employed with a fingle Eye 

to 
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^ ViT^ to his Glory, and for the Profit of his Mem-^ 
OVNJ bers, for the perfeBing of the Saint 5 ^ for the 
Eph. iv. jfTork of the Miniftry, for the edifying of the 
Body ofChriJi. And then, by aptly point- 
ing out the Analogy betwixt Chrift's myfti- 
cal Body and the Body natural, he infers, 
from the mutual Relation and Dependence 
of the feveral. Parts and Members thereof, 
the^ Neceffity of friendly Agreement and 
true FcUowfliip, of perfefl: Harmony and 
Union amongft all the Individuals of the 
Church, whatever Difference there might 
be in their Gifts and Endowments refpe<5H ve^ 
ly; that thofc who were diftinguifhed with 
the higheft and moft honourable Allotments 
ought not, upon that Account, to be high^ 
minded, and lord it over fuch of their Bre- 
thren as had received lefs ; northefe, on the 
other hand repine, becaufe of the Inferiority 
of their Office, as tho' they were lefs ufeful 
or neceflary in the Oeconomy of the Church : 
But that, as they had received all of the 
feme Spirit, and were joined together in one 
Body, fo they fhould jointly contribute their 
Supplies to the common Welfare of the 
Whole, and as Fellow-Members, cherifh 
the fame Care and affedtbnate Regard one 
for another, that fo there might be no 

Schifm 
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ScfcUin in the Body; He concludes this Sj^^^moii 
Subjeft with exhorting thena to covet ear^^y^y^s^ 
neftly the beji Gijts^ not fuch as would bring 
moft Honour to their Perfons, but fuch srs 
might beft advance the Glwy of God, fuch 
as were moft needful for the converting of 
Sinnprs, or the edifying of their Brethren, 
and fuch 4s were beft fuited to their Inftrur 
pientgUty ^ndUfefulnefs in the Management 
ofthena: jindyet^ (ays hc^ Jhew I unto you 
if more excellent Way^ i. e. Great and glori- 
ow fts fueh fupernatural Endowments may 
appear in the Ejres of Men, whatever Ho? 
npur they may refleft on the Chriftian Re* 
ligion,, however cogent a Proof they are of 
itt Pivjfiity, yet declare. I unto you .that 
wjiich i> j| ftill higher Recommendation pfit^ 
wore^ acceptable to God, more profitable to 
MaRV* ajnd then be goes on r— T!ho\Ifpeak 
Hi>ifhthe I'ongues of Men andof Angels^ and 
have not Charity y, I am become as founding 
Brafs or a tinkling Cymbal i and t ho* I bavr 
the Gift of FropBefy^ and underfiand all 
Myjleries and all Knowledge ; andtho' I have 
aU Fditki fft that I could remove Mountains^ 
4mdbm)e not Charity, lam nothing : And, 
fo proceeds to the End of the following 
Chapter, fliewing how unayailahle to Sal* 

vation 



174 J^ Sermon before, the Governors 

^ vu^ vation the Gifts of the Spirit are with- 
l/^VN; o^f he Grace of the Spirit, defcribing its 
many excellent Properties, and concluding 
with that well-known Preference — N(M 
abideth Faiths HopCy Charity ^ thefe three 'i 
but the greateji of thefe is Charity ; Greateft, 
if we refpeft the Dignity of its Nature, for 
however excellent Things are fpoken of 
Faith, yet it is only the Handmaid to Love^ 
Hope, however glorious and animating, 
comforts us only with the Expectation of 
good Things, but Charity is aprefentfiar- 
neft of the good Things themfelves ; and 
greateft it is likewife, if we refpedt its Per- 
manency ; for Faith fhall be fwallowed up 
inVifion, and HopevvWl terminate in Frui- 
tion, (for when that which isperfeSi is come^ 
then that which is in fart fhall he done away) 
but Charity will be the Enjoyment itfelf in 
its fuUeft Accompliftiment 5 for where all 
is Lovey there all is Joy and Peace. — In a 
word, Charity affimilates us to Angels, 
unites us to God, and endureth for ever— 
Charity never faileth. 

In the Progrefs of this Difcourfe I fhall 
confider this Divine Grace of Charity in 
its largefi Extent, as it takes in our Love to 
God and Man^ and fo becomes the End of 

the 



(f the Northampton Infirmary. 175 

tkeGommandment, the fulfilling of the Law SeRiiOH 
in the Duties of ^^?i& Tables ; for our LorA^^y^y^ 
has pronounced the Principle to be alike in 
both, tho' it diffclr in the Objed and Exer- 
cife of it : And, in fpeaking to the fecond 
JBranch of this Duty, I fhall confider it with 
a particular Reference to the Occafion of 
our prefent Meeting. 

To begin with our Love of God, that 
firji and great Commandment y the chief End 
and Happinefs of Man, the Fountain of the 
Divine Life in the Soul, — from which, , 
as its proper Source, ftreams forth true 
Chriftian Philanthropy 5 and from which, 
as its fandtifying Principle, every Religious 
A<9: and Temper derives its Beauty and Ex- 
cellence. 

.Now let it be obfervcd, that our Love of 
God rifes in Proportion to the Manifeftation i John if, 
of his Love to us, * and confequcntly muft'^' 

* This is not meant to exclude or lefTen any other Motives 
to the Love of God, particularly that which proceeds from 
the Conlideration of the Excellencies and P^rfedxons of the 
Divine Nature, concerning which many Perfons of eminent 
Piety have fpoken fuch exalted Things: But, thro' the pre- 
vailing Dukefs and Corruption of A>lan's Nature, we find» 
that Arguments, drawn from this Source, are not of fuch 
general Ufe as could be wi(h*d \ and that their Influence cx- 
; tends little farther than to Perfons fitted by great Elevation 
of Spirit, and Abftradednefs of Thought, (and, I may add 

afcend 
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Sf^woH-afcend higher Uftdcr the Chriftian Di^**!* 
IXV>J ^^^^ ^^ '^ pofiiUy could under any o^ \ 
thcr ; for herein is the Love of God fiiper-: 
John »ii. lively difpfayed, in that He gave bis mify- 
*^* begotten Sofiy thafivbofoeverMievethinU^' 
Jhbuld not perijh^ but have e^rlafti?^ J^fa^- 
And here it will be needful to gtanoe 
at the State of Religion in the World be- 
fore the Coming of Chrifi^ as it ftood di* 
vided into Heathens and "Jews : As to thcf . 
former, how docs their grofs* Idolatryj theitf ' 
wretched Superftitions, and their unwi^tby - 
Conceptions of the Divine Nature, argue ' 
their Ignorance in the firft Efements of Na^ 
tural Religion ! But take the wifeft, take • 
the beft amongft them ; I give you Socrates^ 
I give you Plato^ I give you Archimedes^ -^ 
Great Names, and of good Report \ And 
yet, poor Heathens, (hall we more admire, 
that you went fo far, or that you came fa 
fhort in what moft concerned you to know# 
Say, SocrateSy that thou believedft in one 
God : yet thou kneweft Him not (nor was 
it thy Fault) as a Reconciled God in the 
Son of his Love, and, as fuch, the Father 

too, by great Purity of Heart) for Divine Contemplations i 
And even thefe, it muft be allowed, can ao where take fuch 
amiable and animating Views of the Glory of God/ as in 
the Face of ye/us Chrift. 

I of 
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of.Mercies, and God of all Comfort. Say, Sermom 
Plattfj juftly admired Heathen, that the ^^r^rSJ. 
Soul's. Immortality was not hid frcmtheei • ' 

yet the Way to a happy Immortality the. 
Light of Nature could not teach thee. . Say, 
lafHy, Archimedes^ Did the Heavens de-* 
dare to thee the Glory of God ? yet that 
Man was an H<ir of Glory they declared , 
not : Did the Firmament fhew forth his 
Handy- work as its Creator ? yet no Star 
therein could lead thee to Chriji^ the Power 
of God unta. Salvation, aS thy Redeemer* 
-— Here, PhitpfQpher, thy Perfpeitive fail-: 
cdthee, fuch Knowledge was too high fog . 
thee ; a God Incarnate uniting, our Nature 
to Himfelf, that we might befepme the Sons 
of God, is an Abyfs of Wonders which thy 
Line fathomed not ; thou couldft not at- 
tain unto this Wifdom neither in the Height 
above, nor in the Depth beneath: It is 
higher than the Heaven, what couldft thou: 
do ; deeper than Hell, what couldft thou 
know ? The. Meafure of fuch Love is longer 
than the Earth, and broader than the Sea. 
Conclude we then, that the wifeft and beft 
Heathens, for want of Revelation, could 
not attain to any Degree of Divine Love 
comparable to the Meafure of the Chriftian, 

N * being 
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Sermon being unacquainted with theExtcnt of God's 
t,,^y\jLove to Man in his moft important Intcreft. 
Befides, being Strangers to the Dodrine of 
the Fall, they could not explain the Evil 
they faw, both in the natural and moral 
World *, in any juft Confiftency with the 
Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs : And this 
rendered their Conceptions and Reafonings 
touching the Attrilxites and Providence 
of God perplexed and dark ; and therefore 
we the lefs wonder that the Worihip of 
the moft knowing among them was little 
better than eredling an Altar Tb the unknown 
Ood. 

To i^ejews, indeed, God vouchfafed a 
DHcovery of his Nature and Will, and gave 
them' a Law for their Diredory to lead them^ 
to Himfelf, for the End of the Command- 
ment wals Love j but they attained not to the 
End of the Commandment, and fo it became 
Gal.iii.io, to them a killing Letter, pronouncing Death 
2-Cor. iii. ^j^. their Difobedience, whilft it gave thc«i 

* Their Ignorance of this, probably, iirft gave Rife to- 
. the Suppodtion of a Daality of Gods, as held by fome of die 
moil andent Philofophers in their Do^hine of the two Prin- 
ciples, the one of Good, the other of Evil. The former #as 
called by the Perfian Magi X)romo/dts ; the latter, Arimankis. 
This abfurd Error, under fome Alterations and Improve- 
jpients, was afterwards adapted by the Manicb^ans %Tti^ 
third Century. See Bzylt'i Dia. Jrt, MANicHiEAiis. ^n 
i^^Theol: AnciexmCt /^ Cbev, Ramsay. 

* • ^ . I not 



of the Northampton Infirmary^ xyg 

not Grace and Strength for Performance, for Sermom 
fuch Communication belonged to a higher [jrys^ 
Difpenfation, even a fpiritual one j and 
therefor^ however glorious the Miniftration 
t)f Condemnation was in the Promulgation 
of the Law, and in the awful Difplay of 
God's Power and Majefty, yet it was to be 
don© away when He who was the End of 
the Law for Righteoufnefs ftiould come, as 
having no comparative Glory in refped: of 
that Miniftration which fo far excelleth in 
Glory; when God's Juftice fhould give 2 Cor. iif. 
Plftcc to his Goodnefs, and Mercy rejoice'^' ^^' 
againft Judgment.-^Hence we may fee tb? 
abfolute Neceffity there was of Gofpel Salva- 
tion for the Recovery of fallen Man, in that 
no outward Rule of Adion *, tho' of 

♦ Thp Energy of Divine Grace, as a fandifying Prin- 
ciple m the Heart, ^made no Part nor Promifc of the Mofaic 
Difpenfation, fo that Man's Nature could not be refi^rnfied 
Ipiy jt ; and, therefore, the PropheU and holy Men under 
the Law were not faved by the Law, but by the Regenera- 
$jfng Spirit of CJbriJf working in them, and fpeaking thro' 
them. Salvation was then the fame free Gift, and by the faipe 
free Grace, thro' Faith, as now, tho' not revealed in the Way 
of a publick Difpenfation tiU afterwards, when that better 
Covenant took Plac^, whofe diftingui/hing Property and Pri- 
vilege it ftiould be, with refpeft to all the Faithful under it, 
that the Divine Laws fhould be within them, as a powerful 
living Principle of Love and Obedience, — not <wntfen in Ta- 
bles of Stone, hut in thefleJhlyTablesofthe Heart, wcifh tht Spi- 
rhofthe LiviftgGod. Jcr.jDCxi. 33. 2 Cor. iii. 3. Heb. x.i6, 

N 2 ' Divine 
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^*vn°^ Divine Appointment, could lead him to 

\,y^w^ God in the Way gf acceptable Love and 
Obedience, becaufe of the Weaknefs of the 
Flefli in its State of natural Corruption : If 

GbI.uIzi, there had been a Law given which could have 
given Life^ verily Righteoufnefs Jljould have 
been by the Law. 

And now we are led to that wonderful 
Myftery of our Redemption, God manifcft 
in the Flefh to deftroy the Works of the 
Devil, even all that Sin and Satan had done 
in our fallen Nature. In this Confolation 
of Ifraelvjt have the Subftance of all Types 
and Shadows, the Accompli(hment of all 
Promifes and Prophecies, and the Fulfilling 
of the Law for all them that believe to the 

Heb.i. I, r. Saving of the SouK God, who at fimdry 
I'imeSy and in divers Manners^ /pake in 
7'ime paji unto the Fathers by the Prophets^ 
hath in tbefe Iqft Days fpoken unto us by his 
jSot.— And what was the Meffage? It was 
Love; for, fpealdng of all them that receiv- 

Johnxvii. ed Him, he faith, I have declared unto them 
thy Name, and will declare it y that the Love 
wherewith thou baji loved me may be in them, 
and I in them. Now, in an Evangelical 

2Cor. V. Senfe, GodV Name is Love, iotHtwasin 

'9-. Chriji 
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Cbrijl reconciling the World unto Himfelfs ^^^^^^ 
And therefore with great Propriety does the gr^Vl 
Gofpel figmfy Glad I'iJings. 

And as in the Procefs of our Redemption 
by Jefus Chrijl we behold one great conti- 
nued Myftery of Love, fo, as was the WorK 
fuch alfo was the End of it, viz. to bring 
back Man to the Love of God ; for as in his 
Departure from this confided his Sin and 
Ruin, fo in his Return to it lay the only 
poffible Means of his Recovery, To this End 
€hri/i lived a perfed Pattern of Divine Love, 
teaching us thereby to follow his Steps : To 
this end He both preached and pradiifed 
Poverty of Spirit and Self Denial, by fuch 
inftru(5tive Leflbhs, to caution us againft 
placing a fancied Happinefs in thofe Pof- 
feffions and Gratifications which only ferve 
to alienate our AfFedtions from Him who 
is the fole Fountain of true Felicity : And 
to the end that He might bring about a two- 
fold Reconciliation between an oflfended 
God and finful Man, He laid down his Life, 
flaying, by the atoning Blood of his Crofs, 
the Enmity betwixt them j and now con- 
tinues, under the perfedting Difpenfation of 
his Spirit, to fhed abroad the Love of God 
in our Hearts, and to give us Power to be- 

N 3 come 
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Sermon comc thc SoDS of God, by a Participation ot 
^^ry>j the Divine Nature. 

Where is the Wife, where is the Di/pu- 
ter of this World, who go about to fob the 
Cbrifiian of his beft Hope, this Hope full of 
Immortality, and to fap thc fureft Founcia- 
tion of our Lovt to God, by labouring to 
undermine our Faith in his beft Love 16 
us ? But know, Unbeliever, that howevejf 
Cbriji crucified may be to the carnal Heart a 
Stumbling-block, artdto the conceited. Wif- 
dom of the proud Difputer Foolifhnefs, Sfti 
to us who believe He is the Power ofGod'^ 
cndtbeWifdom of God. Look up, O Cbriji^ 
ian^ and meditate on the Sufferings of th^ 
bleeding, dying Saviour, think on thy Sins^ 
which pierced his facred Side, on the Dejith 
of the Crofs he endured to deliver thee f/om 
eternal Death, and on the Shame He def* 
pifed to advance thee to Glory ; and when 
thou thinkeft thereon, refrain, ifthoucanft, 
from owning, that as no Sorrow was ever 
like his Sorrow, fo no Love ever equalled 
his Love. How comes it in general that 
we are fo little affefted with thefe Views' Of 
his Redeeming Love? Is it not becaufe oiff 
Hearts are more immoveable than the Earth 
which (juaked, more impenetrable than the 

Rocks 
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Rocks which rent at his Paflion ? Why^^^^^^^^ 
burn they not within us ? Why kindle they^/r\^*Nj 
not into Flames of holj Gratitude and de- 
vout AfFedlion whilft we. open the Scrip- 
tures and preach unto you Jefui? Is it not 
a fad Confideration ! becaufe we have given 
fp much of them to the World, to the Crea- 
tures, and to our Lufts, and therefore the^^®^*- 

I ^, . 

Love of the Father and of the Son has no 
Place in many of us.— Let us then caft out^ Johnii. 
our Idols, and put away the curfed Thing '^* 
t;hat feparates betwixt our Saviour and our 
Souls, and then we fhall know what the 
Love of God meaneth, — Give me thy Heart^^^7/ , 
is the Voice -of the Lord to ^very Son and 
Daughter of Adamy and if we will but 
<^Qnfent to the Conveyance, He will re- 
plenifti them with his Love and the Graces 
of his Spirit, and they (liall become "Tern- 1 Cor. iii. 
pies of the living God : In his Light (hall we ^^' ^. . 
fee Lights and in his Love fliall we fe?li6. 
Love : !^or this excellent Grace of Chari- 
ty is not the genuine Oflfspring of an apo- 
ilate Spirit, but a pure Emanation of the 
Divinity in our Souls refiedted back upon its 
Source. 

Bat let us j)afs from the Jirjl to the fecond 
Tables for this Commandment have ^^, ijohaiv. 

N 4 ' . that 
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Sbkmoh that he J niobo lovetb God, hve his Brother 

Now this Branch of Charity k high in 
Rank and Eminence among the Duties of 
^^^' the Chriftian Life, and like unto the firft. 
It was our Lord's Command to his Difci- 
pies more than once, that they fliould love 
John one another ; nay, He makes it a Badge of 
&xvf 12. t^cJ^* Difciplefhip : It is laid down as a ne- 
xiii. 5^ ceflary Appendage of our Love to God; a 
2,. * *^' Mark of his dwelling in us ; a Teft of true 
^•^^•"2. Faith. To which we may add, that it is 
* the very Spirit that animates all the relative 
Duties, giving them Life, Diredlion and U- 
niformity:.^ It is the Spring of Truth in 
all our Words, and the Bafis of Juftice in 
all our Dealings : It regulates our Obedience, 
fanftiiies our Alms^ .and ennobles every 
Social Virtue : It is fo neccflary to the Com- 
fort and Well-being of Society, ^that, where 
the Principle is wanting, to prad:ife the 
very Appearance of it is confidered as a 
valuable Part of Education, and Politenefs 
is made the Subftitute of Benevolence ; fo 
cftimable is that Virtue, whofe very Coun- 
terfeit the World holds refpeftable. But^ 
if we mean to be Cbrijlians indeed, our 
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Love mxik be without Diffimulation: The ^y?[®* 
bare Profeffion of it will neither profit our* !>ri/>J. 
>felves nor others; for a feigned Virtue, asj^^"^**"* 
It is without Power and Solidity, fo it muft 
want EfFed: and Confiftency* 

Let us now, my Brethren, bring ourfelves 
to this Teft ; let us meafure ourfelves by 
this Standard : The one true Church of 
CJjriJi is the Communion of Saints, and 
Charity is the Life and Soul of it : Is then 
the Love of God fhed abroad in our Hearts, 
and have we fervent Charity among our- 
felves ? For, be it known of a Truth, that 
as much as we poflefs of this Heavenly 
Treafure, fo much have we of Cbrijiia^ 
nityy and no more ; and that without it 
all Zeal for Religion is but Contention, 
all Modes of Worfliip but Formality, 
and all Orthodojty but vain Opinion. 

Charity, or Love to our Neigh hour, may 
ofejedively be confidered under this threefold 
Diftin6lion> the Love of AfFedion, the 
Love of Benevolence, and the Love of Be- 
neficence,' 

By the firft I mean not that inftinftive 
Principle of Tendernefs which we feel in 
ourfelves towards our Defcendents and near 
Rektives, for this has its Ground in Nature, 

and 
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8i»M(>if ^d therefore is in no wife peculiar to tl^<5. 
^^^YV ^^^^^^^'^ Difpenfetion, the' capable of re^ 
ceiving all Improvements from it:; Noryejt 
do I mean thofe Engagements of Friendr 
£hip which we fee in the World, ariftog 
from Similitude of natural Temper> or M^9n 
ners, Combination of Intereft, orSamen^ 
of Purfuits; for fuch Union often binds tOt 
gether the Carnal and Unconverted : But, 
by Charity of AflFedlion here, I underftan(j} 
that Gofpel Difpofition which St. John lays 
down as one Evidence of our renewed 
1 John iii. State, where he fays, We know that we bav\ 
*4- pajfed from Death unto Life^ becaufe we lffV(e 
the Brethren : Now fuch are all they who 
bear the Imprefs of the Divine Image of 
their Soulsj and are led by the Spirit of God 
to fet their AfFedions on Things above, and 
to order their Lives and Converfation as 
becometh the Gofpel of Cbriji : And this 
is a powerful and conftraining Love, nay, 
ftronger than Death itfelf ; for fuch are 
willing, if need be, to lay down their Lives 
for the Brethren : Such was the Love of 
the Primitive ChriJHam even to a Proverb, 
and the fame will be the Love of all true 
Chrijiians to the End of the Worlds for 
however they are divided or difperfed 

through- 
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tht-oughout the whole Earth among the fe- ^^^ Jl**** 
veral outward Churches, yet they are all (•yxj 
of one Heart and one Mind in the Eflcnce 
of Faith and Things pertainihg to God ; 
and they are of one Gommunion, for they 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit: 
They are myftical Members under one 
Head, FeIlow*Heirs of the fame Promifes, 
Fellow-Travellers to thefameHeavenlyCity^ 
and will in the End form one glorious 
Church Tr&im'phant in the everlaftingKiiig^ 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifl. 
In a word, this Evangelical Temper is no- 
thing lefs than a Divine Principle in the 
Soul communicating with the fame in our ^ 
Brethren, and fo uniting all, that are Par- 
takers of it, in a holy Fellowfliip of fuch 
Love, Joy, and Peace, as pafleth the Under- 
Handing of all other Men. 

But as we are to love the Brotherhood, 
Chriji's faithful Servants, With adiftinguiflied 
iind peculiar AfFedlion ; fo, 

Secondly^ We are to honour All Men 
with the Love of a benevolent Rcfped ; for 
the fame Charity, that connefts in clofe 
Union thofe who are Fellow-Citizens with 
tbc .Saints gfld of the Houihold of God, 

extends 
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^'viT* extends its Benignity to all fuch as, th6* 
(y^YV; Members of the vifible Church, are yet 
Aliens from the fpiritual Commonwealth bif 
Jfrdely and Strangers from the Covenants of 
Promife j nay, it enlarges itfelf to all 
Mankind without Exception ; for one Pro- 
perty belonging to it is, that it hopeth all 
Things, and therefore it waiteth patiently, 
looking for the Time when it may pleafe 
God to bring them nigh by the Blood of 
Chriji^ who are now afar off : Accordingly, 
the charitable Cbrijiian labours fori the 
Converfion of his Brethren in the Flefli ; 
prays for thofe that pray not for themfelves; 
ftudies to convince the Unbelieving, and tJo 
reclaim the Erroneous 5 and thinks nothing 
too much to do for thofe Souls for which 
Cbrijl died, if fo be that by any Means he 
may become an Inftrument of gaining fome ; 
Nay, tho' his Good be undefervedly evil- 
•fpoken of^ and when he fpeaketh to them 
of Peace, theif Souls everlafting Peace^ 
they make themfelves ready for Battle, and 
requite him Evil for his Good-wi]l ; yet 
even fo, that Charity^ which fufFereth long 
and is kind, endureth all Things, even Re- 
proach and Perfecution, with Patience and 
Forgivenefs, not rendring Evil for Evil^ 

nor 
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nor Railing for Railings but contrariwife Szrmon- 
Bleffing. Thus is Charity ,^\vi^ to thofe (^^/-yiyi 
that hate and perfec.ute us, and fo ftands 
differenced from that Species of Philan- 
thropy which rifes no higher than, a bare 
Exchange of Good-Will and good OifficeSi 
and ought, therefore, to be confidei^ed ra-. 
ther as a virtuous Kind of Traffick' than aLukcVi. . 
Gofpel Grace. 

I come, thirdly y to fpeak of Charity un- 
der View of Beneficence to the Poor; and 
in this Light we behold it in its Fruits, 
as the Principle called forth into Adt, and 
which may, therefore, properly be ftyled 
the Exprcffion or Evidence of our Charity, 
as it refpefts the temporal Wants df our 
needy Brethren. 

And here let it be obferved, that as true 
Charity always produces this EfFed: to the 
Extent of our Power, fo it is this inward 
Difpofition that dignifies and confecrates the 
outward Aft : For as there may be a mif- 
taken Zeal for Religion, even to the giving 
our Bodies to be burnt for what we may call 
fuch, and yet without any true Love for 
God in our Hearts; fo likewife the fame 
Apoftle tells us, that we may beftow all 
our Goods to feed the Poor, and yet not- 

withftanding 
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^ vir" wi'^^^^^i'^g f^^ ^ Diftribution, be void of 
%yry/s^ the Spirit of real Charity. But I am now 
fpeaking of and recommending that Kind 
of Beneficence, which is the Fruit of Chri* 
ftian Benevolence: And among the various 
Occafions which offer for the Exercife of it, 
die Relief of the fick and lame Poor of our 

.. County, under the Provifions of a Publick 
Infirmary, is that which lays Claim to 
gur prefent Attention. 
. . And here it may be remarked in Behalf 
. of thefe Inftitutions, which I think holds 
true of few others, even the moft excellent^ 
that the Invention of Man has not yet bi?f a 

., able to furnilh us with any Objedions tp 
them 5 which Arguo^ent concludes no lef^ 
ftrongly for their confefled publick Utility, 
than for their being founded on the moft 

. allowed Principles of Humanity. Maiiy 
Confiderations oflfer, which powerfully re- 
commend Foundations of this Kind to our 
Encouragement and Support, aiyi • fome 
which challenge a Preference of Regard to 
them above moft others : i . 

As, frji^ if we confider the Greatnefs.pf 
the Diftrefe. Poverty, joined to Sicknefs, 
or to an ulcerated, broken or dillQ9ated 
Frame of Body, bears doubly I][SLrd. upon 

human 
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human Nature, and Eloquence muft fail, ^**?**^* 
Where fuch complicated Sufferings cannot %/^/\^ 
riio^e } for a Lazarus at the Gate is, indeed, 
a moft affeding Orator, where the Heart 
\% not hardened to a Degree of Infcnfibility 
more than brutal. 

A fecond Recommendation of thefe 
• Houfcs of Mercy is, that, in this Exercife 
of oiir Bounty, we are fafe, both with re- 
ipedt to the Objefts and the Application of 
it: As to the former, due Provifion is 
rtiade for fufficient Information concerning r 
the Poverty of the Parties to be admitted r 
And as to their bodily Mahtdie^, there are 
few Cafes which do not explain themfelvcs 
by correfponding Syniptoms, or can elude 
the fldiful Obfervations of the Pcrfons ap- 
pointed to infped and examine ' them ; fo 
that it is not Pretence but Reality, not an 
artful Story, butadtual Diftrefs, that here 
fblicits our compaffionate Regartl. And, 
hi refpeft to the proper Application of the 
Sums fcrit in and C6lie6ked for the Support 
of this our Infirmary, the Prudence, Con- 
dition and Character of the Perfons who 
honour the Diredion of it, the regular 
Accounts annually publifhed, and a free 
Accef$ to the Books-to fsuisfy any more 

minute 
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^ viT*' tainute Enquirer, are abundant Security on 

l,/^>/\j this Head. 

A third Excellency of this Charity is the 
Care taken to promote and expedite, in the 
bcft Manner, the Cure of the Patients by a 
voluntary, regular^ and gratuitous Attend- 
iancc of Phyficians and Surgeons of approved 
Judgment and Character in their Profeffions, 
and who on that Account, as well as by rea- 
fon of their cbaritaile Care in diredling all 
Things relating to Diet, Cleanlinefs, and o- 
ther needful Accommodations, may juftly be 
flylcd principal BenefaBors to this excellent 
Work, whilft we have the Satisfaction of 
feeing the Benefit, intended to the Poor by 
our Contributions, taking EiFeft at the 
eafieft Expence, and thereby rendered the 
more extenfive. 

I (hall only mention one more confide- 
rable Benefit arifing from thefe Inftitutions, 
and that is the Religious life and Im- 
provement of their Vifitadons, which we 
may juftly hope for from the Patients in the 
future Part of their Lives : And here the 
Benefit of thefe Hoqfes will rife in Propor- 
tion to 'the greater Number who receive 
their Cure in them, than what could rea- 
fonably be cxpedled under the Want of 

fuch 
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ftich falotary. Provifion? ; fo that the faving^Ji^Mo 
a Life, under God, is oftentimes the means ;>^VNJ 
o£ faving a Soul from Death. Jt is before we 
are affliCtcd, that we are moft prone to go 
wrong ; We cannot but be fenfible how apt 
the untamed Spirits^ flowing from an ac- 
tive and vigorous $tate' of Health, are to 
run away, with our Scrioufnefs, and to hur- 
ry us into Vanity, and a Forgetfulnefs of 
our Creator. But. when the chaftening 
Hand of the Lord is upon uS 5 when Sick-* 
ncfs or fradured Bones have fhaken. i\x^ 
Walls wherein we trufled, ' and brought 
down -our Strength in our Journey, the Prid* 
of Man is naturally humbled* the hard 
Heart mollified, and the Afflid,ed taught tQ 
cry unto the. Lord in his Diftrefs: Thug 
doe? He difpofe us to feek for the Strength 
and Succours of his Grace by the Weaknefs 
and Sufferings pf our mprtal Nature, and 
.cafts us down on purpofe that He may lifjt 
;U8.up, that we may know and feel, that 
wxtHelpcometb even from the Lor d:^ Wi&^Pfal. cxtL 
b^ab . made Heaven and Earth. It is our ^* 
Duty to improve thefe weaning and inflruc- 
tivie Providences to the Spiritual Welfare pf 
PUr Brethren, and to co-operate with them, 
by fupplyiog the moft likely Means of their 

O Cure, 
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SEwabw'Gure, that tlie Mercy of a Recovery ttfaf 
^^^^ys^give the additional Weight of Gratitude tor 
the good Impreilions, which bodily Afflict 
tions firft excited, that fo bring led, both byi 
the Ooodnefs and Severity of God's Deal^ 
ings,' to Repentance and Amendment^ che^ 
may, when they depart, have caufe to fey; 
upon this Account alfo. It is good for usta 
have been here. '-i' 

And here our Subjed leads us to IxncxA 
\^ the fad Havock and Deftrudion which Ski 
hath brought upon the Earth in the vatioaa^ 
painful E^ieaies and Sufferings to which the 
CdiiAition of IVfortality expofcs us. — -How 
has the deadly Poifon infected our Nature^: 
^hd diffufed univerfal Corruption through^ 
the human Race, wherein the lurking Vc* 
noifi carries on the fatal Work as certainly^ 
tho' lefs fenfibly, under the concealed Ap* 
proaches of a gradual Decay, as by the more 
violent Attacks of a Calenture or Epilc^iy-;: 
ihfomuch that it may truly be faid of die 
whole Body of Mankind, that from. the Soler 
of the Foot unto the Head, there is no- 
Soundnefs in it ; and well, therefore, raaje 
the World be compared to one Great Iiir 
firmary, where Death's Harbingers and 
Purveyors are preparing to execute on alt 

that 
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'itmi t$i DM^iboH Jkak Hetutn, Ought wB|^>rvNi 
iicrt'tSheiiidjbatG Qcmpafi^^ 
JSarvaQt»> fating that we ourrelyes alfo are 
in thetfatne Cckidemn^timi I But, ala^l the 
IVialadyiof Man's Nature i&^ne flHi d^eper^ ^ 
It h^ reached the immorml Part of it 1 nay, 
it was the^Diftafe of his.Souljii^hich entailed 
that Corruption and Mortality upon his Bo»- 
dy> ^ on accouwof which* Man, in his high- 
eft caiithly Honduf, is compared to the Btafts^^^^- ^^^• 

that periih. 

We read that Almighty God, «pon tak^ 
iiig4 Survey of the Six Days Work of Cre- 
a&oni protooiiAced of every thing which 
Hp had made^^thdi it was Vei:y good : How 
beaAtiftil and perfect tbeli timjik he have been 
ift/his betlftr Eart, forWh^fc Sake all Things 
wi^ife created 1 . IJow excellent Ithat Creature 
wlwiwajhrnade in the ImagCj and after the 
t/ikeni&, /of his Crefttcr I Bu t .he liifted af- 
ter the Vpnity of Time, and fo loft the 
Ridbeg. of Eternity } together with his In- 
Qopenco. ihia Divine Light, and ll.ove, and 
Fority, dcjpwtdd froaft him— -(J^^ made Man Ecdcf.rii. 
u^igbtj^ iut hejmght eut many Inventions *,^^^ 
lle^ foi^hit :to r be happy independently of 
©od, and fo loft his Happinefs in Him. 
t; ' O 2 Hence 
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^^Vir''' Hence by Nature our fad Alienation from 
K^'-vTv-the Life of God : Inftead of Heavenly. Wif* 
dom, a ferpentine Craft ; inftead of Div4ae 
Love, grofs and corrupt Affedtions ; ai>d, 
in the room of that perfed Hamniony in all 
its Pov^ers and Faculties v^hich tuned. Jihe 
Soul to Peace, all the Difcord and Rage of 
conflidling Paffions. — Behold, O Man ! in 
this thy aggravated Mifery of a diftempered 
Soul and Body, the Greatnefs of thy Fall, 
and fad Apoflacy ! But behold alfo the 
Greatnefs of Redeeming Love, the. infinite 
Compaffions of thy fo much neglefted Sa- 
Ezek.xvi.yiour! who, when thou waft caji out in the 
^' ^' ^' -open Field to the loathing oj thy Perfon^ puf- 
fed by theey and when He faw thee polluted 
in thine own Bloody faid unto thee — Live. 
I faffed by thee^ and looked upon thee-, and I 
fpread my Skirt over thee^ and covered thy 
Nakednefsy yeOy I /ware unto thee^ and en-- 
tered into a Covenant with thee^ faith the 
Lord Gody and thou becamefi mine^ This 
Difplay of our Lord and Saviour's Com- 
miferation and Love to the fallen human 
Race is beautifully figured in the Mercy 
Virhich the good Samaritan (hcv/cd to the 
poor wounded Traveller that fell among 

.Thieves* 
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\1f hjeves ^ — The Prieft and the Le1^iteSB»MOM 
baffed by, but afiForded him no Relief; fbt^^vNI 
neither the Law, nor the Levitical Mini- 
fti-ations, cotrld avail to Man's Salvation ; 
fuch Help coijld only come from the Great 
Phyfician of Souls, and Friend of Sinners, 
who Himfelf'took our Infirmities^ and bare^^y^^^ 
^0ur Sickrieffis: And the Lord that i&^^/-Exod.xv. 
eth is his Name. But tho' this be the Infide 26. 
and Spirit of the Parable, yet the Moral is 
^awn from the Outfide and Letter of it : 
Did the Samaritan fhew Mercy to the 
Wounded and diftreffed yi^-o;, miniftring to 
him the Means of his Cure, and defraying 
the neceflary Charges of it ? Gc?, and do thou 
lik^fe J be merciful after thy Power to All, 
and fhew thy Lbve to God by this Proof of 
thy Love to thy Neighbour : For whofo i ]o\iii\}x. 
hath this World's Good, andfeeth his Brother ^'^' 
have Need^ and Jhuttetb up the Bowels of 
his CompaJJion from him, how dwelleth the 
Love of God in him. 

{a) For the fplritual Interpretation of this Parable, in its 
Reference to our Redemption by Jifus Chrifi^ fee St. Auft. 
^u^fi.Eiiang, lib. ii. asalfo. Contra Ptiag, Hypognofi,hh, iii. 

Chrifti mos eft in 'vulgaribus paraboiis ctiamfuhlimiora alt- 
^ua myfteria nobis commendare : ita arte hac in parabola aitno^ 
J\ini if(ga4t€r nobis fumma nofiri Chrifiianifmi ob oculos pingi- 
tur. Vid. Chemnit. Harm. Evang. in loco. 

See alfo the Spiritual Homilies of Af<?f<jr/«/ thQ /Egypt ian. 
Jiom, XXX. 

O 7 The 
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* vti*^ The ApplkSttion comes home to uy/^irt 

ly^-y>j Feilow-Chriftians, with additional Fbrbc| 

and the Occafiori of our prefent Mtetift^ 

gives a particular Emphafis to^^ it; Aiid 

therefore let us turn our Thoughts to tftte 

Ecdcf.vii. Jloufe of Mournings for we are told that tlid 

^' Heart of the tFiJe h there; and thentete 

learn a Leflon of Humility; a Leflbn ctf 

Gratitude, andanExercife of Charity. 

Were I to confider only my o^n Uh^ 
'fitnefs to be your Solicitor this Day, I (houM 
have much Reafon to be diffident of Su^-^ 
cefs 5 but when I confider ivboje Caufe I 
plead; when I confider before whom" I 
plead ; and, above all, when I confider in 
wbofe Name I plead, I will not, I cannot 
think, that I fhall plead in vain. Nor need 
I here to fetch any Weapons from the Ar- 
moury of Eloquence, nor feek to engage 
the Paflions on my Side with artificial Strains 
ofRhetorick, feeing the Infirmary itfelf 
affords the moft perfuafive Motives to urge 
a compaffionate Relief; and it would be 
fufficient for this Purpofe, would Time 
permit, to fet open to your View that The- 
atre of Woes, where pining Atrophy *, 
Convulfions, agonizing Throws, corrodiijg 

* Sc^ 'Wlton*s faradife Ufi^ 3apk xi, Line 480. 

Vipers, 
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Ulcers^ the Torture pf brokga and diijoca- ^^^^J^^ 
ted ,Bon^,. ^qd various other Maladi^p.qnd,^^;;Y>^ 
Difaflers incident to the human Frame^ for;^! 
jQne complicated $cene both of vifible ,^n4 
audible Diftrefs. Look down, you Weal- 
thy and Honourable Ones, froni ypor -, ..- 
Height of Opulency and Splendour, aqd ip 
thefe Sons and Daughters of AfBidlioR ac- 
knowledge your Brethren, and own youF- 
felves to be but Men; for, did not He tbat]ohxxxi. 
■made jrou make them, and did not ot^e fajb^^'^' 
ion both /;; the Womb ? — Whilft in the Phr^fe 
of Joi, you ^vajb your Steps tf^itb Butter ^^"^^ 6. 
Mnd the Rock pours out to yQU Biversof QfL 
.let the Streams of your Bounty refresh .^1^ 
Hearts of the Sorrowful, and your;- AbuRr 
;daJOce be the Supplement to their Wants. 
—Thus may you excel in Goodnefs as ip 
Greatnefs, and be counted v^outhy of dou- 
ble Honour, . . , 
! I next addrefs myfelf to you who.afe in 
;i middle Station, placed fafely between |he 
4w(^;Exiremea of Affluence and Indigence^ 
8pd fo polTeffed of what J^gur prayed -jfQi:^:Proy.xxx. 
And, aa yoa know no Want yourfclves*^' 
^tend freely your Affiftance to.thofe that 
4q. The Law commanded to help the 
Beaft of our Encnay fallen under his Bur-Exod. 
. .. O 4 ' then:^i»-S- 



aoo ^-A^Sehmn before the Gordern&rs 
^■^•^'OM then : Brihg not then a Reproach \ipon that 
j\y>^r>^\io\j Name by which you ire callcdy by 
refuling to help a Neighbour, a Fellow- 
-Chriftian, being burthened with his Infir- 
mities. A Retrenchment of the Vanities, 
Superfluities, or in the faftiionable Expences 
•of Life, will amply fupply the Means of 
"Beneficence to 3F0ur diftrefled Brethren ; ai>d 
.4)yfuch a Chriftian Piece of Occonomy, you 
JWill join the Pradicc of two Duties toge- 
ther, whilft to that oi Charity you add Self- 
iDcnial ioT Charity s Sake. 
: . , ^ Laftly, as to you whofe Portion in the 
Jgood Things of this Life is fmall, tho' your- 
tielves no left dear to God on that Account, I 
tnuft call upon you alfo for a Token of your 
•Love. It was ordained under the Law, in 
lev. y. y.'flie Matter of Offetings, ■ that the PerfoHj 
an xii. s.^Q was not able to bring a Lamb, fhould 
bring two Turtle-Doves, or. two young 
Exod. Pigeons ; for no one was to appear before 
the Lord empty. Let not the* Love of Chriji\ 
that perfedt Law of Liberty, lefs coriftrain 
you z Let not the Free-will Oflfering of your 
Cbrijiian Charity come fhort of the Com- 
mand of a Jewijh Oblaticm:' If thou haft 
but little, yet be merciful after thy Power^ 
Tpb.iv,8. jnd ^ thy Diligence gladly io- ^ive of that 

little; 
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iteAr yj The. litdeJthat Ihou. gi^^^ 
/tify the little that i$ \tk^mid^^ttuAmthp^^;^^>^^ 
licwd, thou ihalt have no lack. ,--. 

'ni nTbis Application to you all of ev^ry Dc- 
.qgrec^ dn the Subjed; before us, comes backed 
with a Motive of unckniable Force,' viz. 
that our BlefTed Lord has declared his Ac«- 
• ccptance of that Relief, which you afford to 
-your affliifted Xhriftian Brethren from a 
Spirit of G6tfrr^, as done to Himfelfj for 
fiich has He appointed his SubfHtutes for 
the Receipt of it : . 1 call upon you then, fdr 
. driji's Sake, that you be ready to difiributCy , Tim.vi. 
billing to communicate : Or if thia Argu«U5jR|t > 8, 
ffails^ there renoainsi at leaift.one,.> which^:>if 
rightly laid to Heart, I am fure, muft prevail, 
which is, that we all ftand in Need of Mer- 
jcy, and therefore ought to fhew it: i call 
iipon you, therefore, for your ownSafcca, 
jtiyithe Love you bear to your immortal 
Souls, .that you come not fliort of the.Pror 
n\ifc of Him who hath faid. Biffed are fift^MatA. v. 
M^cifuly for they JbaU obtain Mercf. ■■■..'^' 
ii And jiow! having pointed out that moft 
Excellent Way of Charitv, or l^^e to 
God and our Neighbour, that Gofpd Way 
pf Pleafantnefs, that fure Path of Peace 
leading on to Glprjr, what remains but that 

we 
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'Sermon wfe WalkthcF^'? Wearc w/i^(i ChriftiaHS, 

^/^VV profefling one Faith, one Lord, one Bap- 
tifin : Let us this Day fhew ourfelves to be 
fuch, not in Word only, but in Deed, and 
in Truth j whilft our Faith worketh by 
Love, and our Love by ihewing Mercy to 
the Poor. 

It is a joyful Thing for Brethren to meet 
together in the Houfe of God as Friends : 
May this Joy be now fulfilled in the Hearts 
of us all, both High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, one with another 1 and, as we join 

f* in one common Labour of Love towards the^ 
Needy and AfEUded, may the fame good 
Difpofition, improved, bring us together in 
the Unity of the Spirit, and in the Bond of 

fPct. X. 7- Peace : Thus (hall we add to Brotberly^kind^ 
nefs Charity : Thus (hall the happy Effcft 
of our aiiembUng together caufe Joy in 
Heaven, and make glad the City of God, 
whilft Saints and Angels tune their Harps 
to louder Strains of Praife, as they fing 
*' Glory to God in the HighesTi and 
♦* ON Earth Peace, Goop-Will to^ 
« WARDS Men/* * 
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Jfthe Son therefore Jhall make ypu Jree^ ye 
JJmU be free indeed. 

HEN many of ^Jenvi beliftviSd %\ii'!'' 
on Gfer^ upon hearing the Words ^>y^V^ 
which He ipake, cur Lord took 
Occafion to encourage them to pdrfeverc m 
believing: If fays Hty ye continue in my 
Wordy then are ye my Difcipks indeed^ and 
fejkatl knm the ^truthy and ibe^ Truth Jhall 
f»ay you free. As thefc Words feemcd to 
tefleft Tome Difgracie upon that People, ac- 
cording to their carnalApprehenfion of them 
(for there is a Belief to the faving of the 
JSoul, and a Belief which carnal Men may 
have) they immediately took Fire, and in 
a Fit of angry Refentment replied x We be 
/f^rfl^affi's Seed^ and "were never in Bondage 
'''■"'■ " ^ ' . to 
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Se^mos to any Man: How faye/i Tiou, ye Jhall be 
9ys/\i^^^^ f^^^^ However this Anfwer might 
evince their Zeal for the Honour of their 
Lineage and "Nation, yet it was far from 
being a Proof of thfeir Regard to Truth ; for 
the' the former Part of it was true, viz. 
that they were Abraham's Seed, according 
tb'^he Fielh ; yet the latter was not fo, 
their Forefathers having been Bond-Slaves 
in Mgypt and Captives in Babylon^ and they 
themfelves at that very time were, tho' not 
in Bondage, yet, under Subjection, and tri- 
butary to the Romans. However, our Sa- 
Vlpur reproached them not with that; He 
meddled not with their Civil Liberties orCivil 
Matters— Bond and Free were alike to Him 
in that refpeft, his Bufinefs on Earth be- 
ing of a Spiritual Nature, and fuch the 
Meaning of his Words, as his Anfwer fhews : 
Verily^ Verily I fay Unto you^ Whofoever com- 
mitteth Sin is the Servant of Sin. Wherever 
Sin reigns in the Heart and is obeyed in the 
outward Life, that Perfon is in the imoft 
miferable Thraldom and a Slave to the.worft 
of Tyrants — His Servants ye are to whom ye 
obey^ ^whether of Sin untoDeath^ or of Obedi- 
ence unto Right eoufnefs. Now, fays, bur 
Lord in the next Verfe, T^he Servant abidr- 

etb 
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tth not in the HoufeJor,everi but the.Sou.Abi^ ?^^**?f ' 
detb ever. Which Worda in . their primary o-^vrsi 
Senfe refer to iW^i, who was only, a Seryaot ^ ' ""^ 
in the Houfliold of God, whereas jC^j/^ 
was the Son and Heir and Lord ,of all Things, 
— -The Difpenfation of the fprmer was only 
temporary and to lead thofe that weife under 
it to phriji^ whereas that of the latter was 
to be an everlafting Covenant, even the fure 
Mercies oi David.— The iirft was a Minir 
ftration of Bondage, Condemnation, and 
Death 5 the fecond of Liberty, Grace, .and 
Life. But in a fecondary Senfe thefe Wprds 
of our Lord may be paraphrafed thus:— :As 
among Men, according to thQ Laws of So- 
ciety, the Servant, tho' at prefenjt one in the 
Family, has no Inheritance or Right of ]?ro- 
perty in his Mafter's Goods, but thefe defcend 
to the Son or Heir: So in, the outw:v4 
Church on Earth, however the Servants of 
Sin are mixed with the Servants of Goifl, like 
Tares among the Wheat, yet when the In- 
heritance comes to be divided at the Qreat 
Pay of Diftribution, the latter only fhall 
partake in it -, for then it {hall be faid, — Cqfl 
out the Bond-woman and her Son^ for the 
Son of the Bond-womanjhall not be Heir with 
the Son of the Free-woman. 

I But 
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%w^ But feft it ihould be replied ~ Ate w* 
XjrY>^^<3X^ Servants of Sin both by original .pe^ 
filecnent and actual Tranfgreffion ? Wha 
then can be faved ? Our. Saviour therefore^ 
2i^A%*^Tftbe Bonjhdl make you free^ y^JhgU 
he frti indeed \ i. e. However you are^ bjr^ 
Nature Children of Wrath, and however ^yoa 
may be^ thro' finful A&s and Habits, the 
Servants of Corruption, and as fuch can lay -. 
no Claim to any Part of the heavenly Ito-^ . 
heritancei yet if the Son of God, who ]> 
Heir and Lord of all Things, free you frota 
your Bondage and bring you into the Liberty 
ti SonS) then fhall you divide the IniierU 
tance with Him 5 for tho' by original Ex*^ 
tradlion you are Aliens and out of the true 
Filiation, yet thro' Grace being made real *' 
Children by Adoption and a vital Participatk>a 
of the Divine Nature derived from the fecond 

• Tho' the Adoption of Children among Men be only a 
nominal or reputed Reladon, yet in the Divine Life it ODn- 
fiftsin a real and fpiritual Birth^ and indeed muft dp fo 2 fof 
altho' one Man has a natural Fitnefs or Capacity to inherit 
the things of another^ yet this holds not true with rdped t6 
the heavenly Inheritance, for Corruption cannot inherit. In- 
corruption : And therefore in Order to our Meetnefs to fefe^ 
made Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light "Wtf 
muft by our Spiritual Union with Chrifi the King of Saints 
receive of his FuUnefs a Meafure of that Holinefs without ' 
which no Man ihall fee the Lord, and fo by the Sao^iftca- 
tion of his Spirit be qualified for Glorification in his King- 
dom. 

Adam^ 
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Adafri^ vrho isaqaicknibg Spirit, and the yj^^ 
Fouatiin of a newand boly Life ta us ; by u^-VNi^ 
this jicW Relation yoo'bedome Heirs of God* 
and JG^t Heirs with Cbriji. To which pur-^ 
pofe 'OTB thofe Words of our Lord to bi^ 
Heavenly Father concerning the Children' 
of the Redemption : l^be Glory which thoH' 
gawji me Ibaveghen them, that they maf 
be one even as 'we are tme. For, He who fan*- 
Bifietb and they who arefanBiJied are all cf 
one J for which Cauje He n not ajhamed iff 
call them Brethren. 

Thus to as many as receive Him inttf 
their Hearts by Faith, and continue in his 
Word, doth the Lord yefui give focfa pre-«-> 
cbus Promifes and Privileges, for thefe are 
the troc Icgitimatt Seed of faithful jf^^r^-N 
ham^ a^d rightful Heirs of the Covetiant of 
Grace ; nay a greater then jibraham is their 
Father, for they are horn not of Blood, nor 
of the Wall of the Flejh, nor of the WiU of 
Man, but of God. O that this glorious Truth 
may be impreiied upon our Minds in more 
durable Chara(!%ers than if written upon a- 
Rock with the Point oi a Diamond ! And 01 
(which is of the higheft Importance to us) 
that the Experience of it may be fealed up-' 
on our Hearts by the Spirit of the Living 
God! It 
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*vm^^ It is obfcrvable, that the fame Property, or 
^/^yv; Power, mz. to make us free, which i» 
afcribcd to Truth in Vcr, 32. of this Chap- 
ter, is afcribcd to the Son of God in that of 
theText, to evidence to us that Cbrift is what 
He declares himfclf to be, the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, not only as He has out- 
wardly revealed Truth to us, hut as He is 
within us that Principle of livingTruth which 
is the Power of God unto Salvation : And 
therefore thofe Expofitors who interpret 
thefe Words of Dodlrinal. Knowledge only,. 
kowever great their Names may be, have 
not entered into the full Senfe and Meaning 
of them J for People may have much Headr 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and right No- 
tions of Doctrines, and yet continue the Ser-. 
vants of Corruption. In vain Men boaftiof 
the Purity of their particular Church or. the 
the Truth of its Dodrines, whilft they con- 
tinue fpeculative Relievers only, and have 
not their Hearts purified by Faith, for tho* 
a Diftindion in point of Preference is due to 
one outward Communion of Cbrijiians. above 
others, yet fo long as they are not of the 
People of God, who worfliip the Father in 
Spirit and in Truth, and therefore have not 
Fellowfhip with the Father, nor with the 

:Son, 
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Son, whether they worftiip at Samaria or Skj^mom^ 
yerufaleniy whether they be of the Church .v^VNJ 
oi England or the Church of Scotland^ of 
the Church of Geneva or the Church of 
Romey'tA^ all one, for if any Man have not 
the Spirit of Cbrijl he is none of his ; he 
remains a Slave to his Sins or to his Ceremo-^ 
nies, to his Doctors or to his Dodrines, and 
ts no Free-man, for where the Spirit of the 
Lord is y there is Liberty^ and there only. 

When Pilate afk^d our Lord, What is 
^ruth ? we do not read that He made afiy 
Reply to his Queftion, as an Interrogatory' 
of that Importance feemed to' require: And 
what may we fuppofe to have been the Rea- 
foil of this Silence ? Why this— The Quef- 
tion was probably captious or curious in thfe 
Defign of the Propofer, and not offered for 
the fake of any real Inftrudtion ; and there- 
fore it is not to be thought that an Anfwer, 
tho' proceeding from the Oraclef of Truth, 
Would have had any good Effedt upon the 
Mind of fo ill difpofed a Querift : Hence it 
was that the Scribes and Pharifees, who 
Were prefent at fo many of our Lord's Di- 
trine Difcoiirfes, received no Benefit from 
thcni, they came with an infidious Defign 
to eatangle Him in his Talk, and therefore, 

P tho* 
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Sbii>!oh thfi' He fpake as never Man fpake, yet tbey 
f^y^Y^^^^^^^^y J^^i^^r wifer nor better for what 
they heard. 

Beware theo, my Brethren, bow yott 
entertain Prejudices againft the Truth, for 
where this is the Cafe tho' Chriji hincifelf, 
as in the Days of his Flefti, were your 
Preacher, you might not profit by Him ; 
for however k is of the Nature of Truth to 
fet us free, yet it dpes not fet us free from 
wilful Prejudices and determined Oppofi- 
tion to it, becaufe Truth can only operate 
WiJthin us, but this it cannot do if we ilop 
the Way and (hut the Door againft it ; and 
if it gain no Admittance into our Hearts 
that it may exert its Divine Energy thercy 
it can no^more help the Soul than Medicines 
CMJ the Body that does not receive them. Wc 
call the Scriptures the Word of God, inaf- 
^ m*uch as they teftiiy of Him who is the Liv- 
ungWord of God that abidethfor ever, and as 
they were fpoken and written by holy Men of 
old as they were moved by the Holy Choft ; 
if than we receive their Tcftimony, amJ the 
Truth which they are appointed to convey, 
in Demonftration of that fame Power 'and 
Infpiration by which they were given, they 
become really profitable for our Inftru^Qrt* 
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in Godlinefty-otherwifey Whether they be^*^^^^ 
preached or read, they areoftly Sounds zxAiy-s/^ 
Syllables, we hear the Voice of Man but 
not the Voice of God, we read Language 
and Propofitions and annex Our own Ideaa 
to them, but attain not to Divine Truth, 
for this lyeth not in the ConjedtureSv Ap- 
prehenfions, or invented Meanings which 
Man's Wifdom teacheth, but is of far more 
noble Extradlion even the Breath of the 
Power of God, and a pure Influence that 
floweth from the Glory of the Almighty, 
the Brightnefs of the everlafting Light, the 
undefilcd Mirrour of the Majefty of God, 
which entring into holy Souls makoth them 
the Friends of God and Pr^hets. This 
Jnfpiration of the Almighty giving Under- 
ftanding, is the only true Interpreter of 
Spiritual Things, the living Rule, the in- 
fallible Guide : ^he Words which Ifpeak un^ 
to yw^ fays our Lord, they are Spirit and 
(bfy are Life. And this may help us in a 
fort to eopceivc in what Senfe Chrifi^ as to 
his Divino Nature, is called the Word of 
God, -u/^j; « H^ is the full Energy of 
the Deity exerted and exprefled ia Operati- 
on and Ad- Thus He is the Word of God's 
Powar,. for OS He created all things^ fo He 

P 2 upholdetb . 
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SfitMOM uphoUeth all things by the W^rd of hisFt/Ooeri 
\jrs/s^ And He is the Word of God's Truth, *tlie 
uncreated Wifdom, the Fountain of lUtMiii- 
nation, and as fuch quick and powerful*to 
convince, to convert and to bring lis tut 4>f 
Darknefs into his marvellous Light. And -He 
is alfo the Word of God's Grace whichisii- 
ble to build us up, and to give us an Inbeft- 
tance among all them which are fanSiiJied.''^ 
I proceed to difcourfe briefly on the Nature 
of Chriflian Liberty in fome chief ParticQkfs 
wherein the Son of God doth fet us free. ^ 

And/r/?, He fetsusfree from our naturil 
Ignorance and Blindnefs with refpeft to t|ie 
things of God. 

In Man by Nature, we are told, dwell- 
eth no good thing, and confequently no 
faving Knowledge of God, but the only Be- 
gotten Son ivhich is in the Bofom of the Father 
He hath declared Him. Chrijf Jefus haUi 
been in all Ages of the World the Light of 
the World In Divine things, tho* under difi!?- 
rent Difpenfatlons of Clearnefs and ManSciT- 
tation J and He who to others in times paft 
was as a Light flbining in a dark Place, hath 
brought Life and Immortality to Light mBire 
abundantly thro' his Gofpel: But as it wias 
in theDays of Mofes that the /Egyptians were 

involved 
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involved in Darknefs, whilft the Children of Se^wo» 
Jfrael had Light in all their Dwellings; fo it(yo/NI 
is . no Wy Light is come into the ' Worlds but 
Men love Darknefi rather than Lights and 
fo are deprived of the Benefit of itj for out- 
i^rd Difcoveries of Truth till inwardly re- 
ceived, can no more profit than the 5un in 
die Firmament can give Sight to the Blind, 
but when thit fame God who commanded 
the. natural Light to Jhine out of Darknefs 
jkineth in our Hearts to give us the Light of 
the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face 
ofjefus Chrijl y then in. his Light we truly 
fee Light, and the two Witneffes agree toge- 
ther as Face ahfwereth to Face in a GlaTs. . 
The Difference of Judgment betwixt the 
Ipiritual and natural Man concerning Divine 
things lyes not in the rational Powers, or in 
the Acquirements of Learning, but in the 
different State and Condition of their Souls; 
tte one fees them by a heavenly, the other* 
feeks them by an earthly Li^ht, therefore, 
like the Horfes and Chariots of Fire at Do- 
thany what is clearly difcerned by the one, 
18 invifible to the other. How weak and 
ignorant was Nicodemus in his Conference 
with our Lord on the Subjeft of Regenera- 
tion ! And yet Nicodemus was a Mafter in 
' P 3 Jfrael. 
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SEi^yiov jjrael. What a fttrious Perfecator of G&/V/^ 
y^^ryr^tianity wai Paul before his Canvtt&onl 
' and yet Paul wa« a great Scholar. But 
when it pleafed the Lord to take away thfe 
Scales from their Eyes, and to open their 
Underftandings, \*hat they aiccounted FoU 
]y before, they iww efteemed the higheft 
Wifdom, and eould fay with the.Pfalmift, aff 
touching their fortoer Blindnefs, SofooliJH 
'mail and ignorant*^ even as aBeaJlbeforeT^hsei. 
And fo it is with the CbriJHan whofe Eye* 
the Lord hath opened to fee the wondrous 
things of bis Law, for then he can troly 
fay : ** This one thing I know, that whereas 
** I was blind, now I fee." He who befor& 
was ready to caft Stones at any that (hould 
tell him of his Weaknefs, Sin and Mifery, 
now fees of a Truth and readily confeffes, 
that he is of hinifelf poor, and wretched, and 
miferable, and blirtd, and naked. He who 
once thought it enough to fpeak refpedfully 
of Chrijl^ but felt no abfolute need of Him 
in his Soul, ijqw fees Him to. be his only 
Hope and onlyHelp^ and that in Him alone, 
as the only begotten of the Father full of 
Gr^e and Truth, lyes all his Wifdonn^, 
Righteoufnefs, San6tification and Redemp^f 
tion# He who in Times paft could fee no 

Harm 
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Harm, in^ the vain Plcafures^ Pa&^ticnes and ^tJfiJ^'* 
Amufements of a iinful World, but took ,/v^ 
Pleafure ki them and tbofc that folk>wed 
tbem, now fees that the End ofthefe things 
is Death, aod c^i only take Delight, in the 
Ways- and People of God. And laftly, he 
who was accaftomed to read the Scriptures 
only as la Hifldi^ or a Syftem of good mo* 
ral Rules and Precepts, the Vail being now 
taken away fp^m before his Eyes, he drica- 
vers therein the hidden Treafuresof Dmift 
Wifdonn, even the Wifdom • of God in a 
Myftery : they are no longer a Book fealed, 
but theLamh hath opened the Seals thereof; 
given him a right Und^rftanding in all need^ 
ful Truths and made him wife unto SoU 
yatiort. , - 

Bxxtfecondly : As the Son of God fets us 
free from all dangerous Ignordnce and Errdf 
in things pertaining to Godj jfo doth H'e 
like wife from the prevailing Power of Sih. 
When Adam fell from God, he fell under 
the Power of the Devil and his Angels 5 an4 
bad not the Son of God, by a miraculous 
Interpofition of Love, come to his Relief^ 
as the'Bruifer of the Serpent, to deftroy the 
Work of the Devil, even all that Sin had 
wrought to his Perdition, there could have 

P 4 been 
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S^»joN..bcen no Help. for hirii either m. the Height 
,t^<-y>jabove or in the Depith beneath -t^This^. is 
.fignified to us in the Parable of the*Travfil- 
ler that fSell anaong Thie?cs. In this aiiife^ 
rablc Spcftacle behold, O Man ! thy felf 
ipburtrayed : (for tiy Nature thou ftandeft in 
.the Image of fallen Adam^ and the Ima^e 
^f God is thy new Birth by Grace from Ihe 
{tcondiAdanii) thou art fallen amongThieries 
who have ftripped thee of thy Virgin Jn^. 
nocence, robbed thee of thy fair Garland. of 
PerfeSion, wounded thy Confcience and 
left thee half dcad> even deftitutc of that fpL- 
rittial and holy Life which was tliy Crowo 
of Glory and Immortality : Stop awhile and 
ijonfider here thy twofold Original by Nai- 
ture 5 firft, as thou cameft out of the Hai:ids 
of thy Creator, pure and fpotlefs as the An- 
gels, the Glory of the Creation, the Envy 
of Devils, and the Delight of God. Hov7 
bleflTtd was the Time when Man knew ho 
Sorrow ag he knew no Sin ; when a firce 
Commvinication was open betwrixt Heaven 
and Earth, and Angels were feen defcehding 
and afcending between the two. peaceful 
Kingdoms, nay when God himfelf conde- 
fpended to converfe with Man with the Fa^ 
miliarity of a Friend, 

But 
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M t i But ibon, alas I was this happy Scene ^^^J*r°^ 
xloM by that fatal Period when Sin entered j^/Sj 
into ?the Worldy and Death by Sin;. By 
ibis woful Apoftacy was brought abput in 
: the SouL that! fad'Reverfe from Purity to 
Pollution^ from Innocence to Guilt: The 
JPivine Image left forrowful her defiled 
Manfion-^ The Soul felt itfelf wounded with 
iho jpoifoned Dart of Sin — The Mind be* 
earner darkened and difordered in all its Fa« 
culties, the Judgment perverted, the Affec- 
tionS' mifplaced, and the Will inclined to 
Evil continually — ^The Body became befti- 
kl and . difeafed, fubjec^: . to Mortality and 
Corruption, and the whole Man, (the moft 
excellent Part of God's Workmanfhip) dit- 
figured and fpoiled, infomuch that he who 
was before a glorious Difplay and Temple 
. of the evec-blefled Trinity, became at once 
the Captive and Derifion of infulting Devils. 
Nay the whole Creation fympathized with 
Man in the f;;id Cataftrophe of the Fall— 
That ci^uable Temperature and Harmony 
in which confifted the permanent Health 
and Beauty, and the Perfediori of every 
Creature, withdrew; Difcord, the Parent 
of Diftemper and Decay, raged thro' all 
jbp Elements, and every Life of Nature felt 

Corrupt 
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^^^S^^ Corruption. So much indeed of Go€)d was 
O^-yv? teftas might fet forth the Wifdom and Pow-* 
tr of the Creator, fo much as might explain 
to Man the greater Good he had loft, bi* 
iabundantly fufficient of Evil tfook. plsk-fej 
thro' Lofs of that Good, to make Man fedi 
the wretched EfFefts of Sin, to ccmvinc* 
him of the Folly of his Choice, and to kad 
him back to God by Repentance : At- id 
dear a Price was bought the Knowledge 6f 
Good and Evil*, 

Behold here, O Man, thy fecond fad 
Original, and fee thyfelf in fallen Adarn^ 
and fallen Adam in thyfelf! Where noi^i* 
thy boafted Liberty, the Sufficiency of th;f 
Reafon, and that conceited Dignity of thy 
Nature which thou haft learned to prate 
of ? Why I tell thee from Authority no kfs 
than facred, that thou art born blind ; that 

* It may not be unfeafonable to remark here on the Error 
of moft Phyiico-Theologifts in fuppofing the prefent mun- 
dane Syftem to continue in its original State oF PerfefUon^ 
and who therefore ftretch their Invention to reconcile the 
Diforder and Evil that is in Nature with the infinite Wifdom 
jtnd Goodncfs of God, and to find out phyfical Ufes for the 
iame ; not confidering that the prefent Conftitution of Thtfi^d 
fsr in a mixt Condition of Good afid Evil, and that if. natural 
Evil in fome Inflances may ferve by its Counteradion to re- 
flrain or remedy the fame in others, yet that fuch a ncctf- 
fity of working lay not in God, but is the gracious EfFed of 
his overruling Power ; for that before the Curfe all things 
were very good, and only became otherw ifc for moral tJfej 
and Pttrpoies to Man. 

thou 



cftheSofiofGod^ ■ 219 

thou waft conceived in Sin, and art by Na* ^ermiA 

viir 
ture a Child of Wtath; and thatthbo may*ft v^vN* 

with y^i iay to Corruption, 2?*« ^/ tny 
Father ^^ and to the Wc^fn^ ffhou art mfM^ 
ther and m;^ Sijier: Nay thou art a difcafcd 
Leper all over, and from the Cro^ x>f the 
Head to the Sole of the Foot theref iauothiiig 
bm Wounds and • Bruifes and prttrifying 
Sores 5 thou art iifee^Vife by Cohdifion: 4 
Captive in the Hartdeof thy moft deadly Ene- 
mies, and there is but a Breath of Air be- 
twixt thy Soul and the Pitof HdL Stach 
is thy Genealogy and Slate by Nature^ But 
feel The* good 5^/w//W/^« is paffingby — 
He ftops — He feesf thee in thy fiJood*— He 
pities thy Diftrfefs ahd Poverty, ahd conies ti ^ 
thy Relief— He offers ^thce '*? Gold tried th 
*• theFirethat thou mapyeft be rich,«nd white 
** Rayment that thoo rnayeft be cforfthcd,arid 
'^ that the Shame of thy Nakednefs do not 
*^ appear^ and bids thee to anoint thine Eyes 
*' with his Eye-falve that thou n&ayeft fee.'^* 
In a word. He is come to pay tlhy Ranfom 
and to loofe the captive Chain, to do away 
thy Sin, and to heal thine Infirmities', and to 
give Power to as many as will receive Him 
to become the Sons of God: But for a 
Word of Doftrine upon the Point. 

4 The 
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^yiir -^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ us free from the 
p4J?^ prevailing Power of Sin by the Spirit of 
Grace and Sandification in the Hearts of 
]^elievers:^y^r ijohere the Spirit of the Lord 
is there is Liberty in this refpedt aifo. Let 
it be reipcmbered, that I fpeak here of Frec-^ 
dom.froov. the prevailing Power of Sin> and 
npt;of fiftlefs Perfection : and this Diftindlioft 
ought %o be well . retained.. Whatever is 
contrary . to the Purity and Holinefs of the 
Pivine, Natjire has in it the Nature of Sin, 
an^fonjgthijogof this remains even in the 
(Children of the Regeneration during their 
ilay.Jn th?fe earthly Tabernacles ; and there-p 
ibre it is that wp hear even the Apofllecom-^ 
plainjngjOf indwelling Sip : And yet this well 
confifts with thofe Words. of St. Johuy Who^ 
foever is Morn of God doth not commit Sin, for 
hif-(\.e* God's) Seed remaineth in him. The 
regcMrate Chrijiian (taking his Name froin 
his. better Part) finneth not in that Divine 
Nature pf which he is made Partaker, for 
the incorruptible Seed, which is Chriji iq 
bim the Hope of Glory, qannot fin. But 
the Law in his Members, that Seed of thie 
Serpent which warreth againft the Seed of 
the Woman in his mortal evil Nature (for 
they are contrary the gne to the other) is daily 

fighting 
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he can fay with St. Paul ; Tf\I db -fi^^f 'I{ys^^ 
would not y it is no more I that do it/bttt 
Sin that dwelletb in me : Now he that caln 
fay this, is no longer the Servant of Sin to 
obey it in the Lufts thereof; tho* it be hfs 
Adverfary to mbleft him and cxercife hrs- 
Vigilance • artd prove his Cohftaricy, it is 
not his Lord to excrcife Dominion over 
him, for he hates and ftrives agaihft' it* 
being then mortified in* his Will and Af- 
fcdions to it, how can he who is thus dead 
to Sin live any longer therein ? the Chrijli^ 
an then, tho' affaulted, arid that almoft cori-* 
tinually, by the Corruptions' 'of his Nature 
and by the infernal Malice and Power *df 
evil Spirits, for we wrejik not only again/l 
Ftejh and Bloody but againji Principalities^ tf- 
gainji Power Sy againft the Kuk^s of the Dark^ 
nejs of this Worlds ^gainji Spiritual Wicked^ 
nefs in high Places-, yet in all thefe things 
he is moi*e than Conqueror thro' Him that 
Idveth him, fof the Lord, whofc ht is, 
and whom he ferves, hath provided him 
with Armour, inftrudled him in the Ufe of 
it> and giVcth him Vidory in the Battle. 

jT^^/W/y, The Son of God fets us free 

fron):the Bondage and Condemnation of the 

I Law. 
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^Ym^ LftW. The . Law is generally conCiderQd 
^^^rv>y only as an outward Djrc6:ory or Syftem of 
Duties, and not as likewife fhadowing out 
a Condition of the Sjoul in its way to CS)rifi}\ 
but herein it is not without its Spiritual 
Meaning and Reference. As the Servitude- 
of the Ifraelites in Mgypt figures to us Man's 
fpiritual Bondage by Nature, whereby be? 
is tied and bound with the Chains of inbred 
Sin and Corruption, fb the Maledictions and 
Condemnation of the Law reprefent to us 
that Sentence of Death in Himfelf which 
every Sinner feels upon the Law being fent 
home to his Heart with a convincing Power 
by the Spirit of God, filling his Confcicncc 
with dreadful Apprehenfions of the Puniifh- 
ment due to Sin, and reprefenting God a§ a 
confuming Fire taking Vengeance of all 
Ungodlinefs, Thefe flavifli Fears the trou- 
bled Soul oft-times continues under for a 
long Seafon, the Remembrance of its Sins 
being grievous unto it, and the Burthen of 
thfem intolerable ; and in this Wilderoefi 
State of Doubts and Fears, furrounded with 
Dangers and Enemies on every Side, it tra- 
vels as did thQ Ifraelites in the Defert till. 
the typical ilf^^ delivered them up to ;he ty- ^ 
pical J(i/tua to C9nduft then^ into the pro-^* 

mifcd 
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mifed Land: Thus the Law maketh nothing ^^,jj}?^' 
perfed, neither can it give Reft to the wound- \y^^^^ 
ed Cqnfcience ; This muft be the Work of 
Jefus our Spiritual Jojhudy to whom we are 
invited to come in Faith, that He may free 
us from this Bondage alfo, give us Reft in 
Himfelf, and guide our Feet in the way of 
Peace, according to that his gracious Pro-i 
mife, Come -unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden ^ and 1 will give you reft. 

But having confidered this Point more 
largely in another Place, 

I ^vocttA fourthly to obferve. That the ^ 
Son of God fets us free from the Slavery of 
the World, that great Tyrant which keeps 
fo many Millions of Souls in Bondage, 

We hear much Talk of Liberty, and fe? 
great Fears and Jealouiies employed about 
it: and indeed, my Brethren, Liberty is a 
precious thing and well worth the Care and 
Pains of preferving; but yet how many a- . 
mong thofe who make fuch a Stir about it , 
continue willingly the Servants of Corrupt!- , 
oh! what Man is he that goeth on to en- ; 
large his Delires as Hell, that he may add 
Ilqufe toHoufe and Land to Land^ and fet. 
hisNeft on high ? What Woman is that who 
wearfeth herfelf for very Vanity, that fhe- 

may 
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^vjir^** may be as fine as fafhionable as her Neigfi-i' 
V/^Y^o bours, and prideth herfdf in that which isf 
no better than the Badge of her Shame ? 
Who are all they that hafte to rife up eaHy 
and late take Reft, eating the Bread of Care- 
fallnefs with fuch Diftruft and Anxiety a- 
bout the Srfpplies of Life as if there were no 
God in Ifrael that careth for his Children ? 
Thefe may call themfelves Chriftiam and' 
free, . but I tell you of a Truth, that all they 
who fo mind earthly things are lefs than 
virtuous contented Heathens, and greatef- 
Slaves than the meaneft Hewers of Wood 
and Drawers of Water \ they are Vaflals to 
their own unreafonabic and foolifli Paflion§, 
and Drudges to a fhort Life which the very 
Fowls of the Air pafs with lefs Wretchednefe 
and Difquiet. But when the Son of Gk)d 
hath ftablifhed our Hearts with his free Spi- 
rit, we are delivered from the' Hands of 
thefe Lords and Tajfk-mafters which have 
exercifed fuch tyrannous Rule over us, we 
know that He in whom vire truft both for . 
Soul and Body is a faithful Creator, and 
therefore have learned to caft all our Care 
upon Him who careth for us. 

Another Bondage which comes under 
this Head is the Fear of Man in things 

per- 
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perjeiqing to Cod. This has feVcr beenSE&MOM 
a Hindrance and Sijarc to many Peribns (^^,ry\^ 
iBven x)f Good Will in tkeir religious Pro^ 
gtefs, they fear to honour God in th^MT* 
Lives, ;^ they oughts leA th$ Lord ihQul4 
ke^ them back frorti the Honour thait 
Cometh x>f M^ 1 Biit when tbC: Son haa 
inade as ivt^^ his Spirit fortifies the Spid 
againft all Oppofition^ and makes the Man 
of God valiant for the Truth | and Jjiere if* 
we prove faithful to the Grace given us^ 
\vp have nothing to fear> but (hall h« car* 
ried fafe thro' Shame and Sailings o^ 
every kindj for He that rideth on the 
White Horfc is our Leader and Defender) 
and *' He hath a Bow to Wouiid his Ad* 
" vfiriaries, and a Ccown to give his YpXt 
'^ lowers, and he goeth forth conquering 
*' and to eonqqer^'V 

The laft Thing in which I fhaUrinilanc* 
asthe Cbrijiiaris Gift and Privilege, !is a Free-^ 
dom to Righteoufnefs, 

The heavy Bondage of the firft Covc^ 
tiant or Legal Difperffation given by Mofei 
^nd typified by Ragar and Ifinatly confifted 
not, as it is underftood by many, in the 
Number arid Slavery of its Rites anrirCe- • 

<^ • iiemomeij 
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S"MpN rcmonies, but chiefly as it required of Man 
•^-y^a perfefl: Rcftitudc of Life without nii- 
niftring Strength for the Work, like as t|^e 
Mgyptian Tafk-mafters exafted of the 1^- 
brews the full Tale of Brick without giviqg 
them Straw: Nor indeed is it in the Na-»- 
ture of an outward Law to give inWard 
Power for Obedience : This muft come 
from another Source, and fallen Man cin 
only fulfil the Law of God by virtue of tne 
Law of the Spirit of Life, giving both Will 
and Strength for Performance : And there- 
fore as Obedience could not be paid to' the 
Law by Man, fo neither could Juflific^- 
tion be attained to by it: This cometh py 
our New Creation in Chrtjl Jefus, \yhidb is 
that Grace of God which bringeth Salva- 
tion, and whereby we are made a willijbg 
People in the Day of his Power, to vvjijlk 
in the Obedience of Faith, and " to oi@Ser 
*' up fpiritual Sacrifices acceptable ta God 
'' by yfus Chrijir Hereby the Vriu^of 
God (which Is our Sandification) is ^yrqught 
in us, and Works of Righteoufnefs (inc 
EfFed: of a juftifying Faith) are brqught 
forth by us. In a words herebj^ :^11 
.Things obtain their proper Order a^ 
• Courfe;, The Tree is made good, a^d 

there- 
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therefore the Fruit is good alfo ; Duties ^^r^^^ 
have their Foundation in Graces, and the^(>^/SJ 
Service of God is perfed: Freedom. We 
tlierefore greatly diflionour as well as mif- 
take the Nature of Chrijiianity^ when we 
reprefent it to ourfelves or others as cdnfift- 
ing in conftrained Afts of Duty and out- 
ward Worfhip, in a fet Behaviour, a forced 
Converfation on religious Subjedls, in talk- 
ing much of Chriji^ or fpeaking Scripture 
Language: for Labour and Study to do 
thefe Things fhews that we are not yet 
brought into Chrijlian Liberty, which is, a 
Freedom to Righteoufnefs and to a Life iand 
and Converfation becoming the Gofpel of 
Chriji. It is then we can truly fay, that 
hi^ Yoke is eafy and his Burden light, 'arid 
jhal the Ways of his Religion are Way i of 
Pieafantnefs, and that all its Paths are 
Peace ; for in Ne wnefs of Spirit Newnefi 
61f 'Life is natural^ and therefore eiify, and 
'with Delight we run the Way of his • 
CorhmandmentsAvhen hehath fet our Hearts 
at' Liberty. ',' . . 

"fiiit here Iqt it be obferved by way of Cap- 
tion to him who is called to be the Lord's 
!f^ree-man, that he be not high minded but 
' fear. Is he brought into Liberty? I^et 

Qjj him 
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^e»Mow biBcj rejoycc in his Liberty with an hnmble 
^^/^Y^and thankful Heart, and have the tendercft 
Cogipaffion on them that are in Bonds/ 
even under the Law to Cbrift^ not prefum-' 
ipg to defpife the Day of fmall Things W 
others, but condeibending to Men of low 
Eiiate, and beaf iag their Burdens as a Ffel-' 
Iciw-helper with tliem in their Weakneft 5 
remembering that if he differeth from ano- 
Jher, he hath nothing but what he bath 
deceived as a free Gift, and therefore ought 
nbt to glory as if he had not received it : 
feejfides, God is the Judge, and He putteth 

idwn one and fettcth up another Again j 

Let him ufe his Liberty with Modetatfoii 
and Prudence both towards them that are 
without and them that are within ; for tho^ 
ill Things of an indifferent Nature be law- 
ful to him, yet all Things are not expedWnt: 
Cbriftian Liberty ought to fubjcdl itfelf to 
the Law of Charitv, and never be ufbd 
'where' it may give Offence to out \Veak 
brethren. •' '■'" 

'. I Ihall ronclnde with the mehtiori' of 
fome few Particulars, wherein the Son of 
;tJod hath not fet us free, to prevelit f6'rhc 
fatai Miftakcs concerning the Nature^ 'of 
Ch-ijliajt Liberty, And 
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Tirfi^ He ^th jcK)t , rekafed us from s«rmo« 
Ql?ediej«:e gnd . Stibje<^n to tJ»e. ^^vll Y^^ 
PpVJ^crs, l?at oa die. contrary QWiged us 
by Precept ^nd his owo Example tp ,obpy 
them that are ip Authcxrity and. have JSlujfe 
iQyer u§, as well for Confcience fake a^ bq- 
cawfe they.are .Mipifters.of Qpd.to u^ibc 
gopd^ either in the way of Prote<^on, pr/ 
C^prredtion. 

. Secondly y I^e has ngt fct qs free from 
f:,onforming to the Rules ,^aQd Orders, qf 
that Spciety of Cbrijliam with whom we 
a^re. in Communion, provided fuch Rules' and 
0;;ders do not reftrain us from bripging 
Glory to God, by promoting the ipiritual 
.Welfare of our Neigh bpijr, ijpr^y Ways 
]^ip.der our own Advancenjxent in Qodlip^fs^ 
for in thqfeThingf one h ovur^jyiafler^ ^vfn 
.and no other. ; ;:. { 

thirdly ^ lie .has not .taken away, or ^ 

jP^ck^ned our Obligations to any xporal. or 
jiel^tive Duty ; foi: thefe are bound uppp 
us by a Law that arltereth not ; and there- 
-^Qx^ Antinomi^ri PoSrine is hera Anticri- 
^jan pQ&^in^}, tho' there is the kfs Oc- 
^ca^oi? for Caution jq this Particular, as one ' 
^igreaf Paf t (i£ CkriJiianLihtviy ^pnfifts in - 
0^3 render* 
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^vjir**' rendering the Pradticc of thefc Duties our 
\/rY\^{Kt Choice and willing ServicQ. 

Laftly, The Son of God does not fet us 
free from Afflidlions, Crofles and Temp- 
tations; for thefe prove the Cbrijiian^s 
Fidelity, exercife his Graces, and perfed: 
him in the School of Cbrift. But in all 
Things wherein we are entangled and held 
to the Damage of our Souls and to the 
endangering of our Salvation, if we 
wait faithfully and patiendy, upon the 
Lord, He will deliver us ; and if in thefe 
Things the Son fhall make us free we 
Ihall be free indeed. Hath He then cal- 
led us out of Darknefs into his niarvel- 
lous Light? Let us walk as Children of 
the Light and of the Day. Hath He 
refcued us from the Power of Sin and 
Satan to bring us into the glorious Li- 
berty of the Sons of God ? Let us ftand 
faft in the Liberty wherewith Chrijl hath 
made us free, and not be intangled agairi 
with the Yoke of Bondage. 

Now to Him who hath vifited and re^ 
deemed his Peopky that nve being de^ 
liver ed out of the Hands of our Ene- 
mies may ferve Him tvitbout Fear, in 

Holinefs 
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Solmefi^^d^Righteoiifnefs.bef^ Him Sbrmow 
all the Days of oiir'Lifey be afcriied ^y-^^/^j 
all Homur and Glory of us and all the 
Ifrael &f^ God^ now and for evermore . 
Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 

Myftery, * > 
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TA^ Myftery wbtcb bfitb been hid from J^s • 
and from Generations ^ but no'iv is miid$> 
manifeji to bis Saints. ^ i 

■•/. j 
SinMON \^7ITHOUT Controverfy, fays tKe^^ 
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i^rsT^ w w iame Apoftle, ** Great is the My^»i 
^* ftery of Gpdlinefs, God was* 
" manifeft w the FJefli/' And St, P^ter^ . . 
fpeaking qf the Riches Of Divine Gr«b'> 
and Love difplay$d in our Redemptiori>b)f > 
Jefus Cbriji^ and preached by^the Powejdafn 
the Holy, Ghoft,- adds, ^V.which ■■ Thhxgv: 
^^ the Angels defire to Wok into." ,101^31 
plying, that the Work &ad:!Pwcef$ ofMi^mot 
Salvation, as related in tho Gofpcl ;and qaroi^ 
rii^d en in the SouU- of the; Faithful, aferdsA 
Matter of Wonder and Aftooifhmijnttiaqi 
thofe bleffed Beings (Ito^Uiel? fgeVjer.ftffi^ 

more 
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0jo«t nearly cohceriiea fccm to bdaficftpd by Sbrmom 
it) who excited by a Hqly Curiofity defffc ^^^^^^Nl 
igr pry into this Mjrftqry pf Compaffion an4 
Mercy, that they may^ he furniih^d with a 
frefh Theme for the Praife of the Divine 
Goodnefs* But the Holy -^ngels, tho' cm- 
ployed on majiy Opcafipps an4.Mei^e^;C9^ 
lating to this Wonder of Love \ tho* they 
jntereft themfelves fo niuch in the Happi- 
pinefs of Men, as to rqoice at their Con- 
verfitonj and are appointed to ' be* thtir 
Guardians and Proteftors ' tjnd$f <jck!, to 
minifter to the Heirs. of Salvation'; yet as 
Chrifl took not on Him the Nature of An- 
gels, but the Nature of Mtfn,' fo tKfey^ai]^ 
not ' experience that Grace of G'od «4iiA . v 
bringeth Salvation, as they db riot need it, 
nor pehetfater into theMyilerieS «f a Faith 
which is neithferfuited to* their Nature nor 
Occafions ; But yet they kilbw enough ot 
the Love o(Cbfift for'Manklnd to'give Gloi. 
ry to God on High for Vetch itftbred on 
Earth, and for futh ' aitt^aihg good WiH 
towariii Men as k now mariifeftid* in the 
gracioug and Wofldetftil OcdOfloftfy of riieil: 
Redemption: IFhe" Myft^ff then here 
fpoken of is thd Whole of Man^^s ^tdttcx^:- 
tion of fweded^tef 'thpOofperDifjWfif^^^ 
^- ■ and 
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8f j^ov and the chief Bufinefs at prefent will be to 
^-y^ibew, 

Firfi^ In what Senfe it was a hidden My^ 
ftery before the Time of. this Revelation ; 
and 

• Secondly^ How and to whom it is now 

made manifeft. 

That Cbrijl a Saviour was promifed to 
jidam and Eve by God Himfelf under the 
Charafter of the Seed of the Woman that 
ihould bruife the Serpent's Head, we read 
G^.iii. That this comfortable Do<arine 
was tranfmitted to their Pofterity, and that 
Setiby Enoch y and Noah were Preachers of 
Righfeoufnefs in the Spirit of Chriji is not 
to be doubted; for *' by Faith iVi?^i&, being 
** warned of God of Things not feen as yet, 
/^ prepared the Ark to the faving of his 
*^ Houfe/' But what other Faith was this 
than Faith in that Redeemer, of which the 
Ark was a Type, and who fhould fave his 
People from their Sins ? 

Abraham foon after the Flood had, ac- 
cording to the Teftimony of Chriji him- 
felf, very clear Difcoveries of. Him; nay 
fo eminent was his Faith, that he is ftylcd 
the Father of the Faithful : And among 

his 



and revealed Myftery. 235 

l)i& near Defcendeots . were feme remarkr 5?^moii 
able Types of the Meffiah, as IfaaCy Jacobs LO/\> 
and Jofeph. If we come lower down tp 
the giving bi the Law by Mofes^ the Pre- 
dictions and Refemblances of the Saviour, 
in his Perfon and Offices, thicken upon us, 
the Law being in almoft all its Mifiiftra- 
tions and Services a School-mafter to lead 
its Difciples to Chrifti accordingly, all its 
Sacrifices and Offerings, and the very Struc- 
ture and Furniture of the Tabernacle, a; 
Jikewife thofe of the Temple afterwards, 
were PrefiguAtions of this kind : Nay the 
jniraculous Food and Water mjniflred to 
the Ifraelites in the Wildernefs, their extra- 
ordipary Deliverances and lignal.Viiftories, 
together with the mofl illuflrious and beft 
of their Heroes, Judges, and Kings are con- 
sidered, many of them by the infpired 
Writers, in th^ir feveral Defignations and 
Characters, as fo many Leflbns of Inflruc- 
tion to teach both them and us what Chrijl 
was to be, do, or fufFer, in the Fullnefs of 
Time, for the -5^tfW of God. 

:TJiefe things being fo, we are not to un- 
^erftand..l:)y the Wi>rds of the Text, that 
t\it Myflery of Qofpel Salivation was fb hid 
,befo.re th?/ Cpmipg of Chrifi in the Fleih, 
• ■_ as 
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Sermon as to bc cntirdjr unknown, for that tvas 
\y^yfSsi ^^^^ *^^ ^afc \ but onljr that it was fhaded 
under obfcure and diftant Refemblancesi 
and rcprefented in Types and AUegoriefe 
then little underftood by the Generality. 
The Jewsy it is true, had the Writings bf 
Mofes arid the Prophets, and thefc weft 
read every Sabbath Day to the People, yet 
fo great was their Biindnefs at the Tinofe of 
our Lord's perfbnal Appearance artion^ 
them, that they knew not Him wht) was 
the Sum and Subftance of their Scrrpttrrfts; 
nay, argued againft hisMiffion and Chara(!feftr 
from thofe very Writings which in fo rtritny 
Places exprtfsly teftified of Him : The 
Reafon was this 5 their Hearts were carnal, 
and confequently their tJnderftanding aHcy, 
and therefore they erred, not knowing-the 
Scriptures : Hence Chriji's humble Appear- 
ance in the Flefli was a hidden Myftery to 
thofe whofe Minds were fet upon Variifjr, 
artd who had pidured the Mefliah on^ thri¥ 
fond Imaginations in the Likenefs of earthfy 
Majefty ; and hence it was that the Wc*di 
which He fpake, and the Works Whic*i 
He did, the Sufferings He underwent,*^ ind 
the Nature of that Kingdom whicfe^iffc 
came to e'r^ft/^ere ill liidden Myftetfefe i6 
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tlign) ; . But tji^o' it was thu« with the great- ^^j^^" 
er P^J of the jiiwj, , yet it was not fo with vVNJ 
^Ssf we read of &tmem and Jbma and 
o^ljer ipiritual Perfons that looked for Re- 
demption in Jeru/iiJlem at that Time; and 
are given. itounderiland by this ^nd other 
Pi:9ofs, in Scripture, that . our gracious and 
goo|i5i,Gpd 9cv5er fufFer^d his Truth entirely, 
to fail on. Earth,: never left Himfelf with*?^ 
out Witnefs in the Hearts of fome choieII^ 
Veflels, even in Times of- the greatcft 
£)^rki^efs and Apoftacy, to jteftify of that 
pr^ce of God which bringeth Salvation^^ 
aiidi to warn a carcjefs Wor]d tp flee frpuGt 
tl^p Wrath to foiper.And therciforc the? 
Myjftery of Gpc^Hnefs faid her^ ^g.be hidden 
from Ages and Qqperationsx does aotmean 
a to)^ . CQOcealrn?nt pf it>: bpt ouc^ cona^ 
parativielyr fo wi^i* reip^dt to that greater 
Pfgn^^ c^ C^learneisrin whidi Lif^^ Im«^ 
»5#|aJ^y h^isq*^ to Light by 

^^jfiofpclj, j^cfiordiflg to thofc. Words of 
tb««l)Wn^iAlK?(^efc.,/ Extent 

PCrufWs.Myl^ry«r/*/W^^ Ij^EphctiiL 

*?. ; ptj^B A®fe5^ ; wsts tHo^ Rwde Iciiown unto 5' 
l^^thftj^ 9i^ft^a,:as.i£'is; now revealedl 
M4ifM9!^^icl)9}^ ^l^^ Pfophetsby^ 

.■:i * But 
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Sb^on But if it was thus with ih^ Jews ^ iKzt 
tjTi/^ moft favoured People ^ if Darknefs was fb 
upon the Face of the Deep, with reigard 
to the Difpenfatioa they were under, that 
they could hardly penetrate the vencralile 
Obfcurity in which the Myftery of their 
Salvation wis wrapped up ; what (hall we 
fay of the Heathen World ? What, 'but 
that their Night was dark, and that their 
Lamp was dim indeed ? The former had 
Mofes and th6 Prophets for their Guides^ 
fignificant Figures and Emblems, and A^^ 
ny inftruftive Miracles and Providences^^tp 
ferve as the Moon to give them Light in 
the Night Seafon, and to refledt, tho'^witn' 
a fainter Beam, the Glory of that Sun of 
Righteoufnefs which was haflehing 4us 
Courfe to rife upon them with Healing" in 
his Wings. But with the Latter it wias 
far other wife, for even the. Light of'thisf 
friendly Satellite was with-hcld from their 
Hemifphere : To thefe was appointed via 
Mofes to condudl them thro' the Wildcrnei^ 
no typical Jo/hua to lead them into Canaan^ 
no Form of Worfhip by Divine Inftitiitibn 
to give them myftic Patterns and Reprefeh- 
tations of heavenly Things, and no gobdly 
Fellowship of Prophets to direit their View 

thro^ 



\ 
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thro' Shadows and Figures to fubftantial Sbrm on 
anc( fpiritual Verities 5 and therefore the ^yJ^NJ 
great Myftery of Gbdlinefs, God mahifeft '^ 

Fn^ilie Flefh to^deftroy the Works of the 
Dcvil^ was to them a hidden Myftery iri- 
(ieied, and the Diairknefs of their i)6fpenfa- 
dofi compared to thgit of the Jews is repre-^ 
fented By the Shadow of Death. But fhall 
we here leave them as deftitute of all Hope, 
^s cut off from all Fellowfhip in the My- 
ftery of Grace and Salvation, and without 
any Ray or glinimering of Light to direft 
their Steps thro* the gloomy Vale to the 
tmkiiown God of Mercy? — -We are not 
warranted fo to do, for he that made the 
greater Light to rule the Day, an4 the lefler 
Light to rule the Night, made the Stars 
alio: The fame Lord whofe Mercies are 
over all his Works, and who' hath declared 
fijmfelf to be the God, not of the Jews 
only,' but bi i\it Gentiles alfo, left ndt.Him-* 
lelf without Witnefs among the latter, for 
Jno'^ He gave them not the Volume of the 
Book wherein the facred Truths of our Re- 
ligion, are recor4ed, yet He left open to 
tnerti the Volume of Nature in which they 
mjght underftand the invifible Things of 
God, even his eternal Power and Godhead, 
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SfiRMoM by the Things that zs^ tBade. in this vty^ 

s^^yfs^ ilru<9ive Book are written maBj^ gracaad 

gbrious Truths relating both to ow \Am^ 

pocial and eternal State;. nor is k bffir^ 

to conceive hpw even the Vegetation !b&4r 

Grain of Corn, by which the Apoftfe ^ 

aptly illufir^tcs th« ReTarrreAtoBof the Be^ 

4yi might pofTibly lead the attentive «od 

pious Obferver Co the Knowledge -of thlt 

I>o<3:rine : Nay, highly credible it is, d^at 

the whole vifible Creation bear-s Witnefs to 

the Divinity of that eternal Word which 

gave it Being ^, holding out to us in that 

Analogy which fubfifts between Thingsn^ 

tural and divine many fignificant Eiiiblemj 

of redeeming Love -f . But ftill it rooft be 

confei^, land that with the moft profoond 

Gratitude on our Part for the gracious 

Pifcovery, that moH; of the important 

Points relating to our Redemption are on^ 

ly attainable by Revelation, particularly^ 

that wonderful Inftance of Divine. Love, 

• In t^o tnundo /acr/ 7r/»//<«/— a Trinity fliincs thro' all 
Kature-^is a Maxim 2,{zx\httV^Zorcufi4r^tFtr/U^^ iScb 
his Fragments by Le CJerc, 

t Thofe Words df the Apoftle wkfcw, fpeaking df tht 
Gofpcl, ht fay«, Which 'wa* prta^hed to evfry OmHiOrt 
fiMcb is under Heaven^ if literally tranflated, wi]2 fun 
thus, ** Which WJM prcAchcdin every Cl-eatiomSn** H«i- 
*• ven.'* CpJajr.lfs. 

3 the 
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die locarnatioii of the Son of God by aSB^Mon 
¥irgia: This being contrary to the Order j^/^y^j 
of Nature, could not be learned in Nature: 
The wifeft among Men could not be led to 
the Knowledge of this wonderful Nativity 
by any leis Light than that of a miraculous 
Star. This was a Myftery hidden from all 
Ages and Gencraticwis of the Gentile World % 
k was a Knowledge too wonderful and ex- 
cellent for them> they could not attain un-^ 
to it. But yet as they were not left defti- 
tute of ail outward Light, fmall as it was^ 
ib neither were they without an inward 
Teacher; and indeed without fuch a one 
to fend Truth home to our Hearts with a 
pralSdcal Influence^ all that we gather by 
the help of Reafon, either from Books or 
Obfervations on Nature, are no better than 
ihadoyiry Rcpreftntations of Truth, and 
like thofe deluiive Images that float in the 
Braia rf him .*• who dreameth that he 
^\eateth, and behold, when he awaketh, 
•* his Soul is empty." Now that 'Jefm 
Cbrifir aa> that Truth and Grace of God 
^tb^t^ bringeth Salvation, hath communicated 
Hiorifetf' in a meafure to all the Children 
bJFJVjipn; tbaP6flib of Salvation, is a 
Truth founded on Gofpel Teflimony, and 
'* •' R anfwers 
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SfPMON anA^'ers well to that friendly Cbaradler 

iy^Y\^ given to Him, the glorious Son of Ri^te- 

pufnefs, as that Light which, lighteth every 

Man that cometh into the World. -HJ^-^^is 

the compafl5onate Voice of Qod calling put 

in every Heart, as aforetime to jddamyu ainl 

ikying, O Sinner, Where art thou? VJv^at 

haft thou done ! O how great is thy Mii(€- 

ryl He calleth them to Judgment at the 

Bar of Confcience, that they may be. j^our 

vinced of Sin, and ftand Self-condemned for » 

it J and then He calleth to them in a VpiQe 

. of Mergy, Pardon and Grace— V* Come 

** unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 

*' lade 1, and I will give you Reft." Indeed 

He telleth not his Name to all, as He told 

Gcnxxxii-it not to Jacoi when he bleff^d him : But 

if they come to Him as the Light and 

Love, as the Grace and Peace of God, 

He will give them to partake in the BJef- 

fednefs of his Nature ; for He " who difd 

I johnii. " ^^^ ^^^>" ^"^ ^^ became a fufficient '* Prc- 

2- *' pitiation, not for our Sins only, but alfo 

*' for the Sins of the whole World/' ;ts 

loving and gracious to all tliat call upon 

Him: And to the End that we might ixJlr 

ther doubt of the Extent of his Mercy, ntk 

yet of the high Privilege of . BdieverSj^ Kte 

hath 
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Kath declared Himfelf '' the Saviour of all SEjMoif 
'^'Men/tjut cfpecially of thofe that be-t>VNJ 
** lieve/' To the Former, viz. to theiTim.iv. 
G^tikSy who are obedient to the heavenly *°' 
Call^ He is tlie Wifdom and Goodnefs of 
God in a hidden Myftery ; to the latter He 
is the Revelation of the Myftery, as is fully 
declared in the Veirfe of the Text in Con- 
nexion with that which follows. "The 
•^Myftery which hath been hid from 
" Ages and from Generations, but now is 
** i&ade manifeft to his Saints 5 to whom 
^^ God would make known what is the 
^ Riches of the Glory of tliis Myftery 
** iniong ♦ the Gentiles, which is Cbriji in 
*^ you the Hope df Glory/' 

Shall we then fay, That all who have 
not heard the Sbund of the precious Gbfpel 
C^ Cbriji With the outward Ear, nor received 
it in the Way 6f Man's Miniftry, have nei-" 
ther Lot nor Part in this Matter? Let it 

'^ It will be difficolt to afilgn a fufficicnt ReaToa why/ . 
the Gt^ek fliould be tranflated here among the Gentiles and 
not in the Gentiles, feeing that the Prepofition « has* the 
fame Power befo(rQ*'£6»£^iy [Gentiles] a$ before v^ [you] 
i;a the. following Part of the Sentence; and as an inward 
Chfi/f xi'petdXaxt^, of in both Plaees^ in The^ as the hidden 
Power, oi^ Gpd to the Poffibility of their, Salvation ; in Tou 
ai8 manifefled to be that Foundation whereon is built your 
HopcVfimmbftal Glory.. * " 

R2 not 
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Sermon 0ot be fo faid ; for then muft wc ^y, thit 
j^^-yi^the precious Blood of Qbriji bfcs txiptt 
than Half its Virtue ; that by this drcfsuifiii 
Limitation by far the greater Part of Sin* 
ners was decreed to perifh/ apd that Judg-' 
meat hath triumphed over Mercy — ^Thc^i 
muft we fay, that Grace hath not abounded, 
as much as Sin, and that the Second Adam 

hath done lefs for the Salvation of the hu- 

. .. y 

man Race than the ¥\tik Adam Aid iov it^^ 
Deftrudlion; and laftly, we muft fiiy, ia 
fiat Contradiction to the Scriptures, '.that 
tho* by the Offence of the latter Ju^meat 
came upon all Men to G>ndemnationy yet 
by the Righteoufnefs of the Former the 
free Gift came not upon all Men unto Juf^ 
tification of Life. 

. But how can the free Gift belong tp 
thofe that know it not ? Be it anfweir^d j 
as Salvation does to Infants who have the 
Grace tho' they want the Underftanding of 
it: So they ftand in the 6race of G&r^tho' 
they know not Him thro' whom it corn- 
ed. By this they are led to the one ^up 
John »v. (5od and Father of all, for '' no Man cbm- 
'. « cth unto the Father but by the Son:" 
And their Works done in this Grace arc 
accepted of the Father in the Beloved^ as 
2 were 



\ 
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wer? the Pr^y^rs and Altns oi Cornelius the ^^J^^'' 
Gentile before he had the Gofpol preached (>V>J 
%io him; fdjr ih this way alone, ^iz. thro* 
t^riji, he that feareth God in every Nft- 
tiph, and worketh Righteoufnefs, is ac- 
ir^ted of Hitn ; ^'neither is there Salvatiotf^as ir. 
i' in any other, for there is none dthtti^. 
^\ Name under Heaven given among Men 
"^^ whereby we muft be faved/' Let not 
m^ii the Children of l^aith boafl themfelves, 
l^ufe rf their high Privilege, againft the 
Children of Mercy who have not attained 
fo dieir Faith, for tho' the latter on Ac- 
ippunf of their Inferiority be eftcemed but as 
tipp^ if compared to thofe who fit down 
to'^eat wiA their Lord, yet they feed on 
the' Crumbs that fall from his Table j nay, 
if they are faithful to the one Talent given 
thelth. He will. own them for his Shcep^jolmx.i6, 
iKo*^ of another Fold; tfieir Faith in the 
one true God, ihb' they know hot his Dif- 
tin^on of Perfons, and their earneft De- 
fire of Acceptance thro*^ Mercy, will pene- 
trate the Heart of the Son who is in the 
'Bofom Effence of the Father, and He 
wilt ' be to flhem a $avi6ur. And f oraf- 
niuch as the Perfons here fpoken of are 
&ppore4 to have been in a Difpofition 
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Sbrjuon gladly to embrace the Gofpcl Tidings pf 
jL^^^y^j great Joy, had they been called to. diat 
bleffed Privilege, fo will they appqw as 
iwift Witneffes in the Judgment againft all 
fuch Infidels as, in the Light:of a.Gpfpel 
Day, have negledled fo great SalvaticMi, an4 
. rejedled the CounfelofGod againft them- 
felves, thro* an evil He»rt of UnbeUef,, ^ 
But if they may be Partakers ip.the 
Fellowftiip of the Myftery of Gracie v^hp 
attain not to the Knowledge of it, yih;A 
Advantage then have Believers aver yi:>)>e^ 
iievers? Much every Hvay; for to tbefipi.^e 
,committed the lively Oracles of God,? whipb 
^re profitable for Reproof, fqr Correct 
jtipn, .for Inftrudlion in Rightepufn^f? : 
Thefe have the inftituted Means of Grace ; 
the Life of the Holy Jefus for their Pat- 
tern, all. that He hath taught, done ,axid 
fufFered, for- the Confirmation of, thejur 
JFaith, Hope and Charity J and they, Jha^ff 
alfo a fuller. Miniftration of the Spirit. pf 
Grace for their Growth in Godlinefs,; and 
Fellowfhip with the Houfhold of Faith for 
their Edification and Comfort: SiifEcient 
Caufe then have Believers to be thankful 
for that diftinguifhing Grace of God which 

. thus 



s 
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thus mkkfeth them to differ, tho' nothing Sermon 
to glory in '^ of themfelves. tj/^y-Nj 

"^ But it may be aiked hcre-^How are-we 
ct)ncerhed in this Subje<5t ? And what have 
ive to do with them that are without ? To 
this be it replied 5 that we are coFicerned 
both as Men and Chrijlians^ under the 
Obligations of Humanity arid Charity, to 
extend our Confideration and ciompaffionate 
Regard tothofe that are allied to uS in the 
feme coaunori Nature 5 and our pious La- 
bours, by public Encouragement, to pro- 
mote Cbrifiian Knowledge among thofe 
that have it not, confefs them capable Sub- 
jects of Salvation, and not excluded, as 
fome fuppolie, from the covenanted Mercies 
cdf God in Cbriji- Jefus^ \ for were they 
under the total Dominion of Sin and fpiri- 
tual Death, which is the proper Condition 
of fallen Man out of Grace, there could 
be no. Help for them, and the Word 
preached could not profit them : IfChriJl 
fee not in them as a Seed of Grace and 

* . This Error arifcs from Miftakes concerning the Na- 
xxxtt anrf Bxtent of this Covenant? of Grace, which is ofFcrerf, 
ti^to": n.Ot;tnanifeAQd alike to all: And were any Ferfpny 
totally excluded from the Benefit of it; in.tiat Cafe, they ' 
'wotrld'bnty differ from Deirils as Devils incarnate ; nor 
,<y>uI4 they Hand in any Relation to this World as a State 
of Probation. . See the following Sermon. 

R 4 Power 
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S1RM0.1 Power ODto Salvation^ they iQuft then, be 
j^Yy Reprobates ; the outward Tdftimony of 
Jefia could not then be received inwaidl}^ 
into their Hearts by Faith, and our Preach'^ 
ing and their Hearing would be altogether 
in vain : But if the contrary be allowed^ then 
let it be believed, that the merdfuU om-« 
nipotent God who has not bound Hiiftfelf 
to the Ufb of Means, can find Accefs to 
the Spirit of his Creatures without them, or 
that He will provide others in the Rxxxn 
of thofe which we hold to be, only gene-* 
rally, not univerMly, necefiary to Salva- 
tion. When the difeafed Woman fi^ugbc 
her Cure from Jefus thro' touching tho 
Hem of his Garment, fhe found \t in the 
Ufe of the Means which her Faith had ^ 
fuggefted to her: And when the Centu*< 
rion anfwered our Lord, faying, I jam bq* :; 
. worthy that thou (houldft come under njy 
Roof, but fpeak the Word only, and; my -^ 
Servant fhall be healed ; according tojlidi '". 
Faith, fo it was. Thefe Inftanccs .ait • 
-doubtlefs recorded, not only to exemf^fy-r; 
the Power of Faith m thefe two Gentite.' 
Believers, but alfo the unconfined Powet, 
olChriJl to help and heal his poor finful 
Creatures, 

Secondly j^ 



^ Secondly, Thit Doaritie may Icirvc tb^Egok 
xhordfythe Rride efthe Pbarijee and nominal v>S/sjr 
Prc^e^y who, on Accoiint of their exter- 
nal Privileges and Advantages, appropriat:e 
tathcmfelves theFjfcvour of6od, and de- 
fpifo others : But ^s St Pbul told the Jews, 
that the Uncircumcifion of the Gentile, If 
found in Righteoufnefs, fhoiild judge the 
Circomcifion of the tranfgrefiirtg jAv, for- 
afmudht fts ho only Was the acceptied 'Jenb 
which was one inwardly, fend the true Cir- 
cumcUion that of the Heart: Sd may it 
be Aid of theeiind thy Baptifm, O thoa 
boafting ProfeflS^r ! What, tho* thy Name 
ht ^Obrijiiatty yet if thou thyfetf art carnal, 
and livcft to the World and the Fle{h, thy 
Eeligidi^ftandjt only in the Letter, arid the 
fpiritttlii Heathen ihall judge thee alfo ! Be 
ndCfhen high-^tniiided but fear, 

viB^i ThisDoaritte is of Ufe to juftify 
thi(^ Ways of God to Man, and to exalt the 
Pftife^ftheG^^t Redeemer, in that, by 
a Difplay of Goodncfs commenfurate to 
his^l^wfer. He hath extended his loving 
Kiiidnefe to the titmdft Limits 6f his Crea^ 
tion*^ tliat every Mouth may be flopped, 

• Nay, it M a Dodbme which bringi Glory to God,. " 
wad Joy CO all chat can itcthrc it. That the Energy oF 

•;^ when 
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SBfcMON ^vhen the Lord fhall declare' in Judgment 
f>V^to the Soul that dicth — "In me was thy 
Hof.xiii. «« Help — but thou haft deftroycjl thy- 
^' :« felf." " ^ ' ; ' 

In this View of Chrijl' s comprehenfive 
Grace and Love we fee thofc Heathens left 
without Excufe, who when they knew, or 
might have known God, yet glorified Him 
not as God : Who forfaking the Guidance 
of that heavenly Ray which beamed upon 
their Souls thro' the Obfcurity of their State, 
followed the Delufions of their own Imagi- 
nations, and the Wifdom of a vain Philofo- 
phy, by vvhich they knew not God, and 
' fo their Underftanding was darkened, and 
tl:cy given up to the Confufion and Errors 
of a reprobate Mind. Say then, O ye fool- 
ifh tind felf befotted Heathens ! How will 
ye clear your felves when you are judged, 
of all your filthy Superftitions, your grofs 
Idolatry, your vile Affections, your execra- 
ble human Sacrifices, and other your abo- 

C/^r/yiV. redeeming Power extends even to this material' Syf- 
tem, iand will one Day {rtt it from that Evil, Diforder, 
and Vanity, under which it now groaneth and traVaileth 
thro' the Curfe of Sin, and wholly deliver it from the Bon- 
dage of Corrupiion into that heavenly Temperature and 
iPurity of its paraclifiacal State which is compared to the 
glorious. Liberty appertaining to the Bodies of the Sons of 
God. See Rom. viii. 20, &c. 2 Pit* iii, 13. . ^ 

minable 



af^reveakd Myjiety. 2 5 1 

minj^tile Praftiqe^ ?. Did .the Light of Na- Sermou 
.^fjre,, or. Tether the Light of God in Na-^^/y^ 
tuife, i, teach -you t)iis? Charge npt your 
Maker thus fooli/hly arid falfely, for our 
pjpfl ^^s . holy, and^ therefore canoot tempt 
jiiff lead tq Sin : .^fiwiU you have 'to plead, 
.fbat.y9ju were left .in the helplefs Condition 

pf^iyftVlF/ ^^\^ ^^t}^^^?- reprobate to all 
.Good, . i?ec?jQitated to . Evil j and fq fealed 
un4er rWjT^th by. a Decree that alt^ereth not ? 
Kejth?r.^will; this Ple^ be admitted . in your 
Juj[tification> foe a JSecd of ^ heavenly Life 
and N^tuTje^was fpwed in your Hearts, by 
which God was not. only near to.,eyery one 
of .you, but allied to^ you, by the Confqf- 
fiori pf your ov^n Poets, calling, you his 
Offspring:' And in this near Relation, hadAasxvii' 
yoyx (ought after Him you might have found 28. 
in,Him: Befides,.this good S.eq^ i^ fome 
amongft you took Rpot, fprang up, and 
bore xnucb good Fruit. Now this divine 
Myftery, hidden, in you, and afterward^ 
preached to many, of you, was that Light, 
liOve and Grace of God which bringeth 
Salvation, and given you to be the Refor- 
mer and Changer pf your Nature .: To this 
SavioUjT,. tho'. not revealed^ by Name,, (hpuld 
you have turned^ that He mi^ht pardon 
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S»»MO!i your Offences, make you a clean Hearty 
%y^>/>^ and renew a right Spirit within you i But 
you turned from your true Light into the, 
Darknefs and Deception of your own Rea^ 
fonings, and here the Prince of Darkae^. 
laid hold on you^ and^'lfe the Things be*- 
longing to your Peace were hidden &om 
your Eyes. Say not then, that ycor Di£- 
cafe was incurable^ and that an irre^yocable 
Sentence of Death had paiTed upon 3rou/ 
whilfl the peculiar People, the outwardly 
Chofen, had flolen away every Bleffing, 
Rcr. xxiL^^^ the Tree of Life groweth on either Side 
s. of the River of God, and tho' its pleafant 

Fruit be the appointed Food for them, yet 
the Leaves of the Tree are for the healings 
of the Nations. 

But here let me turn afide one Moment 
tio you who continue in worfe than hea«> 
chenifh Infidelity, under Advantages of 
Means and Light which the Geotite^^fiad 
not; for tho' the fame Lord who is l&yin^ 
to every Man gave t;hem fufficient to (esf^^ 
their grofs Ignorance without EkctiTei^^ 
He who divideth his free Gift &veraltj^to 
all in fuch Meafure as to Hiqi (eem^ 
sood, nor dveth Account to anycl'tms 
Matter, hath beftowed on you more than a 

dottble 



\ 
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;e Portibi)5 for you have not only the ^^[^"^ 
Ki^en Mystery In (iommon with them, butiy*>/N^ 
ciie Peclaratloh cif the Myftcry ; you have 
tiiiV iTeft^hohy of Mofes . and iJie Prophets, 
of (i56f ^/ ahd his Apoftles, befides many 
Calls^ smd Invitations from the Mouths of 
1^8 . JVIinifters, loud gnd prefling: If then 
yoU%iU not hear your God fpeaking to yoa 
in the fmall ftill Voice, nor yet in his ^yrit- 
te;^ Wordj hear Him at leaft in the Voice 
df the Trumpet, for the Gofpel hath found- 
ed 6Ven unto the Ends of our Land in this 
your pay of Vifitation, nor • hath it 
foundied altogether in vaip, for many have 
obeyed the Call.— BeWare then tliit it found 
ffet in vaiii to you, for if it does iipt fervc' 
to cpnyince, it will condemn, flut wc 
kiiiiw you well, ye Sons of Reafon, in 
ybiir fiili Strength, iind have weighed dvery^ 
ArguTOnl and Pleji you have tb ofifefibr 
your Ih^delify in Xht Balance of the Santfhia^ 
|P^^' 'and found thehi ; wanting : <3iVe us^, 
you'fey^ a Rehgioh' "which we can compre-' 
fie^;^ jiiia Pda^^ which will qTOdrate: 
^^itlji bur Rftifen, aid we willhelievetheri^ 
l&'%;to the^^^ we 

clu^iigS'^^^ ^ith'tihem: But herein you 

^Vt npt'kft#mfe Wpakncfe, in 

..c^o. that^ 
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^*ix!°^^^* you fet up a Sufficiency as of yourfelvfeS 
l/^Y^J whereby to judge and defermine concerning 
the deep Things of Gocl ; but as foon may 
you hope to mete out the Heavens witii*a • 
Span, or to gather the Wind in your Fift^ 
for thefe Things knoweth no Man of hiiri- 
fclf, but God revealeth them to us by his 
Spirit. Reafon can indeed fpeculate upbri 
the Works of God in the Creation, and 
fname Arguments and Cohcluiions from' 
fuch ideal Knowledge, but the Things of 
the Spirit of God the natural Man, even of 
the greatefl: arid mod improved Abllittes, 
as fuch, cannot receive them, nay coiintdth 
them Foolifhnefs, for there is an infinite 
Difproportion betwixt his Faculties kncf 
thefe Obje6ts, and therefore an utter^ Im- 
poffibility to difcern fiipernatural Things 
but by a fupernatural Light : Confec^Uently^ 
all Religion that has no deeper Foundation' 
than in the Reafonings of the e^rtKly ' Uh- 
derftanding muft be attended with ^Dbtibts^ 
and Diffatisfadtion, as wanting Evidi^liclle 
and Influence fufficient for the Mind* to 
reft on with any tolerable Cotnfbrt^ All 
that Men build hereon is no bettef *thitf a 
Babel of Opinions and Conjedlures, arid^all- 
their Zeal and Knowledge iii Religiori^tot 

walking 
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walking in the Light 6f their own Fire and Sermon 
in the Sparks that they have kindled.^ Will jr^/\j 
* you admit of no Myfferies in IReligion ? 
Then you nciuft live and die without any ; 
fcK whether you coiifider God in the Me- 
thods of his Providence, or in the Works 
of his Creation ; his Judgments in bo^h arc 
qnfearchable, and: his Ways pad: finding 
qut : But are you defirous to believe and to 
be madif Partakers of the Myftery of God-; 
linefs, *i^ that you may know with all Saints 
*V what is the" Length. and Breadth and 
** Depth and Heighth of the Mercies and 
^V^Love of God in Cbri/i Jefusr Behold, 
the Work is Half done ; ' only caft out that 
Pride, and the Love of thofe Sins which in- 
difpofe you for Faith, and truft in the 
Lord, with all your Heart, and lean not 
unto your own Underftanding ; and the 
5!ather of Lights will caufe the Light of 
Life to fhine in your Hearts, which being 
rAceivfid in Humility and the Obedience of 
Faith». gives the Knowledge of the Glory 
of God:in the Face oiJefusCbriJi^ for them 
that are meek will He guide in Judgment, 
and fuch as are gentle theqi will He teach his 
Way :. So, yrill l^e fill you with Joy and 
Pcacc,io.bjeliev,ing» ;and the Spirit of Truth 
.., . ^ ' will 
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^^\^^ Will reft upoQ you. And this iotrodqas cfai 
^^^rvv- IaA Headt which was to ihcw how tjie grcyt 
Myfloy of our Salvatkm by ^tfui Cbrijiu 
made manifeft to us. 

Tho* it be a great Bleiling to have th^ 
facred Scriptures in our Poflefiioii, as tkitfff^ 
are a profitable Means of Knowledge and a 
predoos Teflimony to diat Eternal Won! 
who is the Way, the Truth, and the. Life» 
yet the written Reladon of what we «o flf 
believe and know of Him,, without the Re- 
velation of it to our Hearts by his Spirit, b 
not fufficient to make us wife unto Salvft^ 
tion : And therefore St Paul to the Efbf/^ 
ans, prays, that ^^the God of our Lot4 
" Jefus Cbriji, the Father of Glory, mi^ 
^' give unto them the Spirit of Wifdom a^ 
'^ Revelation in the Knowledge of Him^ 
^^ that the Eyes of their Underftandiag 
^^ being enlightened, they might kn^vpjf 
*^ what was the Hope of their Callings agd 
" what the Riches of the Glory of iu^ Iiv- 
^' heritance in the Saints/* For waattol 
^^ turning to God in Prayer, and an Yxottkf 
ble teachable Di^fition for this Manifeij^r 
tion of his Spirit, it was, that the Jewk 
ftuck in all the perplexing Uncertainty. «.Qf 
a; literal Knowledge concerning theMelSkihi 

for 



fSt fho* thejr- had the Words tbat (p^t Of Ssm««j* 
Hitti^, ytt'lhey knew riot Hiift of whomt;/y<^ 
they fpafce, !he^Vail being upon their Hearts 
when they read the Law and the Pfopfccts; 
«h4 theriforfe Aeir Eyes were blinded 5 and - 
Ab'fame Vail femamedi tiritll this Day tin- 
ttkta awsty, in the readiiig of the Ne# 
1nfcft4rteri«i from the Hearts of all wHd 
rcMfd' tSie Seriptares as they did, and fQch 
Knbwlei%i, be k ttf a C3&/^ to cbihe, dt 
dt'k. €bri^ ilready come, avAileth not t6 
the feving of the Soul. Bat %h4t the 
iilfte ApOftle filys concerning Israel, Nev&i 2 Cor.m, 
tki0y wberi itjhall turn to (be Lord, tU^^' 
t^m-jhe^ he- talten tmayy \i «jually appli<> 
liSytrto' tiii If we turn to Him who is 
ilte (^(^ Light, then in his Light fhall wi& 
ftS JKgkt, and He will open our Under- 
ftliriding^at wemfay tedef ftand the Scrip- 
taxesi\ NffWy adds the Apoftle, the Lord h 
ihm S^Hfy dnd^wbere tbi Spiritifthe Lord 
Ht^lh&eHi Lihmjt^iX. is, JefusCbriJi 
h^il^^outct and Gtver of this Spirit of 
WiHbfli a(Ad-Re*r6latton, and all they that 
a**!5Wf i^ejiSfcd to i'eceive it, arc thereby 
^^t'^tassiftj iedtn. tyetj Bondage that 
i:«ep6"t!WM»dmD^rkricfs, whether they 
l#4^'^A^dHlfi^, -dottbtftrl' Difputation^, 
wt .. s the 
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?*«^q¥ the learned Criticifms of Man'8 Wi^^jpdi> 

^^y^or other unprofitable Speculations. cpace«,i3L*-f 

' ipg Truth I for being CbriJPs Pifciple$ iQr 

deed, they have that Promife falfittodria^ 

tl^em, that '' they fhall know the Trq(^ :^nd 

*« the Truth (hall make them free^'iAnst 

a« . the Spirit of the Lord enlarges the ^v^ 

city of the. Soul by bringing it into a^Qrid 

ou^ Freedom for the Contemplaitioti o^{)^ 

vUie Truth, fo does it by an afiunilaQQg 

Power, bring us into fpiritual Union with 

Him who is Truth itfelf, and fp we ))Q^ 

comt joined to the Lord in on^ and, tlj<l 

feme Spirit; And therefore the ApoflSff* 

fpeaking of the Coniequence of thi9 Lib^jg^ 

ty, faith in the following Verfe-.j Jf^^gH 

with open Face beholding as in a Qlqft^fii^ 

Glpry of the LorJy are changed itf$f thi 

fame Image from Glory to Glory ^ fVen^Mi^ 

the Spirit of the Lord, -= .uoj- 

This Divine Light opeoing,to;th© Kto 

derftanding the Knowledge ,qf the Scrip* 

tures ; and this fpiritual Union .with the 

Light (hining in our Hearts to /giv€ti.ul5 

** the Knowledge of th?. Glory of Gctd^te 

<^ die Face of Jefus Cbri/f^' are M foOh 

by St. Peter in the following Wopds: iWt 

have alfp a more fure W^rd of r^o^^ 

I wbere-^ 



^^^htoye'S helt that ye take Heed, k^^^^ 
utitii 4 Light that Jhineth in a dark Place^ ^^rsr^ 
nntii tb^ JDay dawn, and the Day^Star artjt^ ^*^- ^' 
in your Hearts. 

' Ttet hy the inore Jure Word of Prophecy 
ift this Place we are riot to underftand the 
bttt?^ Letter or Ktcral Senfe of the Prophecy- 
butl^e Inter|>retitipn of it as given bjr the 
Sj^Jrft of Wifdom and Revelatl&nj iappearsf 
frttoa^ the two following Verfes: i&fem^m^ 
t^sjirfiy that no Prophecy of the Scripturi 
is^ 4f any private Interpretation ^ for^ the Ptp^ 
fhdcy came tiot in old^ime by the Will of 
Mtin^ hut holy Men of God fpbke as they 
mr^ fn&wd by the Holy Ghoji: Giving ti^ 
%Str^ to underftand^ that the -Kndvvledge 
dr the Scriptures ftfinds not in Maii!s Win 
ibV^^ WiiHoin, and that no Icfs than the fame 
Divke Teacher' who gave thti Frophed<»j 
could give unerring QearhefS'and'Ajjplica* 
tioii i« the Kitowi^dgt of th^ri*^ ^ and con- 
fqfoehtly^ that jitt' Man^s priv^tte-Opinibti 
4«li Jiidgniene; 'however eminent: for his 
ijeari%g and^&igisfcity, is of fufficlcnt Au-* 
thoMi^ in thie^ Ma^er; for wjth6ut this 
ifisi^ecnly iftftruftor we may read the Law 
^^ th«.'Wro^et9 to as little Purpofe as 

iMfe^3^'^^*^'*^^^*^ arefaid to have 
vwXvW- S 2 done. 
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Sry-o^dorie, who knew not Him who was the 
c^v>j Subjed: of thofe Writings, ** nor yet the 
AAffxKi. " Voices of the Prophets which were read 
^7- cc every Sabbath Day." 

But then this more Jure Word of Prophecy^ 
tho' it be an inward Divine Teftimony to 
the Truth of the facred Writings, and, as 
fuch, a more convincing Evidence than an 
audible Voice, or any other Report of the 
Senfes, yet as the Seat of its Operations iS 
Man's natural Undcrftanding, therefore the 
Apoftle fpeaks of it, as a Light Jhining in 
a dark Place^ efpecially when compared to 
that far more glorious Manifeftation of 
Cbriji in the Soul, which he defcribes by 
the Day^dawfiy and the Day-Star arifing in 
the Hearty and fo (hining more and ihofe 
unto the perfeft Day. Here the Wiird tif 
God's Truth co-operates with the Wordibf 
his Power, and with the Word of hii 
Grace, both to the Illumination ^antl the 
Sandification of the SouK Thc'fbrtndt 
tnay be confidered as a Divine Li^ht ' re- 
ftcfted to us from the Teftimony of the iii- 
fpired Writers; this, as an Emanation of 
Glory dired: and immediate from ^re 
Fountain of Light within us, irtfcnfitich 
that they who are brought into this hippy 
2 ^ Ejcpc- 
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Experience can fay, as the Men oi Samaria ^^\5^^ 
did to the Woman of their City : " No«^ (,,/VnJ 
" we believe, not becaufe of thy Saying, Jo^n iv, 
** for we have heard Him ourfelves, and^^* 
** know that This is indeed the Chrijiy the 
" Saviour of the World/' 

To conclude : Great and glorious to the 
fpiritual Eye (tho' a Stumbling Block and 
Foolifhnefs to that which is carnal, ix)th 
then and to this very Day) was the Opening of 
the Great Myftery of our Salvation by Jefut 
Cbrijly in the AlTumption of our Human inta 
hia Divine Nature, that He might fulfil th$ 
Law, as the Subftance of its Shadovy^, the 
Accpmpliihment of its Prophecies, aftd the 
full 3atisfadion of all its Demands, both as 
to Sin- and Obedience: ¥et, if wc cotifider 
this Myftery in all its Parts, this was but the 
Mkidlc of it ; for,- He who appeareiJ undet 
the Law as the Angel of the Covenanti tod 
was figured under its various myfticd Re^ 
prefentations : He who in the Fullnefs of 
Time apj^ared in a Body of Flefh to fulfil 
all Righteoufnefs, and to perf(^ that which 
before. was but in Part 5 having fimdicd all 
that the Father had given Him to do in h?^ 
Miniftry here on Earth, when He gaive up 
the Citof^ , He was thenceforward to be 
/..,,. St manifefted 



so. 
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Sb tMOtf manifeftcd in Spirit and Power ; a«l «ri^ 

(y^-y^cordiogly our Lord told bisDifcipl^c j^ft 

before his Departure, that it wa& expedieHb 

for them, that He fhould go away, tint 

as the Bridegroom had been prefent wil^ 

them in the Flefli, He might for tbip fnk 

ture abide with them in Spirit — ". At jthsft 

John 3dv." Day ye fhall know,^ that I am in riiy 

** Father, and you in me, and I in yo^*?} 

Thus, as the Lord had a Work to do foe 

us in the Day of his Humiliation, fo hud 

He a Work likewife to do in us after. Itti 

Glorification, to maqifeft Himfelf to q^cfti 

and by the Spirit, to enlighten, coaxfoil^ 

and iandify our Hearts, that we might :fab 

a holy Temple in the Lord, an Habitatkltl 

of God thro' the Spirit. And this A^xmi. 

niAr^tion of the Spirit and , Power of idft 

Gpfpel was firft manifefted in the W^yJiof 

a publick Difpenfation, on the Day^ ^ 

Pentccoft, when the Difciples were 6J1qA 

with the Holy Ghoft. This is that fpW^ 

tual Marriage or Union betwixt. G5rj^;i|nd 

his Church, that Fellowihip of the Myft^ig^ 

to which we are now called,; even GftrjjSiia 

us the Hope of Glory; »pt that itikftttook 

Plape after our Saviour's Afcenfipn,* fdr 

Salvation was always ^IjHritoal, ,and:;COuld 

not 
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n^ other wife be j but in other Ages it wa*^ Si^^pii^ 
d hidden M3rftery, not made known unto^^^VV 
tiie'Soiis of Men as it is notv'retealed by the 
Sjfrfrit. But to ^horh is it revealed ? N0I 
ttrib tlie WorJd, not unto thofe Ih^t live in 
tba Wicfcednefs; Vices, and Vanities of it j 
noC to Mockers and Scoffers, who fpeak evil 
of the Things they know not, and corrupt ^ 
themfelVes in thofe Things which they na- 
turally do know; nor yet to thofe that • 
hold the Truth in Unrighteoufnefs, or who 
having a Form of Godliriefs, deny the 
Poorer thereof J t6 thefe it is not^gr^n to 
know the Myfteries of the Kiftgdote, fojp 
their Eyes are blinded, that the Light of 
the glorious Gofpel of Chriji^ who is the 
Image of God, cannot (hine unto them : 
But this great Myftery of Godlinefs is made 
tnaniiefl: to the Saints, to th^n who havix John ii. 
an TlnUionfromtht Holy One^ Mdthevefovt^^' 
hiW ailTbiftgs^nctdfuU and are fanftified 
th#Q* dieWord of his Truths To thefe it johnxvii. 
is giv^en to hold the Myjiery of Faith in a J^.^ ». 
fart Confcience ; for they have Fellowlhip 9- 
with tbe Father of Lights, with whom is 
jao ' Darkftefs it all : And as they abide in 
the Grace and Love of Chrijiy He doth 
IbveihtoH and hlaoifeft Himfelfunto them 5 John xir. 

S 4 and"'' 
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^'iT" ^^ ^^ '^^y ^^^^ Fellowfhip \rkh thjc Sih: 

t/VV; And forafmuch as they all walk together in 

the Light and have the fame Spirit of Peace 

and Love ruling in their Hearts, they boDc 

I John i. jp^ii^jkip ^ne with another^ and the Blood of 

Chrift cleanfetb them from all Sin. 

7(? this Fellowjhip of the Myjiery^ H^ 
the Blejfed Communion of Saints^ begun 
in Grace on Earthy and perfeSi^d in 
Glory for ever in Heaven y may God of bis 
infinite Love in Chrift Jefus, thro the 
Power of the Holy Ghofi^ bring us ali,-^ 
Amen, 



\ 
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SIRMON X. 

The Nature a|id Diftindloii bf the 
two Coyenaijts. , . 



Jerem. xxxi. 33. 

^is Jhall he the Covenant that I will make 
with the Ehufe oflfrael after thojh Days^ 

faith the Lord; I will put my Law in 
their inward PartSy and write it in their 
Heart Sy and will be their G^d^ and they 

Jhall be my People. 

GOD*S Dealings with Mankind in re- Sermom 
ference to their Salvation are ^^t^,y>/\j 
forth to us in the facred Writing8» 
under the Nanae of Covenants, The Lew 
delivered to the Ifraelites by the Hand of 
Mofesy as it was an external Rule and Pi-^ 
redory, is called the Covenant of Works j 
the Gofpel Difpenfation^ as it is the Free 
9^^^ of God in Jefus Chrijl, and the Mi- 
f^ntratiop of his Spirit operating by an in-^ 

ward 
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SftRMOM yj^rd Divine Power on the Soul, is called 
#y^v>j the Covenant of Grace : " By Grace arc wfc 
Ephcf. ii. (c favcd thro' Faith, and that not of bur- 
'' feivcs, it is the Gift of God." Thus, as 
J0hn1.x7.the outward ** Law was given hy Mofes^ fo 
*' Grace and Truth [in the inward Parts] 
** came by Jefus Chrijir This Covenant 
of Grace which bringeth Saivatiort, is 
I'poken of by the Prophet in the Text, ai 
Heb. viil. a Difpenfation then future ; and St. F^i 
^' calls it the New Covenant : But both the 

one and the other fpeak thus only with ^ 
gard to its Accompliihment and Ratificatioa 
by the Blood of Cbrtft the Mediator of it> 
^nd as it was not made known in other 
Ages to the Sons of Men as it is now 
made known, either in Clearnefs of Reve^ 
lation, Extent of Promulgation, or the 
Meafure of its Vouchfafements : But witBi 
rcfped: to its Virtue and Efficacy it was not 
new at the Time they fpake of, but moM 
ancient than the Law, nay prior to the 
Expulfion of our firft Parents from thft 
Garden of Eden : And therefore it will be 
needful to go back to this early Period; in 
crder to form a right Judgment of the Co^ 
vehant of Grace, and fo to confider it ixi^iti 
threefold Difpenfation. 



m'MrJii Aa% itv^ras given ^o Jldam aad s«*«* 

^^i&eemdiyi A$ it; was .conficmed .with ■-:- 
^r^te; .•,-. - . ■ .. ...-;. ■■ -^ 

; r ^J^Myy As ^ it ; received its fuli Aocom^ : ^ ^ '^ . \ 
J)Hftraient under the GofpcLf . 
V ^To the Divine Prohibition given to Adani 
concerning the Tree of the Knowledge of 
6oQd End Evil was annexed the I>enunciaH 
^tionlof the fatal Confequencc of Difoh^^ , 
cnce-r-7» the Day that tlxAi eattji thereof 
thou Jkalt furely dye. But J,dam\ and Eve 
did; cat thereof, and in that Day they di^ 
furdy dye^ for they not only hacdtoemoxvi^ 
lalior fubjed^to a bodily Deatb, but the/ 
a^ually fufFcred 4ripirituaL . Death, by^ thft 
Lofepf that holy, heavenly Life and Na- 
ture, in which confifted the Haj^efa and 
Fisrleflaon of their State. Jntbe Image t^ 
G^d jcreated Me Man^j^sd^ ericatural Repre* 
fcntatuMi of the iglorbua and -e^ir bldTqd 
t>eity : But Maa divided his Will from God; 
§fiS; .his Ima^fiition and Defice into J 
State o£ Self-dependence, and fed by a h^ 
tal Curi06ty> became miferably wife, thro^ 
ar)diftiiif5t:Knowle^ of the Good he had 
loft^ an^gi.j&d Ejxporience of that Evilsin- 
to which he had phinged hinafelf* . Nor 
^\tr\ was 



j^68 7le'Natur£ and Dxfti^Sim 

fi«AMP«iva8 it only in a dreadful Separation ffocn 
i^ry>^GQd that the human Nature flood in the 
Host of its Apoflaqr, but the wicked ^fc*** 
duclng Spirit alfo entered into it» and Jii#> 
fe£tedit with the Poofon of his own hciUiih 
Nature, and fo. k became Enmi^ sgaiiHi 
God. . From the Time of this wxiful Co* 
tenant entered into by onr firft Parents, with 
Sin and Death; from this unnatural Agrees 
ineQ£ with Hell and Hoftility againfl tjea^ 
feci, we date the Ori^n of Satan's Accef$ to 
the Souls of .Men, and lament^-.among 
other difmal Efieds of the Fall, the many: 
deplorable Inilances of Perfons poflefied of 
Devils inftcad of being Temples of tha 
Holy Ghoft, an Habitation of God thro*- 
the Spirit. 

. In order to refcue the human Race frorfi 
this infernal Bondage, this Dominion of 
Sin and Satan, the fecond Perfon in tha 
facred Trinity gave Himfelf into otxr Na» 
ture to be the Redeemer and Regenerator of 
it, '^ that as in^if^/^all died, even fo in Cbrift 
« ihould all be made alive.'* He that 
gave tlie Promifc of the Covenant'— That 
the Seed of the Woman Jhould bruife the Ser-^ 
fent's Head^ did jqX, that Inftant infpeak, th^ 
Qrace of the Covenant inta the hearts of 

Adam 
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'Adam arid JBv^, and it became id them tHe*^^M<hf 
^* ingrafted W6rdi able tb favc their Soulsi*' g/v^ 
Here/ O Man! Commenced the hiddcfi 
Myfterjr t)f thy Salvation, to be revealed 
cntwarcHy . afterwards in the FuUnefs of 
Time : Now the declared Enmity betwixt 
the- Seed' of the Woman and that . of the 
Serpent began to fhew itfelf, each fttivin^ 
for thy Soul tod to txdEt its Kingdom with^ 
in- ttec. Thefc arc the two Mailers which 
folicit thy Obedience 5 and one of theiii 
dioii muft ferve, both of them thou canft 
not— Look well then to thy Choice, fbf 
thoir chufeft for Eternity; and look' ^ell 
to thy Rccompcnce, " for the Wages of 
" Sb is Deaths but the Gift of God \t 
" eternal Life thro' »5 ChHfi our Lord.'' 
Bdjold ! Thou ftandefl betwixt Heaveli 
and Heit^ as tin: great important Pri^e fi^ 
whfch the Powers of both contend j thie 
whote Creation is the Scene of this won- 
derfblDifpiite, the Unnrcrfe is in Sufpence, 
and Time only latiAs till it is finifhed. And 
canft thou, OMan! who art the Subjeft 
df ffififf tti^hty Tranfacaion, be alone mdif- 
fcreht iriwtitr the Event? For is it not for 
th^- Life,, even the Life of thy Soul ? Canft 
thourbexQitfenr t6 cail a:wiy this precious 
'^ ., Gift 
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s**Mo»Gift of Grace, in whidi is cdntaineflb^dly 

yci^ Glory, tby ;Bleffedncf8, and that fortTH^; 

flea light as Air,: nay, for! that whidbM^v^ 

prove diine everlafting Shame andJTsM^^ 

ment? Hear a God exclaiming: at fooh^utli^ 

natural Stupidity: " My. People 4w^8 

jcr.u. II," changed their Glory fiw that which -dkifcfer 

*5 not profit: They have committicbffcwe 

"Evils: They have forfaken xiie>f^lhe 

*V Fountain of living Waters, and hexi^ 

«^ them out Cifterns, broken Ciflwhs^ that 

".can: hold no Water : Be aftonifhedi? ®:yii 

"r .Heavens, at this!'* : ' :;• *i- ?i 

. After what has been obfisrved conoODing 

Cbriji the Seed that fhould bruife: the ^SwP 

peqt's Head, even that incorruptibleSedl 

or Divine Nature which is alfo callidi^S 

Eternal Word or Son of God, w^>Wafr 

afterwards " made of a Woman raadd xtf^ 

^* der the Law, to redeem them tharwiati 

" under the Law," it is in ourW^jp:}^ 

offer to your Confideration the following 

Particulars relating to the Nature of the^'dor 

yenant of Grace. . >: v/os. 

And firft, it was the free Gift ql"Qp^a 

and therefore, as fuch, docs not ahf^K^V.^ 

the Nature of thofe Covenants or Stij ^ 

tions betwixt Man and Man) which fii 




Cwenants^ '" ijt 

a(PD\fccrin the Party that is to receive Be- stft^o* 
n^t from the Cbvenatit to qualify himfclf^ys^^Sj* 
lijir^iuch. Benefit by the Performance' of cer- 
t^iCondidons on his Part, for Man wds 
noufilcb; capabk^Subje<ft5 he had loft all 
Btaiwfcr iOi Goodi was in the Condition of an 
iWSjJvcnt Debtor who had nothing to pay ; ' i 
ipvthd Hands of his deadly Enemies, and fo 
withoufc Liberty ; and upon the- whole, 
to^katically poor, and mifbrable, and bKnd 
9fid; naked: all that remained to him was 
thc'Fower of beingaReceiver, but fuch a one 
is ill qualified to be a Covenanter) for what 
^fj .commonly term the Conditions of the 
Qithenant, viz. Repentance and Faith; eafy 
^>tfaey may feem, they are, if cortfidcred 
Wrfun Evangelical Senfe, the Gift of Godj 
«Btl GnKies of it ^ .and therefore pf Necef- 
£j^ itiwaa, that fallen Man > mufl be appre* 
&j^edofC26r^ before he could in-anySenle 
^pi^chendHim*. 

5f ^.h be ol^£^d here, that all the ApjmcationB to 
IVfirfifllSCrfptai'c, to repent, believe, turn, i5c. do iuppofe 
a Power in Man to correfpond thereto : Be it anfwered j 
That^e believe there is (uch a Power in every Man, but 
B&f'br Man, not belonging to his own fallen Nature, 
^ t^J^iff, of Qod in JefusCbrifi^ a Portion of his Spirit 
of Grace, a Seed of Faith : To this every Call, Appeal, and 
A^H^^Roafiini is direa^^ as to that Power whereby the Man 
i^j^oaJ^lj^ to receive and lobey it ^ but that where^ by lon^ 
ana'd^lipMte KdiKance tblhe Strivings of this good Spirit, 
7:: vo i X Secondly^ 
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Simeon ' Secondly y As Salvation is a free Gift/ib 

V^VNi^r^^ ^*^ ^^^^ *^ ^^> ^^ ^^ Promife was mftdi 
to our firft Parents, and in them to alt th^H* 
Seed to perpetual Generations, withoot Li- 
mitation or ReftriSion : And the Covenant 
was eftablifhed in G6rj^' the fecond Aiont^ 
as another Parent of the human lUce, 
in whom all the Nations of the .Earth 
ihould be blefled, aiid who fhould be a 
quickening Spirit to regenerate in thcrti thW 
Divine Life and Nature which was loft 
by the Fall, to give to as many ai wodM 
receive Him Power to become the Sdfli- 6f 
God. And to this End Grace waiJ gitch 
to all, that all fhould come onto Him that 
they might hav6 Life, and to receive Grace 
for Grace, The Covenant being thus efta* 
bliflied with Man in Chrijl^ it has fare 
Foundations, for all the Promifes of God 
in Hira are Tea and Ameriy even the fure 
Mercies o£ David, confirmed by that folcmn 
Oath of the Great Jehovah ^ when He fwarc 

Pf.lxxxix.t^y hi5 Holinefs, that He would not fail 
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the Grace is finned away, and this Power of Faith entirdy 
loft (which feems to be the Sin againft the Holy Gholl— 
Lord keep us from it f) in this Cafe the Day of Vifitation 
is paft and gone with refpedl to fuch unhappy Perfons, the 
Gofpel is hid from them that are fo loft, and the Word 
preached cannot profit, not being mixed with Faith iii them 
that hear it. ' " 

David. 
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David. Now what other David \Bdovtdi] Sermon 
was this than the Son of his Love in whom i/VN* 
He was well pleafed. Who but David's^ "' 
Lord, the Subject of his Song, and the 
God of his Salvation ? To him he fware, 
that his ** Covenant fhould ftand faft with 
" Him, and that his Seed fhould endure 
" for ever/' 

And Thirdfyj as this Covenant is both 
free and fure, fo, is it exceeding precious > 
for the Son of God who is its foederal Head 
and Mediator, is alfo the Sum and Sub- 
ftance of it, concerning whofe fuller Ma- 
nifcftation afterwards is that Promife of the 
Eternal Father by the Prophet — " rwiilifa.xx?iii. 
*' give thee for a Covenant of the People," ^^' 
and to denote both his Ordination to it and 
the Stability of it. He is called " the i Pet. ii, 
" Foundation, the chief corner Stone laid ^' ^' 
" in Zion, eleft and precious, on which 
*^ the redeemed ones are built up a ipiritual 
*' Houfc, an holy Priefthood, to offer up 
•• fpiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God in 
'* »i Cbri/i:' And as Je/us Chriji, the . 
feme Ycfterday, to Day, and for ever, is^ 
the Virtue and Grace, the Foundation and 
Confummation of the Covenant, fo in Him 
as the Election, He being, in this his Of- 
* T fice 
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SiiMOM^ce for Mau'a fake, ftylcd of G6d^:His 
^' '' Elcdl in whom his Soul deligbtcthi ' Apd 



'»**^»-all bis Servants who thro' the ObedidiaaDc 

of .Grace and Faith arc brought into Uhicrn 

withi him, are, by Virtue of that Unifia 

ijyled the Eledalfo: And no Wonder tfaat 

they. are honoured with fo high aTitle^ 

who are dignified by fo near a-«Relatioa to 

jhe Son of God ; for by Ae Spirit ofAibp 

tion they can call God Father^ and' jSg/ia is 

Heb ii. '* not aihamed to call them Srethrea.'T 

*'' Now fo long as they continue to beof tfaot 

Seed wherein is the £Iedion> and to mbick 

a|)pertaineth the Predeflination to. Eternal 

Life, fo long are they xie^r Childncn, Hras 

of the Covenant, and joint Heirs with (2&r^ 

, theirs is the Mercy and Grace/ theirs is the 

Pardon and Peace, theirs is the FiliatioQ 

and the Inheritance: So long as they con^p^ 

tinue joined to the Lord in one Spirit^ fi> 

long is He made unto them Wif^jbra,! and 

Righteoufnefs, and San&ification, .andi£ie^ 

demption. But then to put them ia Jifiiid 

of the Pcffibility of their falling in .thi& 

their probationary State *, as Man and An- 

♦ That there* \ a poifible Degree of our Uaioa Lwiih 
Chrifi here beyond the prevailing Power of TemptaiiQA, 
lad ail Danger of falling away« feoms con^med by mac^ 

i ■ ^ gels 



j^ hiddone before, and that they be riot'S«*Mo»v 
Mgh minded^ . but walk humbly with their o^vn^ 
©odi they an bid to make their Calling 
and ij^ei^ii fore^ by abiding in Hon who ' 
iftttbie Root of itheir Elcdtion and of all their; 
QriDCcsj 'ib(^* *5uiilefs a Man abide in mei^Jolrnxv. 
%SiburLdrd,' ^* he is caft forth as a Branchy^' 
*fti and is . withcroi ;" and ther^efore He 
Gcwiniiahds: U8 to be *' faithful unto Deaths Hev.ii.io. 
^, that he may give us a Crown of Life;*'/ 
ThtaV ii€gle<a ^of this Caution fome who 
had: strained to great Cifts and Oraces^ not^ 
ibftdiBg.faftin the Liberty wherewith CAr^ 
tad mtdetbem free, h^ve beed entangled^ 
•giathiwith tl>eTake of Bondage.- If tber^ ^ 
vira havie obtained the like precious Faith/ 
be : it cur Care^ > linder . Grace, - that we hv 
MA^oftheni whodra^ back tin to Perdition /^ 
biitx)f: them who believe to the faving of thd 
SOuLi:-:': '^ • : •• ■•: ••*■ ^'-^ ^ ■'■ 1 

i r: HaiTii^. thfus ^glanced at fome Particulars 
rcUftiiag.ta the Namre and Orijgin of th« 
CoYcnant of Grace, procfeesd we, Secmdt^i 
tolcoofideriit^s opening to a -clearer Difco- 
vci^ bfiitfeff^la the Call o{ Abraham^ after 

$cnpteFers':.' Bot tlmt this, high I>iiHn£tion of Grft<:e is the 
^kdeli^ids' b li t ' of few, and t h ofe amoKig the moll h um bid 

?b9 " T 2 obferving 
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SERMOKobferving by the Way, that ailtho' its Virtue 
j^^,^->^^^ and Power to Salvation co-extended Wi^ft 
the whole Race oiAdam\ (for as the Judg- 
ment pafled upon All becaufe of Sin, fo did 
the free Gift unto Juftification, in the Oflf^r 
of it) yet its Manifeftation as to the Flefti, 
was continued on in one Line, down froui 
Adam till the Word became incorporate ih 
the Humanity of Chrijly the Genealogy of 
which is given us by St. Luke^ and rhay 
properly be called the Line of the maiii^ 
fefted Covenant.* St, Matthew traces it 
back no farther than to Abrabaniy as fhfc 
fecond remarkable Period of its Manifefta^ 
tion, it being renewed with him and rc^ 
vealed to him with peculiar Diftinftion, Oiii 
which Account he was dignified with the 
honourable Appellation of Father of the 
Faithful : And as the Charader of this 
Man of Renown is fo intimately connected 
with the Hiftory of this Covenant, and' fp 
explanative of it, it juftly challenges tliir 
particular Attention. 

The Excellency of Abraham* s Faith h 
the Glory of his Charader, and this is too 
flrongly fupported by well known Divine 
Teftimony to need either Argument dr 
Quotation jfrom Scripture to evince it. It 
» may 
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may fuffice therefore to obferve, that his. Sermom 
Faith was more than a Belief of Affent to u^vNj 
Chrifl\ diftant Incarnation, for the mer-^ 
cenary Balaam did forefce and prophecy of 
that ; but it was in Abraham the Subftance 
of Things hoped for, an Energy of the Di- 
vine Spirit, or what St. Paul calls *' TheCoioff. ii. 
" Faith of the Operation of God,'' by'^* 
which very Cbrtfi was manifeftcd in his 
very Soul : He beheld with his inward Eye 
the Brightnefs of his Glory : Abraham faw 
tny Day and was glad — is the Teftimony of 
our Lord to the Jews concerning him ; and 
had no more been meant by thefe Words 
than a remote View of his Humiliation and 
SuiFerings, the Explanation of his Afler- 
tion in anfwer to their Query had not been 
pertinent ~ Before Abraham was I am. 
That Abraham's Faith therefore was as 
truly a Gofpel, juftifying Faith, under the 
Seal of Circumciiion, as our^ can be un-^ 
der that of Baptifm, will admit of no 
Doubt. It was counted to him for Righte^ 
oufnefs, as much as if it had been his own, 
for thro' his Union with Him who is the 
true Righteoufnefs, by Faith, Chriji was 
(nade fuch unto him, and being a Branch 
grafted into the good Olive Tree, he be- 

T 3 Q^m9 
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SiRMON came Partaker of its Root and'Fttntfi. '^fa 
\ys/\j the Power of this Divine Paitb^' a« its |)^M^ 
per Principle, we fee the FoOikiatkiil^di' 
;/l^ri7i&tfw'i exemplary Obedience: Htt^lk|f|^ 
gered not thro' Unbelief binder the ffltoik 
trying Exercife of it, but *< w* ftjtotig' ii 
♦f Faith giving Glory to God." HftdriiJaf 
confalted the fallacious Oracle of his Re^ 
ion, it would much fooner have itttght 
him to dilbelicve the Truth of the Coitti 
inand than to obey it. What ArguoieilQ 
would it have fupplied frotft the Pkcai^&igSi 
f)f Nature and the Soundings of Bciw^'l 
What wife Diftmdions, what fubtle. Sl*i 
terfuges^ what artful Evafioos would itha*l 
fuggefted in favour of Difobediencel What; 
ihed the Blood-, the Blood of my Soi^ ^ ' 
Sqh lj(iac ! Can the God of Mercy and 
Goodncfa enjoin an Ad: df^ Cruelty? 'Can 
the God cfTrpth give a Prpmifej i^^afld 
confirm it by the Birth' of a m{nK:u£du| 
Child, and then conjmand r*e, the Fitfefti' 
of that Childy to ^defeat the Defignx)f ibi 
|?romifc, by fheathing my Knife i^inthte 
Bowels ? Can the God of Faithfulnefs>eft*i 
blifli his Cx)venant with Jf^a&, and^his'SWd 
after him, and compel me to ll^y thit Ifoa^^ 
and fp cut off all Ppffibiiity/ of li&eifrom 
' him? 
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him ? It carirtQt bc-nRcalbn pronomiccs h SfiRMo* 
abfurd> iinpoflibk — Nature ioudly cxclainis ^^^^-y-s^ 
^ai©ft the horirid Aft— All God's Attributes 
o|)f(ofe the Execution — The GommaAd 
th^efore muft have a figurative Meaning-— 
I will fubftitute a Ram for a Sacrifice, and 
it^flSall be Cdllcd Ifaac. Thus ingenious is 
Redfon to eludcr the Force of the Divine 
Qyfnm^Litds when they crofs the Bent of 
d^v Nattjre and Inclinations. What Sal- 
yp'« ! . What Shlftings ! What Gompofition ! 
Vifi&t Cbiptnutation ! will this crafty Ca- 
fijfft invent to bring us x)fF, when fome rtf- 
llf^g Paflion, fome darling 'Jj/&i?r Amds ^ 
$he Way of^ur Obedience I We all know 
Itr We have all expterienced it; But wheh 
k- pleafes God to reveal his Son itt us as He 
" (did in jiibraham and Paul^ i^e no tonger q^i j ^^ 
l^onfer with Flefli and Blood, for Faith 
iben becomes fufficient for "Evidence, and 
fufficient for Obedience } it piits^ to Silence 
tht. Cavite and Obje^ftions of our vain Rea^ 
ibnings, diflip^ites our Doubts and Fears, 
^riimates our Hope, invigorates our Love, 
arid overcomes the World, the Flefh, and 
the DeviU Thus thro' Cbrift ftrengthening 
us jf^t cin do all Things. In Him we arc 
jGoiiqiieiJOrs; yea more than Conquerors, . • 
s .. T 4 for 
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Serwon for he addeth Triumph tx) Vidory—Evtr- 
1,/n^Qjmore, Lord, give us this Faith! 

, In this eminent Example of Jibraham 
yfc fee how Faith is the beft Support and 
Security, of good Works, and that thefe, in 
a Gofpel Senfe, are not to be eftimatcd from 
the Matter of them, but from the Principle 
whence they flow: Accordingly the Wif- 
dorn of our Church has rightly declared 
them to be the EfFed: and not the Caufe of 
our Juftification ; as likewife, that a true 
faving Faith is founded in Grace, for that 
Man of his own natural Strength cannot 
prepare himfclf thereto : which well agrees 
with the Apoftle's Doftrine, where, fpcaking 
of the promifed Inheritance, he faith, " it 
Rom. iv. *^ is of Faith, that it might be by Grace." 
Were a faving Faith nothing more than a 
bare Aflent of the natural Underftanding 
to outwardly revealed Truths, it would be 
difficult to diftinguifli it from a common 
Exercife of the rational Faculties, and con- 
fequently difEcult to juftify St. Paul's AC- 
fertion, that we ^^ are faved, not of ourt 
/' felves," &c* But when we deduce Faith; 
with the fame Apoftle, from a Divine Ope- 
ration in tlie Souls of them to whom it is 
giveji to believe, and fo own it to be the Gift 

of 
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of -God, a Grace of his Spirit, purifying S^rmos 
the Heart, enlightening the Undcrftanding^ {^^^^y^,^ 
and bringing us into a Covenant of Peace 
with God, thro' Him who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, we no longer marvel 
at the many excellent Things fpoken of 
Faith in the Sacred Writings, but view it 
as that Inftrument or Medium by which is 
miniftred unto us an Earneft of thofe great 
and good Things wherewith all *' they 
*' that be of Faith are blefled with faithful 
*« Abraham:' 

But was this Covenant, given to Adam 
and confirmed with Abraham^ ik> excelling 
4a Dignity, fo exceeding in Glory? How 
xame it then that God entered into another 
Covenant v^ith the Pofterity of Abraham? 
Could any other be given which ihould 
furpafs the Former, whether we confider 
it m its Miniftration, its Mediator, or its 
Promifes ? For, What Miniibation fo rich 
^& Grace ? What Mediator fo honourable 
and faithful as Cbrijl ? What Promifes fb 
precious as thofe of Eternal Life and all 
Spiritual Blefiings in heavenly Places ia 
Him : Is it God's Method of dealing with 
his Children, to give them his beft Things 
firft, and afterwards thofe that arc of lefler 
V z V^lue? 
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SitMoii Valnc? Or is it not his Way toabonnd ih bU 
(,^>^y^ Increafe of Goodnefs and Loving Kindobfi 
towards theai, giving them Grace for Gra(:c^ 
and leading them from Glory toGlbi^? 
What then fhall wc fay of the C6Venaiit of 
Works given by Mofes ? Of a La\)«r wlddli 
10 the Miniftration of the Letter, was cftar 
bliflicd on no better Promifcs than of teair 
pCMral good Things; and Man's Tiller to 
thefe built oti fo hopelefs a Foundation fts 
that of his unfinning Obedience? If hu- 
man Nature .flood not in the Day i)f its 
pcrfcft Strength, how ftiall Self-ability^ be 
Man's Security when his Strength is div 
. i^ted from him ? Thefe Queftions will bip 
Satisfied by .opening the Nature &nd InCetU: 
pf the Covenant of Works, which fills ia 
ds.an Article of neceifary Coniidetatioh ift 
this Place* 

. The Law ^ven by Mofes does not' drg^ 
apy DefeA in the foregoing Covenant -c«i4v 
firmed with Abraham^ for the Perfeftton tf 
the ^ew is frequently affirmed by St.- Fiml\ 
to ftand in his being an Heir of ^ra^ 
ha/ns Faith, his fpiritual Seed, and as'ibch 
z Child of Proraife ; and therefore the JJiW 
gaLuLi7.igiven 430 Years after coukl not be ifltefided 
to difannul the Covenant confirmed befoirc 0/ 

God 



Godiki Cbrijt: But here lay the Matter; ^»"«* 
The Ifraejkes^ tho' they were Ae People {jr^/s^ 
whi^ God hod t:horen whetieby to manifeft 
hi^ WoDders, and to anfwer many Purpofes 
of the Divine Wifdom aod Goodn^ to 
Mankind^ yet they were in general greatly 
depraved and corrupted, had loft Sight of 
the Covenant made with their Fore£Mhersi 
^d departed from the Faith of their great 
jAnqeilor jihrabami Being thus become 
fgiarthly and fenfual m dieir Apprehenficnis 
«iid- Affei5iiop8,> they could not be dealt with 
as fpirkual ; and as they no Icin^ ftoodia 
that Faith whereby the Benefits and: Blef^ 
iihgs of that Covenant were to he received^ 
thigr totild no longer be treated' with at 
fropfer Subjects of it ; Therefore if pleafed 
Cod^^ of hi& great Condefcenfionv 'to oohen 
municatc himfelf to them in a Way iho^e 
ijE^l to thctr -Capacity, ■ and better ifuited to 
tiieir Coodition. ;; to give them an outward 
piredtory /for the ^ Rule of their ASion* 
ifvshbi no longet^iwalfced in the Qbedicnpe of 
Faith; andtoinftruift their childifh Minds 
In Divine Truths by the Rudiments of this 
W<M-ld, till by this Faedagogy of the Law 
they Ihould be led to Cbriji who is the End - 
pf the Law tq them th^t believe, and fo be 
4 fitted 
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' Sermon fitted for thc immediate Teachings of his 

;^/-y\^ Spirit of Wifdom and Revelation. 

Gjaui.19.. TheApoftie tells us, that *^ the Law 
^* was added becaufe of Trangrcffions ;" 
giving us hereby to underftand, that thia 
Addition only became neceflary thro' Sin^ 
and the Departure of the Ifraelites from thc 
Obedience of Faith, for " the Law Is not 
" made for the Righteous but f6r thcDif- 
** obedient.'* Had they continued ftedfail 
in the Covenant made Wiih Abraham ivt 
Cbriji^ they had received Cbriji in their 
Faith, and would not have needed to be 
taught of the Law, for, fays the lame App-» 

GaliiL25 QXt, " After that Faith is come, we are no 
" longer under a School-mafter." Befides^ 
Abrahams Faith in the Covenant received 
the Virtue of the Covenant, the Love of 
God 3 on which Account he has the high 
Honour of being called, the Friend of God^ 
now Charity or Divine Love is thc End of 
the Commandment, the fulfilling of the 
Law; he therefore who hath attained ta 
the End, no longer wanteth the Means 
leading to it, for the Love of God being. 
written in his Heart, it givelh Alacrity and 
Perfeftion to Obedience. 

As 
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As to the fpiritual Jews under the Law, Sermon 
Abraham* s trac Seed, who drank of the (^„rvxi 
Rock Cbriji that followed them all the 
Way, they remained in Covenant with God 
in Abrahams Faith ; they faw and ufed all 
Things fpiritually, and the fame Law 
which was a Pillar of i Cloud to thexarnal 
JeWy was a Pillar of Fire to give Light to 
them : The Law paffed upon them indieed 
externally, and they paid Obedience to it, 
but they were not under the Bondage and 
Condemnation of it, being jiiftified by Faith. 
And therefere this fpiritual and better Co- 
venant, with rcfpedt to the outward Legal 
Difpenfation, may be compared to a River 
running Part of its Courfe under Ground, and 
then opening itfclf a free Paffagej even fo the 
Myftery of Godlinefs continued hidden for a 
Time under the Letter (tho' manifeftcd to 
fuch as were fpiritual) till its full and glorious 
Difplay by the Gofpcl of Chri/i. The Law 
was not defigned to interrupt the Progrefs * 

of it, but was only an occafional Difpenfa- 
tion' given becaufe of the general Tranf- 
greffion of the IfraeliteSy as Saul was after- 
wards given them for a King when they 
virere no longer content with Theocracy : 
Nay, there was a friendly Agreement be- 
twixt 
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SgftMoit twixt thcLaw afid the Coysnaot dnt wi» by 
j^rvv ^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^ following Rjcipca* J v£tft; 
'as the Law on one hand ccbdcacdntdfSni^ 
and all Imperfedion in Obedience, thad io 
the Sinner finding no help inhinifidf Might 
renounce all Traft in his own Works, &eli^ 
for Joftification thro^ faith, and fo ilccept 
Sdvation as the free Gift of God in Jtfiu 
Cbriji^ Secondly, as Faith on the. other 
hand was the Law's beft Secnrity for Obe^ 
dience to it, and the true Interpreter of all 
iti Services, Figures, and Promires, looking 
thro* its temporal Things thatwdre feeny at 
thofe better unfeen Things that are eterhal; 
But coniidercd independently, of thde icr 
principal Ufes, and only as it is in itielf, 
the Law is no better than a State of ^irituai 
Bondage and Death, the flaming Minifter 
of God's Wrathy the di^eadful Executioner 
of his Vengeance : But as tbefe Points :faa)«b 
been occalionally fpcken to in the fonegoing^^ 
Pifcourfes, it fhall fuffice to ob&rve: from 
Gal. iv. the Allegory explained by the> ApoiUe, .that 
die Law, as iigniiied by its Femali T^r^pcr 
HagoTy was. a State of Bdndage to tbefe 
that were under it in the following Fiacti^ a 
culars ; Firft, as it enjoined the Obferyabcs 
of many cumberfome Rkes.andiCerema> 

nies 



if'the^iwo dmefHstrits. It^f 

niefe that bad no intrinfickGoodnefs [Statotes Sermc* 
thAt^wcrc^not good#] 'Secondly as it cxadred j^/y>^- 
a.perfeifc Obedience under the' Penalty of a 
Curie without Applying any Stt'engtb iot 
the =WorJc, i aind £o became weak (thro^ 
Man's Inability) to fecure itsotrnHonottt 
from Violation, or to help Man to receive 
any Benefit from it. Thirdly, as it freed 
not from the Guilt of Sin^ ** could not 
"xaake hin^ that did the Service perfcft a* 
" pertaining to the Confcience," andcoiy- 
fequeotly left him under Wrath and obftox-* 
ious to Puniftirtient. Fourthly, as it gave 
no Freedom to Righteoufnefs, and con£i^ 
qoently left it* Sobjeds under the-famte V^i^ 
i^^agc to their Corruptions in which it 
found ijhemi nay, indired:ly gave Strenfgth 
to Sin, by manifefting both \X% Power and 
Cfmdemnation, and Xo difcouraging and dif-* 
ahtiiig the Sii^ner to refift it thrQ* Defpair 
tp: 0V]ercome it* This Weaknefs and Mi* 
feryiipf Mans undep fo unfriendly a Difpen* 
&dbn. may, beconqeived as figured to qir 
w\^dc Hagar's Diftrefe = ift ithe WiWernefe^w- «*»• 
oi Beer/beia-^Het Bottle of Water could 
notihbld out, her natural Strength failed, 
and ihe mufi have perifhed, had not God 
opened her Eyes to difcover a Well of 

Water: 



288 • Hoe Nature and D^Wion 
Sermom Water: Bat what elfe was fignified by^ thFs 



*• ;Well of Water than Cbrijl the WelVpf 
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Life, out of whofe Abundance wc mnft 
draw to fill our empty Bottles, that we? 
faint not. Thus, what the Law could nbt 
do, thro* the Weaknefs and Unprofitable- 
nefs thereof to Man's Salvation, that " the 
•' bringing in of a better Hope did, by 
*^ the which we draw nigh unto God^" 
Heb.vii. By fo much was yejiis made a Surety of a 
better Covenant. And this brings us to 
the laft general Head, which is briefly to 
fliew the Nature of that Covenant which 
the Lord by the Prophet promifes to make 
with his People in the latter Days : I will 
put my Law in their inward Parts^ and 
write it in their Hearts^ and will be their 
God J and theyfiall be my People. 

And this is no other than the Covenant 
of Grace, or the Whole of our Redeniption 
by Jefus Chri/i. He was the Horn of Sii-i 
vation raifed up by the God of Ifrael for w 
in the Houfc of his Servant David; thte 
Subftance of the Mercy which He prdmi- 
fed, the Accomplifhment of the Oath 
which He fware unto Abraham ; the Seed 
in which all the Nations of the Eafth 
(hould be bleffedj that free Gift of God 

which 



4)fth^jwo Covenantu j sSg 
whkb is our fpiritual Life, deKvcring us Sermou 
Out of the Hands of our Enemies, and en* (yrvvi 
aibling us to fervc Him without flavifh Fear^ 
not ja the Oldnefs of the Letter, biit in 
Ncwnefs of Spirit^ in Rightcoufncfs and 
HoUnefs all the Diys of eur Life. The 
fCH'nier Covenant, tho' containing a perfedt 
l^nle of Righteoufnefs, yet being in itfelf 
but a dead Letter, it could not give Life 
and Power for Obedience: •'Had there 
^^ be^n a Law given which could have gi- 
•' yen X^ife, verily Righteoufnefs fhould have 
*^ been by the Law:'* But as that could 
not be, the Covenant of Grace;" as aXife 
giving Difpenfation, was neceflary, that we 
Hxight be juftified by Faith thro' Sandtifica- 
tion^of.the Spirit unto Obedience, 

It has been obferved and fliewed before, 
that the Epithet iVifw, as applied to this 
Covenant in the Text, rcfpedls not its Ori- 
gin but its Ratification and Difference of 
Adminiftration only, and therefore is to be 
ttpderftood in the fame qualified Senfe as 
ufed by our Lord where He fays, *^ A new 
*^ Commandment I give unto you that yo 
** love, one another :'' The Command to 
love one another was old, but the Love 
here conoman^ed, under the Meafure and 
^]p3ct»»t of Chriftian Charity, was new. 

U But 
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SiRMoif But it is Time to proceed to the Ojofi^- 
l^ryv deration of that Diftindion whereby t^p.. 
Covenant of Grace ilands differenced froa|; 
the Covenant of Works^ ^s it is a L^iw put:, 
into the inward Parts and written inJh4 
Heart. . How low a Senfe of fo , high a. 
Promife is that given to thefe Words by 
fi^me Interpreters, who expoupd them only > 
of outward Laws agreeable to the ratiowd 
Soul. The rational Soul of M^ is the. 
Soul of Man as he is fallen into Weakne&» 
Sin, and Mifery, and not to be helped, by 
any outward Applications propofed. p^ec- 
tively to the Underftanding, without Light 
and Strength communicated from Above tcx 
render thexn efficacious. Man's chief Malady^ 
is fpiritual, and fuch muil be his Reii^edy ^. 
s(nd to diredt him to any other is no bcttef 
than faying to the Naked and DeftitutCT-:^ 
** Be ye warmed and filled, whilft wf giv§^ 
** them not thofe Things that be needful^.*'/ 
Let it not here be objedlcd, that, Gfod g^y^ 
to Man an outward Law which, accor^fog^ 
to this Doctrine, could not profit ^}Vf\,\\ 
for He gave it him to make him fenfire of 
his. Mifery, that it might drive hini to fcelq 
the Remedy He had provided for it,-— Tf^hg 
^aw was his School-maflec to lead. him t^ 

Cbrtji, 



Wijf. Nor, Scddhdly, let it be objcdcd^s^^aK^ 
that the New Tcftament contains mznj \y^s/f\i^ 
Rules and Prcfcepts for Life and Pntftice, 
which are fo many outward Laws, for 
thefe, confidcred independently of the 
Grace of the Covenant, can make no Part 
of the Covenant of Grace; they are only 
the fubje(ft Matter bf that Obedience which 
ifiues from the Spirit of Life, and on which 
if is exercifed, for all the Promifes have 
rdfpcd to the Righteoufnefs of Faith, in 
l^hich alone the external Obedienice finds' 
Acceptance; the Latter being, with regard 
to the Former, but asi the Body to the Soul/ 
tSie Letter to the Spirit, th6 Form to the 
Power 1 But as we read of the inward and' 
the outward yew undes the Law, fo under 
the 'Gofpel the feme Diftinftion takes Place^ 
betwixt the fpirilual and the literal G&rj/?/- 
^te -v The latter keeps his Eye £xt on the 
preceptive Parts of the New Teftament only, 
ahd fo endeavouring to frame an Obedience 
l3i*rcto in hi$ oWh Strength, turns Goipel* 
intO'Laiar, and brings himfelf under %)nd-' 
dge' to it as a Covenant of Works : Hence 
fmA and fo frequent miftaken^ Reprefenta- 
doris of Gofpel Salvation, as if it were littltf 
better; than a more complete Syftem of Du-i 
' U 2 ties 
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SiRMOHtjcsancJ gocd moj4al,Ruk8.i^fW^i5/(? iQ tk^ 
4^o/>j rational Soul of Math: Hence. fucb copoemux- 
Jgnorancc cfonccrnijig the great Myiiefy,Q£ 
Godlin'efs, Chrijl in us jJkM^ qf^GIoryj 
And hence fiich Icjarned jRains.to^exjdftw 
Away that moft fundanaent^ Dpfitrine,, Re- 
generation, which is the Excellency,, the 
Glory, the Subftance, of true Chrijijanity. 
Let it here be noted, that as ^wc^ have much 
of the Gofpel in the Books of the. Old Tes- 
tament, fo have we much of the I^ aw ifi. 
the Writings of the New, for. botk wr 
Xord and his Apoftles declare tjbe Oblj^- 
tjons,Threatnings, and Condetnnation of t})c 
Law to the Impenitent, the Unbeliever, aad 
to fuch as put themfelves under the Law 
for Juftification, as well as the Promifei?, 
Comforts, and Grace of the Gofpel to all 
fuch as received it, or were in the Difpofi- 
tion to embrace it : But that the whole . of 
our Salvation is. by the free Grace of that 
Covenant whichis the Gift of God in Cbrij^^ 
and not by virtue of any CM)edience that we 
can pay to the written Law, is the vtfy 
Rom. viii. Bafis of Chriftian Faith : *? The Law of 
2. '} the Spirit of Life in Chrijl Jefus^ixss 

the Apoftle, ** hath made me free from the 
\' Law, of Sin and Deaths" and .he teaches • 
. " ' his 
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'•his CorinfiidnProMytes to arcribc thcirCdn- Sermon 
Veriibn like wife, not to any outward Law<>y^ 
or Teaching, as the efficient Caufe, but to 
the fame l^ivine Power working thro' his 
Miniftry on their Hearts — ^' Ye are the 2 Cor. iii. 
**'*EpiftIe of Cbrtfi miniftred by us, not^* 
*^ written with Ink, but with the Spirit df 
^* the living God 5 not in Tables of Ston^, 
^ bat In the fle{hly Tables of the Heart/' 
-''i'liefe, and a Thoufand other Teftimonies 
t)f Divine Authority, added to that of the 
^ext, evince Gofpel Salvation to be the 
^ffeift of a Divine Energy working in us 
liioth to will and to do, a Covenant of 
^6ace betwixt God and the Soul eftablifhed 
"^h'CBrtfiy a fpiritual Kingdom founded in 
^<&race, a Law of Faith working by Love, 
'^?trritten in the Heart by the Finger of the 
;^!lvirfg God. King David was aa inward 
^nd fpiritual Man; he well knew that an 
^ttatward Law could not change a corrupt 
^ Natufre, and that no Knowledge and Obedi- 
^itiht' of a poor fallen Creature, conceived in 
.XSirf attd (hapen in Wickednefs, could juftify 
'ftirft before that holy God who requireth 
'Itightcoufnefs and Truth in the inward 
"l^rts;- and therefore it was the Matter of 
%]& eameft Supplication, that the Lord 
^^'' U 3 would 



294 ^^ Nature (ind Difiit^m 

Smmw would make him a clcaft Heart, and Pto«# 

(XyVJ a right Spirit within him t And God j^rafefti- 
ed th&t which he rcqueiledi fpr He put hib 
Law into his Heart, and made Wai t6 ©nr* 
derftand Wifdom fccretly: Hence he a>^ 

Pf^J. ^. enabled to declare froth Expierichce, ^MSt 
the Law of God was pcrfcft; converting the 
^oul ; that the Statutes of the Lord fej61tffe 
the Heart, and that his Commandmetit' "id 
pure and giveth Light unto the' Eyes. Bat 
What Law doth he here fpeak- of? The 
outward Law ? That cannot be> for it* fe 
hot the GfEce of that Law ft) convert <&<^ 
Soul, nor bjr it can any Man liV'ing be jiiftife 
fied: And what were thbfe Statutes that 
rejoiced the Heart, and thofe Judgments 
that were more to be dedred than fine 
Gold ? They could not b^ thofe that were 
outward in the Letter, fof in thefe weffe 
written the Condemnation of his Sins, and 
therefore as concerning thena- he faith in 

pfal. cxix.^nother Pfalpi, '^ my Flefli trfembletb for 
^* fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy Judg«i- 
^* ments/' The Law therefore thus fpokeh 
of was no other than the Lawof Liberty arid 
Love within his Heart, the Law of 'thsft 
Covenant in' which were eftablifhed the 

Ezek. jfure Mercies oi David: And J'hq^ wepe the 

Xiiii. 15. , . 



^f.tki two Cwenants, v 295 

Statutes of Life, the Word of God's Grace Sermo* 
aiid Truth (in the inward Miniftration of ^/^->/v* 
ity that rejoiced . his Heart, and made 
Jbiai wifer than his Teachers, i. e. fuch as 
were appoint^ to be the Inftru<3:ors of 
others in the written Law, Thus hath the 
God and Father of all, whofe Name and 
Nature is Love, manifefted his Light and 
Salvation to his Children in every Difpenfa* 
tion, inviting them to Shihh's Streams, to 
drink of the Water of Life freely ; and alt 
who in Obedience to the Leadings of his , 
Qrace accept this Invitatioa of Love, ar< 
converted thereby from Darknefs to Lights 
W>d from the Power of Satan unto Godt 
He filleth their hungry Soiils. with good 
Things, giveth them to drink of the Brodk 
in their Way thro' this Vale of Mifery, and 
lefrefheth then> with the Confulations of his 
jSpirit. r 

Tq coaclude with a farther Obfervaticrti 
or two on the Difference betwixt the two 
Cov-enarits. . Tho' the Way of Salvation by 
Grace thro* Faith is the fame ■ in both, yet 
the Rey^atbn of this Grace by Jefus Cbrifi 
in thefe twaDifpenfations is very different : 
Under. the Law it was figured by myfterb- 
<)UST|iierog4yphicks and obfcure Repref'enta- : 

,;.>trT::v U 4 • .tions \ 
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SsRMoii tions; whereas under the Gofpel it is fuily 
y^ryvi opened and clearly explained; add alfo, 
that in the latter we have greater Affifbhces, 
more ufeful Means of Grace, and that in- 
^{limable Benefit vouchfafed us in the facai- 
venly Pattern of the Holy ^efus. Bat tho' 
thefe be precious Advantages of eminent 
Diftindlion, yet they conftitute not. the 
main effential Difference betwixt the Ijsacw 
and Gofpel State; but they are oppofed to 
each other as that which is inward and 
fpiritual to that which is outward and nap- 
tural ; as God's Grace to Man's Self*afailb- 
ty ; as a divine operative Faith to Works 
done in Man's own Will ; as a new Crea^ 
tion in CbriJi.Jefus to the old corrupt Nai- 
ture derived from izWtwAdam: And for 
want of making this Diftindtion it ia^ib 
common to confound Law and Gofpelcin 
reading the Books of the Old and N5e» 
Teflament, and that Men do not fee hnm 
the fpiritual Jew in the Time of the liaas 
vi^ a Child of Grace and a Son of the 
Free Woman, and that the , literal, carnitf 
Cbrijliany not led by the Spirit, is under fctiq 
Law and a Son of the Bond Wonjiaa)} 
. : Thro* attending to the outward Difpcnfiit 
tion only, and not beipg fubjc<a to tbevinir 
. » ward 



:^ hfilik two CfmtnMtU: ' * IS^y 

the Hiftoryail ik'^KQhrifi ^A.tm^^^^ 
fiiffwed, wifh<)ut.afny«^cal Benefit ^to^^thcf^ 
Sods, or knowing .any thing ^f tl^eMy- 
fierp of OddKoefs, for all hiftoHcml, tiay 
and dodrinal KflOi^ledge too, ' retained -fti 
Miiids. unfandlififtd, ftnd. without that Low 
xA.CbriJi which pafleth KrtOwledgdi profit- 
ethxnothing. i 

£^, This Law of the Sjwrft of Life 
put into the in^vard fit\& -and w'mtea itt 
t;he Heaiit, is the fureft Fouod!afcidn of)Oh£^ 
dience to all the Precepts znd Rutes ctf Holy 
Li\d!ng laid dowa in Che Gbijpelv ^ i^ ^dl & 
tfae heftv lotefprcter and 6ioft ftikhfut AjK? 
fdier of then^> for it begfetib iqt i^^ Soai^A 
ConJGMSnity to: the Natia^e of the-'Thmg 
coHunanded, which m^es^ Perfornbahde 
hoth; cafyand pleafantr R fets the Sbiil 
atrLlberty, mA by freeing it from ObediMice, 
hut by. majdhg XJbedience free: We are 
madewilliftg m the Day Of Gbd^ Powci^ 
who were unwilling in the Day of our own 
Weaknefs and Backwardnefs. The ProU 
fYitt-'Ejsekiel^ on the SubjeA oi Chiji's 
Kingdom, pronounces the following gra-» 
cious Promife of God: " A new HeartE^ek, 
l[ wHi I ^ive you, and I will put.itiy Spirit^'''- '*• 

: '• «^ within 
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Siftwov " within you, and caufe you to walk m 
%y^y/s,j ^^ my StatnteSj and ye ihall Iceep my Judg- 
^^ ments and do them/' \ Plainly ihewii^ 
hereby, that the Renovation of a Goipel 
Sfririt is the only Security of a Gofpel Qb^ 
dience; and that in all Things where wf 
are commanded to fulfil the Will of God^ 
we can then moft truly fay, we are content 
to do it, when his Law is within pur 
Heart. This will be illuflrated by- eonii*- 
dering the Legalift (whether he be called 
^ew ot Cbrifiian) and the Man of Graqe, 
in their Religious Charaders refpedtiveljf. 
The former applies himfelf to the Work <d 
Religion as > to a Bufinefs, as to a SyAem <^ 
Duties that mufl be performed in his owja 
Strength, and felf-^armed with his Reafoli, 
Refolution, and Free-will, he fets out as ^^ 
Uah did to rneet Davidj in full Confideiwx^ 
of Viftory, But when he ccnnes to. jfeUe 
Trial, that which he before thought himfelf 
fufiicient for, he now Hnds too hard far 
him : The Sin of bis Nature takes Qcc*- 
fion from the Holinefs of the Command- 
ment to fliew its Rebellion and Enmi^ 
againft God, and here he meetsj with, ah 
Oppofition from within that he was not 
^ware of : *He returns tq the- Charge ai^d 
' renews 



renews his Efforts, bat with no better Sue- s«««aii 
Qsfs, for the Weapons of his \yarfare are^^^^s^^ 
but carnal, and therefore alike infufficient 
both for Vidtofy and Defence} and tht 
Law which he before^ confidered as i>nly 
conunandingandforbiddingoutward Things; 
upon a nearer View makes nuinifeftthe Cbi^ 
ruptions of his Heart, and condemns Sin 
ipwar<il7 in the Flefh, ^ this flays h^s 
Confidence, and caufes his Spirit to faS 
within him r His beft Obedience therefort 
being only external, and both unequal to 
the Tafk and contrary to the Bent of un^- 
fortified Nature, he doth his Work not 
willingly, but of Conftraintj and i^ in ^PondV 
^ge to his very Dudes: ; for ^where^ thip 
Form of Godlineft i& not enlivened by th^ 
§pirilof it, the Religictn of fuch a one Is 
i^ther Hypocrify on the one band or Sla^ 
^pry on the other* ^ 

^^tA with fuch as walk in die Way of 
Gofpel Salvatiott, and go not about to eftar- 
bU& their own Righteeufhefs, but ftand 
i^^ in that Righteoufnefs which is of God 
by F^ith; it is far otherwife^ for thefe 
' fiaving their Hearts principled with Grace, 
|hey go forth, . like Davidy in the Name 
and Strength of the Lord^ and He fubduerib 
: 4 ' all 
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SERwoKall their Enemies arider fheir Peet. They 
Xy^sfs^ toil not at their Duties as at a Talk, but 
walk in the WayS bf God freely arid cheer- 
fiifly : They keep not his Coihmandments 
only bccaufe they afe written in the Bible, 
biit they delight in them becaufe they are 
written in their HesurtS : They worfhip the 
Lord, not thro' Fear, as Bond Slaves, be- 
caufe.tKey dare hot do other wife, but as 
Sons, with a filial Affe6iion : The Love of 
G6r^, and not the^read of Punlfhment, con- 
ftraincth them, for they are led by his Spi- 
rit to pay a willing Obedience, and enabled 
by the fame Spirit for the Performance of 
It : They ^o not finglc out fiich Duties as 
are rnoft eafy io^ Fle(h and Blood, or make 
the liioft fpletodid Appearance in the Eyes 
of Men, but have in equal Refpedl unto all 
God's Commandments, and fo ferve Him 
without Partiality and without Hypdcrify : 
And they complam not th^t their Work i$ 
too hard, or the Yoke of Religion too heaiy, 
for they are not under the Law which gives 
no Strength, but under that Grace wHicIi 
is fufficient for them. In a word, a Faith 
working by Love animates the whole ' of 
their Obedience, and their Hearts go 
along with it, and fo they find of a ^riith', 

that 
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Ami ■ ' \._ ^Jsr<{ 

Happj aj:? the Pepple that are iii fuch a ' 

Caie^ fe^ they>are the true Childiffin of the 

Cbyi^n^ntji aad havejt^iq iiire Word of Pro- 

rtiife fcQiS^ thci X^QXJ^y^'^^ he will be /% 

them aJSo4% ^7^ th?^JkP^A^ *^ W^^ ^ -P^^r. 
pie. . And fuch indeed He is to them in aq 
emphatical Senfe of the Bleffing ; for He is 
to them a reconciled God in the Son of his 
Love, forgiving all their Sin, and healing 
all their Infirmities ^ the God by whorii 
they efcape Death, and the God of whom 
Cometh their Salvation : He is the never- 
failing Spring of their Comforts, their De- . 
fence in Danger, and th^ir Refqge in Trou- 
ble. And as He is to tlhema God, fo are 
they to Him a People, a willing and faith- 
ful People, a loving and obedient People; 
a People in whom He doth all his Works, 
fulfils all his Will, and makes ^ood all his 
Promifes. In this fo near and endearing a 
Relation how happy are they 1 God's Friends 
are their Friends, and they have no Ene- 
mies but fuch as are Enemies unto Himt. 
His Angels minifter unto them, his Provi-' 
dence protefts them, his Grace fupports 
tbem^ . his Spirit guides them. What then 

have 
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SmMON have they to fear ? Seeing that all Things 
iy-s/>j thus ordered muft work together for their 
Good, whether the World, or Life, or 
Death, or Things prefent, or Things to 
come: Behold! All are theirs, and they 
are Cbrift's, and Cbrift\ God's. Such Ho- 
nour and Bleffednefs have all his Saints! 
Hatklujab. 



THE END. 
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